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Abstract
The Morphology and Semantics of Tense in Arabic and English: A
Contrastive Study

This study explores tenses at the morphological and semantic levels in
both Arabic and English. It aims at showing the similarities and differences
between the two languages in terms of the forms that refer to the different
times: past, present, and future. The study also gives details of the markers
that add time reference to these forms. Moreover, it shows how Arabic can
express time by using different forms that include not only verbs, but also
nouns and letters, thereby, contesting the claims that accuse Arabic of being
poor in this area.
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He does not drink wine. He doesn't drink wine.

They are not crying. They're not crying. They aren't crying.
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:000 « OO0 00 fmed

Peter arrived at our house last night.
I went to the library yesterday.
I bought a bag two days ago.

(000 000 DOo 0o Dot 0ood 0ioiboiol 0o foon boodr booon fot toonoc .2

:000 (04T O

As I was running to the station I met my friend.
While the man was looking at the picture, the thief stole his watch.
I was playing tennis all this afternoon. What were you doing?

'Did you hear about Henry's new job?":[U0II 00 IT0OC 07 O0M 00O

a) Yes, my wife was telling me about it this morning.
b)Yes, my wife told me about it this morning.

000 000 OO 000d0 bof Oooo 0ol 0o 0odl 0odrd Co otodo DOoor dod
00U 00 000 Do 0oooo 0o 0ot 0o Qoo D000 foo-.0iodr Oroioon o fJoon
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Mary had learned English before she came to England.
When we got to the field, the football match had already started.
I didn't go to the cinema because I had already seen the film.

:000 001000 000 Oo oo 4o o 4oo oo 0o .4

If I had known that you wanted the book, I would have sent it to you.
If he had worked hard, he would have passed the examination.

I 0 1 W Y
010000 Dmnod 0o 0og 0o bodl toodo o7 oo 0d 0o 0ooo

00000 00 00 D000 0iiom oo 0o 0000 0o cooe.O
He wishes now that he had taken your advice.
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We had expected you to stay at least a week.
:00010 000 0000 Do OO0ond COI000 0Oinno 000 0000 On 00w 010000

a) When he arrived, I made tea.
b)When he arrived, I was making tea.
¢) When he arrived, I had made tea.

00007 0o .0io0d 0 OioT 0000 4o 0o Codo oodr do dodm booor pod
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When I got to the meeting the lecturer had already been speaking for half an
hour.
The telephone had been ringing for three minutes before it was answered.

:000 (0700 Dodjoon 0i0 ioor didml doidor 0od botoe .5

'Bassanio wants to go to Belmont to woo Portia. He asks his friend Antonio,
the merchant of Venice, to lend him money. Antonio says that he hasn't any
at the moment until his ships come to port; but Shylock offers to lend him
3,000 ducats. '

DUl 0010 DOIDDT OO0 00000 OO0 oondo 0moo oi00oo 0o Ooo; oo -0oooo
100007 00 0o
B 0 0 A Y

:000 00007 Do oo O fioo O oo boor 0o

I have lost my pen; I am unable to do my exercises.
He has unlocked the door; there is nothing to prevent you from going out.
This watch was working all right a moment ago but now it has stopped.
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((Eckersley and Eckersley, 1997 UIUI0OI0T 0007 OO 000N 0000 OO0 0007 D000

:0I0 D000 Ofoon 0oroor bod bodior a
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I come to the class every day.

She speaks French.

He always sleeps with his windows open.
He does not smoke.

00 0o .o

The earth moves round the sun.
We come from Palestine.

00 OO0 O O 000007 00 O 00000 0ooiom 000D 0o 0 000 00 Oooo oicooicr .o
0101 00 (non-action or stative verbs)I0O0 00 0000 O OO0 00000 0OICI0T
believe, think, guess, )IIIO0I 010000 [(see, hear, feel, taste, smell) 1100

have, own, )II00I OIO0(suppose, wonder, understand, know, mean

;07 D00 00 (00 D(belong, contain, possess

Betty loves swimming, but hates diving.
John knows your brother.
Henry understands Spanish.
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I remember what you told me.
000 oo 00i00w Concor foc ooonco .2
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The sun is shining, the bees are humming, the birds are singing, the fruit is
ripening. Summer is here. What are you doing? I am resting in a deck-chair.

(000D 0O0O0 0000 TJNo) Oniom jom 00 Ooon 0o ool .o

Parent (to Schoolmaster): 'Is my son working hard this term?'
Schoolmaster: 'Oh, yes, he's trying his best now. '

:000 (00107 00 000 0ood fioidonot Og oon 0or DOoitoo boit 0oooto.3

I have taught this class for ten years (and am still teaching it).
I have not visited him for ten years.

N O M

I have been teaching this class for two years (and am still teaching it).

He has been learning English for six months.

The boys have been watching television since seven o'clock. (... and are
still watching now and will probably go on watching for some time).

:0000 OO 0007 Doom 0O bt oood1.s

:000 0100007 0ot too o071 Ood idoor bodr oo .

If Henry worked, he would pass the examination.
If I had a lot of money, I would buy a villa.

:000 07000 or Oooor too oo-.o

I wish I had a garden like yours.
Fred wishes he spoke French as well as you do.
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(Declerck, 2006) UI0IHI0T OO0 OO 000t00T 000 010 00T 0000
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:000 00mooU oo boo g

If you go (NOT: 'will go') to London, you will see Big Ben.
When you see (NOT: 'will see') Jack tomorrow, remember me to him.

(0000 OO 000 4od O0dio 0ojoodo doodo DY 0jooom Or ooog 0dm 0o trem? 0oor o .d@

:000 DOoono oo

He sets sail tomorrow for New York, and comes back next month.
The train arrives at six.
We attack at dawn.

:000 00000oo0T o Cro o oo Do 0o Do bioor binoom bot O0oto .2

I shall be twenty-one on Thursday.

If we take the 11 o'clock train we shall be in Oxford at 12-30.
I think it will rain tomorrow.

You'll get wet if you go out without an umbrella.

It looks as if Henry won't be in time for his train.

Q00! [0 [0 00 .(pure future) [0 OICOOT 00O 00007 DOO0 O 010000
:0I00 000d0 O 1070 0oT ... OI000 [o01o Diodion 0o 0040 0n droodn
shall 0000001

:000 [00O00T 004 0O (determination or resolution) UIT UX0 00T 000 .-

‘We shall defend our island, whatever the cost may be. We, all fight on
the beaches, we shall fight on the landing-grounds, we shall fight in the
fields and in the streets, we all fight in the hills; we shall never
surrender.” (From a speech by Winston Churchill, June 1940, cited in
Eckersley and Eckersley, 1997).

07 OOIUOT 000 OO (determination) OO [T (threat) COOOCC OF (promise) JOOT.O
:000 [Omon

If you work hard, you shall have a holiday on Saturday. (Promise)
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You shall have the money as soon as I get it. (Promise)

If you children won't do as I tell you, you shan't go to the party.
(Threat)

He shall suffer for this; he shall pay you what he owes you. (Threat and
Determination)

These people want to buy my house, but they shan't have it.
(Determination)

The enemy shall not pass. (Determination)

0000 000 07 0i0 0ibdiin 0O Dol Omoio doioon bied oo shall 000100 -000080

:000 000t oo oo

'He shall pay you what he owes you,' meaning, 'l (the speaker) will
make him do it.'

:000 000 101000 0oor 00 Cmoon 0o o0y Dol o onoon 4o 0000w fioioo oomoar g

'"They shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into
pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more... for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.' (From the Bible,
cited in Eckersley and Eckersley, 1997)

will DO000O!
I(determination) IO Oi(promise)l00T D(willingness)0 OO0 D000 T0000OT 1

;000 DOJ000T Oood OO (0000 000l ontioo? _od

All right; I will pay you at the rate you ask. (Willingness)

I won't forget little Margaret's birthday. I will send her a present.
(Promise)

I will make this radio work even if I have to stay up all night.
(Determination)

'Will you take this woman to be your lawful wedded wife?'

'T will." (Willingness. Promise)

000 D(assumption) [IIO0OI U7 (possibility) DI0007 .0

That man with the umbrella will be the Prime Minister.
(Eckersley and Eckersley, 1997: 166-167) going to 00000

;000 O(intention) 0T .[
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I am going to write to Margaret this evening.

Mr. Brown says he is going to buy a new car next year.
When are they going to pay you the money they owe you?
I know what you are going to say.

:000 I(strong probability) [ OO0 OOI0T OUOT 001000 .00

I think it is going to rain (i.e. I think it is very probable that it will
rain).

I am afraid that the repairs to our house are going to cost a lot of
money.

:000 U(speaker's certainty) (U U0I OO0 OO0 DIO0OT COC .00
Look out! That milk is going to boil over.
My wife's going to have a baby.
He's going to regret the day he ever wrote that letter.
000 00 U(pure future) 1100 OIO0N OO 0W0IT going to UODIOI O :000OC

:00000 000D D00 DOor O 007 [ 000 foor O oo 0 jooo:

*I am going to be 15 years old in May.
*Today is the 19™ of October; tomorrow is going to be the 20th.

00 [0 Ot 0Ood 0o fiodo Odioon 0iroom oot Ooodn .3

:000 (0O0ooon 0o o Ofo doo oo

What will you be doing this time tomorrow?

This time tomorrow 1 shall be flying to Spain.

My friend will be waiting for me at Madrid airport. I hope the
plane will arrive on time. If it is late he will be wondering what has
happened.

:000 DI000 foon Qoo oo™ Oooto - .4

:000 000 Qoo Dot 07 0iod Qoo Lo 0o oo 0o too - .2

It is now 6-30 p.m.; | shall have finished my work by 8 o'clock.
The taxi will have arrived by the time you finish dressing.
In another year or so, you will have forgotten all about him.

:000 0000iooT 0o U Ooo dod 0000 orodr 0o boe .o

When I leave the school next week, I shall have taught this £lass
for ten years.
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On December 18", we shall have been married for 25 years.
:000 0000000 On 400 000 dom .o

You will have heard, I expect, that Elizabeth is going to be arrived.
It's five o'clock; they will have arrived home by now.

000 0000 0i0ioood! 0io 000oT DOoodon o fomoor oot Cooooo .5
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On April 2nd, 1960, we shall have been living in this house exactly
thirty years.

In another month's time; Henry will have been working in the
Weavewell Woolen Company's office for five years.

:000 007 D00 Doiioor Og oon boodor LoD ot 0dod .6

John is coming here next week and is staying here until August.
What are you doing next Saturday?
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