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«Atitre d’exemple, il est facile chez les parisiens, d’arroser une vaste place durant les chaleurs.
Ils faconnent un gros tonneau a roues ct font tirer le véhicule par des chevaux. Ce tonneau
a de nombreux trous, techniquement disposés, qui rejettent I’cau avec vigueur et a un débit
rapide. Les roues ne cessent pas de tourner alors que les trous sont ouverts, jusqu’a ce qu’une
immense superficie soit arrosée en un quart d’heure environ, ce qu’un groupe d’hommes ne
savait exécuter en plus d’une heure»®".
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37 Taha Hussein, Le Livre des jours, traduit de 1'arabe par Jean Lecerf et Gaston Wiet; Préface d'André Gide ([Paris]:
Gallimard, 1947).
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Translation’s Influence on the Evolution of the Arabic Language

Ali Najeeb Ibrahim

This paper is premised on the notion that contact between the Arab “self” and the “other” occurs
in tandem with the evolution of the Arabic language. The author argues that a consciousness of
the self requires the emergence from the confines of self-identity and the embrace of an open
identity. Such an identity enables self-consciousness and self-renewal through the knowledge,
understanding, and interaction with “otherness”. Language is the mirror that reveals human
existence and creates the understanding of existence. The evolution of language is thus a reflection
of the evolution of the subject through the interaction with the other and the transmission of the
other’s knowledge and technology. This has been the experience of the Arabic language since
the mid-19th century and continues to be so to date. Translation contributed to the modernization
of the Arabic language and made it part of contemporary cultural dialogue. The influence of
translation is, therefore, not limited to the level of transmitted words, but includes the development
of new conceptual and terminological systems and the creation of new synthetic forms.

Within this context, Ibrahim elucidates the state of the Arabic language during its first interac-
tions with major European languages. The paper addresses the fascination with the other, as
evidenced in Abdel Rahman al-Jabarti’s chronicle of the history of Egypt, Historical and Bio-
graphical Marvels; the imitation of the other as evident in al-Tahtawi’s account of Paris, The
Extraction of Gold from a Distillation in Paris; and the beginning of the restructuring of identity
through the renewal of Arab cultural heritage as can be seen in the project for a second enlighten-
ment founded by Taha Hussein, the offshoots of which remain today. An analysis of these texts
demonstrates how the foundations and standards of translation approach theoretical stability,



