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Al-maf’ul Minhu: Is It A Grammatical Category of
Objectivity in Arabic or What?

Hassan K. Almalkh*

ABSTRACT

This research investigates deliberately a viewpoint which was ascribed to Abu Sa’id al-Sirafi (d.368 A.H/
978 A.D) by some grammarians, which stated, in addition to the typical objects in Arabic grammar, namely
direct, adverbial, unrestricted, concomitant, and causative, a sixth type called Al-maf’'ul Minhu. Al-Sirafi
observed it when referring to exemplification of accusative case of the word “gawmahu” within the Koranic
Verse (" " Al-A'raf: versel55). The research, following an exhaustive discussion
drawn upon a historical method devices and foundations of objectivity in Arabic regimen through illustrative
examples and reviewing the Arab grammarians conditions, refuted the consideration of Al-maf’ul Minhu as a
grammatical category presenting a sixth object. Otherwise it directed and undertook syntactically the proper
aspect of the word “gawmahu” that goes along with the foundations of declension in Arabic.
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