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The Poetry of Complaint from the Rulers
in the Ummayad Period 41-132H/661-744C

Researcher: Salem Odeh Al-Zboon
Supervisor: Abdul Rahman Al-Howaidi

The Ummayad period is considered as one of the most prosperous age in
the Arab and Islamic history in all aspects of life, civilization, political, economic
and literature. Many studies discussed this period of time and its literary
achievements. With this big quantity of studies, new subjects and new questions
arise, which leaves the door open for researchers to study the phenomena of
poetry, which are so many during the Ummayad era, for example the poetry of
complaint from the rulers. This study tried to infiltrate into the Poetic books
(dwaween) of Ummayad era and discover the reasons behind this phenomena, its

motives, and the role of rulers in it.

The study discussed the general concept of complaint, and its first
symptoms during the jahili era and the beginnings of Islam. Then discussed the
political complaint during Ummayad era represented by the complaint against the
unjust of Khulafa and those below, of wali, sa'ii, tax collectors, leaders of

soldiers, and the heir apparent too.

Of the social part, this study also discussed the complaint of poverty,
deprivation, and the role of rulers in emphasizing them through unfair policies,
by giving money to assistants while depriving others, and consequences on social
and literature, i.e., prosperity of a phenomena which vanished after Islam, the
phenomena of paupers. Complaints included prisons, situations, what Moslems
face of pain. Poets used their talents in mentioning prisons, their doors, chains,
locks around their ankles and necks, and the physical and psychological

characteristics of the prison man.
The technical characteristics of complaint poetry included:
- The phenomena was a basis for the short poetry.

- Most of it described facts of life.

- Expressions were simple.



