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Abstract

of human experience. “The imposition of external form and

structure is resisted, since this reflects the view point of the
Understanding the theoretical assumptions of the research design
we are employing is a crucial part in conducting our research. Failure
to do so might have serious consequences on the whole research
process including how we can maximize the validity of our research
conclusions. In this paper, I shed light on how the qualitative
research design interprets and applies the theoretical assumptions
related to the validity issues in doing research in order to enhance the
credibility and the quality of our research, and therefore maximize
people's trust in our conclusions.

Introduction

There is no doubt that any type of research entails a very

systematic and organized inquiry aimed to establish and create a
significant knowledge to add to our existing knowledge. Thus, doing
any type of research requires great efforts in order to understand
how this particular type of research is done and approached. In
addition, the way you begin doing a research including conventions of
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data collections, compiling, analysing and interpreting the results will
ultimately affect what you learn from your research study (Brown and
Rogers, 2002).

Educational research can be approached by different research
paradigms. However, each research paradigm has its own
epistemological and ontological assumptions regarding the nature of
knowledge and the meaning of doing research. For example, the
quantitative or positivist research paradigm stresses the role of
scientific thinking including objectivity, prediction, and the discovery
of scientific generalizations in understanding the phenomenon under
investigating (Cohen et al. 2007). On the other hand, the interpretive
(qualitative) research paradigm is concerned with human
understating and interpretation (Ernest, 1994).

Understanding the epistemological and ontological assumptions

of any type of research paradigm is very crucial as these assumptions
direct and inform how this particular research paradigm views the
research process including how the concepts of validity are
interpreted and implemented.

In this paper, I discuss how the qualitative (interpretive)

research paradigm interprets and applies the issue of validity in doing
research. First, I identify the epistemological and ontological
assumptions of the qualitative research. I then explain how the
qualitative research interprets the meaning of validity and reliability. I
proceed to discuss the procedures of maximizing the validity of
qualitative research. I conclude this paper by reflecting on some of
these procedures suggested to maximize the validity of qualitative
research.

What is Qualitative Research?

The qualitative research paradigm is known under different

terms including, naturalistic, constructivist, and interpretive (Erickson,
1986, Ernest, 1994, Cohen et al, 2007). Therefore the terms
qualitative and interpretive will be used interchangeably in this paper.
Lincoln and Denzin (1998: 3) give a general definition of the
meaning of qualitative research. They suggest:

Qualitative research is multimethod in focus, involving an

naturalistic approach to its subject matter. This means interpretive
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researchers study things in their natural settings, that qualitative
or interpret phenomenon in terms of attempting to make sense of
Qualitative research involves  the meaning people bring with them.
empirical materials-case the studied use and collection of a variety of
interview,  study, personal experiences, introspective, life story,
describe observational, historical, international, and visual texts that
routine and problematic moments and meanings in individuals’ lives.

Qualitative research is generally regarded as “any kind of
research that produces findings not arrived at by any means of
statistical procedures or other means of quantification” (Corbin and
Strauss, 1990: 17). Instead, the findings of qualitative research derive
from real world settings where the phenomenon under investigation
“unfolds naturally” (Patton, 2002: 39).
The researcher gets the opportunity to know the people and the
setting under investigation by spending considerable time in the
setting, and sharing the lives of the people of this particular setting.
The qualitative research assumes that meaning and process are
essential in understanding human actions, that knowledge is captured
through people talking about their meanings; that knowledge is
structured within personal biases and values; and that knowledge
develops, emerges, and cannot be removed from the context in which
it is studied. As Bogdan and Biklen (1998: 55) have suggested, these
assumptions “provide the parameters, the tools, and the general
guide of how to proceed” with a qualitative research.
Smith (1987:140) has argued that “for interpretive approaches,
the object field to be studied is the acts and meanings ascribed to
events by actors in a particular social context”. This correlates with
Marshall and Rossmans’ (1999:57) argument in which they claim that
“for a study focusing on individuals' lived experience, the researcher
could argue that one cannot understand human actions without
understanding the meaning that participants attribute to these
actions, their thoughts, feelings, beliefs, values, and assumptive
worlds”.
The world in the context of the interpretive research paradigm is
understood through the subjective life observer as opposed to that of
the actor directly involved” (Cohen et al. 2007: 22). Subjectivity is
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regarded as a tool to deal with the understandings, interpretations,
and experiences people bring with them to their social context.
Anderson and Burns (1989: 67) suggest, that “the subjective meaning
of action for humans is legitimate content of study”. Angen (2000:
385) adds “because we cannot separate ourselves from what we
know, our subjectivity is an integral part of our understanding of
ourselves, of others, and of the world around us”.

Validity in Qualitative Research
An important issue that has to be taken into account by
researchers is how their research conclusions can be taken for
granted. That is, how can we make sure that the research results are
convincing and corresponding to the real world? Maxwell (1996: 87)
refers validity to “the correctness or credibility of a description,
conclusion, explanation, interpretation, or other sort of account”. He
suggests that validity depends on the link between the researcher’s
conclusions and the real world, and that there are no methods that
can assure that the researcher has effectively comprehended the
explanations of the world he/she is studying. Maxwell (1996) claims
that validity is relative and can never be verified or taken for granted.
According to Doryni (2007), validity is concerned with the with the
overall quality of the research process including the interpretations
the researchers make on the basis of their observations, and the
extent to which these interpretations can be generalizable beyond the
research setting. Whittemore et al. ( 2001: 522) point to the following
concerns as related to validity issues. They write:
The need to demonstrate the truth value of multiple
dependability of findings amid variability, the  perspectives, the
boarder contexts, and the freedom applicability of findings to
identified as validity issues to from bias in the research process were
be addressed in the research process

The qualitative research is generally criticised for lacking the
standards means for establishing validity used in quantitative
research (Lincoln and Guba, 1985, Maxwell 1992, Robson, 2002).
“Proponents of positivist quantitative research often imply that
qualitative research especially interpretive approaches to human
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inquiry are so rife with threats to validity that they are of no scientific
value” (Bailey, 1997, cited in Angen, 2000: 378).

As I have outlined earlier, the qualitative research is based on
entirely different epistemological and ontological assumptions
compared to quantitative research. This implies that validity criteria of
quantitative research are inappropriate for qualitative research
(Lincoln & Guba 1985, Hammersley, 1992).

Advocates of the qualitative research reject the quantitative

research criteria of validity which stress the importance of the
consistency of the results over time, the accurate representation of
the total population under study, and the repeatability and
generalizability of the results (Kirk & Miller, 1986; LeCompete &
Preissle, 1993; Altheide & Johnson, 1994). Leininger, 1994 cited in
Whittemore et al 2001: 524, argues that “quantitative validity criteria
applied to qualitative research are awkward, confounding, and
confusing”.

Lincoln and Guba, (1985), argue that concepts such as ‘internal
validity’, ‘external validity’, and ‘objectivity’ are inappropriate for
qualitative research. They replace the concept of validity with that of
“trustworthiness” They propose four alternative concepts which they
claim to be more appropriate to enhance the trustworthiness of
qualitative research. These concepts are credibility, transferability,
dependability, and conformability.

Credibility

Credibility is concerned with whether the inquiry was carried out in a way
which guarantees that the subject of the inquiry was correctly identified and
described. Several techniques have been proposed to ensure credibility. These
include the following:

1. Prolonged involvement. The goal here is that the researcher spends
sufficient time in the setting to learn the culture, test for any
misinformation introduced by distortions either by the researcher or the
respondents.

2. Persistent observation. This technique enables the researcher to focus
his/her observation on the most issues that are relevant to his/her
investigation.

3. Triangulation. This entails using evidence from different sources, of
different methods of collecting data such as the combination of using
observations and subsequent interviews.
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4. Peer debriefing. This is a process where the researcher shares his/her
thoughts, analysis, and conclusions with a peer with the goal of exploring
other aspects of the inquiry that might be missed by the researcher.

5. Negative case analysis. This involves sharing the interpretation of the
findings with the participants of the study to ensure that these findings
represent the participants and their ideas accurately.

6. Member checks. This involves eliciting participants’ views and comments
on the findings and interpretation in order to ensure that these findings
represent the participants and their ideas accurately.

Transferability

Transferability in qualitative research is a concept corresponding to

external validity or generalizabilty in quantitative research (Maxwell, 1996).
Qualitative researchers usually focus their research on a single setting or a
small number of individuals or sites, using specific rather than probability
sampling, and they have different concepts and meanings regarding the
generalizabilty of their findings (Maxwell, 1996). Guba and Linclon (1982) for
example, call for substituting the concept of generalizibilty with that of
“fittingness”. They argue that the idea of fittingness with its focus on analyzing
the extent to which the situation under investigation matches other situations in
which one is interested, gives a more applicable way of thinking about
generalizability of research conclusions than do more traditional approaches.
This view or concept requires the researcher to present a substantial amount of
information about the situation and the setting under investigation. Failure to
do this will mean that it is unlikely to make informed decisions about whether
the conclusions resulted from any particular site or situation are valuable in
understanding other sites or situations. The researcher has to provide clear and
detailed description of the people and the setting under investigation as a
means of allowing conclusions about the extent to which results from one
situation are applicable to other situations.

Jankowski (2002: 155) claims that when researchers spend a

considerable time in the field, they will have more scope to generalize their
representations to other populations or situations. He goes further to suggest:
When researchers spend a small amount of time doing field work (weeks

few months) there is the question of whether the actions being observed  or
representative of some general pattern or are idiosyncratic to the person, are
or event observed. Without significant amounts of field time, it is unlikely time
a sufficient amount of data will have been accumulated to establish a that
Incomplete patterns are simply that. They can be suggestive, but  pattern.
and they should not be represented as an empirical they can not,
consistency.
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Dependability

Dependability is an equivalent to reliability (Robson, 1993). Strategies for
enhancing this aspect of trustworthiness include triangulation. Triangulation is
considered as the use of multiple data collection technique (Patton, 2002,
Cohen et al, 2007). Depending only on one method may bias or mislead the
researcher’s understanding of the whole picture of the phenomenon under
investigation. As Patton (2002: 555) suggests “the logic of triangulation is
based on the premise that no single method ever adequately solves the
problem of rival explanation”. He adds that

Studies that use only one method are more vulnerable to errors linked to
particular method (e.g., loaded interview questions, biased or untrue that
questions) than studies that use multiple methods in which different types
data provide cross-data consistency checks (Patton, 2002: 556).  of

Patton (2002) proposes several techniques of triangulation which can be
used to maximize the dependability of qualitative data. These techniques
include:
e Comparing observations with interviews.
e Using multiple as apposed to single observers or analysts.
e Giving participants in the study the opportunities to react to what is
described and concluded.

Conformability
Confirmability refers to the extent to which the findings could be verified
by others. The key procedure for proving confirmability is the use of ‘enquiry
audit’. This involves appointing another researcher to examine the data
collection and analysis procedures and to make judgments about the potential
for bias or misrepresentation. Robson (1993: 406) asserts that several
requirements of information have to be provided in order for the person who
acts as the enquiry audit to complete his/her job. These requirements are:
1. Raw data- field notes, documents, tapes, etc;
2. Processed data and analysis products- write-ups, summaries, ets;
3. Data reconstruction and synthesis products-codes, patterns,
matrices, etc. and final report
4. Process notes —procedures, designs, strategies, etc.;
5. Materials relating to intentions and dispositions-original proposal,
personal notes, intentions, expectations, etc.;
6. Instrument development information-pilot forms, schedules,
observation formats, etc. underscore
Creswell (1998) uses the term verification instead of validity and proposes
eight verification procedures that are often applied in qualitative research.
These procedures are similar to those proposed by Lincoln and Guba (1985).
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Morse et al (2002: 13) regard verification as the procedure of checking,
confirming, and making sure, and being certain. They suggest that in
qualitative research, verification is concerned with the procedures used during
the research process to incrementally add to ensuring validity, and that
“standards and criteria applied at the end of the study can not direct the
research as it is conducted, and can not be used pro-actively to manage threats
to validity". Morse et al criticize strategies such as audit trials, and member
checks, claiming that these strategies do little to enhance the validity of
qualitative research. Instead, they propose verification strategies including,
investigator responsiveness, ensuring methodological coherence, sampling
sufficiency, developing a dynamic relationship between sampling, data
collection and analysis, thinking theoretically, and theory development.

Threats to Validity in Qualitative Research

Maxwell (1996) argues that the crucial notion for validity is paying

attention to what are called validity threats. Validity threats imply that there is a
potential possibility of having alternative explanations or interpretations of the
phenomenon under study.

There are significant differences between quantitative and qualitative

research designs in the strategies they usually implement to deal with validity
threats. Quantitative and experimental researchers usually design in advance
controls that will deal with both expected and unexpected threats to validity.
These include control groups, use of statistical tests, and randomized sampling.
Qualitative researchers, on the other hand, do not enjoy the benefits of
sampling strategies or statistical manipulations. “They must try to rule out most
validity threats after the research has already begun, using evidence collected
during the research itself to make these alternatives hypotheses implausible”
(Maxwell, 1996: 88).

Maxwell mentions different types of validity threats that have to be

considered very carefully by qualitative researchers. These validity threats could
affect the different elements of the research process including, description,
interpretation, and theory.

The major threat to valid description is the incorrectness and

incompleteness of your description of what you heard and saw. Wolcott (1990,
cited in Maxwell, 1992: 286) argues that “description is the foundation upon
which qualitative research is built”. Maxwell (1992) distinguishes between
primary descriptive validity, and secondary descriptive validity. Primary
descriptive validity is concerned with the validity of what the researcher has
seen, heard, touched, smelled, and so on. Secondary descriptive validity is
concerned with the validity of the accounts of things that could be in principle
observed, but that were deduced from the data. Maxwell (1996) warns that if
the description process is invalid, then any explanations or conclusions reached
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from these descriptions are doubtful.

Qualitative researchers are not concerned only with providing a valid
description of the things, events, objects, actions and behaviours in the setting
they study, but they are also concerned with what these things, objects,
events, and behaviours mean for the people in the setting under investigation.
As I have mentioned earlier, one cannot understand People’s actions and
behaviours without understanding the meaning that participants attribute to
these actions and behaviours. Thus, the aspect of understanding is central to
interpretive research which seeks to grasp phenomenon not on the basis of the
researcher’s assumptions and beliefs, but from the perspectives of the
individuals under study.

The key threat to valid interpretation is affecting the perceptions and
meanings that the individuals under study hold or conceive by imposing the
researcher’s own conceptions rather than understanding and considering the
conceptions of individuals under study. There are a number of ways which
could lead to threats to valid interpretation including not listening to the
participants’ own understandings; not being aware of your own framework and
assumptions; asking leading, closed, or short-answer questions that do not
enable participants to reflect upon their own perspectives. Mason (1996: 150)
explains what the researcher can do to demonstrate the validity of their
interpretation:

In my view, validity of interpretation in any form of qualitative research is
contingent upon the ‘end product’ including a demonstration of how that
interpretation was reached. This means that you should be able to, and
prepared to, trace the route by which you came to your be

basic principle here is that you are never taking it as  interpretation....The
particular interpretation can be made of your data but self-evident that a
continually and assiduously charting and justifying the instead that you are
your interpretations were made. steps through which

The potential threat to the theoretical validity of an account is not
considering alternative explanations or interpretations of the phenomenon
under investigation. Researchers should critically challenge the themes and
patterns that seem evident to them.

Maxwell (1996) discusses two other general kinds of threats to validity

that are often associated with qualitative research. They are the influence of
the researcher on the setting or participants under study, and the researcher’s
bias. Maxwell (1996) uses the term reactivity to refer to the impact of the
researcher’s presence on the setting or participants under study. He suggests
that reactivity is not a serious concern to participant observation. He cites
Becker (1970) who claims that in a natural setting, an observer is generally
much less an influence on the participant behaviour than is the setting itself.
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However, according to Patton (2002), the observer may influence the situation
being observed in different ways. For example, participants may act artificially
when they know they are being observed. Thus, the selective perception of the
observer may misrepresent the data. With respect to interviewing, reactivity is
more influential and crucial. For example, the researcher may impose his/her
assumptions on the interviewee by not listening to the interviewee’s own
perspectives, not being aware of his/her own preconceptions and how these
preconceptions may affect the interviewees’ responses, asking leading
questions, closed or short —answer questions that do not enable the interviewee
to reflect upon his/her own perspectives.

Researcher bias refers to the researcher’s selection of data that are

suitable to the researcher’s conceptions and values. Maxwell (1996: 91) points
to the impossibility of eradicating the researcher’s preconceptions, theories, and
values. He also argues that it is an implausible idea to try to standardize the
researcher to accomplish reliability. He goes further to claim that “qualitative
research is not primarily concerned with eliminating variance between
researchers in the values and expectations they bring to the study, but with
understanding how a particular researcher’s values influence the conduct and
conclusions of the study”. This position is also echoed by Ahern (1999: 408)
who argues that “the ability to put aside personal feelings and preconceptions is
more a function of how reflexive one is rather than how objective one is
because it is not possible for researchers set aside things about which they are
not aware”.

Crotty (1998, cited in Robson, 2002) also stresses on the importance of
reflexivity; i.e. a knowledge of the ways in which the researcher as a member
of social group with identity and background has an influence on the research
process. Horsburgh (2003: 308) defines reflexivity as “the active
acknowledgement by the researcher that her/his own actions and decisions will
inevitably impact upon the meaning and context of experience under
investigation”. Reflexivity can be established by means such as describing the
aspects of the research process where the researcher has had personal
involvement. According to Horsburgh (2003: 309), acknowledging the
researcher as a key instrument in the research process does not suggest that
the research, or findings drawn, lack rigour, provided that clear clarification of
the research process and product has been achieved. He writes:

Given that the researcher is, in this view, intimately involved in both the
process and the product of the research enterprise, it is necessary for the

to evaluate the extent to which an author identifies and explicates reader
involvement and its potential or actual effect upon the findings.  their
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Conclusion

Through out this paper, I discussed how different

qualitative researchers conceptualize the concept of validity in
qualitative research. It was clear that some qualitative
researchers reject the quantitative research criteria of validity,
arguing that these criteria are inconsistent with the nature of
the qualitative research.

Although I agree that the quantitative criteria of validity

are inappropriate for qualitative research, I still have some
concerns regarding some of the procedures proposed by
qualitative researchers to maximize the trustworthiness of
qualitative research. For example, the use of member
checking or respondent validation raises some questions.
First, how do we know the participants are telling the truth?
Second, the process of eliciting participants’ views and
comments on the findings and interpretations requires a very
skilled researcher who has the experience and knowledge of
how to use good prompting and probing. Since the process of
qualitative research sometimes takes a long time, we may not
be able to guarantee that the participants will hold the same
views and ideas throughout the research process. Participants
may disagree with the researcher’s interpretation, and then
the problem is whose interpretation should be taken for
granted. Horsburgh (2003: 310) suggests that participant
validation “is......problematic because the participants and the
researcher will, to a greater or lesser degree, have different
agendas and perspectives”.

The issue of reflexivity mentioned by some qualitative
researchers seems to contradict with the epistemological and
ontological assumptions of qualitative research. As we have
seen, reflexivity aims to reduce the researcher’s impact on the
setting and participants under study. This notion in my view
aims to achieve objectivity which is not an attainable goal for
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qualitative research. As Angen (2000: 392) puts it:

Validity does not need to be about attaining positivist

more in a subjective, human estimation objective truth, it lies
something well, having made of what it means to have done
an effort that is worthy of trust and written up

convincingly.

As I have mentioned earlier, the interpretive research
paradigm considers knowledge to be constructed within
personal biases and values. That is, subjectivity is regarded as
an integral part in dealing with people’s meanings and
understandings. Thus, the researcher is considered as key
instrument in the research process. Therefore, reflexivity
should be regarded as a tool to bring about the researcher’s
reflections on the research process, but not as a goal to
achieve objectivity.

Triangulation as proposed by some qualitative

researchers means using different methods of collecting data
in order to reach to the same conclusion. In my view, this
notion contradicts with the claim that quantitative criteria for
validity are inappropriate for qualitative research. My rationale
is that triangulation sometimes entails mixing quantitative and
qualitative methods. I would argue that if we accept to use
different methods which are based on different
epistemological and ontological assumptions, then we should
also accept using different criteria for judging the quality of
the research. However, others might argue against using
different methods of data collection as a procedure to
enhance the trustworthiness of the research, arguing that
different methods may not necessarily produce the same
findings. That is, each method of data collection is designed
to answer specific research questions, and that mixing
methods can lead to further confusion (Morse, 1991).
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The use of ‘enquiry audit’ as a procedure to maximize the
trustworthiness of the researcher also raises some concerns.
As I have indicated above the use of audit enquiry involves
appointing another researcher to examine the data collection
and analysis and to make judgment regarding the quality of
the research. In my view, this idea is more concerned with
the product of the research, rather than the process of the
research itself. As Morse et al, (2002) suggest “standards and
criteria applied at the end of the study can not direct the
research as it is conducted and thus can not be used pro-
actively to manage threats to reliability and validity”. In
addition, how can an outsider who was not involved during
the research process make judgement about the quality of
the research? Being involved during the research process
enhances your understandings of the phenomenon under
investigation. Although Robson (1993) insists on providing the
person who acts as the enquiry audit with the necessary
information such as raw data, filed notes, documents, tapes
etc, I would argue that these information are
decontextualized. Giving the fact that qualitative research
assumes that knowledge emerges and can not be removed
from the context in which it is studied, one can argue that
relying on this only, means that the enquiry audit misses
many other things which can only be seen and heard while
being emerged within the context under investigation.

It is very important to realize that researchers have

different views about what is the meaning of doing research
and about their roles as researchers. As human beings,
researchers bring with them their beliefs and preconceptions
about what constitutes knowledge. These beliefs and
preconceptions in turn affect how researchers approach and
handle the research process. Angen (2000: 384), suggests
that “our values and beliefs will show themselves in our
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actions whether to stop to think about them or not”

The above discussion implies that whatever the

researcher does in order to achieve validity, there is still the
influence of the human presence on the research process.
The judgment of the quality of a piece of research will be
determined by our views and interpretations of what
constitutes truth. As Whittemore et al. (2001: 532) argue “all
methods have limitations, and research involves multiple
interpretations as well as a moral and ethical component
inherent in judgments”.

Finally, I would argue that although many qualitative
researchers have tried to adopt terms and concepts which
they think are more appropriate for qualitative research, there
is still a need for providing concrete suggestions on how to
implement these terms and concepts. As we can see in many
qualitative textbooks, the discussion of validity issues is still
focused on the theoretical issues, whereas the practical issues
of how to attain validity is not explicitly stated. In my view,
novice researchers need guidance and training in order to
implement the different criteria of validity which is suggested
as being appropriate for qualitative research.
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Abstract :

This paper attempts to present a rationale of some basic
principles of teaching listening comprehension , pointing out what essential
principles teachers should take into consideration when teaching and
designing listening comprehension lessons in order to practice successful
activities and achieve effective learning in listening skill associated with
real-life situations that help students to become more communicatively
competent .

Listening skills are essential for learning since they enable students to
acquire insights and information, and to achieve communication with others.
Therefore, teaching the listening skill is actually important for students
especially in a communication language situation where activities revolve
around interaction between English language learners. life within and outside
school offers many listening opportunities, but some students fail to seize
them because they don't use their minds or they may concentrate on what
they want to say themselves rather than on what a speaker is saying .
According to Brown( 2001) , students with well-developed listening
comprehension skills are able to participate more effectively in class. Fore this
reason , listening comprehension practice positively influences second
language learning , and lessons based on this skill are regularly taught in
English as a foreign language ( EFL ) classroom . In order to develop
strategies for teaching listening skill , it's essential to understand the nature of
listening . Two views have dominated language pedagogy since the early
1980s . These are bottom-up processing view and the top-down interpretation
view . The bottom-up processing model assumes that listening is a process of
decoding the sounds that one hears in a linear fashion , from the smallest
meaningful units ( phonemes ) to complete text. According to this view,
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phonemic units are decoded and linked together to form words , words are
linked together to form phrases , phrases are linked together to form
utterances and utterances are linked together to form complete meaningful
text . In other words, the process is a linear one in which meaning itself is
derived from the last step in the process . The alternative , top-down view ,
suggests that the listener reconstructs the original meaning of speaker using
incoming sounds as clues . In this process , the listener uses prior knowledge
of the context and situation within which the listening takes place to make
sense of what he or she hears .

Nowadays , it is generally recognized that both bottom-up and top —down
views are necessary . In developing courses , materials , and lessons , it is
important to teach not only bottom-up processing skills , such as the ability to
discriminate between minimal pairs, but also to help learners use what they
already know to understand what they hear . Students' listening skills can be
enhanced and tested by asking them questions about what they have heard .
They may be given practice in note-taking and could be asked questions about
the facts and inferences that may be made from their notes. They can also be
taught to recognize the difference between the main points and incidental or
irrelevant ideas and information . Learners can also benefit from practice
recognizing the purpose of presentations and other information they hear. It can
be useful if they are taught to set goals for what they want to learn from a
presentation and to monitor how well they accomplish their goals . Students can
also be taught to listen selectively for specific kinds of information , such as
themes , the details and any implications . Consequently, when teachers design
listening comprehension lessons they should follow some basic principles that
serve as useful guides for an effective learning and successful activities .This
paper presents the rationale for some of these basic principles , including
description for the following :

(1) motivating students to focus on the learning objective

(2) maintaining the same topic and objective for consecutive activities
(3) applying appropriate teaching methods and techniques

(4 ) selecting materials for listening comprehension activities

( 5) using authentic materials

1. Motivating students to focus on learning objective

When students clearly understand the purpose of a particular listening
comprehension activity , they will be better in focusing on essential
vocabulary and grammar and listen for specific information . This will help
them to complete the learning objective in a shorter amount of time . For
example , if the teacher informs the students at the start of a lesson that the
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objective will be "understanding directions " they can focus on listening for
and remembering the vocabulary associated with giving directions . If
students are unaware of the objective of a lesson , they may be able to
complete simple activity requiring a " yes" or ' no" answer, but they may not
remember specific vocabulary used in giving directions or be able to repeat
specific phrases in more open-ended activity . As a result , students will be
less likely to retain the specific learning objectives of the lesson .

2. Maintaining the same topic and objective for consecutive
activities

Learning is more effective when different activities within a lesson
maintain the same topic and learning objective , as opposed to a lesson
being a series of unrelated activities with changing topics and objectives .
When activities share the same topic and learning objective , students will
reinforce their learning process through repetition and continued
association with a familiar topic. For example, if the topic is " daily
life " and the objective is to understand talk about things done every day ,
teachers can maintain the same topic through out several activities in one
lesson. The following example includes a warm-up activity, a listening
comprehension activity , and a controlled speaking activity .

1- Start with a warm-up question such as " what do you do every day
"? or "What is the favorite thing you like to do"?

2- Then introduce a listening comprehension activity in which two
people have a conversation about their favorite things , and have the
students answer " True or False ".

3- Next, conduct a controlled practice activity which could be a drill
activity that models vocabulary or an important grammatical
structure.

4- Finally, introduce an open-ended activity that allow students the
freedom to practice listening comprehension and speaking such as
interviewing other members of class .

In the above example, each activity builds on the preceding one using
the same objective throughout . The idea is that communication and
listening comprehension should expand the students' knowledge by
maintaining a topic throughout consecutive activities and reinforcing
the same learning objective .
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3. Applying appropriate methods and techniques

When designing listening comprehension lessons , teachers should apply
the following methods and techniques to make lessons challenging , effective
, and interesting to the students .

a) Use a variety of activities

If a teacher always uses the same activities , they will become boring for
students , so it is important to vary activities in order to stimulate the
students and challenge them with something new . It is also important to
consider activities that involve group work and problem solving and that
instigate communication and listening development. A variation of the
simple " fill in the missing word" listening activities to use the same listening
materials , but to combine pair work with an information gap activity . For
example , give student A and student B worksheets containing the lyrics of
the same song , but make sure that each student has different pieces of
missing information without showing their worksheets to each other. The two
students take turns asking questions about missing information , and the
answer supplied by their partners will complete the lyrics to the song . Using
this technique, students have to practice effective communication by
accurately forming correct questions necessary to elicit the missing words
from their partners . Finally, students can check their answer by listening to
the song .

Another example for a lengthy listening activity is to assign students
different comprehension questions about a listening text that tells a story or
gives a report. Together , the answer to the questions will explain the story
or report . After listening to a recording and taking notes, students then ask
each other questions about what each class member heard until they get
enough information to complete the big picture. The teacher can play the
recording as many times as it is needed depending on the level of difficulty
and the ability of the students . This way , the students try to find answers to
the questions independently, rather than knowing that the teacher will give
the answers straight away.

b) Use effective questioning techniques

The teacher can also use effective questions techniques to further
develop students' listening comprehension and to test their understanding of
grammatical structure. For instance , an example from Richards , Hull , and
Practor ( 1998 ), a conversation about childhood memories occurs between
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two individuals and one speaker , Jane , says " I used to collect shells when I
was a kid." Before listening to the conversation , the teacher introduces the
focus question to help the students get the gist , or general understanding
before listening for a specific answer. An example focus question could be "
What did Jane collect when she was a kid ?"Another possible question
evaluates the students understanding the function of the grammatical
structure used, such as " Does Jane collect shells now ?" the answer should
be " No" to demonstrate the understanding of an activity that happened
regularly in the past but doesn't occur any more . If the students answer
incorrectly , it indicates that they need a further explanation of the expression
used Richards, Hull, and Practor ( 1998) . To extend the listening activity ,
the teacher could arrange the class into groups and use open-ended
questioning techniques to work further on the listening activity in a
communicative context . This is done with questions about childhood
memories thereby giving them the opportunities to use grammatical forms
used in a context that is directly related to their lives.

4. Selecting materials for listening activities

When selecting materials , the following criteria can be used to make
the listening comprehension activity both productive and interesting .

a) Make material relevant to students

When selecting materials , it is important to decide how relevant they are to
the learners' real life and long-term learning goals . One way is to conduct a
needs assessment of the learners : identify the students' interests , long
learning strengths and weaknesses , and the real life situations which they are
likely encounter . Then set appropriate learning objectives . In this way , the
content of the didactic material will be relevant and appeal to the students .
This approach will go long way towards maintaining students' interests and
motivation levels . On the contrary, if materials are not selected carefully,
students' performance will be poor.

b) Focus on the clear design and lay out materials

The design and layout of the materials are another factor to consider when
developing listening comprehension activities .Teachers should avoid including
too many activities that may cause the learner to feel overwhelmed and
unable to focus on each comprehension task . When designing listening
comprehension materials , give clear instructions at the beginning of each
activity and one or two examples of the expected response . This confirms the



expected outcome by students and prevents feeling of confusion and
frustration . If students misunderstand the expected response , they may give
teachers the wrong impression of their listening comprehension ability .

c) Emphasizing prediction in listening comprehension
activity

Any activity worksheet used for listening comprehension should contain
the correct schema to help students predict the type of language they will
hear . One of the techniques is to use pictures that relate to the topic or
situation in a listening activity . This will provide the correct schema and
develop students comprehension ability . The presentation of a worksheet will
either assist or detract students' ability to give correct indication of their
actual listening skill . To maximize students' ability , assist them by taking the
time to design a worksheet that is user-friendly

d) Select materials appropriate for students level

When evaluating listening materials , carefully consider the level of difficulty
and the language level of the students . The responses required should be
appropriate for their level . For example , it would be unrealistic to use a
listening activity in which beginning students listen to a conversation involving
two friends discussing environmental problems and then expect the students
to give their opinions on the environmental problems , based on the
comments of the speakers in the listening activity . It would be more
appropriate to give beginners a listening activity that require them to give a
short answer that confirms information given in the listening activity. These
activities are more appropriate to help beginning students develop their
linguistic knowledge, Thus avoiding danger of overestimating their
comprehension and language ability .

5. Using collecting materials

When looking for listening material, teachers should ask themselves
questions about what sort of teaching materials their students need (
monologue, dialogue, interview ....etc. ) and what are they required to do in
response to what they hear . Comprehension listening materials taught in
classroom should resemble real-life language use , as much as possible . In order
to obtain this , the learners should be exposed to natural listening input which is
authentic or authentic in nature , and presented with tasks , which simulate real-
life activities while supporting the development of the learners listening skills and

knowledge of the grammatical code of language .The use of authentic texts help
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students develop their communication to further develop their communication
skills ( Porter and Roberts 1987. Browns, Mangubhia 2002) . When designing
listening comprehension materials, the teacher should be aware that the
authentic materials give the learner the chance to develop the skills that are
needed in real-life situations .With the use of authentic materials , students learn
to comprehend challenging language elements such as a natural rate of delivery
and intonation, false starts, slang , reduced forms , abbreviations, and other
characteristics of spoken language . This exposure helps students comprehend
real-life everyday language , make allowances for performance errors by other
speakers , deal with interruptions and so on . Some texts are limited in the
amount of authentic listening activities they provide , especially for the lower
levels . It is therefore important to take the opportunity whenever possible to
help students become communicatively competent by exposing them to
examples of how language is actually used .Thus the use of authentic materials
is beneficial for learners because the skills that are developed transfer beyond
the classroom, some example for instance, are listening to a telephone
message to understand a cancelled appointment, to a newscast learn about
current events , or to songs to relax and learn the English lyrics and popular
bands .

Conclusion

The most important factor to bear in mind when designing lessons to
develop listening comprehension skills is that students need to be motivated
and to stay motivated . Finally, I hope that the principles outlined in this topic
help teachers design successful lessons that motivate their students to
improve their listening skills and become more communicatively competent .
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Abstract

The first part of this article aims at giving a brief history of testing
grammar on both its components forms and meanings. Grammar does not
begin or end in one model of testing, but it takes several shapes and uniforms.

Both language teaching and language testing are based on several
linguistic perspectives. Some schools of linguistics focus on grammatical forms,
whereas other schools view language as a means of communication through
using grammatical forms and grammatical meanings.

The second part includes related studies of assessing grammar in
English language teaching and illustrates the problems found in some methods
of testing grammar.

Based on Purpura’s model of assessing grammar, the last part
necessitates a use of tasks for both grammar components forms and meanings
at the same time in both sentence level and discourse level.

0. Introduction

‘the grammar’ Quirk, Greenbaum, Leech, & Svartvik (1989:13) “speak of

as embracing rules not only for syntax but for phonological, lexical, and semantic
specification as well”.

Tudor (1996) illustrates that grammar might mean different things
which depend on various viewpoints. It may mean a structured approach to
language learning. It may also mean the use of language rather than its forms

226



and structures. Some linguists may approach grammar to the sentence level
only, whereas others move towards holistic structures of discourse.

Therefore, it is important and essential to discuss in brief the status of
grammar in English language because any discussion of the assessing of
grammar needs to consider the role of grammar within the language.

1. The Place of Grammar in English Language Teaching

As a result, the study of grammar has never stopped to be the mainstay
of foreign language classrooms. Grammar has a long and important role in
English language teaching. As approaches to teaching grammar have evolved
considerably since the 1960s, approaches to grammar assessment have been
varied (Purpura, 2004).

Grammar is not only indispensable for learning a language but also
deemed to be adequate to learn another language. For centuries, grammar is
used to mean the analysis of language structure and to learn another language
is only to recognise the structural knowledge of that language (Rutherford,
1988). Most the controversies of current teaching and testing of grammar
revolve around the role of grammar and how best it should be assessed.

In some perspectives, grammar assessment has strongly stayed deep-
rooted in structural linguistics, discrete-point measurement, and dichotomous
scoring methods of the 1960s (Lado, 1965). In other contexts, grammatical
performance is assessed generally by raters scoring one or more components of
language use. Still in other contexts, grammar is assessed in two ways: explicitly
by means of a range of selected-response and limited-production tasks and
implicitly all the way through complex language use tasks.

Gurrey (1961: 25) argues “if a grammar task or exercise does not
concern itself with meaning, and especially with the meaning of whole sentences
in situations, it cannot help at all to increase pupils’ language skills”.

Batstone (1994: ix) reinforces that:
In fact, grammar is part of discourse, an essential feature of reading
and speaking, and is difficult to separate in any clear-cut way from
vocabulary. Crucially, effective communication in a language would be
seriously impaired without an ability to put grammar to use in a variety of
situations.

Herndon (1976: 4) who justifies that:

In order to understand and describe how language works, it is
necessary to break these systems down into some manageable parts.
Anatomists studying the human body do the same kind of thing when
they divide their study into nervous system, circulatory system,
muscular structure, skeleton, and so on. Both linguists and anatomists
must remember that none of the “parts” really works independently.
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Frisby (1957: 269) assures that:

Grammar is not a separate “subject”, nor is it even a separate
division of English work. If it is so marked in our syllabus or time-table,
this is done only for convenience. It is a small part of the English
course; that study of the nature of the language which helps us to get
the “feel” of the language.

From the very beginning grammar does not begin or end in one model,
but it takes several shapes and uniforms. Imssalem (2003: 1) notices “The
position of grammar in language teaching has swung from grammar driven
audio-lingual methods to communicative approaches which consider grammar
as something peripheral”. Grammar is still a fundamental component in foreign
language teaching nevertheless. Likewise some other linguists like Allen and
Widdowson (1975), who state that English teachers should be conversant with
the new language studies and so fully aware of the very important
developments in modern grammatical theory. Students of English should see
grammar as a tool not as an end in itself. For their benefit, they may aim to kill
two birds with one stone: to broaden their grammatical knowledge, as well as
to achieve their goals they have in mind.

The importance of grammar in foreign language learning has been
further highlighted by the considerable body of research (e.g., Thornbury,
1999; Batstone, 1994; Rutherford, 1988), showing that language learning is
enhanced when grammar instruction is both form and meaning-based and
when the development of a learner’s explicit and implicit knowledge of
grammar is emphasised. By means of their mastery of grammar students
should use the language in language instruction tasks to show their explicit
knowledge of grammar and in language real life tasks to demonstrate their
implicit grammatical knowledge.

In spite of movements to downplay the role of grammar in foreign
language teaching it is known that grammar gives a basic linguistic resource for
communication. In other words, communication, to a large extent, depends on
grammatical knowledge and how this knowledge is used to understand or
produce a range of meanings in language use contexts. It sounds hard to make
comprehensible sentences and communicate meaningfully, if the learner lacks
certain structures of the language. A serious lack of grammar makes others
underestimate the person who speaks (the learner). Likewise any deviation
from the grammar rules considers him/her uneducated or stupid because
his/her language is not acceptable (Swan, 2004).
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1.1 The Role and Assessment of Traditional Pedagogical Grammar
Crystal (2003: 208) illustrates that:
The Phrase traditional grammar is an attempt to summarize the
range of attitudes and methods found in the pre-linguistic era of
grammatical study. The term TRADITIONAL, accordingly, is found with
reference to many periods, such as the Roman and Greek grammarians,
Renaissance grammars, and (especially) the eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century school grammars, in Europe and America. It is
usually used with a critical (‘'non-scientific”) implication, despite the fact
that many antecedents of modern linguistics can be found in early
grammars. Criticism is directed primarily at the PRESCRIPTIVE and
PROSCRIPTIVE recommendations of authors, as opposed to the
descriptive emphasis of linguistic studies.

The main advantage of traditional pedagogical grammar is that it gives
learners a basic understanding of the building of large pieces of language, which
can help in improving their writing skills. The focus of concentration is on the
surface structure, not meaning. (Gurrey, 1961).

Roulet (1975) mentions that:

traditional manuals take no account of present day

language usage and impose norms generally derived from the
language of the great authors of previous centuries. Even the
most recent traditional manuals only describe the written
language and either take no account of the spoken language
or mix the two codes. Also traditional coursebooks devote a
great deal of time to secondary grammatical points but pay
little attention to important constructions. Furthermore,
generally, traditional coursebooks give a predominant place to
morphology, and neglect syntax (as cited in Imssalems’ actual
words, 2001a: 44).

The ancient grammarians look into the nature of language with
philosophical and theological questions. Subjectively, (a) they link between the
human intellect on the one hand and the language structures on the other hand,
(b) they inquire the origin of speech, and (c) they also attempt to guess how
vocabulary related to thoughts. Objectively, they investigate some aspects of
grammar such as the production, formulation and alteration of words (Imssalem
& Abunowara, 2001). The traditional grammarians have divided the sentence
into nominal and verbal elements and recognised eight essential word classes.
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Crane, Yeager, and Whitman (1981: 31) state that:
Although the speculative grammarians concentrated on Latin, their
work led to the assumption that language has a universal basis, that
all languages are essentially the same in nature and differ only in their
surface characteristics.... Thus, the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
were marked by an increased awareness of the differences among
languages.

Based on the assumption that all languages are similar, traditional
pedagogical grammar is based on the Latin model in which this model is
designed to give the native and non-native speakers the instruction of how to
build correct sentences (Imssalem, 2001a). This application allows to the
existing use of the grammar-translation method. According to Dulay, Burt and
Krashen (1982), this method focuses on form and neglects meaning. A new rule
and a list of new words and their translation are presented to the learner, then
this presentation is followed by reading and translation exercises from the
learner’s language to the target language and vice versa.

The assessment of the knowledge of grammar is not an essential issue
of concern. It is a real reflection of the target goals of the grammar-translation
method. As a result of reciting rules, a learner is asked only to analyse and
realise rules or translate texts from the learner’s language to the target language
or vice versa (Purpura, 2004).

1. 2 The Role and Assessment of Structural Pedagogical Grammar

A structural pedagogical grammar should describe the theoretical
distinctions of the Swiss-born French linguist Ferdinand de Saussure. In his book,
Cours de Linguistique Generale which is translated by Roy Harris and has the
name Course in General Linguistics, three distinctions are considered as the
foundations of a new perspective of grammar.

e The first notion is langue which denotes the system underlying a
particular language and parole which represents the actual speech
forms instances of langue.

e The second distinction is between both the synchronic and the
diachronic approaches. The first one is the linguistic study at a
particular point of time and the other is the language changes
throughout history.

e The third notion of de Saussure is both the syntagmatic which he
defines it as the elements relations in a sentence, and the paradigmatic
which he sees it as the elements which substitute for one another of
similar sentences (Saussure, 1983).

Herndon (1976) says that Otto Jespersen thinks that grammar should
be studied by examining spoken language rather than by analysing written
documents. Nonetheless, he wants to determine what principles are general to
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the grammars of all languages. The approach to grammar that develops precise
and rigorous methods to describe the formal structural units in the spoken
aspect of any language is known as structural. The anthropologist Franz Boas
and Edward Sapir challenge the application of conventional methods of language
study to those non-Indo-European languages with no written records, such as
the ones spoken by Native North Americans. Boas sees grammar as a description
of how human speech in a language is organised. A structural grammar should
describe the relationships of speech elements in words and sentences.
Allen and Widdowson (1975: 52) summarises that:

Structuralism is based on the belief that each language is a

unique relational structure ... not in isolation but as parts of a

structural’ in this context ’systemic whole .... The term

indicates a characteristic preoccupation with form rather than
taxonomic’ refers to the inductive classificatory ’'meaning,

procedures on which such grammars were mainly based, and
post-Bloomfieldian’) refers to the influence ’Bloomfieldian’ (or’

of Bloomfield’s ideas as embodied in his book Language
(1933).

Purpura (2004: 9) explains that:
Structural grammars, associated with linguists such as
Bloomfield (1933) and Fries (1940), offered a fairly rigorous
method for describing the structure of a language in terms of
both its morphology and its syntax. In these grammars each
word in a given sentence is categorized according to how it is
patterns’ or ‘structures’ are said to constitute a 'used, and the

unique system for that language.

The structural approach to grammar imagines a particular language
such as Arabic as a system of elements at various levels (sound, word,
sentence). A structural grammar describes what relationships underlie all these
elements in a particular language. Allen and Widdowson (1975: 52) states that
“according to the structuralists, individual sounds, words or parts of sentences
have no linguistic significance in themselves; they have significance only as they
contrast and combine with other items in the patterns of a linguistic system”.

Structural pedagogical grammar based on structural linguistics gives
priority to the grammar of spoken language at a point in time. Definitions of the
nouns, verbs, sentences are based on formal criteria as well as an inductive
method is used to formulate rules, in other words, from examples to rules
(Imssalem, 2001a). This approach examines the sounds which combine words,
words which form phrases, phrases to make clauses, and clauses to develop

sentences. This type of grammar is concerned with structure neglecting the
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meaning and context of these forms to other fields of language. Structural
grammar has been criticised for neglecting the semantic characteristics of
grammar because it has failed to provide a context environment to the linguistic
elements and concentrated on the sentence level (Purpura, 2004).

The scientific descriptive analysis, which the structural grammar is
based on, and the behaviouristic psychology are the bases of the audiolingual
method. These aims summarises the characteristics of this method:

e Reliance on mimicry, memorisation, and structural pattern repetitive
drills;

e Focus on pronunciation and dialogue presentation rather than written
language;

e Separating the four language skills;

e Grammar is taught inductively.

From all of the above one can see that assessing grammar, from the
structuralists and the audiolingual method point of view, has reflected a great
impact on the form and content of the test design and purpose. In reaction to
the consequences of the impact of the grammar translation method towards
assessing grammar on which native and non native speakers are assessed in the
same way, the influence of the audiolingual method on testing varies from
assessing native to non native speakers. Assessing native speakers is by means
of testing their knowledge of dialect differences, social differences and style,
whereas assessing non native speakers is through testing their explicit and
implicit knowledge of grammar at the sentence level in order to tell to what
extent they master the basic framework of the learned language (Lado, 1965).

1. 3 The Role and Assessment of Transformational-Generative
Grammar

By the mid-20th century, Chomsky, who has studied structural
linguistics, describes language as the knowledge of the system, which is innate
and universal, of finite sentences. Each of these sentences can create non finite
sentences. He also makes a distinction between competence, which is the
implicit knowledge of the speaker, and performance, which is the explicit use of
the speaker’s production of language. The linguist’s interest is in the ideal
speaker’s competence, but not in his / her performance (Imssalem, 2001a).

This effort leads the transformational-generative grammarians to see
grammar as a theory of language structure rather than a description of actual
sentences. Grammar is a device for producing and understanding the structure
of sentences in any and all languages. Chomsky approaches grammar as a
theory of language. By language, he means the knowledge human beings have
that allows them to acquire any language (ibid).

Based on the transformational generative grammar and the cognitive
psychological theory, assessing grammar can be achieved by using a number of
transformation tasks ( e.g; from active to passive, direct speech to indirect,
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affirmative to interrogative or negative sentences).

The aforesaid approaches to grammar (traditional, structural, and
generative) focus on word building and word order in sentence structure. They
are not concerned with those aspects of language that have context structure.
Imssalem (2001a: 47) states that “Although the three grammatical models
discussed earlier differ in their descriptions, their methodology is the same.
They all assume that once the forms and the rules of the language are
mastered, the communicative function will look after itself”.

1. 4 The Role and Assessment of Communicative Pedagogical
Grammar

The Role of Communicative Pedagogical Grammar focuses on a
communicative, not a structural approach. It tries to deal with grammar in
meanings, uses, and situations (Leech & Svartvik, 1980). Cook (2003:74) states
that “Knowing a word entails knowing the grammatical constructions into which
it often fits; knowing a grammatical structure involves knowing the words which
are likely to realize it”. Tomlin (1994: 142) points out that:

Widdowson (1978, 1979) plainly describes the knowledge which the learner
must acquire: (1) knowledge of grammatical structure — how syntactically well-
formed utterances are composed — and (2) knowledge of grammatical use —
how grammatical structures are employed in discourse. Some learners gain a
high degree of facility in manipulating linguistic form ... but cannot determine
when it is most appropriate to use one form over its alternatives. Since full
communicative ability ... requires the learner to master use as well as form.

Generally speaking, one is unable to know completely the meaning of
any part of language without being acquainted with the context in which that
piece of language has taken place (Wallwork, 1980). As Imssalem, (2001a: 138)
writes “the student lacks the ability to be appropriate .... The student is unable
to say the right thing at the right communicative function”. It is obvious that

meaning is what we use language for—to communicate with each other, to

effectively and appropriately. ‘what we mean’convey

In the literature communicative competence is a linguistic term which
refers to a student's ability (the skill to put language to communicative use). It
not only refers to a student's ability to apply and use grammatical rules, but also
to form correct utterances, and know how to use these utterances appropriately.
The term has been coined by Dell Hymes since 1966 (Hiep, 2005; Cook, 1992).

Grammar is considered to be marginal and only an element of the
communicative competence. The focus is on what the learner should

comprehend and perform in the target language rather than learning language
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grammatical rules. A more recent survey of communicative competence by
(Bachman, 1997) divides it into the broad headings of organisational
competence, which includes both grammatical and discourse (or textual)
competence, and pragmatic competence, which includes both sociolinguistic and
illocutionary competence.

Drawing on the functional view of language, communicative grammar
describes the uses of grammar rather than its structures. Functional grammar
sees language as a social phenomenon and as a form of communication which
concerns with how language works in a human community.

There is a need for communicative grammar which reflects real
language use rather than traditional, structural, generative, and functional
grammars, which are still ruled and sentence-based, not discourse context-
based. Imssalem (2003, 2001a, 2001b, 1996) and Etherington (1997) assert that
according to McEldowney communication, which is a process of passing
information among people, is affected by these language users. Grammar is the
tool which helps us comprehend form-meaning relations, produce efficient
communication in the four language skills. Grammar should have application to
language use. That is to know language means that to apply its rules

Others deemphasise the role of grammar and see learning a foreign
language through a natural process as native speaking children do. Krashen who
is one of the advocates of language acquisition (learning language
unconsciously) does not see grammar as a set of rules to be recited but as a set
to be internalised. However, exposure to the target language is adequate to
acquire a language.

Based on the aforementioned above, the assessment of grammar from
a communication —based approach should not depend only on assessing the
students’ explicit knowledge of grammar by using instructional selected and
limited production tasks, but also their implicit knowledge of grammar and their
ability to use language for communication by using extended production tasks
(Purpura, 2004).

2. Related Studies of Assessing Grammar in English Language
Teaching

The assessment of grammar is not new, but the winds of change over
the linguistics theories of grammar and their applications and implications
influence the assessment contexts of grammar. Spolsky (1978b) states that
language testing is divided into three distinguished periods or trends: the pre
scientific, the psychometric-structuralist, and the integrative sociolinguistic (as
cited in Brown, 1994). The first period, before the early 1950s, does not show
any background theory or research because it lacks any statistical criteria related
to objectivity or reliability. In his words Purpura (2004:2) states that:

Grammar has remained the unquestioned focus, and knowledge
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of the grammar is viewed as a set of rules. Similarly, the assessment
of grammatical knowledge is carried out by having students recite
rules, by having them analyze texts and state the rules, or by having
them translate texts.

The second period, from the early 1950s to the late 1960s, is regarded
by Lado (1965) as the era of the integration of structural linguistics and
behavioural psychology. This period provides scientific approaches for language
teaching. It is the beginning of contrastive linguistic analysis, which extends new
concepts to language teaching processes. Likewise in language testing in which
tests become more precise, objective, and reliable. Multiple-choice tests of
discrete-point items including one channel (oral or written) and one direction
(listening, speaking, reading, or writing) are used as a reaction to the pre-
scientific approach.

This period is identified as discrete-point testing method as
distinguished from integrative testing method. To control grammatical structures
is seen as the central part of language and hence, it must be tested. In spite of
this, indirect testing (discrete-point tests) does not assess the ability to use the
language to express meaning. They only test the ability to either recognise or
produce correct grammar. This trend of testing focuses only on one point, one
skill at a time attempting to measure students’ explicit grammatical knowledge.
However, a basic knowledge of grammar might include the ability to use
language to express meaning.

The third period is a move away from discrete-point testing, which is
used to test separate components of language to its counterpart direct testing
(integrative tests), which measures a variety of language components
simultaneously. Integrative tests are mainly used for the need of testing
knowledge in various elements of language as well as the ability to produce
language in context (such as writing tasks in order to assess the students’
performance which can not be tested by discrete-point tests). In contrast with
discrete-point tests which are considered to be objective reliable and easy to
score (with a scoring machine), integrative tests are subjective unreliable and
time-consuming. Moreover, integrative testing often requires trained rators.

Oller (1979) argues that integrative tests have been defined only in
respect to the integration of discrete points or skills together, but not according
to a theory. Therefore, he has introduced pragmatic tests in which the
integration is a process of language in real time. In this type of test the students
are asked to relate linguistic elements (grammar and lexicon) in context through
pragmatic mapping (the knowledge from the viewpoint of the users). In this
sense, pragmatic tests are considered to be integrative because these pragmatic
expectancy grammar tests ask the test takers to integrate their knowledge of
grammar, meaning and pragmatic use to complete the tasks.
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Although a pragmatic expectancy grammar test is the first type of tests
which defines grammar as a process of integration of linguistic forms, meanings
and context, Purpura (2004) argues that Oller (1979) does not supply specific
illustrations of grammar components. Purpura also asserts that Oller (1979)
fails to give a guide to make a clear distinction between grammatical forms from
grammatical meanings.

Moreover, Bachman (1997) maintains that communicative language
tests should not only measure grammatical forms in isolation and / or integration
as in discrete-point and / or integrative tests. It is still often woefully inadequate
to test the students’ grammatical knowledge of language users as in pragmatic
tests. These communicative language tests should also assess the ability of the
students to relate and operate both the explicit knowledge and the implicit
meaning (functions) by means of using authentic tasks (the social roles in which
the students perform in real world settings).

This period, from the late 1960s to the present time is considered as a
reaction against the psychometric-structuralist concept of language testing. It is
based on the communicative competence concept in that testing is a holistic
process of communication. This is might be achieved through interaction as in
real life authentic tasks. These types of tests should assess the explicit and the
implicit ability of the students.

MacNamara (2000) has stated that Hymes' concept of communicative
competence has shifted the view of language from the structural psychological
perspective to the functional sociological perspective. In other words, it is the
ability to use language appropriately (knowing its rules of grammar and rules of
use in real life situations), which is based on social functions of language.

Richards and Renandya (2004) illustrate that the problems found in
some tests due to many reasons. Firstly, the students might recognise the
knowledge being assessed, but lack the familiar language format of the test.
Secondly, these tests measure about the students’ ability of recalling and
reproducing not on their ability of integrating and producing.

Harmer (2003) states that there are some reasons for why students
have got difficulties in performing especially communicative tasks. For example
they might not have the average level of language ability to perform such tasks.
The second reason is that they might not be assessed well in the sense that the
students are not provided with a combination of tests in order to give an overall
picture of their ability.

He also notices that any violation to grammar rules has consequently a
negative effect on communication. The students’ explicit knowledge of grammar
can be realised in the students’ implicit knowledge of grammar. In general the
students’ grammatical knowledge has told us about the students’ ability in
extended-production tasks (ibid).

Lataiwish (2001) asserts that the students’ main task is to learn every
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rule because rules depend on one another, to apply these rules to different
grammatical operations, and to collect information to expand their knowledge
to write a good essay. He also notices that students can avoid some writing
essay problems such as subject verb agreement if students can easily recognise
subjects and verbs in advance.

In other words, he assures that students should first master their
explicit grammatical knowledge to help them perform their implicit knowledge
of grammar well enough to write an essay (ibid).

Kitao, K. and Kitao, S. (1996b) view the problem of language testing
from a different angle. They see that assessing grammar is one of the most
important pillars of language testing. Most tests still assess the student's
knowledge of their recognition and / or production of the correct grammar and
usage. These tests do not measure to what extent is the ability of the students
to use the language to communicate meaning.

Assessing grammar plays a very leading and supporting role in
language learning and teaching since the students’ grammatical knowledge lies
behind their ability to use language.

Wesche (1987) has declared that assessing students’ knowledge of
grammar can be achieved by using a range of real language in use tasks
whereas Li (1984) notices that language tests concentrate on discrete linguistic
forms, though, they are based on communicative programmes.

Truscott (1982) sees that grammar in second language writing courses
is related to an institution. Teachers might not have understood the correct use
of grammar anymore, though, they identify an error. Grammar and its issues are
very complicated and they are not easy even for specialists. Grammar and how
to correct errors in writing is of great significance. Truscott also views that
students can improve their learning to write grammatically all the way through
practicing (as cited in El-bouri, 2003).

As Oller (1979) has shown that knowledge of grammar is not
internalised as morphemes and phonemes, but they are tailor-made for a
particular context. The higher the task is contextualised the higher the process
of testing is. While Williams (1979), by contrast, argues that teachers and testers
find discrete-point tests mechanical and easier to assess other than
communicative competence components.

3. A Communicative Model of Assessing Grammar

Grammatical Knowledge is the thorough experience of grammar stored
in long memory as Purpura (2004:85) has defined it “as a set of internalized
informational structures”. The components of grammatical forms and meanings
are a Gordian knot to specify. However, assessing these components
necessitates a use of tasks for both components at the same time in both
sentence level and discourse level.
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The theoretical framework of knowledge of grammar in this model
comprises two levels. The sentence level includes lexical forms, lexical
meanings and morphosyntactic forms and morphosyntactic meanings. On the
other hand, the discourse level embodies cohesive forms and cohesive
meanings.

Knowledge of Lexical forms embodies using words and phrases
accurately rather than meaningfully. This involves words that mark gender
(e.g.; waitress), countability (e.g., people), word class (organise, organisation),
hard’ is a ’, ‘hard frost’collocations (co-occurrence) (e.g., in the phrase a

would not sound natural.), and word formation ‘strong’ and ‘frost’collocation of
from the free elements black + bird; and (b) ‘blackbird’(a) compound (e.g.,

derivational (e.g., colony, colonise, colonisation, from the addition of the bound
elements —ise, -ation).

Knowledge of Lexical meanings involves words that are selected and
used on the grounds of their literal meanings. This knowledge is expressed by
words where the meanings are derived from their component parts or their
order. Both lexical forms and meanings overlap each other.

Knowledge of morphosyntactic forms is based on understanding and
producing the morphological and syntactic forms such as articles, prepositions,
pronouns, word order, simple compound and complex sentences, mood, voice,
and modality.

Knowledge of morphosyntactic meanings can be depicted from
morphosyntactic forms. This includes, for example, interpreting meanings from
inflections (aspect and time), derivations (negation and agency) and voice and
word order. The morphosyntactic meanings (e.g, present time reference)
connected to morphosyntactic forms (e.g, -s affixation — writes) refer to the
syntax of the whole sentence (e.g, interrogation or passivisation).

The model also describes Knowledge of cohesive forms and meanings
at the discourse level. Purpura (2004) in his discussion of what is meant by
knowledge of grammar he defines it as a particular situation which can be
recognised by the interior relationship of forms and meanings in a text. The
grammatical forms at this level consist of cohesive forms (e.g, pronominals,
logical connection, cohesive devices) and cohesive meanings (e.g, the link
between a pronoun and its referent). The following figure shows illustrative
guide framework of assessing the knowledge of grammar.

Figure 2.1 Components of Grammatical Knowledge, adapted from
(Purpura, 2004: 91)
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Grammatical Knowledge

/
Grammatical Form 4 4 Grammatical Meaning
(Accuracy) (Meaningfulness)
SENTENTIAL LEVEL SENTENTIAL LEVEL
Lexical Form Lexical Meaning
e  orthographic forms e  denotation and connotation
e  syntactic features and restrictions e meanings of formulaic expressions
(nouns) e meanings of false cognates
e morphological irregularity e semantic fields (attributes of words denoting
e word formation (compounding, physical attractiveness)
derivational affixation) e  prototypicality (words denoting physical
e countability and gender restrictions attractiveness)
e  co-occurrence restrictions (depend on, in e  polysemy (head of person / bed/ table)
spite of) . collocation (table and chair)
e  formulaic forms
Morphosyntactic Form Morphosyntactic Meaning
e inflectional affixes (-ed) e  time/ duration
e  derivational affixes (un-) e  reversive (pack / unpack)
. syntactic structures (tense, aspect) . interrogation, passivization
e  simple compound and complex sentences e  cause-effect, factual / counterfactual
e  voiced, mood, word order
DISCOURSE OR SUPRA SENTENTIAL DISCOURSE OR SUPRA SENTENTIAL LEVEL
LEVEL
Cohesive Meaning
Cohesive Form e  possession, reciprocity
e referential forms (personal, e  spatial, temporal or psychological links
demonstrative, comparative) e informational links to avoid redundancy
e  substitution and ellipsis e  additive, contrast, causal
e lexical forms (repetition)
e logical connecters (therefore)
e adjacency pairs

Purpura (2004) sees that sentences can mean more than one thing said in
different contexts. The following example illustrates that sentences are identical
in syntactic structure, but express different meanings. A French person who
speaks French only has a discussion with two Americans who speak English
and French fluently. During the discussion one of the Americans (Joe) lapses
into English, the other American (Sue) says: Would you please speak French?
(Request and perhaps criticism) and Joe responses: Oh, no problem.
(acknowledgment and agreement to comply). Joe has not stopped speaking
English, Sue repeats: Would you please speak French? (Request and perhaps
criticism) and Joe responses: Sorry, | forgot. (apology and excuse). The
dissimilarity does not come from what is said, but from the difference of the
context. An assessment of most words tells that they have many different
meanings and the grammatical rules which join them together into sentence
meanings often produce several opportunities for interpretation. Purpura (2004:
12) concludes that “An analysis of the syntax alone would not have been able to
account for the differences in the two sentences with regard to meaning”.
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4. Conclusion

Testing grammar views language beyond patterns of morphosyntax
observed within relatively de-contextualized sentence. At the centre of above
view this paper hopes to reap and put to benefit the characteristics of the
communicative methods of testing grammar. In testing grammar, a number of
factors need to be taken into account. In general, testing grammar should, if
possible, reflect the linguistic forms and uses that students know and perform.
It includes a variety of tasks to give students an opportunity to display their
explicit and implicit knowledge of grammar. Testing grammar should be as
objective and authentic based material as possible..
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Abstract

The present paper is an attempt to examine the effect of using translation
from Arabic into English as a teaching technique. It focuses on the role of
translation in English teaching from a pedagogical perspective. Through
analyzing the syntactic errors made by Libyan students in the English
Department, we can argue that translation could prove to be a very useful
pedagogical tool to learn, syntax, lexis and other linguistic issues of the target
language, namely English. A basic premise of this paper is that translation is a
real-life, natural activity and therefore cannot be avoided in language learning.

245



Thus, it should not be considered as a negative interference but as a natural
and useful tool in English language learning. Consequently, using translation in
classroom could be regarded as an exercise in comparative linguistics where
lexicon and grammatical structure of the two systems are compared by the
learners. While translating, learners are encouraged to notice language
differences in structures and vocabulary and they have to develop their own
methods and strategies to deal with them. Translation can help learners
develop their writing skills if they think of what they want to say in their native
language and then transpose those ideas into the target language. It
encourages learners to think simultaneously about meaning and form. This is
because in translation they have already been provided with what they have to
say, but need to say it in the target language. Using translation can also help
teachers draw students' attention to ingrained errors, such as passive
construction, word order, and conditional sentences or time-tense distinctions.
Moreover, translation can be used as a testing technique which forces the
learner to reveal some specific aspects of his interlanguage.

1. Introduction

This paper is about the relationship between pedagogy, translation, and
teaching English. It looks at the role of translation as an activity for learners in
the English Language Teaching (ELT) classroom. It is based on an analytical
study conducted by the researcher. As it invites speculation and discussion,
translation can be a highly effective way of drawing learners' attention to the
linguistic, semantic and pragmatic features of the target language. (Lado, 1965)
However, using translation in ELT classrooms could be useful if it is considered
as a means, but not as an end. We cannot ban translation from the ELT
classroom for the simple reason that all learners are to some degree
translators. Practicing translation in groups can provoke discussion among
learners to understand the meaning and the use of language at the deepest
possible level. It gives students the practice they need in reading and writing
skills. Translation is a tool to learn certain language features such as: grammar,
syntax, and lexis in both source language (SL) and target language (TL). When
students translate, they unconsciously follow three steps: analysis, transfer, and
restructuring (Nida and Taber, 1969). Howatt (cited in Richards and Rodgers,
1986). states that "translation may be used where students need or benefit
from it."

Translation, however; can provide valuable information about the language
proficiency. It imposes a rigid kind of discipline upon the learners as they are
confronted with text features that they cannot avoid (Corder, 1981). By

investigating the learners' errors thoroughly, we can assess the influence of
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Arabic on English by Arab learners. English instructors, whose native language
is Arabic, can always identify problematic areas for Arab learners and help them
eliminate such difficulties by using Arabic to explain new structures of the TL.

Translation is a kind of activity, which inevitably involves at least two
languages and therefore two different structures. Al-Jarrah (2001: 172)
explains that: "it is quite natural that the student in the face of difficulties may
fall back on his/her first language in order to cope with the new situation s/he
encounters." Translation, by nature, is considered a comparative linguistic
process between two languages. Thus, the use of translation may as well
provoke native language interference.

Translation involves change from one form to another. What forms mean
here are those units through which a language is realized such as: words,
phrases, clauses, sentences and paragraphs. Therefore, translation is not only a
matter of different word choice, but also is a matter of different grammatical
structures. Languages use different grammatical forms and different lexical
selections to assert the same meaning. Hence, translation is always from the
syntax of the SL into the syntax of TL. (Stoddart, 2002)

Larson (1984) points out that if translators face unfamiliar material or
higher level of syntactic structures with complicated sentences, there they
would tend to choose syntactic structures in the target language, which are
influenced by the syntactic structures of the native language. Thus, the result
would be structures that sound strange and unnatural to the speakers of the
target language. However, the pedagogical value of this approach is to
encourage the students to make the comparison needed to locate the ‘errors’
within their own language.

Translation, as a technique for learning foreign languages, can be utilized to
demonstrate the learner's knowledge of the foreign language and help to
develop his competence. This is considered a strong point of translation
contribution in the field of FLT. This has to be distinguished from its normal use
in transferring meaning and conveying message. It can be said that translating
a text form the learner's native language into the TL, if selected purposefully
and systematically, can help learners to use specific structures accurately and
have a constructive role in teaching other languages. Bonyadi (2006)
speculates that when utilizing this teaching technique, the learners should be
warned about the structural differences existing between languages and there is
not always a structural correspondence between their native language and the
target language.
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2. Translation and Foreign Language Teaching

Translation is distinctly concerned with mediating between two languages
usually in written medium. Foreign language teaching, on the other hand, aims
to bring proficiency in spoken and written language. The relationship between
translation and FLT has a rather long history. Translation in foreign language
teaching is a long-established practice. It dates back to the 19" century, which
witnesses the emergence of Grammar-Translation method. The fundamental
purpose of learning foreign language, according to the principles of this
method, is to be able to read and translate its literature. Consequently, the
primary skills to be developed are reading and writing (Johnson and Johnson
1998). Translation activity is necessary and valid because it is going on all the
time, and that will always be needed. It can be applied in language teaching
where teachers can use it as an effective means of explaining particular aspects
of language, such as grammatical rules and syntactic structures.

Although continuously in use, attitudes towards translation in ELT have
been potently negative. However, much of the negative reputation of the use of
translation as a teaching technique arises from a mistaken association with the
Grammar-Translation method, which views language learning as consisting of
little more than memorizing grammar rules and bilingual word lists. In such
method the grammar rules are presented and illustrated, a list of vocabulary
items is presented with their translation equivalents, and translation exercises
are prescribed. (Richards and Rodgers, 2001). Johnson and Johnson (1998:
359) argue that the reasons behind this negative attitude against translation as
a teaching technique probably: "a reaction against grammar translation; a
change of emphasis from writing to speech; a belief in natural second language
acquisition; a belief that translation promotes false equivalent". The fact that is
often overlooked is that Grammar-Translation method cannot be practiced
without using translation, on the other hand, translation can be used without
practicing the Grammar-Translation method.

Furthermore, Translation in modern teaching methodologies can be made a
truly integrative activity, practicing all four skills, and encouraging students to
manipulate the target language together through drafting, editing and
reviewing. It encourages learners to think about meaning and form
concurrently; it develops qualities such as: accuracy, clarity and flexibility.

Translation is regarded a real-life skill; it is one of the things that many
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students actually need to do in the real world beyond the classroom, as it deals
with authentic material. The practice of translation in the modern classroom is a
valuable resource, and it has remained a significant component as a useful
pedagogic device in foreign language teaching (Widdowson, 1978).

Nevertheless, there are now signs of revival and recognition that translation in
addition to being a skill in itself is an aid to language learning. It can be used to
stimulate discussion and awaken the students' awareness of the inevitable
interaction between languages in the process of learning and teaching a foreign
language. However, the implication of translation as a teaching method should
not be abandoned (Bonyadi, 2006). On the contrary, the use of guided
translation in the ELT classroom is a resource that merely needs fine-tuning and
expanding to become the trend of the future. The goal of using translation as a
teaching aid in ELT classroom is not to produce a perfect translation but to learn
from the activity.

In this respect, Petrocchi, (2009) maintains that translation activities can be
employed in the classroom for the consolidation and reinforcement of new
language patterns and constructions such as: to compare present perfect and
past perfect with simple past, passive construction and conditional sentences.
Translation from the native to the target language would most likely improve
the writing skills as it is a sort of re-writing which promote and facilitate the
language learning. It is ultimately enhance proficiency if it is well prepared and
integrated with reading skill. Alatis (1968) states that translation is beneficial
exercise in contrastive linguistics as the students are constantly faced with both
similarities and difficulties between their native language and the target
language. However, it should not be forgotten that students involve in
translation activities should at least have secured an intermediate level in the
TL. Taylor (cited in littlewood, (1984) finds that interference errors would be
more frequent with beginners than intermediate learners. The reason, he
argues, is probably due to the fact that the beginner has less previous target
language knowledge to make overgeneralization and hypotheses about rules,
and he might therefore turn to his first language knowledge.

3. Interlanguage Hypothesis

The term interlanguage was first introduced by Selinker (1974) to suggest
the intermediate stages that lie between the native and the target language
observable in the learners' language. Richards (1974) presented long lists of
actual errors made by language learners and could not be ascribed to their
native language. Selinker (1974) argues that interlanguage refers to interim
grammar that is a single system consisting of rules that have been developed
through different cognitive strategies, such as transfer from mother tongue,
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overgeneralization and simplification of target language rules. Corder (1978)
proposes the term idiosyncratic dialect referring to the learner’s language which
is systematic and has its own rules, but it is unstable. Nesmer (1971: 55) states
that:

an Approximative system is the deviant linguistic system
actually employed by the learner attempting to utilize the target
language. . . Learner speech should be studied not only by
reference to the source language and the target language but
in its own term as well.

Linguists such as: Corder (1978), Nesmer (1971), Selinker (1974) although
they use different terms, all agree that interlanguage is a separate linguistic
system, of which the learner is the sole speaker, resulting from the learners'
attempted production of the target language norm. This system is thought to
be incomplete and in a state of flux. Explaining how interlanguage is applied by
the learner, Azevedo (1980: 215) states that:

an interlanguage is an imperfect, incomplete linguistic
system as well as a set of working hypotheses about the target
language. As learning proceeds, some hypotheses are found
adequate and retained, others are expanded into more general
ones, and still others are dropped as inappropriate.

According to this view, language learning assumes that there is an
interaction of the grammatical systems: that of the target language and that of
the interlanguage. The more these two systems correspond with each other the
more the learner becomes acquainted with the target language system.
Therefore, the language learner will steadily grow towards his mastery of the
target language as his interlanguage grammar is sufficiently developed to
enable the learner to communicate adequately.

4. Translation as a Testing Device

Translation can be utilized as a proficiency test for intermediate higher level,
and as a testing technique, it sheds light on the interlanguage system. Students
can be constrained to produce their interlanguage if they are confronted with
grammatical structures to be rendered to the target language. Corder (1978:
65) argues that:

in order to identify the presence and nature of an error an
interpretation of the learner's utterance is necessary, but it is
not always easy to know what the learner was trying to say . . .
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Therefore, techniques of control elicitation, i.e. tests which
force the learner to reveal some specific aspects of his
interlanguage, are necessary. These controlled elicitation
techniques are of various sorts multiple choice, translation . . .

In free composition, learners usually try to avoid difficult constructions in
the target language. This cannot be done in the case of translation where
students are faced with a text to be rendered into the TL, and therefore they
forced to their competence. If students fail to use certain grammatical
structures correctly in translation, they would not be able to use them in
conversation either (Alatis, 1968). Free composition technique is also regarded
as an error avoiding activity, whereas the translation of a carefully selected text
from the student's native language into the target language can be an excellent
proficiency test as far as lexical choice and syntactic structures are concerned.
In other word, by using translation, the learner cannot avoid structures that lie
beyond what he actually possesses, and therefore he is forced to show what he
knows about the target language system. Lado (1965, 176) states that:
"translation from the native language of the student can be used effectively to
test problem structures". John and Oller (1992) add that it is relatively easier to
set up a translation test; the findings of such test would yield useful data for
iterlanguage analysis.

Furthermore, it has been always regarded that the interpretation of what
the learner intended to say and then reconstructing his sentence into a well-
formed one in the target language are the weakest points of error analysis
approach. Corder (1981, 22) postulates that:

if, however, the mother tongue is known we may be able,
by a process of literal translation, to arrive at a means of
interpreting the sentence plausibly . . . by translating the
mother tongue sentence back into a well-formed sentence of
the target language, we have available a reconstructed
sentence which once again we can compare with the original
overtly idiosyncratic sentence of the learner.

By applying the translation testing technique, we know what the learner
wanted to say and therefore we may be able to overcome such shortcomings.

Moreover, translation can be used to assess reading comprehension
Richards and Rodgers (2001) pinpoint that translation can be used as a

technique to assess and evaluate accurately students' comprehension in reading
classes. At the end of the reading lesson, comprehension can be tested by
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asking students to translate part of the reading text into their native language
to ensure if they have fully comprehended the meaning; it helps students
develop their reading comprehension abilities.

4.1 Interlingual Interference

This is known as language transfer or mother tongue interference. Selinker
(1974) introduced the term interlingual error, in which the errors made by
language learners are accounted for by interference from their mother tongue.
Schachter (cited in Zobl, 1980; 473) argues that:

the learner apparently constructs hypotheses about the
target language based on knowledge he already has about his
own language. If the constructions are similar in the learner's
mind, he will transfer his native language strategy to the
target language.

Richards (1974; 182) also states that mother tongue interference plays a
major role in second language learning: “interference from the mother tongue
is clearly a major source of difficulty in second language learning”. However,
Dulay, et al (1982) asserted that SL errors in TL accounted for a mere 5% of
errors produced overall; they claimed that the influence of SL on TL was almost
irrelevant. Lakkis and Malak (cited in AbiSamra, 2003) examined the influence
of Arabic on English by Arab students in order to help teachers identify
problematic areas for Arab students and help them understand where transfer
should be encouraged or avoided. They concluded that an English instructor,
whose native language is Arabic, can use Arabic to explain new structures.

4.2. Intralingual Interference

Errors attributed to this source do not usually reflect features of the
mother tongue, but they probably result from the learning process itself. The
term intralingual errors was introduced by Richards (1971, 174), who states
that:

intralingual errors are those which reflect the general
characteristics of rule learning, such as faulty generalization,
incomplete application of rules, and failure to learn conditions
under which rules apply. Developmental errors illustrate the
learner attempting to build up hypotheses about the English
language from his limited experience of it in the classroom or
textbook.

Overgeneralization errors are those which reflect the extension of target

rules to cover areas where they do not apply. Since their knowledge of the
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target language is very limited, learners tend to stretch out the little they know
to include areas that they have not mastered yet. In order to reduce their
linguistic burden, students may attempt to simplify the target language system,
and therefore they produce errors by false analogy (Corder, 1981).

Some linguists such as Duskova (1969) and Richards (1974) suggest that
the strategy of overgeneralization is associated with reduction. The omission of
certain features in the interests of simplification may account for the deletion of
the third person singular marker "-s". False analogy and failure to observe
restrictions on rules application may be responsible for verb-construction errors,
misuse of prepositions and articles as well as omission and addition of object

pronouns.

Errors under incomplete application of rules category are usually related to
sentence structure such as misordering, omission of sentence components, and
total avoidance. These kinds of errors indicate that the learners have either
internalized part of the rule or failed to learn the conditions for rule application.
Therefore, due to inadequate knowledge, they produced distorted sentences
which were either fragments or totally garbled.

Errors under the source of false hypotheses usually reflect the strategies by
which the learner acquires the language. Errors of this sort are often called
developmental errors. Richards (1974) explains that these errors derive from
faulty comprehension of distinctions in the target language. They might emerge
from poor gradation of teaching particular items such as tenses; this kind is
termed by Selinker (1974) as transfer of training. Errors under the heading
voice reflected either incomplete application of rules which indicate that the
learners have not internalized the passive voice and they use the active voice
instead or false hypotheses by which they employ the passive constructions
when active ones are needed. Errors in tenses are probably due to false
hypotheses (Richards, 1974). These errors are also called developmental (zobl,
1980) because they are similar to those produced by children who are acquiring
English as their mother tongue.

However, there are errors which cannot be easily attributed to their
sources. Duskova (1969) reports that as many as one quarter of the errors in
her investigation was of this sort. In this respect she (ibid, 16) states that:

We are of the opinion that an error analysis should be
based primarily on recurrent, systematic errors that are made
by a number of learners and that can be readily traced to their
sources, no matter whether they reflect defects in knowledge
or whether they result from inadequate habit formation.
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Several researchers, however; have assumed that an error made by a group
of learners from different linguistic backgrounds is probably due to intralingual
rather than interlingual interference, which would reflect the inherent
complexity of English itself. In this respect errors such as: the omission of verb
"to be", confusion of perfect tense, and misuse of articles cannot attribute to
Arabic due to the fact that such errors are found in compositions written by
Chinese, Japanese, Arab, and Spanish learners (Schachter and Celce-Murcia
1977, Schachter 1974, and Richards 1974). We may therfore conclude that
language learners of various linguistic backgrounds do commit similar errors for
different reasons.

5. Procedures

In this study, two approaches of analysis, namely Error Analysis and
Contrastive Analysis, are utilized to identify, classify and explain the students'
errors and mistakes. They are used as complementary rather than mutually
exclusive. Translation is related to contrastive linguistics; it is regarded as a
contrastive linguistic process between the languages concerned. Moreover,
translation as a testing device is probably a suitable method in error analysis for
it overcomes the weakest points in error analysis approach which are concerned
with the very significant steps of interpretation and reconstruction of the
learner sentence (Corder, 1981). In the case of translation test, the learners are
confronted with a text to be translated into the target language and the
interpretation of the learners' sentences would be based on the original text;
consequently, it overcomes the shortcomings of the error analysis technique.

EA is a basic step in describing the production of foreign language learners
and providing the ground for an evaluation of their language competence. For
this reason, it involves a series of operations: identification, classification,
explanation. (ibid)

(i) Identification of errors means to identify or detect the learner's error
by comparing what he actually wrote with what he ought to have
written to express what he intended to express.

(ii) Classification of learners' errors means that all detected errors are
systematically classified into categories such as: tense, number, mood,
case, gender and so on.

(iii) Explanation of learners' errors is that the errors are explained in
grammatical terms, and then they are examined in order to find their
causes. (ibid)

Having recognized the errors by comparing the original sentences with the

model translation, the errors are therefore classified according to their various
types and then attributed to their causes.
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Corder (1981), who has contributed to develop the EA approach, claims that
errors made by learners can be significant in three ways: firstly they tell the
teacher how much the learner has learned and how much he is still to learn;
secondly they give the researcher evidence of what strategies and procedures
has the learner employed, and finally they are a device used by the learner to
test his hypotheses concerning the language he is learning.

According to Corder (1981), EA approach is of twofold: one is theoretical
and the other one is practical. The theoretical one serves as a means by which
we can describe the learner's knowledge of the TL at a particular time in the
learning process in order to apply appropriate teaching methodology and
construct suitable materials. The practical object helps the learner to learn more
sufficiently by revealing his interlanguage for pedagogical purpose. Corder (ibid)
also points out that our accomplishment should be concentrated on techniques
and procedures that deal with errors after they have occurred..

However, it seems useful to make use of Contrastive Analysis approach as
complementary to Error Analysis since the primary aim of both approaches is to
reveal and explain learners' difficulties. Littlewood (1984: 21) states that:

after we have observed what errors learners actually
made, contrastive analysis can help to explain some of these
errors, namely, those which are due to transfer. In this
capacity, contrastive analysis becomes part of the wider
undertaking of error analysis.

It is essential here to make a distinction between mistakes and errors.
Corder (1981) reveals a criterion to do that. The first can be self-corrected but
the second cannot. Errors are systematic, competence errors, i.e. they are likely
to occur repeatedly and cannot be recognized by the learner. Mistakes, on the
other hand, are performance errors, i.e. the temporary forgetting of a point
been previously understood. Therefore, EA may be carried out in order to give
the possible relevant help not only to the students but also to the teacher and
obtain information on common difficulties in the learning process as an aid to
plan teaching programmes.

6. Data Analysis and Discussion

This section discusses the syntactic errors made by the subjects of this
study. The overall humber of syntactic errors in the sixty papers was found to
be (1636). These errors were classified and the nature of each error then
analyzed. Hierarchal typologies of syntactic errors were established to indicate
which error types were more predominant than others. These hierarchies run
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from the most frequent errors to the least frequent ones.

To examine the effect of native language interference, Sixty (60) fourth-
year translation students in the department of English in the faculty of Arts at
the University of Garyounis were chosen to be the population of this study.
They were given an Arabic expository text, which consisted of 16 sentences, to
be translated into English. By using translation as a testing technique, the
subjects were confined to produce their Interlanguage system and show their
real competence in the TL. An error analysis approach was used to identify,
classify, analyze, and explain the possible causes of the committed errors.
Among the most prominent defenders of translation tests are: Lado (1965) and
Corder (1981), who claim that translation from the native language of the
learners can be used effectively and adequately to measure structure difficulties
in the TL.

The following table shows the distribution of errors in each category. The
errors are hierarchically arranged.

N Types of error Total number Percentage
o]
1 tense 280 17.1%
2 Articles 234 14.3%
3 Omission of essential 160 9.8%
components.
4 Total avoidance 142 8.7%
5 Garbled sentences 128 7.8%
6 Verb construction 123 7.5%
7 Word order 120 7.3%
8 Concord 95 5.8%
9 Prepositions 93 5.7%
1 Adjectives 63 3.9%
0
1 Fragments 56 3.4%
1
1 Pronouns 52 3.2%
2
1 Voice 48 2.9%
3
1 Miscellaneous 42 2.6%
4
total 1636 100%
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Appendix I

This text was extracted from an Arabic newspaper.
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The model translation

(1) Indeed the observer of the history of the Arab-American relations
finds that they passed periods in which they become highly connected
and other periods in which hardness and stagnation prevail. (2) First in
the past these relations were hard (3) and this is for various reasons
among which is the lack of the language unity and because of
geographical remoteness of the Unite States of America from the Arab
World. (4) And yet as soon as the means of transportation developed and
the countries came closer to one another, these relations had to flourish
and develop. (5) The economic interests had an important and vital role
towards reinforcing these relations, (6) for the Arabs, oil was the axis of
co-operations and meeting between the Arabs and the Americans. (7)
And the American experience and the constructive and ambitious projects
which the Arab wanted to establish in the Arab countries were the
incentive behind reinforcing the Arab-American relations. (8) These
periods have seen a stage of break off (9) and this was because of the
conditions of different wars, (10) in the year 1967, Egypt severed her
diplomatic relations with the United States of America. (11) The Egyptian
ambassador to Washington [D.C] was officially summoned as a result of
the apparent and noticeable American help for the Israel's attack on the
various Arab lands. (12) However, these relations did not witness a period
of improvement after the 1952 revolution since after the revolution the
country's leaders wanted to establish the High Dam. (13) It was
necessary to have huge financing for this project (14) and therefore Egypt
resorted to the International Bank which refused because of the influence
of the USA. (15) Consequently, the International Bank denied providing
Egypt with necessary money, (16) so the result was that the political

relations between the two countries were severed.
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Appendix II

The following are examples of various errors and their possible

causes:

The original
sentence

Identification
of error

Classificati
on of error

Explanation
of error

This because of

Omission of

Due to Arabic

ke o, 4 | different wars verb to be interference
Interlingual
error
£ of Sl tms 0SS It was result to Misordering Arabic-like
EEWRRUNS PSR cut diplomatic pattern
o relations between Interlingual
7| the two countries error
RO TRERI L the effective Verb Overgeneraliza
i ol 3l ool 20, | PrOJEcts which the | construction tion
L8] S5 o ) S5 Arabs were want to Intralingual
P =" | establish in the error
sy W o2 ) S 3 Arab countries
S oY) Al B 3y 5
£ ol Sl tms OSG Thus the result Voice Incomplete
25 gl G ot | WAS the diplomatic Active voice | application of
o relations between | instead of | rules.
77 |the two countries | passive Intralingual
had cut off construction error
Jesadl Y O And was must -Verb -False
£ 3 all 1 financing this plan. | construction hypothese
-Omission of - Incomplete
subject application of
-Word rules.”intralingual
ordering error”

- Arabic-like
pattern
Interlingual
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error

oF S Sl el 3 International -omission  of -
o3 UL e sl Bank refuse to | definite. Article | Overgeneralization
provide Egypt by -tense -
the necessary -wrong Overgeneralization
money preposition - Incomplete
application of
rules.
Cintralingual
error”
RGN TRt And was the Word Arabic-like
i ulally sl oole 201, | EXPETiEnce ordering pattern
T 5415 o ) S ) American and Interlingual
T = | project positive and error
ey G (2 2 A S 2| ambitious which It could be
1Y a4l oW a5 | was the Arab want due to Incomplete
to establish in the application of

Arab countries . . .

rules. "intralingual
error”
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1-Introduction :

Les couleurs foisonnent dans l'univers au sein duquel nous vivons . Selon

Sophie Bolo , dans Science et vie junior , dossier hors série , janvier 1996 , le
frangais compte seulement onze dénominations pour les couleur de base : bleu,
rouge , orange , jaune , vert, violet , noir, blanc, gris , marron et rose . la langue
a ajouté les autres qualificatif ( clair , foncé , vif ) des comparaisons ( bleu de
cendre , noir d'encre ) I'apposition d'autres noms de couleur ( gris —vert , gris —
mauve ) et puis elle a inventé , emprunté a la nature au réegne minéral ou végétal ,
au monde des animaux et des météores , aux mers et aux prairies . mais notre
objectif n'est pas de les nommer ou encore les décrire car le nombre de mots qui
servent a les désigner , a les répertorier , a exprimer leurs nuances tendent vers
I'infini . dans ces colocations nous en trouvons certaines dont I'adjectif de couleur
ne représente pas réellement I'état physique de la situation comme dans
I'exemple (voix blanche) ou I'adjectif (blanc) ne désigne aucunement la couleur de
la voix . par contre d'autres font vraiment référence a I'objet comme( se facher
tout rouge ou nous pouvons imaginer que celui qui se fache a certainement un
visage rouge par sang qui lui est monté .d'autres enfin ont regcu un calquage de
sens comme dans l'exemple ( une nuit bleue ) terme repris par les médias
francais au lendemain des attentats terroriste en Corse . Bleu ici est désigné pour
exprimer la lueur qu'a fait I'explosion des bombes .et depuis pour désigner la
peur , la terreur , cette location est utilisé .

Nous travaillons surtout sur le lien pouvant exister entre les couleurs et la

langue . et dans cette catégorie nous nous sommes intéressés aux adjectifs de
couleurs en collocation dans les expressions figées . pour cela nous nous
sommes contentés de travailler uniquement sur quatre adjectifs de couleurs . ce
sont le blanc , le bleu , le noir et le rouge car se sont les principales
couleurs qui forment des colocations . nous tenterons également de classer les
collocations des adjectifs de couleur par théme et voir s'il existe la motivation en
d'autres langues , telle que la langue arabe notamment .

2-Definitions:

2-1es couleurs :

BLANC: Michel Pastoureau , dans le dictionnaire des couleurs des notre

temps , I'appelle( le degré zéro de la couleur ) cependant le blanc , étant produit
par le mélange de toutes les couleurs du spectre solaire plutét qu'une absence
de couleur , c'est la somme de toutes les autres . la place du blanc dans notre
vision de la vie nous interdit de la négliger dans répertoire des couleur .
absence de couleur , le blanc est forcément aussi absence de taches , donc
couleur d'innocence , de pureté . I'absence de couleur correspond a I'absence
d'opinion , le banc est I'absence de la neutralité . il s'oppose au rouge du sang
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et de la guerre . le blanc représente aussi la propreté I'hygiene I'absence peut
impliquer vide ,néant d'ou l'idée de nullité parfois associée au blanc (mariage
blanc ) .

BLEU : le bleu est une des couleurs primaires . couleur subtile , difficile a
définir , dont les sondages d'opinion prouvent qu'elle figure dans de nombreux
pays comme la couleur la plus appréciée. Des savants ont cherché a expliquer
pourquoi le ciel est bleu , d'autres pourquoi la mer est bleue , mais aucune
théorie scientifique ne peut rendre compte de I'émotion que provoque en nous
la vision du bleu .

Le bleu, couleur du ciel , est par le méme fait synonyme de pureté ,
d'immatérialité .Goethe y voit , de par cette impression de pureté , un symbole
de prise de distance , d'inaccessibilité . c'est d'ailleurs la couleur de Vierge
Marie , représentée par les peintres avec un manteau bleu .

NOIR: pour la langue courante , le noir est la couleur la plus sombre que

notre ceil peut percevoir . mais du fait qu'on appelle( noir ) un objet qui ne
reflete aucune des couleurs du spectre , on dira en physique que le noir n'est
pas plus une couleur que le blanc . Vincent Van Gogh dira : ( le noir absolu
n'existe pas ) et Clemenceau déclare : ( le noir n'est pas une couleur ) parmi les
sens symboliques du noir , retenons I'élégance dont témoignent les habits et
les smokings , mais aussi l'austérité , le malheur et la mort , le secret , l'interdit
absolu , 'autorité .

ROUGE : couleur qui frappe a la fois notre vue et notre sensibilité . c'est la
couleur du fer et du sang . il est présent partout : il donne leur éclat et leur
vivacité aux fleurs son rayonnement au soleil couchant , il traduit nos émotions
par la couleur de notre peu ; il est apprécié en décoration , dans I'habillement et
sur les carrosseries des voitures . rien d'étonnant donc si prés de 600 livres
comptent mot ( rouge ) dans leur titre .

Le rouge joue tellement bien sur les sens comme l'imagination que , dans
certaines langues , le Russe par exemple , ( rouge ) est synonyme de ( beau ) .
Le rouge étant la couleur du feu , il est par — la méme signe de force et de
lumiére ; il représente donc tout naturellement I'élan vital , la puissance de la vie
et par conséquent le pouvoir , les honneurs . cependant , on peu se briler au
feu , sa couleur devenant par la méme couleur de danger , d'interdit , de mal.
Pour beaucoup de religion , il est la couleur du diable , qui souvent représenté
vétu de rouge et toujours entouré de flammes de l'enfer.

2-2.Collocation :
Selon la bibliographie consultée , trois définitions ont été retenues pour
expliquer le terme collocation .

a)Dictionnaire de linguistique et des sciences du langage

( 1999) Larousse —Bordas :

On appelle collocation I'association habituelle d'un morphéme lexicale avec
d'autres au sein de I'énoncé , abstraction faite des relations grammaticales
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existant entre ces morphémes : ainsi les mots construction et construire , bien
qgu'appartenant a deux catégories grammaticales différentes , on les méme
collocations , c'est-a-dire qu'ils se rencontrent avec les mémes mots . de méme
pain est en collocation avec frais , sec, blanc etc . les mots sont cooccuuents .

b)Le grand Robert : en science de la linguistique , position d'un
élément par rapport a d'autres ; proximité dans une chaine .

c)igor Mel'cuk : les collocations sont une sous — classe de ce qu'on
appelle expressions figées.

Une expression figée ( ou phraseéme ) correspond a un signe linguistique ,
c'est-a-dire posséde un signifié , un signifiant et une syntaxe .

Pour définir la collocation , comparons — la aux autres phraséme:

Le phraséme complet ( ou locution figée )

Le sens d'un phraséme complet Ab est un sens € donné par la

combinaison de A et de B, mais qui ne contient ni le sens de A , niceluide B .
EXx : vendre la meche

Faire marcher ( quelqu'un )

Le quasi - phraséeme ( ou locution quasi figée )

Le sens de AB comprend le sens de A et celui de B, mais I'addition des

deux donne un sens € imprédictible ( imprévisible).

EX : donner le sein
Point virgule

Le pragmateme :

Le sens de € est celui de A et celui de B, mais € ne peut étre
remplacé par une unité équivalente .
EXx : bonne nuit

Défense de stationner
3-Aspect Thematique

3-1.Theme de tristesse

Francais Arabe
Un humour noir Humour noir
Voir tout noir Voir tout en noir

Broyer / faire du noir
S'enfoncer dans la noir
Etre d'humeur noir
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3-2.Theme de la colere

Frangais

arabe

Une colére noir

Une colére blanche
Une colére bleue

Se facher tout rouge
Tirer a boulets rouges
Voir rouge

Une colére rouge

3-3.Theme de la peur

Francgais

Arabe

Une peur blanche
Une peur bleue
Il est vert de peur

Une peur rouge

3-4.Theme de I'espoir

Francgais

Arabe

Voir la vie en blanc

Voir la vie en blanc

3-5.Theme du désespoir :

Francgais

Arabe

Avoir des idées noires
peindre une situation en noir
Noircir une situation

Avoir des idées noires

3-6.Theme de la nullité ( vierge ) :
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Francgais

Arabe

Une voix blanche
Un mariage blanc
Une magie blanche




4-Autres expressions avec les méme adjectifs et le meme sens en francais et en arabe.
Avoir le sang bleu

Tirer a blanc

Un rire jaune

Liste noire

Marché noir

Caisse noir

Donner le feu vert

Une arme blanche

Un rire jaune .

4-1.Expressions de méme sens mais avec des adjectifs difiérents

Frangais Arabe

Nuit blanche : nuit sans sommeil Nuit noir : nuit sans sommeil
Nuit rouge : nuit sans sommeil
causée par les effets d'une nuit
dansante , ou une d'amour

Donner carte blanche : donner Donner carte verte : donner toute
toute la latitude a quelgu'un la latitude a quelgu'un
Un bleu : une jeune recrue Un vert une jeune recrue

4-2.Expressions francais et arabe avec les memes adjectifs de couleurs mais de sens
differents

Francgais Arabe
Or blanc : richesse Or blanc : richesse
représentée par la neige représentée par le coton

5-Conclusion :

Cela dit, le travail que nous avons tenté de faire est de montrer quelles sont
les motivations sémantiques ou thématique qui justifient les collocations des
adjectifs de couleurs . avons —nous réussis ? nous ne pouvons le savoir sans

votre jugement , néanmoins nous vous rappelons le vieil adage qui dit (des
goiits et des couleurs, il ne faut pas discuter)
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