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Abstract 
Marked by its popularity in the human 
language, ambiguity is one of the most 
noticeable linguistic phenomena that 
have attracted the attention of 
researchers. The present paper is a 
contribution to the already existing 
literature on this academic issue. It is 
interesting in that it confronts the issue 
within a contrastive framework between 
English and Arabic through the examples 
cited in the study. A problematic area 
was how to use Arabic terms to name the 
English linguistic concepts accurately 
and to illustrate the confusion into which 
some writers have run when conducting 
their academic studies. Those terms are 
thought to be adequate and have been 
retained and used in the present paper. 
The different types of ambiguity are 
exposed in detail, with a particular 
reference to English as it is the source of 
the majority of the examples given in the 
study. 
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AMBIGUITYAMBIGUITY

AMBIAGEREACTUM

 

making them capable of more than one interpretation  

. Jean 
Dubois

 certaines phrases  qui présentent  plusieurs  sens.' . 

AMBIGUITY
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2

linguistic 

ambiguity extralinguistic ambiguity 

 1.1.2

(receiver)(sender)

Denise et Fréderic François 

communication et observé hic et nunc, il y a un problème  de choix  linguistique  pour le  
 à -

. 

.

lexical 

ambiguity syntactic (grammatical) ambiguitylexico-
.grammatical ambiguity

1.2.1.2

 

semantic ambiguity 

word-sense ambiguity

)(

polysemyhomonymy 
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semanticsradiation

concatenation

 homophony 

site

sight[sait]

A wonderful [sait]
[sait]

A wonderful sight
sight

site

 homography

row[rau]

row[ra ]
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 full homonymy

bankbank
I reached the bank

 

''

''

''

''

''

''
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2.2.1.2

 

-

 

 '

Squad helps dog bite victim

dog bitevictim

-

grouping 

ambiguityscope ambiguity attachment ambiguity

word-class ambiguityreference ambiguity

Old men and women
oldmen women 

menwomen

He specializes in selling old and valuable books 

valuableold

booksbooksold 
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A team will guide laboratory assessments and treatment 
laboratory 

assessmentstreatment 

 s
Patients' finances and insurance 

finances patients 

s(')insurance

finances patients

patients 

 
Coronary angiographic equipment and techniques werenot as sophisticated as they are 

today. 
equipment coronary angiographic 

techniques 

Hand me the red and yellow balls 

Children appeal to Pope 
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Every man loves a woman

every man women

modifier

 New Fowler's Dictionary 
The council plans to notify parents whose children are affected by post . 

by post 

(Lord Belstead) 

(Lord Whitelaw)
Being unique, I am not going in any way to imitate him  . 

being unique 

using 

 
Using carbon monoxide, his hiccups were cured for 30 minutes, but they came back 

again . 
hiccups using 

Teacher strikes idle kids 
strikes 

teacheridlekids teacher strikes 
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Although the pizza was cold, it tasted good 
 it pizza

Tim told his brother he was working too hard 
)(heTim

Tim

Odyssus wants to go home and is blocked by the gods which is unfortunate 
which 

unfortunate

3.2.1.2

-

.

-

found

find

bases bases 



                                                              -

170 
 

bases base basis axes

axesaxesaxis

axe

bases bases 

foundfindfound

find.

John Lyons 

ambiguïté est   . 
 

He was putting the ball 
putting [(puti ]

[p ti ]putting

putting put putt

put put

puttputted

.

 2.2
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