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ABSTRACT

This paper is concerned with the legitimacy of discourse
analysis. We intend to show here that discourse analysis rest on a
highly debatable hypothesis and that the notion of coherence, which
is closely associated with discourse analysis, is, at best, a pre-
scientific notion. We will try to show that a reductionist approach
to discourse would be both more scientifically sound and more
efficient. We will, finally, outline an alternative view of discourse
and coherence.

natural categories, utterances, relevance, local intentionality,
global intentionality, communicative intention, informative
intention.

Keywords: Discourse analysis, coherence, reductionism, contextualism,
scientifically relevant.
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