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Theories of the
Theatre: A Historical and Critical Survey from the

Greeks to the Present
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Theatre

Theory

Performance

Spectacle

Happenings
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The Clouds
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Orestes
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Pity and Fear

Milton Minturno
Thomas Twing
Jacob Bernays

T.L Lucas
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Nicomachean Ethics
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) Leon Golden
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Gerald Else, Aristotles's Poetics: The Argument
(Cambridge: Mass., 1957), 322.

Aristotle, Petics, trans. Leon Golden, commentary
by O.B. Hardison (Englewood Cliffs, J.J., 1968),
17.

Ibid., 11.

Else, Argument, 439.

Leon Golden, "Catharsis, "Transactions and
proceedings of the American philological
Association 93 (1962d): 57.

Aristotle, poetics, 22.

Ibid., 25.

Ibid., 200, Hardison's commentary.

Ibid., 47.

JH.W. Atkins, Literary Critcism in Antiquity -

(Cambridge: 1934), 1:159.
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Diomedes
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Tertullian

De spectaculis
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Boethius
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Quoted in Lane Cooper, An Aristotelian Theory -
of Comedy (New York, 1922), 224.
Cicero, Oratory and Orators 2.62, J.S. Watson -
(London, 1855), 295.
JJH.W. Atkins, Literary Criticism in Antiquity -
(Cambridge: 1934), 2:138.
Quintilian, Institute of Oratory, 10. 168-69, -
trans. J.S. Watson (London, 1871), 2:261.
Plutarch, Morals, ed. W.W. Goodwin (Boston, -
1878), 3:11-14.
Quintilian, Institute, trans. Watson, 1:29. -
Evanthius De fabula, trans. O.B. Hardison, Jr., -
in Classical and Medieval Literary (New York,
1974), 305.
Quoted n Cooper Aristotelian Theory, 86.
Ibid., 83. -
Plotinus, Enneads 1.6, "Beauty," trans. Stephen -
MaKenna (London, 1969),63.
Proclus, Commentaire sur la Républiaue, trans. -
A.J. Festugiére, 3 vols. (paris, 1970, 1:68-69.
Terullian,  "Spectacles", trans.  Rudolph-
Arbesmann, in Disciplinary, Moral, and
Ascetical Works (New York, 1959), 83.
St. John Chyrysostom, Oeuvres, trans. L'abbé J. -
Bareille, 21 vols. (paris, 1864-76), 10:488.
Augustine, Confessions, trans. E.B Pusey (New -
York, 1950), 3.2-4.
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Boethius, The Consolation of Philosophy, trans. -
H.F. Stewart (London, 1918), 181.
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Ars
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Poetria nova ( ) Vendome
Jeoffrey of Vensauf
Ars poetica ( )
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Hermannus Alemannus
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William of Moerbeke
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Inferno

Paradiso

Purgatorio

( ) Epistle to can Grande della Scala

Johannes Januensis de Balbis

The Catholican
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5.
6-

10-
11-

12-

Quoted in Lane Cooper, Introduction, in An
Aristotelian Theory of Comedy (New York, 1922),
86.

Scholia, 1. 190, quoted by O.B. Hardison, in
Classical and Medival Literary Criticism, ed. A.
preminger et al. (New York, 1974), 288.

"The Middle Commentary of Averroés of Cordova
on the poetics of Aristotle, "trans. O.B. Hardison, in
ibid., 351.

Ibid., 361-62.

Ibid., 360.

See Wihelm Cloétta, Beitrage zur
litteraturgeschichte des Mittelaters under der
Renaissance, 2 vols. (Hall, 1890-92), 1:28.

A Translation of Latin Works of Dante Alighieri,
trans. Anon. (New York, 1904), 349.

Gloss to bk. 2.2, line 50, Geoffrey Chaucer, Works,
ed. Walter skeat, 6 vols. (Oxford, 1894), 2:28.

Don Ingo Lopez dee Mendoza, Obras (Madird,
1852), 94.

Horstsvitha, Opera (Lepizig, 1906), 113.
Patrologiae cursus completes: Patrologia Latina
(paris, 1844-64), 172, 570, trans. David Bevington,
in Medival Drama (Boston, 1975), 9.

Ludus Coventria, ed. K.S. Block, Early English
Text Society, e.s. 120 (1922), 269.
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Pietro Pomponazzi
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! ! ( ) Trissino

( ) Daniello

Francesco Filippi Pedemonte

) Francesco Robortello
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Bertolomeo

Vincenzo Maggi
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Lombardi

ool Sl



()

ool Sl



Decorum

ool Sl



(

Giambattista
( - ) Cinthio Giraldi
Discorso intorno al

comporre delle comedie e delle tragedie

Maggi
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Relativistic Criticism
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( ) Du poeta
( ) Antonio Minturno
Arte

poetica

Du poeta

. Arte Poetica
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The poetice
Julius Caesar (
( - ) Scaliger

Trissino La Poetica
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Unites Scaligeriennes

Giangiorgio Trissino
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eroici furori
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Sidonia Canace

( ) Romanesca
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Batista Guarini
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- ) Giazone Denores

Discorso
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( ) I verrato

Compendio della poesia tragicomica
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4-
5-

14-

Bernard Weinberg, A History of Literary
Criticism in the Italian Renaissance, 2 vols.
(Chicago, 1961), 1:388.

Francesco Robortello, Librum Aristotelis de arte
poetica explications, 2 quoted and trans. In
ibid., 389.

Ibid., 393.

Ibid., 392.

Bartolomeo Lombardi and Vincenzo Maggi,
Aristotelis  librum de poerica commues
explanations, quoted qnd trans. In Weimberg,
History, 1:412.

Ibid., 415.

G.B. Giraldi Cinthio, Orbecche tragedia
(Vinegria, 1543), 2.

Giraldi, Scritti critici (Milan, 1973), 184.

Ibid., 183.

Ibid., 178.

Antonfrancesco Grazzini, Commedie (Florence,
1859), 5.

Ibid., 173.

Antonio Minturno, De poeta, 179, quoted and
trans. In Weinberg, "The poetic Theories of
Minturno, "in Studies in Honor of Dean Shiply,
Washington University studies, N>S.

Minturno, De poeta, 76, trans. Allan Gilbert, in
Literary Criticism: Plato Dryden (Detroit,
1962), 289.
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22-
23-
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25-
26-
27-
28-

29-
30-

31-

32-

33-

Ibid., 290.

Julius Caesar Scaliger, Poetics, 1.5 12, trans.
Weimberg in "Scaliger versus Arstotle,
"Modern Philology 39 (1942): 338, 345.
Appendix, bk. 7, in ibid., 339-40.

3.25 .113, in ibid., 349.

Trissino, La quinta a la sesta divisione (Venice,
1563), 5v.

Lodovice Castelvetro, poetica d'Aristotele
vulgarizzata e sposta (Basel, 1576), 29.

Ibid., 297.

Ibid., 57, 209

Ibid., 535.

Ibid., 109.

Ibid., 504

Ibid., 299.

Quoted in Weinberg, History, 2:930.

Alessandro Piccolomini, Annotationi nel libro
della poetica d'Aristotele (Venice, 1575), 24,
Ibid., 97.

Dedicatory letter to Sidonia, Dec. 25, quoted in
Weinberg History, 2:936.

Giorando Bruno, De gli eroici furori, trans. Paul
Eugene Memmo, University of Nrth Carolina
Studies in the Romance Languages and
Literatures, 50 (Chael Hill, 1964). 83.
Giovanmaria Cecchi, Romanesca (Florence,
1847), 2.

Giasone Denores, Discoro intorno a que
principii, cause, et accrescimenti (pauda, 1587),
40v.
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35-
36-

Battista Guarini, II Pastor fido, in Scrittori
d'Italia, 61 (Bari, 1914), 225-26.

Ibid., 233-35.

Ibid., 524.
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El Peregrino en su Patria
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Arte Nuevo de hacer

( ) comeedias en este tiempo
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Cid
Jornada ( ) comedias y ocho entrmeses

segunda, El ruffian dichoso

) / /

ool Sl



(

()

) El pasajero

Spongia
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C )
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( ) El meior principe Triano Augusto

Cigarrales de Toledo ( -

Decameron Cigarrales
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10-
11-

Francois Bertaut, Journal du Voyage d'Esagne
(aris 1669), 171.

In his introductory material to Spanish
Renaissance Theory, Barrett Clark (European
Theories of the Drama (Ney York, 1965), 58)
mentions several essays on this period "touching
on the drama," but in fact, except for the most
general observations on poetic style, none of them
contains any such material. Encino's Arte de la
poesi Castellana, despite the author's achievement
as a dramatist, never mentions the theatre, and the
fact Clark calls Villen's Arte cisoria (acookbook)
simply a later itle for the totally different Arte de
trobar (a poetry manual) indicates that his
observations on the theory of this period should
be read with caution.

Quoted in H.J. Chaytor, Dramatic Theory in
Spain (Cambridge, 1925), 3.

Lopez pinciano, philosophia Antigua poética, 3
vols. (Madrid, 1953), 1:240.

Ibid., 2:327.

Ibid., 1:241.

Ibid., 176.

Ibid., 2:360.

Ibid., 3:82-83.

Ibid., 264.

Ibid., 281, 283.
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19-

20-
21-
22-

23-

For a detailed listing, see Emilio Cotarelo Mori,
Bibliografia de las controversia sobre la licitud
del teatro en Espana (Madrid, 1904), a collection
of 213 texts from 1468 to 1868.

Miguel de Cervantes, Don Auixote, Trans. John
Ormsby (New York, 1926), 438-40.

Lope de Vega, El peregrine en su patria (Chapel
Hill, 1971), 119.

Lope de Vega, Arte muevo de hacer comedias en
este tiempo (Madrid, 1906), 17.

Ibid., 20-21.

See j. de Entrambasagus, "Una Guerra literaria
del Siglo de Oro. Lope de Vega y los preceptistas
aristotélicos," in Estudios sobre Lope de Vega,
vols. 1,2 (Madrid, 1945-47).

Miguel de Cervantes

Francisco Cascales, Tablas poéticas (Madrid,
1975), 185.

Ibid., 201-202.

Ibid., 202.

Tiro de Molina, Cigarrales de Toledo, ed. V.S.
Armesto (Madrid, n.d.), 125.

Gonzalez de Salas, Nueva idea de la trageida
Antigua Madrid, 1633), 210.

Ibid., 17.
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- ) . la Langue Francoise
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La deffence
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louis Meigret
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Brief

discours Pour I'intelligence de ce theatre

La mort de Cesar ( - )
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10-

11-
12-

13-
14-

15-
16-

Regnaud Le Quex, Instrructif de la seconde
rhétoriaue, quoted (in French) in W.F. Patterson,
Three Centuries of French poetic Theory, 2 vols.
(Ann Arbor, 1935), 1;153-57.

Tragédie de Sophocles intitulée Electra, trans.
Lazare de Baif (paris, 1537), 1.

La togédie d'Euripide nommée Hecuba, trans.
Guillaume Boucheted (Paris, 1544), ij.

Premiére comédie de Trence intitulée andrie,
trans. Charles Estienne (paris, 1542). Iii.

Ibid., iiii.

Estienne Les abusez (Paris, 1548), ij.

Ibid., iiij.

Thomas sébillet, L'art poétiaue francoys, 1555
edition (Geneva, 1972) 60-64.

Guillaume des Autelz, Réplique aux Furieuses
defense de Louis Meigret, quoted (in French) in
Patterson, Three Centuries, 1:362.

Francesco Patrizi, De institutione reipublicae
(paris, 1534). 27.

Jacques Peletier, L'art Poétique (Lyons, 1555), 70.
Jacques Grévin, Le théatre de Jacques Grévin
(paris, 1562), iij.

Ibid., iijj.

Jean de la Trille, De l'art de la tragédie (paris,
1574), ij.

Ibid., iij.

De la Traille, Les corrivaux (paris, 1574), iij.
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18-

19-

21-
22-

Jean de Beaubreuil, Regulus (Limoges, 1582), i
Pierre de Ronsard, "preface sur la Franciade,
"Oeuvres, texte de 1587, 8 vol. (Chicago, 1966-
69) 4:14.

Pierre de Laudun d'Agaliers, L'art poétique
FranCais (Geneva, 1969, 159-61.

Jean Vauquelin de la Fresnaye, L'art poétique
(paris, 1885), 134.

Ibid., 78.

Ibid., 135.
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Treatise

wherein  Dicing, Duucing, Vaine plaies or
Enterludes.... Are reproved by the authoritie of the
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Players confuted in ( ) of Abuse

( ) Fiue Actions
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A Mirror of Monsters
Th'Overthrow of Stage
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Discourse of English Poetrie
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"( ) Volpone
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) Sejanus
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The Faithful Shepherdess
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Bussy d'Ambois
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3-
4-

10-
11-

12-

Thomas More, Utopia, trans. Ralph Robinson,
text modernized by Campbell )new York,
1947), 61.

Thomas Eliot, The Book Named the Governor,
ed. And modernized by S. E. Lehmberg (New
York, 1962), 47 — 48.

Ibid., 33.

Nicholas Grimald, Epistola nuncupatoria to
Christus Redivivus, trans. L. R. Merrill in The
Life and Poems of Nicholas Grimald, Yale
Studies in English, 69 (New Haven, 1925), 109.
William Bavande, A work of loannes Ferraius
Montanus touchynge the good — orderynge of a
commonweele.... (London, 1559), 81.

Ibid., 103.

Alexander Nevyle, The Tenne Tragedies of
Seneca (Manchester, 1887), 162.

Arthur Brooke, "To the Reader", in Romeus and
Juliet (London, 1908), Ixv.

Roger Ascham, The Whole Works, 2 vols.
(London, 1864), 2 : 213.

Ibid., 228.

Giovanni Casca, Galateo, trans. Robert Peterson
(London, 1576), 31.

John Northbrooke, Treatise..... (London, 1577),
104.
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13- George Whestone, Dedication to Promos and
Cassandra, in G. G. Smith, ed. Elizabethan
Critical Essays, 2 vol. (London, 1904), 1 : 59.

14- Stephen Gosson, the Dramatic Criticism, ed. A.
F. Kinney (Slazburg, 1974), 82.

15-1bid., 89.

16- Thomas Lodge, A Reply to Stephen Gosso's
School of Abuse (London, 1879), 41.

17- Gosson, Criticism, 151.

18-1Ibid., 161, 169.

19-Ibid., 181.

20- Andrew Clark, Register of the University of
Oxford (Oxford, 1887), vol. 2, pt. 1, p. 171.

21- Sir Philip Sidney, The Defense of Poesy, ed. A.
S. Cook (Boston, 1890), 9.

22-1bid., 28.

23-1Ibid., 36.

24-1bid., 48.

25-1bid., 47.

26- Ibid., 50.

27-1bid., 51 — 52.

28-John Lyly, Prologue to Sapho and Phao (1584),
in Complete Works, 3 vols. (Oxford, 1902), 2:
371.

29- Lyly, Prologue to Endimion, in ibid, 3 : 20.

30-A Warning for Fair Women, ed. Charles
Cannon (The Hague, 1975), 98.

31-Ben Jonson, ed. C. H. Herford and Percy
Simpson, 11 vol. (Oxford, 1925 — 52), 3: 303.

32-1bid., 432.

33-1bid., 5: 20.
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34-1bid., 24.

35-1bid., 2: 436 — 37.

36-1bid., 5 : 20.

37-1bid., 4 : 350.

38- John Webster, Complete Works, ed. F. L. Lucas
(New York, 1966), 1: 107.

39- George Chapman, The Plays and Poems ed. T.
M. Parrott, 2 vols. (New York, 1961), 1: 77.

40- John Fletcher, The Faithful Shepherdess, in the
Dramatic Works in the Beaumont and Fletcher
Cannon, ed. Fredson Bowers, 5 vols.
(Cambridge, 1966 — 76), 3: 497.

41-Francis Bacon, The Advancement of Learning,
ed. Joseph Devey (New York, 1905), 116.

42- Jonson, 8: 576.

43-Daniel Heinsius, De tragoediae constitutione
(Amsterdam, 1643), 18. Ibid., 76 — 77.

44-1bid., 67 - 77.

45- Jonson, 8: 643.

46- Gerardus Voissus, Poeticarum institutionum, 2
vols. (Amsterdam, 1701), 2: 11.

47-1bid., 2: 13.
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