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expressed throughout his two symbolic short stories of *Salimin
and Absil’ and the °Story of the Birds’. It is important to point out
that the °Aymiyyah shows how much Avicenna was inwardly
influenced by Plato’s views on the human soul. Like Plato he
considered the soul of man as having luminous existence of its
own, independent of man’s body. Such a view could never occur
to Aristotle or to any Aristotelian scholar. These Platonic ten-
dencies are clear in the last of Avicenna’s philosophical book
entitled ¢ Al-Isharit wa-al-Tanbihat ’,

o



two concepts. Like Aristotle, Avicenna was not able to find a
place for ‘Logic’ in his division of sciences. It is in fact not a
substantive science, but a part of general culture which everyone
shoud undergo before he studies any science. Howewer, ‘Logic’
entered into Avicenna’s classification of sciences in accordance .
with his own private attitude in philosophy.

In his Psychology, Avicenna held the Aristotelian views.

He considers Psychology as a branch of Physics because Psycho-
logy studies both the soul and the body as one unified thing,
substantially brought together as form and matter are. Soul and
body form a union in which they both are mere aspects distin-
guishable only by the philosophic ego. Like Aristotle, Avicenna
stands halfway through between the materialistic school of philo-
sophy, best represented in modern times by William James, who
refers all emotions to the body, and the dialecticians, well presen-
ted in earlier ages by Plato, who referred all man’s emotions to

the soul.

Avicenna, again, agrees with Aristotle on his views about
the vegetative and the animal souls and their respective faculties,
but he differs on the very important question of the ‘origin of
life’. Aristotle believed that life originated in moisture, mud and
decay ; a common belief thought to be proved by mere observa-
tion until Pasteur proved it false in more recent ages. Avicenna
believed that God is the Originator of life.

Avicenna’s originality is abundantly clear in his views and
arguments concerning the soul of man — new arguments never
before recorded by any Greek or Muslim philosopher, and which
had a tremendous impact on the views of philosophers after
him, even those of modern times.

At last we come to the Poem on the Soul. Our analysis
proves i s authenticity beyond any shadow of doubt. It agrees
in content always, and in language sometimes, with the views

4



FOREWORD

This research comprises a study of Avicenna’s Psychology,
a commentary on his famous Poem on the Soul (Al-Qasidah al-*Ayniyyah),
and a critical account of his life and works.

Avicenna lived a rich and varied life, He showed deep
interest in s0 many different and sometimes seemingly contra-
dicting aspects of life. To begin with, he was a serious philo-
sopher who wrote major books on philosophy and science. He was
also a man of his world, occupied prominent positions in the
world of politics and public affairs. He was a deeply religious
man. Nevertheless he did not neglect the merry side of man’s
lift on carth. He drank wine and felt weak in front of the
attractions of the fair sex. Yet he was a prolific author, and
he has left us more than 250 books somce of which are of an
encyclopacdic nature.

His philosophical output can be divided into two kinds.:
one meant by the author to convey io students of philosophy
the tencets of Aristotclian theory common to all scholastic lear-
ners at that time, while the other was only mcant for the élite,
so much so that he advised to keep it secrct, away from thec
rcach of the common scholars. In his books for the élite, Avicenna
driftcd away from his usual Aristotelian ways and exposed his
own private attitude in philosophy, somctimes called ¢ AL-
HIKMA AL-MASHRIQIYYAH.

In his division of scicnces, for example, we have come to
observe and record some of the subtle differences between his

3
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