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Acronymy as a Method of Word Building in Arabic
Abstract

This article brings into debate the issue of "word building”" in Arabic language —
acronym in particular. This is discussed through dealing with the potentials of Arabic
language in terms of word building. Mechanisms of this process in Arabic as well as the
circulation of the generated words and their validity are also discussed.

The article concludes that Arabic language is so extensive and flexible that it
allows multiple methods of word building, notwithstanding the disproportionate
employment of these methods. The least employed method is that of acronymy, which
exists in modern Arabic, but not in traditional one; classical Arabic was familiar only with
word-bridging — a conduct restricted to writing. Modern Arabic, in contrast, imported the
acronym method from Western languages and literally followed its scheme. In fact, the
majority of the abbreviated words are apparently produced by individuals; they are
generally mere imitations of their western counterparts and thus vague and insufficient. On
the whole, this kind of word building is in need of more time to be adequately systematized
within generally accepted rules.
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