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MY PEDAGOGIC CREED
Articie One

What Edacation Is

I BELIEVE THAT — All Eduwation proceeds by the participation
of the individua!l in the social conscicusness of the race. Thiz process
begins uncomsciouly slmoat wt birth, and is contioually shaping the
individual's powers, saturating his consciousness, forming his habits,
unconscions education the individoa! gradually comes to share in the
intellectual and moral resources which humenity has succeeded in

ing together, He becomes an inheritor of the funded capitl of

{*) Fiest published in 1857, and reprinted ofterwards In  diffirenwr mageednes wod
{cefiots,
12%
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civiisatior:, The most formal angd technical education in the world

cannot safely depart from this general process. It can only organise it
or differentiate it in some particolar divection,

The only true sducation connes thru the stimulation of the child’s powen
bry the demands of the social sireations in which be finds himself, Tl
these domands he is sthnnlated to act ss 2 member of A umity, o anoge
fromn his orignial narrowness of action and foeling, and to comceive of
himosdf from. the sandpoint of the wellare of the group to which be
belongs. ‘Thm the responses which others make 1o kin own activities he
comes to know ‘what these mean in nocial terms. The value which they
have i reflected back into them, For instance, thru the response which
is made to the child’s instinctive babbliogs the child comes to know
what those babblings mean; they are trapsformed into articolate
langunage, and thus the child is intreduced into the consolidated wealth
of ideas and emotions which are now spmmed up in languapge.
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Thiv sodiwaticasl process has two sides — one psychological and one
sociclogical — and that neither can be aubordinated to the other, or
oeglected, without evil ronlte following, OFf thee two sides, the
poycholagrical i the basis. The child's own instincts and powers farnish
the material and give the surting-paint for sll odneation. Save as the
cfftrts of the educator connect with sune activity which the child @
carrying on of ks own initiative independent of the educator, education
becoenes reduced to s presare fown without, It may, indeed, give
cextain external resalts, but can mot truly be calied educwiive. Without
insigit into the peychological strocture and sctivities of the individunl,
the clucative process will, thaefre, be hapharard and arhitrary. H
it chances to coineide with the child®s activity it will got » leverage; if it
does not, it will resolt in firiction, or disintegration, or wrrest of the
child-nature.

Knownladge of social eomditions, of the present wiate of civilization, &

nocraury in order properly to interpret the childs powers. The child
has his own fnstincts and tendencies, but we do not know what thes
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mean unti we can tamdate them into their social eguivalents. We
must be able to carry them back into a social past and sce them as the
inheritance of previous race activities, We must also be able to project
thein inio the future to e what their cutcome and end will be. In the
Hostrathon just wsed, it is the ability to ses in the child’s babblings the
promise and poteacy of a future social intercourse and  conversation
which enables ome to deal in the proper way with that imatinct

The poychological and rocinl sides wre orgawically reiated, and that
education cannot be regarded my a compromise between the two, or
a sipevimposition of one uptn the other. We are told that the peychologi-
cal defipition of education is barren avd formal — that it gives us only
the idea of a development of all the mental powers without giving o
any ides of the use to which these powers are put. On the other hand,
it is urged that the social definition of education, w» geiting adjusted o
civiixation, makex of it & foreed and external process,. and results in
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mbordinating the freedom of the individual to a preconceived social
foouns the cther. In order to know what & power really ix we et know
what its cnd, use, o function & and this we cannot know save »s we
comocive of the individeal as active in social relationships. But, on the
othexr hand, the only possible adjmbment which we can give to the child
under existing conditions is that which arises thru puiting bim, in complete
posession. of all hiz powers, With the sivent of democracy and raodern
indosrial conditions, it i impomibile w foretell definitely just what
civitbtion, will bt twenty years from now,. Hence it is impossible to
prepare the child for any procise set of conditinns. To prepare bim
for the fatue life means o give hiin command of Wicadf; it means 30
o train him that he will have the il and ready uac of all bis capacities;
that iz eye and eax and hund oy be wols ready to command, that
hix judgment wmy be capable of grasping the conditioos under which
it has to work, amd the executive forces be trained to act economically
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and efficiently, It is impomibie to reach this sort of sdjustment save
us constant regard is had to the individual's own powers, tastes, and
interests -~ that is, as education i» continvally converted into psycholo-
wical texms,

In sum, I belicve that the individual who is to be educated is a social
individual, and that socicty Is an organicunion of individualy. If we
diminate the social factor from the child we sz  left only with an
shatraction} if we climinate the individual factor from society, we are
left omly with sn inert and lifeless mus. Education, therefore, must
begin with a psychological insight into the child’s capecities, interests,
and habits, It must be controlled at every point by reference to these
mme copmiderations. These powers, intercstz, and  healits must be
continually interpreted — we mint know what they mean. They must
be tranalated into terms of their social squivalents -— into e of
what they are capable of in the way of socvial serice.
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What the School It

I BELIRVE THAT — Thst school is primarily a social institution.
RBducntion bring a social process, the school is simply that faxa of com-
mumity life in which all those ageocies are concenmtrated that will be
most effective in bringing the child to share in the inberited resources
of the race, and to wse his own powers for social exsds.

Feucation, thevefore, iz a process of living and not a preparation for
future lving.

The xcfioal rovmt represemt present life, life as real aod vital to the
chﬂduthatwhd:hemﬂmmmﬂmlmm:,mﬂmnmghhm

or an the playground.
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Thet niwcatisn which does pot occur thro formm of life, forms that
are worth lving for their own ke, b always & poor submtitute for the
gevnine reality, and fends o cramp and to deaden.

T sehool, as an tustitetion, should stplify existing social hife; shoukl
reduce it, ax it wene, to s embryonic form.  Existing lifee 33 00 complex
that the child cannot be bronght into contact with 3t withoo either
confusion or distraction; he ix cither owswhelwed by the Dasltiplicity
of activities which are-going on, »o that he foses his own power of ardevly
reaction, or he is so stivonlatod by these vacious sctivities that his powers
arc promaturey called into play and he becomes either unduly specialjred
or clse disintegrated.

As soch smplifiad sociad Tife, the swhool should grow gracually ont of
the home Life; that it should take up and cootinme the activitiem with
which the child is aleady familiar in the bhome.
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I showld exchibit these aotivides to the child, and reproduce them in
such weys that the child will gradually lesrn the meaning of themn, and
be capable of playing hiz own part in relation two them.

This &5 o poychological necessity, becavse it is the only way of securing
continnity in the child’s growth, the only way of giving a background
of past experience to the new ideas given in acheol.

it is alse a social necosrily because the home i the form of social life
i which the child has been nurtured and in connection with which he
has bad his moral training. Jtis the business of the school to deepen
and extend Lix sease of the values bound up in bis bome life.

Much of presant sdicotion fails because it neglects this fundamesntal
principle of the school as a form of community life. It conceives the
school as a place where certajn information iz to be given, where certain
iemons are to be lemrned, or where certain habits are to be formed.
The value of these is concived as lying largely in the remote future;
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the child must do these things fior the ske of something else he i 1o do;
they arc mere preparations, As s rosult they do nof become 3 part of
the lifec experience of the ckild and o are mot truly cducktive,

The moral ecdiwcation centers upon this conception of the school a3 =
e of sociad 1ife; that the best and deepest moral taiking & preciscly
that which one gets thru baving to enter into proper relations with
others in a unity of work and thought. The present oducational systema,
s0 Bir as they. destroy or neglect this unily, vender it difficult or impos-
sible to get any genuine, rogalor wmoral traiming.

The child should be stimutated and controlled in hiv work theu the
bife of the commmity.

Under avisting conditions far too rouch af the stimulus and oonteol

proceeds from the teacher, beeanse of neglecs of the iden of the school
a8 & form of social life.
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Tke inocher’s place and oerk in the school is to be interpreted from this
ssme basis. The teacher ia not in the school to impose certain ideas or
to form certain habits in the child, but iy there ax a member of the com-
munity o seect the infloences which shall affect the child and to assist
i in properly rosponding to these influsnces,

The discipling of the school should proceed fromn the fife of the achool
s a whole amd not divectly fromn the teacher.

The eacker's bwsinsss i simply to determine, on the basis ‘of ager
exgpirience and riper widsom, how the diwipline of 1ife shall onme to
the child.

Al guestions of the grading of the child and bos promotion should be
deteemined by reference to the same standard. Examinatiocs are of
uae onfy so far as they test the child’y fitnem for social life and reveal
fhe place i which he can be of the most service and wheve be can
receive the most help.
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Article Three

The Subjectmatter gf Educalion

1 BRLIEVE THAT The sorial life of the child is the basis of concentra-
tion, or correlation, in all his fraining or growth. The social life gives
the unconscious unity and the background of all his cforis and of all
hia attaimmrents.

The subjectmaiter of the school curriculum should mark z gradual
differentiation. out of the primitive uncomscions unity of social life.

W rilatz the child’s nature and render difficult the best ethical
results by imtroducing the child too abrupty to a pumber of special
sudies, of reading, writing, geography, etc., oul of relfation to this socind
e,
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T true conter of correlation on the school subjects i oot acience,
nor literature, nor history, ot geography, but the childs own social

Teities.

Eduration csmnot be unified in the study of scisnce, or socalied
natore stisdy, becuuse apart from human activity, natuore fself is not a
unity; nature in itseif is & mwmber of diverse objects in apace and tme,
and to attempt to make it the conter of work by itself iy tn introduce a
peinciple of radiation rather than one of concentration.

Literatere is the refiex cxpression and interprewtion of social experience;
that hence it must follow upon and not precede such experience. It,

. therefore, cannot be made the basis, altho it may be roade the sumumary

of unification.

Once mere that history B of educative value in so far a5 it presenm
plazes of social Life and growth, It must be controlled by reference to
socint life, When taken simply sx history it & thrown inio the dslent
nast and becomes dead and dnert. Taken a8 the record of man's social



Vi

TR0 pvts 6B 40235 Lol W O il e ail o s G- U}
Ja) BEY] ot Uia o g il s OF oKe Y il et ) L by
etV Bl T Vit Jalel

Joglad™t 21 Ui (3 Joi - il (g8 o g 8 LW LS
- Bl ol g 2B L

dons OF gn PVl Sips Tols Jild a3 Aot o b
c ade p b Bl Sadie B L e Gl W OV Al 4T Je (ot

ol S e JUY S el e (sl L2

e e R BT e T B RN

e ot ahalt 3 s 3 o e Wt o pais () cobu
g~ B el el W 3T et Silds 4 Y ) Juet

life and progresx it becomes full of meaning, 1 believe, however, that
it cannot be so tnken excepting as the child is also introduced dircctly
into eocial life.

Tha primary basis of education is in the child powers wt work along
the same general constructive lines aa thoss which have brought civiliza-
tion into being.

The only way to make the child conacious of his social heritage is to
cenable him to perform those fundamental types of activity which make
civilization what it is.

In the socalled expressive or constructive activities is the center of
correlation.

Tiis gives the standard oc the place of cooking, sewing, manual
training, etc., in the school.

They are not special studies which are to be introduced over and sbove
a lot of others in the way of relaxation or relief, or as additonal scopn-
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plishments. 1 helieve radher that they represent, as types, fundamental
foeins of social  activity; and that it i possible and dexirable that the
child’s introduction into the more forma! subjects of the curriculum be
thru the medium of these constructive  sctivities.

The study of scienie in educalional in so far ax it brings out the ma-
terials and processes which make social HR: what if i

One of the greatest difficullies in the present teaching of science is that
the materisl B presented in purcly objective form, or is treated o8 a new
peculiar kind of experience which the child can add to that which he
baz aiveady bhad. In reality, science iz of value becauwse it gives the
ability to interprel and control the experience alresdy had. It should
be introduced, not as 30 much new subjectmatter, but ss showing the
fsctora aiready involved in previow experience and as fimniching tools
by which that experience can be more eaxity and effectively regulated.
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At present we lose much of the value of Hizratuwre amd langwage
studics because of our ciimination of the social element. Language i
alonost always treated i the books of pedagogy simply as the expressiog
of thought, It is truc that language iz a logical iostrwonent, but it is
fondamentally and primarity » xocial instrument. Language is the
device for compowunication; it is the tool thrw which one individuat
comes to share the ideas and fecdings of others. When teated simply
as & way of geiting individual information, or as a mcans of showing
off what one hax learned, it loses it social motive and end.

There ix, therefore, no succemion of studies in the ideal school cur-
ricnlum. I cducation is iife, all life has, from the outast, 2 scientific
aspect, an aspect of art and colruce, aod &a apect of communication.
It cannot, therefore, be true that the proper studies for one grade are
mere reading sod writing, and that at a later grade, reading, or literatnre,
or scicace, may be introduned. The progress is oot in the successon of
studies, but in the development of new attitudes towmds, and

interests in, SxXpEvienos. :
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Eduration st be conceived as & continming reconstruction of
oiperience; that the proces and the goal of education are one and the
samme thicg.

To set up any ead outside of education, ws furnishing ity goal and
standard, i to deprive the sducational process of much of is meaning,
and tends to make us roly wpon faise mad external stimuli ia dealing
with the child.

Artiele Faur

The Nabwre of Method

I BELIEVE THAT -— The guestion of method is ultimately reducible
to the guestion of the order of development of the child’s powen and
interests, The law for presenting and tresting malerial i the law



1A
Aegdac 35N rlS:a-ﬂ! o ael 3B ¢ 2is AN O sy L B
A Aligle Gl o B agaed § 4V

Ly el ¢ i Tk oF o ol ) S Y Gy
JE 5 G ¢ gt g G it 3 ¢ S LYY 1S
b Pt ol S aage o3t O amel ) | 4 peait clda W
& BN\ Al 3] Jof Ay path N O

¢ Lt P agdly CAI Pl op ST dle Tt e U2
O IR W LA § R 0 R P TR P 8 | &*.4._’ "3
« Pl privadl A L5 Aoy ¢ ngb 356 pLIY & pand Y Jakl,

o s Jadt e Lad los (Aady 3,580 oAbty SO
Jan gl o2t i Wb n Jat aend e 3 L e e ] e ]
At 3 pars v S gy JYLN P L Yyl 0) Ll

implicit within the childPs own patave. Becanse this is 3o 1 believe the
following atatements are of sopreme mpoctence ax  detenmining the
spirit in whith education is carried on.

The active side precedes the passive in the developroent of the child-
uatore; that expresion comes before comsciouvs imppressiom; that the
muscnlyr development precedes the sensory; that mov ements come
molnr or npoltive; that corscious states end to project  thenselves in
action.

The naglect of this principle is the cwse of & Iarge part of the waste of
time and stoexgth in school work. The child is thrown bito a passive,
receptive, or absabing attirmede.  The conditions are soch that he i
not permitied to foBow the law of his nature; the resalc i friction and
waste,

Zdeoy {intellextual and ratimal processcs) alwn resalt Gowe action.
and evolve fr the sake of the better control of action. 'What we term
resson is princacily the laow of ooder or cffective action. Yo attempt to
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develop the ressoning powers, the powen of judgment, without reference
to the selection aad arrangement of mesos in action, is the fandamental
fallacy in cur present methods of dealing with this matier As 2 result
we present the child with arbitrary symbols. Symbols are 2 necessity
in mental development, but they have their place as fools for econ-
omising effort; presented by thenselves they are a mass of meaninglen
and arbiteary idreas imposed from without

The image is the great instroment of instruction. What & child gets
gut of any sabjcct presented to him is simply the inages which he him-
sclf formos with regard to it.

A nina-tmths of the enargy at present divected towards making the
child learn certain things were spent in secing to it that the child was
forming proper imnges, the work of instruction would be ifdefinitely
facilitated.

Much of the time and atiention now given to the preparation and
presentation of lessons might be more wisely and profitably expended
in training the ¢hild's power of imagery and in secing to it that he was
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continually forming definite vivid and growing images of the various
subjects with which he comes in contact in his expericnce,

Tnierazis are the signy snd symptoms of growing power. [ believe that
they represent dawniog capacities. Accordingly the conwtant and careful
observation of interests is of the uimost importance for. the educator.

These intsrests are to be obscrved as showing the state of develop~
ment which the child has reached.

The prophey the stage upon which he in about o cater,

Only thrs the continual and sympathetic observation of childhood’s
interests can the adult enter into the child’s life and see what it is ready
for, and upon what material it could work most readily and fruitfully.

Thesn interesiy arve netiher to be humored nor repressed. To repress
intevest is fo substitute the aduit for the child, and so to weaken intel-
lectual curicsity and niertness, to suppress initiative, and ta deaden
interest, To humor the interssts iz io substitute the transient for the
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peamancol. The interest is always the sign of some power below; the
important thing is to discover this power. Tbh humoar the interest is o
fail to penttrate below the surface, and jts sure result i 10 substiluee
capricr and whim for genuine interest,

The emotion arc the reflex of actionx,

To endecror to stimulate or arouse the emotions apari from their

carrespanding activities is to introdure an vohealthy and morbid state
of mind.

¥f we cou only secure right habits of action and thought, with reference
to the good, the truc, and the beautiful, the rmotions will for the most
part iake care of themsebres.

Mext fo degdness and dullness, fonmalism and rontine, our edueation i
threatened with no greater evil iban semiimensadisn.

This sentimentalism is the nccesary result of the astempt to divores
feeling fom action,



WY

Tunlhod 52400

Pl ¥t paddly Ll

: "ob akal 3§

PR e N0 R R P

o Sl ghll i e A S QAN 38 Jo V] Aimy Y Dk IS
AR e sl g ﬁﬁt,t@mﬁms‘jw,t

3 bt iy . pleeV gl g G Tl ‘d’"’ i A
At BASH Bl 2 g SV e a e
. Pl

Article Five

Yhe Scheol and Sovial Progress

I BELIEVE THAT —- Bdwetion is the fundameontal method of

All reforms which rest simply upon the eoactmaent of law, or the
threatening of certain peoalties, or upon changes in mechanical or
outward arrengements, are tramitory and fatile,

Edseation is a regulntion of the process of coming to share in the social
wmninmnm;mdthnthnmﬁmtmmtnfim&iﬁdmlmﬁﬁtymﬂm
basis of this social comsciowsness is the only sure method of social
reconstruction.
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Tha concepiion has due regard for both the individualistic and socialistie
ideals. Xt i duly individua! because it recognizes the formation of a
certain character as the only genuine basia of vight living. It is socialistic
because it recognizes thar thin right character is not to be formed by
merely individual precept, example, or exhoriation, but mther by the
influence of & certain form of institutional or cornmunity life upon the
individual, and that the social organism thru the school, as iis organ,
may determine ethical results,

In the ides! school we have the reconcilistion of the individualistic
and the ipstitutional ideals.

The comawmrity's dity to education is, therefore, its paramount moral
duty, By law and punishment, by social agitation and discussion,
society can regulate and form itself in a mote or Jess haphazard and
chanee way. But thru sducation society can formulzie ita own pourpeses,
can. oTganize its own means and resources, and thus shape ilself with
definiteness and economy in the divection in which it wishes {0 move.
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When socicly once vecognives the possibililies in this direction, and
the obligations which these possibilities impase, it is imposible to conceive
of the resources of tirne, attention, and money which will be put at the
disposal of the educator.

Xt ir the Buriness of everyone interested in education 1w ingist upon the
schont a5 the primary and most effective interest of social progress and
veform in order that society may be awakened to realise what the school
wands for, and arouse to the necessity of condowing the educator with
sufficient equipment properly fo performn his task.

Educalive thus conceived marks the most perfect and intimate union
of scienre and art conccivable in buman experience.

The art of thus giving shepe to human powers and adapting them
to social service is the supreme art; ope calling into its service the best
of artists; that no inaight, sympathy, taet, executive power, too great
for such service. .
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With the growth of psychological service, giving added insight into
individual structure and laws of growth; and with growth of social
science, adding to our knowledge of the right erganization of individualy,
ali scientific resources can be utilized for the purposcs of cducation.

When scipace and art thus join hands the most comunanding motive for
human actions will be reached, the most genuine springs of huwman
conduct aroused, and the beyt serviee that hurnan nature is capable of
guarantee.,

The teacher is engaged, not simply in the training of individuais, but
in the formation of the proper social Hfe.

Erery teacher shouid realize the dignily of his calling; that he is a
social sevvant set apart for the maintenance of proper sociad order and
the securing of the right sociai growth.

In this way the teacher always is Lhe prophet of the true God and the
usherer in of the true kingdom of God.
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WEHAT 1 BELIEVEs
L

Faith way once almost universally thought to be acceptance of a
definite body of intellectysl propositions, acceptance being bazed upon
authority - peeferably that of revelation from on high, it meamt
adherence to & creed conmiting of set articles. Suach creeds are recited
daily in our churches. Of late thexe has developed another conception
of faith, This iz suggested by the words of aa American, thinker : -Faith
in tendency toward action. According to such & view, faith is the matrix
of formulated creeds and the inspiration of codeavor. Change from
the one conception of faith to the other in indicative of a profound
aiteration. Adherence to any body of doctrines and dogmas bascd
upon = specific anthority signifies distrust in the power of experience to
provide, in its own ongoing movement, the needed principles of bolich
{*} In Forwm, Bdarch, 1g30. Reprinted in Prgmelizm aud Amerieen Cultws, Boman,
18950, PP, 39-41.
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and action, Faith in ity newer sense signifies that experience itself is
the sole nitimate authority:

Such a faith has in it all the clements of 8 philosophy. Fer it implies
that the course and material of experience give support and stay to life,
and that ity possibilities provide all the ends snd ideals that are to
regulaie conduct. When these implications are made explicit, there
emerges a definite philosophy. I have no intention here of trying to
unfold such a philosophy, but rather to indicste what a philosophy
hased on experience as the vltimate authority in knowledge and conduct
means in the present state of civilization, what itz reactions are upon
what is thought and done. For such a faith i3 not at present efther
ariirulaie or widely held. IFit were, it would be not so much a philosophy
as a part of conumon semse,
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In fact, it goes contrary to the whole trend of the traditions by which
manking is educated. On the whole it has been denied that experience
and life can regulate themselves and provide their own means of direction
and inspiration, Except for an occasional protest, historic philosophica
have been “‘transcendentai.”” And this trait of philosophies is a refiex
of the fact that dominan: moral codes and religious belicl have appealed
for support to mcthmg above and boyond cxpenmmr Expevience
has beeix sﬂtmauca}hr disparaged i contrast with uuuethmg tai:m m
br more ftmdnmcntai and superior in worth,

- Life as it s mtually lived hav been treated as a prspm-mmn for
something outside of it sngd after . It hws heen thought lawless, without
mneaning #nd value, cxoept a8 it was taken io sestify 10 a remlity bevond
jusell, ‘The creeds Lhat have prevailed have been founded upon the
supposcd necemsity of escape from the confusion and wncertainties of
experience. Life has been thought 1o be evil and hopeless unicm it could
be shown to bear within fsell the asxuved promise of a higher reality-
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Philotophies of gacape have alwo been philosophies of compensation for
the illh and sufferings of the evperienced world,

Mankind has hardly inguired what would happen if the pomibilities
of experitnce were seriowsly explored and exploited, ‘There has been
och syftematic exploration in science and much frantic exploitation
in politics, buxinsss, and ammwement. But this attention has besn,
s0 to say, incidental and in contravention to the profissedly ruling
scheme of belief, It has not been the product of belief in the power of
experience to furnizh organizing principies and directive ends. Religions
bave been saturated with the supernatural — and the sypemnatural sige
uifies preciscly that which lics beyond exparience. Moral coddes have
beer: allied to chis religious supernaturalisn and have sought theic
foundation and sanction In it. Contrest with such ldess, desply embed-
ded in ol Western cultare, give the philosophy of Gith in experionce a
definite and profound mesning.
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Why have wen in the past resorted to philssophics of that which is
above and beoyond cxperience 7 And why should it be now thoughe
possible to desist from such vecourse 7 The amwwer o the frst question
s, undoubtedly, that the experience which men had, as well as any
which they could reasomebly anticipate, gave no signs of ability to furnish
the means of its own regulation. It offered promises it refused to fulfl;
it awakened desires only to frustrate them; it created hopes and biasted
thern ; it evoked ideals and was indifferent and hostile to their realization,
Men who were incompetent to cope with the troubles and evils that
sxperience brought with it, natorally distrusted the capacity of expericnee
to give authoritative guldance. Since experience did not contain the
arts by which ita own course could be directed, philosophies and religions
of escape end comsolatory compensation maturally ensued.
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What are the grounds for supposing that this state of affairs has
dungednm!thatithwpmiﬂemputminﬂwpmibﬂiﬁnaf
experience liself The answer to this question supplies the content of
a philosophy of experience, There are traity of present experience which
weunhmwnandlmpmeuadwhmthcmﬁnghdicﬁafthcput
were developed.  Experience now owns as a part of itsell scientific
mﬁhnd;nfdhmvaynndtut;ithmuhdbyabﬂhytomﬁimhniqm
andbmhnningits-thmis,artawhichmgeamiutﬂimaﬂm
of conditions and encergie, physical and human. ‘These new possessions
glve experience and its potentiatities a radically new meaning, It is o
mnmmphwﬂmtﬁmﬁemmﬁmthmmmm haz revoly
timizadonrbdia&ahaﬂnnhernah:m,mﬂitis:hnbeginninglnrcvﬂu—
tionize those about man,

Whmmruﬁn&dwdim&htﬂmﬁimmmwmlikdf
tathinkoftheu'amfmma&unthal!ustakmpiminthemﬁmmupr
of astronomy, physics, chemistry, biclogy, paychology, anthropology,
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and so0 on. Bui greal as is this change, it shrinks in compartison with
the change that hes occurred in method. The latter is the author of the
revolution in the content of bebiefs. The new meclthods have, moreover,
brought with them a radical change in owr intellectual atiitude and
ite attendant morale. The method we term scientific™ forms for the
modern man {and a man is not modern mercly hecause he lives in 1930}
the sole depemudable meam of discloging the realities of existence, It iz
the sole authentic mode of vevelation. This possession of a new method,
t¢ the we of which no limits can be put, signifies 8 new idea of the

nature and posibilities of experience. ¥t importz 2 new morale of
cvontfidence, contyol, and securisy,

'Thic change in knowledge has its overi and practical counterpart
what we term the Industrial Revolution, with itz creation of arts for
directing and wing the encrgics of nature, Technology includes, of
course, the engineering arts that have produced the railway, steamship,
autamobile, and wirplane. the elegraph, telephone, and radio, and the
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printing pres.  But it alo incledes new procedures in medicine and
hyglene, the fimetion of insurance in all is branchey, snd, in ity poten-
tiality if not actualization, radically new methods in education and other
macles of human relationship. Teckmology’' signilies all the intelligent
techniques by which the energics of nature and man are dirceied and
in satisfuction of human needs; it cannot be Emiled to a few outer and
comparatively mechanical forms. In the [ace of its possibilitics, the
traditional conception of expecience is obsclete.

Different theories have expressad with more or less succes this and
that phase of the newer movements. But there s no inegration of them
itnto the standing habits and the controlling outlook of men and women,
There are two great aigns and tests of this fact, In sclence and in industry
the fact of constant change is generally accepied. Moral, refigious, aad
articulate philasophic creeds are hased upon the ides of fixity. In the
history of the race, chauge has been feared. It hax been looked upon
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ax the source of decny and degenerntion. It has betn opposed as the
cause of disorder, chaos, and anarchy. Ome chief reason for the appeal
to something beyond experience was the fiact that experience is always
in such fux that men had to seck stability and pracs cutaide of it. Until
the scvenlecnth century, the natural sciences shared io the belief in
the superiority of the mmmutebie to the moving, and took for their
iden! the discovery of the permanent and changeless. Ruling philosophies,
whether materialistic or spiritual, accepted the same notion as thedr
foondation.

In this atiachment to the ficed and immutable, both science and
philosophy reflewed the universal and pervasive conviction of rcligion
and motals, Impermanence meant insccurity; the permament was the
sole ground of asmsurance and mpport amnid the vicissitudes of exiatence.
Christianiiy proffered a fixed revelation of absolute, unchanging Being
and truth; and the evelation was elaborated into a systom of definite
rules and ends for the direction of life. Hence “mmal™ were conceived

as a code of laws, the same cverywhere and at all times. "The good life
was one lived in fixed adherenee to fixed principles.
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hmﬂuwﬂﬂmm&m:ﬁmhaﬂm
&mﬂadmmﬁm:mmhmhhmhm Never-
theless, although the idex of roovement and change has made itsclf
ummmwmnmmmﬁwﬁmm
mlimpqu&ruﬁndn&emhohﬂrdighn, morals, ecomomics,
and politics. In these ficlds it is still mypposed that our choice is between
canfosion, anarchy, and something fixed and immutable, 1t 35 assumed
ﬂntfﬂuinhﬁtyhtheﬁmlrdigimﬂmthmm:mim&w
embodiment of the divine smd the homan, i is amwumed that oar
present econowic réigime, at least in principle, capresses somothing
Mmﬁiqmm&uremwﬂh,itkwhopu},m
mpwovements in detadl, It is asswmed, in spite of cvidend Bux in the
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actual situation, that the jugtitutions of mariage and Gauily that
developed in medieval Zurope are the last and unchanging word,
These examples hint at the cxtent to which ideals of fixity peruist
in a moving world, A philosophy of expericnce will accept at i full
value ths fact that social and moral existences are, like physical existences,
i a state of continuons il obscure change, It will not ry to cover up
the fact of inevitble modification, and will make no sitempt to set
fixed limits to the extent of changes that are to occur. For the fHile
effurt to achieve security and anchorage in tomething fixed, it will
substitute the offort to determine the character of changes that are
going or mnd to give them in the afuirs that concermn us most 30We
measure of intelligent direction. It is oot ealled upom fo cherish Utopian
notions about the imminence of such intelligent direction of social
changes. But it is committed to faith in the posibility of its stow effectu-
ation in the degree in which men realize the full import of the revolation
that has already been eoffected in physical and technical regions.
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Whetever the thought of Bty rules, that of all-inclusive unity rules
also. The popular phbilosophy of life s fled with desire to attain such
an af-embraving unity, andformal philosophics have been devoted o
in popular thought by search for the meaning of fife and U purpose of
the universe. Men who ook For a singlo purpart and & single end ecither
frame an idea of them according to their private desires and tradition,
e elve, not finding any wuch single uuity, give up in despair and conclude
that there s ne fenuine mowning and valae in any of life's cpisdes.

The alternatives are not exhauslive, however. There is 2o need of
eciding betwren no mieaning at all and ane single, allanbracing meaning.
here are many meanings and mapy purposts in the situaiions with
hich we are confronted — ooe, so to sy, for each situation. Each
fitrs s own challenge to thought snd endeavor, and presents ity own
wtential valoe,
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i1 is impossible, I think, even to begin to imagine the changes that
would comme into life -— personal and collective —if the idea of & plurality
of interconmected meanings and purposes replaced that of the meaning
and purpose. Search for a single, incluive good is doomed {0 failure.
Such heppiness as life is capable of comes from the full participation
of all our powers in the zndeavor 0 wrest from cach changing situation
of experience its own full and unique meaning. Faith in the vavied
pomibilitics of diversified experience i attended with the joy of constant
discovery aud of constant growing. Such a joy is possible even in the
midst of trouble and dofeat, whenever life experiences ave treated as
potential disclosures of meanings and wvalues that are to be used as
means 10 a faller and more significant future experience. Belief in x
single purpose distracts thought and wastes encrgy that would help
make the world better if it were direcied to attainable ends.
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V.

I have stated a general principle, becanse philosophy, I teke it, i
more than an enwmerstion of itenw of betief with respect to this and
that question, But the priociple oan  mequire definitencsy oonly in
application to actual isuey, How about religion ? Does renunciation
of the extraemupirical compel alo an abandonanent of all religion ?
It cortainly exacts 8 survender of that superngturalinn and fxed dogma
and rigid imstitationalism with which Ghristianity has boen historically
amociated. But a3 ¥ read human nature mpd hisiory, the intellectuat
content of religions hax always finally adapted itwlf to scientific and
social conditions after they have become clear. In a sense, it has been
pavasitic apon the latter.
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For this reason I do not think that those who are concerned about
the future of & religiom sttitude should wrouble themaelves about the
conBict of science with traditional doctrines — thongh I can undetstand
the perplexity of fundamentalists and liberals alike wha have identified
religion with & special set of helichi. Concern about the fiuture of religion
should lake, I think, a different direction. It is difficult o see bow
religion, after it has accommwdated itself to the disintegrating effect of
kmwhdgcupm:hcmufﬂnchumb,mmnudamiu&fm
traditional sociad imtitytions end remain vital.

It seemns to me that the chief denger to religion Hes in the fact that
it s become so respectable. It has become largely a sanction of what
socially exists — a kind of glom upon institutions and comventions.
Primitive Christixnily was devastating o it claims. It was a religion
of renumiation and denynciation of the “world™; it demanded a changs
of heart that entailed a revolutionary change in human relationsbips.
Since the Western. world is now alieged to be Christiagized, & workd of
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outworn, institutions is accepted and biesed. A religion that began &
a demand or a revolutionary change and thar has become a sanction
to entablished cconomic, political, and international institutions should
perbaps lead its sinceve devotees so reflect upon the sayings of the one
worshiped as its founder : “Woe unto you when all men shall speak
well of you,"”” and, -Biesed are ye when nuen shall revile you and
putsecute you.”

I do not mean by this that the future of religion is bound up with
& reiurn to the apocalyptic vision of the speedy coming of & heavenly
kingdom. I do not mean that I think early Christlanity has within
itself even the gperm of & readymade remedy for prosent ith and a
readymede solution for present problems.  Rather I would suggest
that the future of religion ja connerisd with the passibility of developing
a fuith in the pomibilities of human experience and human relationshigs
that will create a vilal sense of the solidarity of hwman interests and
inspire action to make that sense a reality. If our nominally religious
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omituttions Jearn how o mse their symbols and ries o oxgres and
cenhunce such a faith, they may become wefin! allien of a conception
of life-that s in harmony with knowledge and social noeds.

Since existing Weatern, civilization & what it is a0 iargely becawse of
the forces of isdustry and coavemerce, a geouinely relfigions attitude will
bhe concernod with aff that deeply affecty looman work amd the Ieivare
that i dependent upon the conditions and rosuits of work. That is,
it will acknowiadge the significance of economic factors in fife instead
of evading the imae. The greatest chstacle that exists to the apprehension
and actualizstion of the pomibilitics of cxperience s foand in our
eommomic regime. One doex not bave o accept the doctring of economic
determination of history sod institntions to be xware that the opportuni-
tics of men in general to engage in an experience that &s artistically and
inteflectmally rich apd revwarding in the daily modes of homan instrooutee
i dependent upon econooric conditions. As long aa the supremse effort
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of those who influence thought and set ¢the conditions under which men
acth:iimcmdtomrdmainmnmaﬂheéxia&mmwymmyand
feivaie profit, faith in the possibilities of an sbundeant and significant
experience, participated in by all, will remain merely philosophic.
While this matter was led up to by & comsideration of religion, it
ﬁgniﬁmmm&rbcymithnmafmﬂgimm&n&cum
range and uspect of life,

Mmmhubmamtdymi&mufmicwﬁnu
farnﬂwybmrupnntheﬁfcnfwmmwlmfmthegrmm
of mankind. It requires somewhat tore imagination to see how the
ﬂpeﬁuwenrthmwhum,ummy,wdkm-dnmaw"m&mbiy
off** is restricted and distorted, ‘They seem 1o enjoy the advantages of
the present situation. But they suffer ay deeply from #s defects. The
mmm&ﬁcmmwmﬁdﬁmmﬁnmmﬂm
mdhmmzappmdagumimﬁmwmmimirﬁwﬁm Al
acsthetic and intellectual interests suffer in consequence.  Uscless
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display and luxury, the futile attewpt to secure happiness through the
possesvion of things, social position, and econmmic power over other,
are manifestations of the restriction of experience that existy aniong
those who seemingly profit by the present order. Mutual fear, mppicion,
and jealousy are alve its products, Al of these things deflect and
impoverish human experience beyond afl calowlation,

‘There may have been a time when such things had to be endured
becavse mankind had neither the knowledge nor the-arts by which to
attain an abundant life shared by all, As it becomes increasingly
evident that science and technology have given us the rosources for
dealing effectively with the workings of economic forces, the philesophy
of the pomibilities of experience takes on concrete meaniog.
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Our international system (since, with all its disorder, it is a systewm)
muaauthumpl:,wﬁthrge,ofthumtricﬁmnfupﬂiunm
created by exclusivensss and isolation, In the arts and technical soiences,
there already exist contacts and exchanges undreamed of even a century
ag0. Barring our exccrable tariff walls, the same in true of corumerce
in physical commodities. But at the same Lime, race and color prejudice
hawmhndmnhopmrtmityu&wyiuwmwmpoimnthcmind,
while nationaliym is clevated into a religlon called patriotism., Proples
mdm&amcxist‘mnmmnflatmtantagmhmwhmmtcmndin
overt conflict. This state of affairs narrows and Impoverishes the ex-
perience of every individual in counties ways. An outward gymbol of
thi:mlricﬁmi:founﬂintheoﬂcimdfmtthaluighlypermmofnur
mﬁ&nﬂa@mﬁmsﬂmmmymmemduufmmmﬁpmmﬁng
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for futute wars. mmdammmhm
individual are so bound up with complex, collective, social relation-
ships that the individualion of the past has st ity meaning. Individuals
will always be the center and the consummation of experience, but
what an individasl actoally i in his life-experience depends upon the
nature and movement of associated life. This & the lowon enforced
Morals i not a theme by itself beeause it is not an episode nor
department by itself, It macks the imue of afl the comverging forces
of Me. Ciodes that sct ap fived and uachanging ends and rules have
recessarily relaxed in the face of changing science and society.
A new and cffective morals cen emerge only from an exploratiom
of the realities of humman aswociation. Psychology and the social
disciplines are beginsiog to Ffonith the instrumentalities of this
conpequences, for in no other has there been such wasic. The experitnct
of the past i hugely thrown awsy. There has been no deliberate,
conulative process, no sysbematic tammiskdon of what is learned in
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the contarts and intercowrse of individuals with ooe another, 1t e
been thought enough to hand on fixed rules and fived ends.  Controlled
moral progress cun begin onfy where there s the sifting and commumi.
cation of the resalis of Al rellevant experiences of human assoctation,
such a3 now exints a5 a matter of course in the experiences of scionce with
the nateal wordd,

In popular apeech, murabs nsually significs matters of sex relation-
ship. Phenomena of & period of acute travsition like those of the present
mpwmmﬂwmmhummdﬁ:mghn But
it is clear that the codes which stilt nomically prevail arc the resalt of
anesided aud redricted conditions. Present ideas of love, -marrisge,
sad the family are abnost exchmively mssmculine coostroctions, Like
ﬂlidnﬂmﬁhmnmdutmndwmﬂrm
udndmpum&eymmmmﬂ:ﬂ:myandpmnicmm
wm&:&nmmmhmmmswm
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ceived legal system. The realities of the relationships of men, women,
and children to ome another have besn submetged in this fusion of
sentimentalism and legalimn, The growing feedom of women can
bardly have any other outcome than the production of more realistic
and more human morals. It will be marked by » new freedom, but also
by a new severity. For it will be enforced by the reslitiem of associated
Iife as they are disclosed to carclid and systematic inquiry, and not by
a combination of conventicn and an exhausted legal system with
sentimentality,

Vi,

The chief intellectual characteristic of the present age is its despair
of any comstructive philosophy -~ not st in jis technical meaning.
but in the semse of any integrated outlook snd sttitude, The develop-
ments of the last century have gone so far that we are now aware of
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the shock andd overturs: in older belich. But the Rormation of & new,
coherent view of pature mod man based upon fcts cormonant with
science and actual sovial conditions is still to be had. ‘What we call
the Victoriazn Age seemed to have such & philosophy. It was a philosophy
of hope, of progrem, of all that s called Hberalivn, The growing seise
of unsolved socisl problems, sccentusted by the war, has shakon our
faith, It is impomible fo recover ity maood.

The result iy disithuionment about all comprehensive and positive
ideas. The possession of consiruciive ideals i taken io be an admission
that one is living in & realm of fantasy. We have lost confidence in
reaton because we have leamsd that man i chiefly a creature of habit
and emotion. The notion thet habit and impulse can thermstives be
readered mtelligent on any large snd social scale is felt to be only
another ifhadon. Becauss the hopes and expectaiions of the past have
been discredited, there is cynicism as to all far-reaching plans and poticies.
‘That the very kmowledge which cnables us to detect the iliusory charscter
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of past hopes and aspirations -— a Imowledge denied those who held
thern ~— may cnable ws to forra purposes and expectations that are
better grounded, is overlooked.

In fact, the contrast with the optimiszn of the Victorian Age is
significant of the need and ibiiity of & radically different type of
philasophy. For that era did/mot guestion the essential validity of clder
ideas, Itmognimdﬂmtﬂ:ywmimdmmdﬂdsmtﬁnpuﬁﬁmm
of traditional beliefi — such, for exampie, as the elimination of the
supernatural. But in the main, Victorian thought conceived of new
conditions as if they merely put in our hands efiective instruments for
realizing old ideals. The shock and uncertainty so chamacteristic of
the presemt marks the discovery that the older ideals themsclves are
undermined. Instend of science and techuology giving us better means
far bringing them to pam, they are shaking our wonfidence in ril large
and comprehensive belieh and purposes,

Such a phenomenon is, however, transitory. The impact of the new
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brought unitedly to bear upon industry, politica, religion, domestic Ffe,
and human relations in genersl, is itself something novel. We are oot
accustonaed o it even as an ides. But faith in it iy neither a dresm nor
a demonstrated failure. It i a faith. Renlization of the faith, so that
we may work in larger measure by sight of things achieved, is in the
future. But the conception. of it s a possibility when it ks worked out
in a coherent body of ideas, eritical and constroctive, forms a philosophy,
an organized atiitude of outlock, interpretation, and construction.
A philsophic faith being a tendency o action, can bhe tried and tested
only in action. I know of 1o viable sficrnative in the present day to
such s philosophy as bas been indicated.
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Axt And Clviligation®*

Eathetic experictoe is & manifcmtion, a record and celebratinn of
the life of a civilization, a means of promoting its development, and
is also the witimate judgrpenl apon the quality of & civilization. For
while it s produced and iz enjoyed by individusly, those imdividuals
are what they are in the content of their experience becawse of the cultures
. whick they participate. ‘

There are transicnt and there are saduring clements in a civilization,
The enduring forces are not sepamte; they are fupctions of a multitude
of pasming incidents as the latter are organized into the memnings that
form minds. Art is the great force in effecting this comolidation. The
individuals who have minds pass sway one by one. ‘The works in which
meanings have received oljective expremion endure. They become
part of the environment, and interacton with this phase of the cwiron-
enviromnent is the axin of contivvity in the life of civilteation, The
ordinances of rligion and the power of lew are efficecious as they are

(*) It Axt Aw Repociomon, by Fein Demgy, N.Y. 1934, pp. sué-3a7y, Gb. XEV.
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cdothed with & poanp, a  dignity and majesty that are the wonk of
Fomginatinn. If aocial custonss are more than uniform externsl modes
of action, it s because they are saturated with story and traosositbed
menedng. Ewery art in smue muanner s & medivemn of this trammision
Miuw:hcumminmﬂdemﬂuputafthewm.

“Ihe gley that was Grecoe and the grandeor that was Rome™
ﬁtmﬂmmhﬂy&raﬂhutthemmmnt,mupm
civilixations; glory and grandemr are esthetic. For all but the antiquarism,
amcient Egypt is it monuments, temples and Jiteratore., Contimxity
of coltnre: in passage from one civilivation to another ax well a3 within
the caltare, is conditioned by wt more then by sny other oue thing,
‘Troy fives for 1 only in poctry and in the objects of axt that have heen
reovwexed fioo its roint.  Mincan civiliration is today ity produocts of
axt. Fagan gods and pagan rites are past sod gonme and yet endure in
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the incensc, lighls, robes, and holidays of the presemt.  IF letlon devised
for the purpose, presumably, of faciliiing commorcial transsdctioss,
had not developed into literature, they would still be techuical equip-
menty, aud we ourselves might live amid hardly s higher culture than
that of cur savage ancestors. Apart from rile and coremony, from
pantomime and dance and the drama that devoloped fiom them, fram
dance, smg and accompanying insirumenial music, from the uicesils
and articles of daily lving that were formed on paticres and starmpod
with insignia of conmmunily life that were akin to those manifsied in
the other arty, the incidentr of the far past would now be mmk in

it s out of the question to do more than suggest in bare outline
the function of the arts in older civilizations. But the sris by which
primitive folk commemorated and tranymitted their cntoms and
institutions, arts that were cernmunal, are ihe sources outl of which alt
fine arty have developed. The potterns that were charmctediic of
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wecapons, rugs and blankets, baskels and jars ware macks of tribal
union. Today the anthropalogist relies uponn the paitern carved on
4 club, or pamiled on & bowl to determine is origin. Rite and corermony
as well as legend bound the living and the dead in a common pariner
ship, They were esthetic but they were more than esthetic. The rites
of mourning cxpressedt more than griel; the war and harvest dance
were more than & gribering of encrgy for tavks to be performed; magic
was mote than & way of commanding forces of mature 1o do the bidding
of man; frasts were more than a satisfaction of hunger. Each of these
communal modes of activity united the practical, the social, and the
educative in an integrated whole having esthetic form. They introdhaced
pocial values into experience in the way that was most imprescive,
They connected things that were overlly important amd overtly donc
with the substantial life of the community. Art was in them, for these
activities conformed o the necdy and conditions of the most nteme,
most readily grasped and iongest remembered cxperience.  Bak they
were oore than just art, althoogh the exthetic stemnd was whicpaiborss.
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In Athens, which we 1egard as the hone par exceflence of epic ang
lyric poeny, of the ars of dramm, acchilceture and sculpture, the idea
of art for sri’s sake would not, a5 1 have aiready remarked, have been
undersioed.  Plato’s harshness toward Homer and Hesiod sceins sirained.
But they were the moral teachers of the poople. His attacks upon the
pocts arc Jike those which some critics of the preacnt day Lring against
portions of Christizn seriptures because of evil moral influsnce attributed
o ther. Plato's demand of consonship of poetry and music is a tribute
to the social and sven political influence exercised by thme ars. Diama
was enacted on holy-days; attendance was of tho nature of an act of
civic worship. Architecture in all its significant forma was public, not
domestic, much less devated to industry, banking, or comumerce,
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ESCAPE FROM PERIL »

Jmmﬁnxiuawoddafhamdsismmpeuudmmkfmwity.
He hax sought to altain it in two ways. One of them began with an
atlempt to propitiate the powers which environ him and determine
bin desimy. It expresied self in supplication, sacrifice, ceremonial
vite and magicsl cull, In tme these crude methods were Iargely
displaced. ’ﬂmmiﬁmufnmritehmrtmmadmmplcaﬁng
than that of bulls and oxen; the inner attilude of reverence and devotion
nmeove desirable than extormal corenonies, if man could not conguer
duﬁnyhamﬁdwitﬁngiyaﬂyhinuelfﬁ&it;pﬁﬁnghinwiﬂ,m
inmaﬂli:&m,mthuddeaf&cpawswhichdkpcmfortum,he
counld escape defeat and might triuraph in the midst of destruction.

) hm@utfﬂm'ty,byjlh Dy, Lomdon, 1529 Chap I. Escape
Botn Poil, pp. Fr1y.
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The other course is to invent artr apd by dwiv means turn the
powers of nature ko account; man constructs a fortress out of the very
conditions and forces which threaten him. He builds shcliers, weaves
garments, makes fiame his fricnd instead of his coemny, and grows fmto
the complicated arts of amociated lging. This i the method of changing
the warkd through action, a3 the other i the method of changing e
self in cmotion and idea. It is 8 commentary on the sdight control wan
has obtained over himself by means of controd over mature, that tho
method of action has been felt to manifest dangerous pride, cven defiance
of the powers which be. People of old wavered boiween thinkiag arts
to be the giR of the gody and to be an juvasion of their prerogativen.
Both versions teatify to the semae of something extraordiinary in the arts,
something cither quperhuman or unnatural. ‘Ihe aoufs who have
prodicted that by mears of the arts man might exsblish a kingdom of
arder, justice and beauty through fnastery of natgre’y emergics and
Iawa have besn few and little hended,
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Men have been glad emough to enjoy the fraits of sach arts aa they
powmess, and in receat centurics have mncrexyingly devoted themstlves
to their multiplication. Put this offort has been conjoined with a
profound distrust of the arts as a method of dealing with the serfous
perily of life. Doubt as to the truth of this statement will be dispelled
if one considers the disewteem in which the idea of practice haz been
heid. Philosophers have celebrated the method of change in personal
ideas, and religious teachers that of change m the affections of the heart.
These conversions have -beesn prived on their own account, and only
incidentally because of a change in action whick would ensue. The
latter hay been esteemed as an evidence of the change in thought and
sentiment, not as & method of traxsfieming the scene of life. “The places
in which the use of the arts has effected acual objective tranformation
have been regarded as inferior, if not base, and the activities comneeted
with them as menial. The disparsgement stiending the ides of the
malerinf has seized upon them. The honourable gquality associated
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withthnidmnfthc“x;ﬁrituﬂ“hubummvedfwdungcinhmw
attitirdes.

The depreciation of action, of doing and making, hes been cultivated
by philosophers . But while pbilosophers have perpetuated the
&edﬂugaﬂmhy&rmﬂaﬁngandjmﬁfyingit,thcydidmtuﬁgimit.
Mgimiﬁed&cirwnaiﬁcewi&wtdnubtinpimhgﬂw&ymmmh
above practice. But independently of their attitude, many ihings
conspired to the same effect. ‘Work has been onerous, toiltome, sssociated
with a primeval curse. it has been dome under compulsion and the
presnzre of necessity, while intellectual activity is amociated with loisure.
Gnmmafthcnnplmnmmnfpnctimlmﬁvﬂy,ﬂmmhaﬂt
a5 pamible has been put upon slaves and setfh. Thus the social dishoaour
inwhichthiualmmhddwuﬂ:mdodtothuwmkthwdu. There
hﬂm&zag&lmrgmmofkmﬁngmd&ﬁnﬂngwithmw
and spiritual principles, and of the arts, of all practical aciivity in
doing and making, with matter, mekhdomwithﬂmbod?,by
means of mechanical appliances, and is directed upon material (hingy,
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The diepote which has attended the thought of material things in
couparioss, with omateriel thought bas been transferred to every-
thing ssociated with peactice,

One: might continge in this strain, The natural history of conceptions
about work and the arts if it were traced through a succession of
axuf codtvres would be instructive. Butallﬂmismedulﬁrmrpmpm
B o mive the goestion : Why iy invidious diserimination 7 A very
Ettle refiextion shows that the suggestions which have been offered by
wuy of caplnation themsclves need to be explained. 1deas derived
from social castes and  emotional revulsions are hardly reasons to be
thﬂﬂiﬁﬂﬁmﬂahﬂhﬁdﬁmmghthﬂymyhﬁmabmﬁng
the Fnmaterial are affaics which are not self-explangtory. And, as we
shall be at swenc peins o show later in the discussion, the ides which
comnects thinking and dowing with some principle or force that is
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wholly scpamts from connection. with physical things will not stwad
oamnation, copeciaily since the whoic-hearted adoption of experi-
expevimental method in the naturad sciences.

The questions sugpested have far-reaching imuce. what is the came
and the bnoport of the sharp division between theory amd practice ?
Why should the latter be discsteermed along with matter and ihe body 2
What hay heen the effect upon the various modes in which action i
mamifesied : industry, politice, the Bne arts, and upon morah conorived
of as overt activity having consequences, instead of as meve mmer
personal attitnde 7 How has the separation of intellect from aclion
sffected the theory of lmowledge 7 What ha: been in pasticular the
dfixt upon the conception and course of philwophy 7 What Rrors
are at work to break down the division ? What would the pilixs be
if the divorce were anmiulled, and koowing and doing wene Eeought
traditional thoory of mind, thought and knowing would ‘be neqerired
and what change in the idea of the office of philosophy would be dovnandde
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What modifications would ensue in the digciplines which are concerned
wilh the various phases of human activity ?

These questions form (he theme of this book, and indicate the nature
of the problems to be discused. In  this opsning chapter we shall
corsider especially soroe historic grounds for the clevation of knowledge
above making and deing, This phase of the discomion will disclose
that cxaliation of pure inteflect and its activity above practical affairs
is fundamenially connected with the quest for a certainty which shall
e absoluie and unshakeable. The distinctive characteristic of practical
activily, one which is so inherent that it cannot be climinated, is the
uncertainty” which attends it. OfF it we are compelled to zay : Acl, but
act at your peril. Judgment and belief regarding actions to be performed
can never gitain more than a precarious probability. Through thought,
however, it hay zeemed that men might excape from the perils of uncer-
tainty.

Practical activity deals with Individualized and unique situations
which are never exactly duplicable and about which, accordingly, no



Yis
Al o e sadadt caddd Ty Jad W o it Gl DS
o Ul ¢ i Wp oyl s LS p1s e gl by ¢ SO w2l
¢ Lledll a5 257 sits DLW g b (JF LIS tla S5
il BB o el RS iy G s OF oliid W taly
& W \gh BN e (I e B e LS Dby
clnalyy fa gl ptadlly anii Gy pliny Wt o8 A8 O anity DLIYT AXF pue
i o Ui Vin gy O it LU Tipeld O o 4 * by
L Oball pURH ol Lt B k) 573 3 ARGy B Yy
A e el e it O 250 SOl EpL JEa W Aedle O
Al Jadlly ol 5 A (s oa Skl Ol ¢ sl (5 Ol peaus”
o o U B I SE (bt O] . Galy sy okuas Ve o
st 2l 5 o Sl iy ¢ by wdp st ly o L8
3y il g ] L D ) g o M CALLT e 55 Doyl

coenplete assarance iz pomible. All activity, momevoer, involves change.
The intellect, bowever, 2coording to the traditional doctrine, may grasp
universal Being, and Being which iz walversal iy fixed and immutable.
Whesrever there in practical activity we human beings are involved as
partakers in the issue. All the fear, disesteem and lack of confidence
which gather about the thought of ourselves, cluster also about the thaught
of the actions in which we are partners. Man's dizirust of himself has
caused him to desire to get beyond and above himself; in pure knowledge
ke hay thought he could attuin thisv self-transcendence,

‘There i no need to expatinte upom  the risk which xtiends overt
action. The burden of proverbs und wise saws i that the bhest [aid
plans of men ax of mice gang agiey. Fortunes rather than cur own
intent snd act determines eventual sucoess and fuilure, The pathes of
unfulfiled expectation, the tragedy of defeated purpose and ideals,
the catatrophes of accident, are the commonpinces of all comment
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on the booaan, sceme,.  'We srvey conditiops, make the wisest choice
we cam; we act, ansd we xoust trmst the rest to Sete, fortune or providetsoe.
Mowaliszs tefl v 10 look to the end when we act and then inforan us that
the enil i always oncertain,  Jodging, plaouing, dwice, no matter
bow thoroughly conducted, and action no matter how prodently excated,
ntvew are the sole detarminants of any ontcome., Alen and mdiffierent
wabtpral forors, ynforesceable conditions, enter in and hawe a decixve
woice. ‘The more important the heuae, the grester is thar sy aa to the
wilcrior event.

Hence men bave Jonged to find & realm is which there i an activity
which is oot overt amd which has 1o external comsequences.  ““Salety
firw” has played & Insrge role in effecting » preference for knowing over
doiong and maaking. Witly those fo whom the process of pure thinking
i compenisl and who have the leisure and the aptitnde to purmae their
preforence, the bappines attending knowing i wmalloyed; it & not
atsngied in the risks which overt action canpot escape. “Thought hma.
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been alleged to be a povely bmer activity, intringic to mind alone;
and acoording to taditional clamic doctrins, *mind” it complete and
self-aafficient in itself, Chext action may follow upon i epevations bat
in an external way, a way not intcinsic to its completion,  Since xationad
activity s complete within itse3f it neods no mxternel wmanifestation,,
Failwe and frastratiom are attributed to the scoldents of am alien,
intractable and infirios vesim of existence, ‘The outer lot of thonght
i cast in @ world extexnal to it, bat one which in no way infores the
sapremacy smd completenes of thought and knowlcdge in their intriosic
BAtureL,

Ylws the ars by which man attins such practical sccurity as s
pible of achicvement are looked down upon. The secuxity thoy
provide js relative, ever incomplete, at the risk of untowsrd circomstance.
The muldphcation of arts may cven be bemoancd as a source of new
dangees. Each of them demands itx own measures of protection. Xach
omst: in itn operation beings with it rew and unexpeoted conseguenees.
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having perils for which we are not prepared. The quest for certainty
iz a gquest for a peace which is sssaured, an chject which s vogualified
by risk and the shadow of fear which action casts. For it is oot uncertainty
per s which men: diglike, but the fact that uncertainty involves us in
peril of evils. Uncertainty that affected oniy the detail of conseqquences
to be experienced provided they had a warrant of being enjoyable
would have no sting. It would bring the sest of adventure and the spice
of variety. Quest for camplele certainty can be fulfiled in pure knowing
alone, Such i3 the verdict of our most enduring philosophic tradition.

While the tradition has, ns we shali see later, found its way into
all themes and subjects, and determines the form of current problems
and conclusions regarding mind and knowledge, it may be doubted
whether i we were suddenly rolessed from the burden of tradition we
should, on the basis of present expericnee, take the disperaging view
of practice and the exalted view of knowledge apart from action which
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tradition dictates. For man, in spite of the new perils in which the
machinery of bis new arts of production and transporiation have
involved himn, has learmed to play with sources of danger. He oven
seeks them out, weary of the routine of & too sheltered life, The enor-
mous change taking place in the position of women iz jteclf, for eample,
a commeniary og a change of altitude toward the value of protection
as am rod in itself, 'We have atisined, at least subcossciously, a ceriain
feeling of confidemee; a feciing 1hat control of the main conditions of
fortune i2 to An appreciable degree paming inte our own hands, We
live surroundod” with the protection of thousands of arix and we have
devised schomes of insrance which mitigate and distribute the evils
which acerue. Barring the fearn which war leaves in its train, it i
perhaps a safe speculation that if contemporary wemters man were
completely deprived of ali the old belich about knowledge and actions,
he would asume, with & fair degrec of confidence, that il lics within
his power to achieve a ressonable degree of secusity in Lifs,
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This suggestion is speculative, Acceptance of it is not noeded by
the avgurneat. It has its vatue as an indication of the earfier conditions
in which a felt need for assurance was the dominant emoticn. For
primitive man had none of the claborate arts of protection and nse
Mmme@wuﬂmmﬁmmhh&mmwhmthey
wexe reinforced by appliances of art. He hved under conditions jn
which he was extraordinarily exposed 10 peril, and at the same time
be was withour the means of defence which are today matters of course.
Mast of cur simplest tools and uiensils did not exivt: there was no
mtefoﬂm‘ghl;mfnmdth:fmmurnafwcinamdnﬂndm
which was more than physieal; save under unuscally benign conditions
he was beset with dangers that knew no remission. In .
mystery atiended experiences of good and evil; they could not be traced
to their natnral cawscs and they scemed to be the dispensations, the
gifts and the inflictions, of powers heyond possibility of controf. The
carious crises of birth, puberty, iliness, death, war, famine, plague, the
uncertaintics of the hunt, the vicimitudes of climate and the great
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scasonnl changes, hept imagination occupied with the uncertain. Any
scene: or ohject that was implicated in any conspicuous tragedy or triviuph
in Do matter how accidental & way, got a peculiar significance, It was
scizerd pon 23 » harbinger of pood or 2y an omen of evil. Accondingly,
sorpe things were cherithed an weans of encorspawing safety, jost as
a good artian to-day looks after his tools; others were feared and
shomned hecame of their potencies for harm.

Az a drowning man ix said to geasp 2t & straw, 10 men who facked
the instraments and skifs developed in later days snatched at whatever,
by any stretch of imagination, could be regarded as a source of help
in Bme of trouble. The attention, interest and care whick sow go to
acquiving okill o the we of appliances and to the invention of moans
Fox betier service of ends, were devoted to moting omeny, making frrelevant
progoostications, performing ritmlistic cerecmonies and manipulating
objects passesied of mwgical power over natural events, In much an
stmosphere  primitive refigion was born and fostered.  Rather, this
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PFHILOSOPEY AND CIVILIZATION®

Volumes have been written nbout each term of our themme. What
is civilization ? philosophy ? Yet time pases, and ambiguities and
compiexities cannot be clinzinated by definition; we can only circumvent
them by begging questions. But as to one of the terms at least, namely,
philosophy, wo shall frankly make what it begged explicit. A stutement
of the relations of philosophy to civilisation will, after all, only expound,
in. some indirect mianner, the view of philssophy to which one is already
coppmitted. Unless thin fact is faced, we shall not only beg the isus,
but we shall deceive ourselves into thinking that we are sctting forth
the conclusions of an original inquiry, undertaken and executed in-
dependently of our own philosophical conceptions.

{*) In, Pillomaphy umd Clsillmiion, by Fev Desg, N.Y.iga1, pp.g-6.
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As for myself, them, the discusion is approached with the antecedent
idea that philasophy, 1ike politics, [terature and the plastic arts, is itself
s phenomencn, of human cufture, I3 conmection, with soctal history,
with ciuﬂimﬁm,iuintrhmic.%i&amtmﬂngtbmwhuphﬂo-
sophize the comviction that, while past thinkers have reflected in their
mmdx&cmﬂiﬁumandpmphiﬁmofﬂmirmday,mﬁ-day
philosophy in general, ‘xnd ont’s own philosophy in particelar, is
cmancipated from the infuence of that complex of institutions which
formas culture, Bacon, Descartes, Kant each thought with fervor that
hemﬁnmdhgphﬂnwphyamwbmmhemplminghmdy
uponmuchnﬁvninmﬂmﬂbuh,mhﬁmﬂmtis,of
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argl incompatible with received authowitics, Philosophers are parts of
history, caught in its movensent; cresiors perhapes in some measare of
its future, hut also awuredly aeatures of its past.

Those who assert in the abstract definition of philosoplry that 3t
deals with eternat truth or reality, untouched by local ime snd  place,
are forced to admit thet philnsophy a3 & ooncrete existence s histerical,
bhaving temporal pesage and a divesity of locsl habitations. Open
your bimiories of philpoby, and you find written throughout them
the same poriods of time and the srne geographical distributions which
provide the inteflectua]l scheme of histories of politics, imdustry or the
fine arts. I cannot imagine a histoy of philosophy which did not
pantition s moaterial between the oocident and the orvient; which did
ot Eind he former falling into ancient, metieval and modern epochs;
which, in seiting forth Greek thought, did not specify Asiatic and Ttalian
oolonies and Athems. On the other hand, those who sxpres comtempt
for the enterprise of philosophy a3 a sterile and monotnons prenccupaion
with woolvable or unreal problems, cannot, without convicting them-
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acives of Philistinisn, deny that, however it may stand with philosoplny
m a revedation of ciarnal truths, it B tremeadowdy significant = »
reveiation of the predicsments, protests and aspirations of humanity.

The two views of the history of thought are uwsually profiered s
frrecomcilable opposites.  According to one, it is the record of the most
ol denlings of the reason with ultimate being; acconding to the
othex, it is & scene of peetentious dadite and ridicalows filuces, Never-
thelem, there o a point of view from which there iy somethmg comznon
to the two notions, snd this comuwwon denpminator is miore significant
than the oppodtions. Memning ix wider in scope as well as more precions
in value thrn is truth, and philesophy s occupied with meaning rather
then with troth,

Inx philosoply “ﬂﬂmwiﬁmcthmgmmpﬂmbhmﬂt
meaping of Athenian civilization or of & dowms or a lyric. Significaat
bistory is fived in the imagination, of man, and philsophy & a further
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excursion of the imagination into ils own prior achievements. Al that
s distinctive of man, marking him off ficen the clry he walls apon or
the patatoes he cats, occurs in his thought and emotions, in what we
have agreed 1o call comsciousness. EKnowledge of the structure of sticks
and stones, an enterprise in which, of course, truth is esential part
from whatever added contrel it may yield, marks in the end but an
enrichment of conscicusness, of the srea of mennings. Thus sclentific
thought hiself is Brally but a Amcion of the imagination in enriching
life with the significance of things; it is of its peculiar essence that it
must also submit to certain tests of application and conirol, Were
significance identical with exisicnce, were values the same as events,
idealign would be the omly possible philosophy,

It is commonplace that physically and existentially man can but
make g superficial and transient scratch upon the ocutermost rind of the
world, It hsx become 3 chesp intellectual pastime to contrast the
infinitesimal pettiness of man with the vasinesses of the stellar universes.
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Yet all such commprrisons are illicit. '‘We cannnt compare cristence and
meaning; they are disparate. The characteristic life of man is iteeif
the meaning of vast siretches of existences, and without it the latter
have no value or isnificames. There is no commoen neasore of phyzsical
existenor and conscious expecience because the Iatier iy the only measure
there i for the former, ‘The significance of being, though not its existenos,
is the emotion it sties, the thought it mstains.

If follows that there s no specificable difference between philosopby
apd its role in e hivocy of civitation, Discover and define the right
characteristic and unique fonction in civilition, and you have defined
phikosophy iteelf.
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