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tise that the author has obtnined material from his
previous work on the subject, entitied (Flharibw’'i-Hadis.
Fortunately the State Iibrary possessed a very oid, bui
incomplete, copy ©f the same, which I consulied to
identify some words. On reference to this M8., I came
across the worde of the same kind a8 collected in the
trentise, which had escaped the notice of the learned
asuthor. These I have coliected and added at the end
of the treadise. 1 bope fthat these alao will be found
useful to Arabic scholars.

As I heve already dealt with the lifs of the author
and hiz work in my Arabic preface to thie edition, I
would only add here that Dr. Broockelmann's Geseliiclite
der arabischen Litteratur, Vol. I, pp. 106-107, and its
Sapplement, Vol. I, pp. 166-167 may also be read in
this connection.

Finsily, I thank Mubammad As'nd Darrfdah, for-
marly Librarian of the Khedivini Library, Cairo, for his
kindnesa in supplying me with the copy, and I con-
gratulate Messrs, Sharafuddin & Sons for baving printed
the text so nicely from movable type, and contributed
to refine the taste of the Indian public which is still
enamoured of the old Lithographic printing.

A 1. *Ansaf,
Tiabrarian.



PREFACE

I have no doubt thiat the publication of the small
lexicographical trentise of Abd ‘Ubaid Al-Qisim b. Saliim
Al-Barawl Al-Baghdiidi (d. A.H. 224 A.D. 838), contain~
ing 149 eguivocnl words, and known ss Ritabuw'l-djnds
snin Kalam?'l-*Arab, will be highiy appreciated by
scholars interested in Arabic liternture. The value of
the work, ascribed to one of the early philologists of the
Awmbic langunge, is further enhanced by the fact that
it gives new explanations of severai words which were
unfortivaataly left ont even in such comprehensive works
as Lrisan' - Arab and Tajlt ras

The treatise first attrocted iny attention in 19989,
wiian [ woas most graciously permitted by the sutborities
to study in tho State Library of Rampur. During the
intorvals of my work I used to copy the MSB. with a
viow to prepare n critical edition of the text with the
holp of other lexicographical works available in the
iibrary. I soon realised that it wae o guite recent tyan-
seripsion by a enreless scribe, and, ss such, full of mis-
londing mistakes, to rectify whieh it beenane necessary
to collnse other M8H. On cowing to know that a MB.
oxisted in the Khedivial Iibrary of Cairo, 1 requested
Mubwmmad As'ed Barrddeh, the Librarian of the Khe-
divinl Library, to kindly send me s photostat copy. He
conplied with mwy request and sappiied e with one,
whiich proved older snd more relinble than the Rarapur
MN. Frow these two MSS. [ prepared this edition, for
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