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Jabra I. Jabra

From Soliloquy of a Lazy Lady

In a place of rocks and water I

Was one of three : the storm surprised

Our rose-like nudity and drove us on

To the verge of an abysmal gorge,

And held us there suspended in gustful lautghter
Saying, O Sirens, sing for the sailors to land

At your golden feet.

I cried :

Come fill my days with worlds and smoke,
With pain and envy and rocking laughter:
Be song and dance to me, amrigold

In my hair, a dress about my breast.

But all the way down, the gorge was lined with

skulls.
And I heard him say:

I’'ve cast the years behind,
Learnt the meaning of all sorrow,
Abandoned my friends, disciples
In the garden of the dead. |

And other voices said :

A tempest is on the sea, O Sirens,

The rocks are in an avalanche hurled down

For you to sing of tigers that spring

Upon their hunters, in a world of eyes that soon
Grow dim, O dimmer than the depths

Of sea and hearts of ancient women,



(et eins) JguS Sad §Jaige (o

. JRUPISPER LIRS i

G\ 2B oW el gasl ST

..-g ,

Ly cabily oy Y
o8l G D ola i é‘
i L.aw._:[ e L (._.-J
g5 Soled O € nw S5
u<““"‘ L
c B b
cblesy Bl bl Sl gl
L Vandgs Kooy 5y Ul
Ta iy ¢ LS_;; e d oS
. S4g d g i';u ¢ & am 3
Lr’ (,,-..G-\ o ~......!\S R URR

JJRJ ‘--l?"_’
§ b oo il ol
¢ Lz O oY) san 25



Who call,

Darling, what are you doing in

The underworld with dust and grime

And cruel Persiphone, so far away

From swan-white rivers and eyes

That never grow dimm.

O Ariel, lead with song and tabor your band

Of spirits masked in gorgeous dance upon

The bogs of cities where there’s not a spot of

green.

Baghdad
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Galway Kinnell

The Schoolhouse

I

I find it now, the schoolhouse by the tree,
And through the broken door, in the dusklight,
I glimpse the benches where we sat, while he
Paced with his visions through the schoolroom’s

night,
And the fruit went red, and the leaves windled
In the fall, and winter possessed his head.

And it was here in this house we were taught

All there was, we believed, that men may know,

All action, all passion, all defying thought,

What Socrates quoted from Diotima,

How Troilus laughed the tears into his eyes,

That years leapfrog through blood: flings of the
dice.

Why does the door swing open so? Did some
Boy biding so long he could scarcely sit
- (Go cannoning into the summertime
In such haste he forgot to unlateh it ?
Or did he burgler back, for him, by night,
As a child seeks a lampflame which is out?

II

A man of letters invited the tramps
To tea. Otway and Chatterton he read

1Y
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To trampless chairs; he lived on tea for months.
A padlock held the gate when he was dead.

Weather, time, and the leaks of tramps, then
| | strange
The lock snapped, the gate crowed on its hinge,

And now when the parks are linened with frost,
The tramps flock here and lightstep in and
| sprawl
At the foot of the statue of their host
— Which they call “His Better Self”, which he
would call
“Knowledge, ” sometimes “Death, ” whose one
- gesture
Seems to beckon; yet it remains obscure —

And boil their tea on the floor and pick fruit

In his graden, where that man used to walk

Thinking on Eden and the fallen state,

And dust an apple as he had a book. ...

‘““Hey now Porky, gee’s the core,” one hollers.

“Wise up,” says Pork, “ They ain’t gonna be a
core. ”’

IiI

I hear modern schoolchildren shine their pants
In buttock-blessing seats in steamy schools
Soaking up civics and vacant events

From innocents who sponge periodicals

And squeeze that out again in chalky gray
Across the blackboards of the modern day;

Yet they will guess that we fled our benches
Afternoons when we ourselves were but nice

N ¢
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Kids too, who longed through the fruited bran-
- ches
For one narrow plot of the centuries
— Fighting in Latin the wars of the Greeks —
Our own green days, the fruit we picked and
- picked
And that we possessed never; although they
Might hoe their skulls, hearing that we returned,
In our age, to the schoolhouse by the tree,
- Still guessing what it was that day he learned,
His eyes great pupils and his fish-hook teeth
Stuck in the apple of knowledge, or death.

IV

I recaill a recitation in that house: _

“We are the school of Hellas was the claim
Of a Greek city-state. pupil Hellas

Doubting the promise put the school to flame.

They came back, however, and rummaged the
ruin. ”’

I think the first inkling of the lesson

Was when we watched him from the apple wrest
Semething that set in stone the glitter of

Love or despairless faith, and he was lost

In radiance, trying to signal or move,

Until our fright moved him, his hair was white,
His eyes blue pits, he waved us to the night ;

And we are here, under the starlight. I
Remember he taught us the stars careen

In wild flight, though motionless to the eye.

I believe him now ; this night I have seen
The slow sky uncoils in exploding forms

And the stars that flee it ride free in its arms.
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