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The Language of the Banu Asad

Wafaa Fahmy Al-Sendiyony
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic,
College of Arts, King Saud University, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This study attempts to delineate the linguistic features of the Arab tribe Asad. It has emanated
from an extensive and elaborate study of the anthology of the poetry of Asad ranging from the Jahiliya to
the end of the first century A.H. which indicated linguistic characteristics distinctive to the tribe.

The method of research depended on the literature on the poetry of Asad written by ancient scholars
and on observation and analysis of language usage as it exists in the tribe’s poetry.

The study aims at elucidating the following points:

The linguistic characteristics of the tribe.

The structure of words.

The semantics of words.

Effects on grammar and grammatical issues.

Congruence of the language of Asad with some versions of Qur'anic recitation and design of the Holy

Book.

Examining some of Asad’s extraordinary metres and surveying related critical analysis.

The research led to a numbei of conclusions the most important of which is the classification of Asad’s
language with that of the Arabs of the North in spite of some usages that relate it to the Arabs of the Hijaz.
We also pointed to the interest that linguists have had in Asad and explained it by identifying that two of
the most distinguished Arab grammarians, al-Fara® and al-Kisa'i belonged to Asad. Furthermore. we

identified that Asad’s linguistic inclinations pertained to the Kifa school. The artistic value of the poetry
of the tribe was also disscussed.



