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Abstract

The article contends that Ibn Rushd’s
extensive use of scientific analogies is
purposeful. Known to Historians as a jurist
and a physician who had an excellent mastery
of Arab literature, Ibn Rushd had nourished
interests in Mathematical and Physical
sciences as well. These interests of Ibn
Rushd’s had a great influence on the nature
of the analogies that he used in his works as
a philosopher. One of the main premises that
govern the use of analogy within the realms
of reasoning requires the user of analogies to
have a full knowledge of the subject matter
of the example. The present article attempts
to examine the extent to which Ibn Rushd
respects this rule as a premise to his argument,
and to what ends. For Ibn Rushd, the purpose
behind using mathematical examples was to
legitimize scientific theorization in the Islamic
world, and to set its rules of cooperation and
exchange among scientists. The certainty and
neutrality of mathematical sciences allow for
this purpose. However, Ibn Rushd  chose
to substitute mathematical analogies by
analogies of foundation of jurisprudence-- a
science which is closer to the audience that
he targeted in the first place. In fact, this is
the main factor behind Ibn Rushd’s strategic

choice to let go of mathematical examples.
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