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6. It proves then that the value of the manuscript is not directly related
to the age. The order of their usefulness may be established as follows:
First M, second L, third E, fourth T, fifth H, sixth R, seventh S.

Emile MAALOUF



additions and explanations', given in E make it clear that its scribe did
not rely exclusively on H.

From this summary the following conclusions may be drawn:
1. There is no recorded manuscript of al-Lamahat written either by the
author or by a scribe contemporary with him.
2. The oldest extant manuscript, that of the commentary R, although
it must have been copied from an archetype written in Suhrawardi’s
lifetime, does not give a good text.
3. The second oldest manuscript, H, appears to have served as an arche-
type for T and S, as well as a contributory source for both E and L and
possibly even for M.

4. The following diagram illustrates the source or sources of each manus-
cript, where reasonably certain:

a) ? R e) H
b) ? —— H ?
) H —— M)
¢ H  — ? M
H

s
d) H — T g)
>E
?

s. The following diagram illustrates the total number of errors and
variants in each manuscript:

The symbol The peculiar[The highest number

of the errors and | of common errors Total
manuscript variants and variants

I M 281 + 129 =410
11 L 253 + 297 =550
111 E 216 + 401 =617
v T 77 + 642 =719
v H 34 + 699 =733
V1 R 667 + 238 =90§
VII S 255 + 699 =954

1. Some examples of additions peculiar to E are as follows: p. 58 1. 12 after the word ff the manuscript
reads Gl p 3 S L Gp e o T ) ielt o —in p.64 1. § after the expression ole % L § I there
follows the explanation g o A Jta + Judl S0 § 3 il ol Sl DLW 2680 3 20 J) Lo} Jis
Sy PR LN s O g OV a3 VG )l Al et b gl DY e 530 e N
in p. 66 1. 7 after the sentence -l gnd S, Jappears the explanation i Lt i in p.66 1. 15 after the

wordi—,urlpvﬂnthcwordo\_i‘l\f;inp. 149 1. 11 after the word [ ,a.; appears in the margin the
word. 4}
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— As regards T, tentative suggestions by both Ritter and Corbin
have been mentioned to the effect that it is copied from M. Ritter writes:
“Abschrift 865 H. Vielleicht hat Rigib 1480 als Vorlage gedient”.' But
from a study of the manuscript, it is clear that T shares a large number
of errors and variants with H, and these prove to be almost identical
with those shared by S and H. This goes far to establishing a definite
dependence of S and T on H. T and M, however, share no more than
129 errors and variants, which would indicate clearly enough that T could
not have been copied from M as it stands.

— R, which is the oldest manuscript used in this edition, has
apparently no family relationship to the other six. Its archetype must go
back either to Suhrawardr’s lifetime or to a period shortly after his
death. In this manuscript, which contains both text and commentary,
the text is full of errors and variants peculiar to itself in contrast to the
commentary which is in general sound. It must be noted here that manus-
cript H, which is almost as old as R, has no affinity with it.

— L cannot be considered as having been copied from H with
which it has few similarities. However, it is noticeably closer to H than
to R, and therefore it could be claimed to have been influenced by H’s
archetype. However, it might be that the scribe of L, who is unknown,
followed what may have been the method of the scribe of M in collating
and comparing different manuscripts, among them being H. L has fewer
errors and common variants than any other manuscript except M. It is
therefore ranked second in value in the preparation of the present edition.

— As regards M, it is on the whole the most reliable manuscript. The
care taken in its copying is noted by its scribe Badr al-Nasawi, who says at
the end of Qissat al-Ghurba al-Gharbiya O ak pey BB G 72
This collation may imply that Badr used a number of manuscripts or
simply that he checked his complete text against that of the archetype.
The text of Qissat al-Ghurba al-Gharbiya is included in the large manus-
cript which contains al-Lamahdr and other works of Suhrawardi.

It can be shown by the diagram given that M has no affinity with
the older manuscripts R, H and L. If there is any relationship between
M and H it may be accidental or H may have been one of the copies
used by al-Nasawi, if in fact he made a collation.

— As for manuscript E, it seems, at first sight, to be copied from
H to judge from the number of its common errors and variants. But the

1. v. "Philologika IX", (1939), p. 80.
2. Opera..., 11, p. 94.
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Errors and variants in manuscript T.

183
642
248
129
366
S —— 553

It now remains to establish the relationship between the manuscripts.

— It is certain that the copies T (A.H. 865) and S (9thC A.H.)
were made from H (A.H. 672). Thus, S follows H almost exactly in the
arrangement of the chapters and in the common errors and variants
noted above. That it contains a larger number of errors than its archetype
is because the copyist was both careless and lacking in understanding
of what he was writing.'

m g o m R

1. i) He wrote many words imperfectly without apparently realizing the fact. For example: L& instead
of o\niin p. 122 1. 2, and WYt instead of st 3¥1in p. 1231. 2 and g} e OB Y J! Lol yht y instead
of lp! Yoy G sty inpazalo13.

i) He used words meaningless in their context. For example: ,las¥i, it Jat )3 % (h-ll s aey
instead of sy ol jak i3, fhlis oy inp.sgl3and W )| 45 o instead of
ANk = inp. 70l 1,and AV Ay pld! o ey instead of gt Ay (“-1' )
mp.gql 2
ii) He repeated prepositions or words which add nothing to the mesning*. For example: cansss Yy Y5
instead of Caea, ¥y 1% Yyin p. 123 1. 14,15, and Jb- ¥y Y, instead of YY)y inp. 1371 15.
iv)He commits a number of serious grammarical and spelling mistakes. For example: <l>Y! instead of
sLWin p. 591. 20,2nd w‘f-._vam eliy ;U8 instead of \...s(';!vo,m oAy U inp. 143117,
WS sl o JE 5 Dol SAb 2R, instead of 36 o o S 35 Golall b Hisin p. 68 1.
5:6.
¥) In addition there are a large number of lacunae which destroy the sense of the sentences in which
they are found. For example in p. 60 1. 4,53 37,23 ¢ 3 it ¥ sbns ) yti is g o J o b ailh O o
The scribe dropped the phrase after the word okas which is o x20 b J5 5 4 pid & 8,20 ¢ 5y o
as ) goai o B gay 5 Uty Therefore, he wrongly attributes the negative to the * particular
word” ¢ ;) Ld,

* .lxwuth:haﬁwauhnwnrdlmre_peucenﬁnprcpmiﬁnmorwordu for a definite purposc. He says
in al-Takothat p. 12 'S J\&_Yuq 425\134-"0‘;!_945,15’]_5&.5glg?.ugw'»&_'uﬁ\ld‘r

- d34¢ 12 Shahrazliri gives this comment on this sentence: $ly e i am s i O s 1 iy i
A St Y By 1 1 i sy e s ki 0 SV O
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Errors and variants in manuscript M.

— 104
98
— 100

— 129

“ 54 BT %

Errors and variants in manuscript E.

—— 220
— 256
100
—— 401

— 35§

4 vwmzCo®

Errors and variants in manuscript S.

_— 212

— 258

— 355
— 553

5 Wz Hom W
£



The full total of these shared errors and variants is shown in the
following diagrams:
Errors and variants in manuscript R.

H 238
L 212
M —— 4
R
E 220
S —— 212
T — 183
Errors and variants in manuscript H.
R 238
L 297
M — 10
H 4
E 401
S 699
Errors and variants in manuscript L.
R —— 212
H —— 297
M —  ¢8
L
E —— 2456
S — 248
T ——— 248
Xxiv



establishing the text which far exceeds that of any one of them
alone.

In the apparatus an approximation to Corbin’s method has
been adopted.’ Thus the sign + indicates that the words or
phrases following are found in some manuscripts but not accepted
in the edited text. Similarly, the sign — indicates those manus-
cripts which lack the reading adopted in the text.

Of the errors and variants revealed by a comparison of the
manuscripts, some are peculiar to one manuscript, but others
common to several, for example: (E Sdit: Su6 p. 74, 11 24,25)
indicates an error peculiar to manuscript E, and (M .+ : 5 , p. 140,
1. 24) a variant peculiar to M, whereas (THMRS 0 &0 2, P.129,
1. 25,26) indicates an error common to manuscripts THMRS,
and (THELS &b §5,:i4 JS6p. 77, 1.1) a variant common to the
five manuscripts shown.

The number of individual errors and variants in the apparatus
is given as follows:

R =667,H= 34, L =253,M = 281,E = 216, S = 255, T = 77.

The following diagram illustrates with an imaginary example the
method used in calculating the errors and the variants common to the
different manuscripts:

THMS - THS - THERL - THERLS - THERLS - THS - THEML-
THERS - EMRS - HS - RLS.

R = 4
H = 8
L = 4
T M = 2
E = 5
S = 6

T for example is found to share four errors and variants with R,
eight with H, four with L, two with M, five with E and six with S.

1. The first scholar to use this method of editing was A.J. Arberry in his edition and translation of the
two books: The Mawdgif and MukAdfabdt of Mubammad Ibn ‘Abdi’l-Jabbir al Niffari (Cambridge:
"R.].W. Gibb Memorial”, 1935), pp. 1-218.



main biographical works appear to mention any Ortogid called
Isma‘il. Nor for that matter, is the name of the commentator
himself to be found. His nisba al-Ttudhi refers, according to Ritter,
to the Samargand Tiudh.! However, Yaqit2 mentions another
Tiudh in the region of Merv. There appears to be no means of
determining to which of the two al-Hamadéni is related. The
title he bears in the manuscript shows him to have been an Ishrdgi
and an ascetic. The heading runs: ! 4al i pLY} &40, while at the
end of the commentary on the physics he writes:
¢ ol e Uty Bl il gty LY bl 53 053 o (i) WS LBy
Loas g by G sl SVl b e Gy ¢ Rae W St U] e s
- et (J‘ Y
It is obvious that he was a fervent disciple of Suhrawardi because
_ of his advocacy of a detachment from matter which bars the soul
from the divine vision.

The commentator’s friend, to whom the commentary is
dedicated: Nagir al-Din Abti Bakr Ibn Shuja al-Din Qilij al-
Hasird, is otherwise quite unknown. Also the name of the scribe is
not given. The section dealing with logic is assigned to the twelfth
of Safar 650/25 April 1252, while the physics and metaphysics
were finished on the twenty-seventh of Safar 650/10 May 1252.

. The manuscript contains 159 folios (24,5 X 17 cm.), each
with an average of 19 lines. It is written in a large Naskhi script,
which gives most of the diacritical points together with tashdid.
'.I'he text of al-Lamahdr has many mistakes and lacunae. For
instance, an entire paragraph in the fifth >, has been omitted
from the first i 3. It may be that as the scribe was mainly concern-
ed with the commentary he took less care for the text.

This commentary is of great assistance in relating al-Lamahat
to the rest of Suhrawardi’s work, and to understanding many
passages which are so concise as to be obscure.

Conclusion

No single ma.nuscript has been taken as a basis for the edition.
All the manuscripts except S taken together have a value for

1. v.” Philologika IX”, (1937), p. 280; cf. a)-Sam‘4nl, Kitab al-Ansab, published by D.S. Margoliouth,
Leyden: 1912, p. nz,

2. v. Mi/jam al-Buldan, vol. 11, p. 427.
3. v. al-Lamahai, p. 85 Il 6-10.



The codex is beautifully written by an unnamed scribe who
used a very neat and clear form of Ta‘lig. He appears to have
been a professional, who considered his task to be the production
of a work of art. As a result he makes no apparent attempt to make
the text comprehensible, and the margins are not encumbered
with glosses and explanations. al-Lamaha: fills pages 138b-169a
of the codex, there being an average of 21 lines per page. The text
is nearly vowelless, but almost all diacritical points are given. Ritter
gave the date of al-Lamahar’s transcription as A.H. 865/A.D.
1460, although no date appears in the text of the manuscript
itself.

Both Ritter' and Corbin2, try to establish the archetype
from which this codex has been copied, and they make a tenta-
tive suggestion that this was the codex Righib 1480 = (M). It
is clear, however, from the variants noted in the present edition
that this theory cannot be upheld.

Corbin did not use the codex 3217 when he published both
al-Talwihar and al-Mugdwamat in his Opera..., I, however, but
he did employ it in his edition of Qissat al-Ghurba al-Gharbiya.?

Istanbul, Saray, Ahmad I1I, 3251.4 This manuscript contains a
commentary on al-Lamahdt with lemmata’ written by a certain
Nizim al-Din Mahmid Ibn Fadlallah Ibn Abhmad al-Tudhi
al-Hamadani, to be kept in the library of an Ortoqgid prince, re-
ferred toas:  ia Wl § Jadl o# el cllll Lkl F RS AR (RO

ol il a5y 391 ol Jomet Bl T ully L
This Abu°l-Fida cannot be the Ayyiibid Historian of Hama,
the author of Kitab al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar®. The
commentator mentioned in his explanation of the second part of
al-Lamahas, at the beginning of the physics, that the Isma‘ll for
whom it was copied was an Ortoqid, and that this second part of
the commentary was also put in his library. However, none of the

SN bW N~

ibd., p. 81.
v. Opera..., 1, p. LXXIV n. 120.
Opera..., 11, pp. 94, 95.

v. "' Philologika IX", (1937), pp. 280, 281.
The commentator appears to have intended to include the engre text of the work in these lemmata.

The historian states his name in the fourth volume of his Chronicle p. 8 as Ismdl Iba Al Iba Mah-
mid Ibn Mubammad Ibn Shahinshih Iba Ayydb. He was born in A.H. 672/A.D. 1273, whereas the
commentary was written and put in his library in the year A.H. 650/A.D. 1252.

xxi



S

- Istanbul, Saray, Ahmad III 3266." This codex contains four

treatises of Suhrawardi and is not dated, although Ritter considers
it to have been copied in the ninth century of the Hijra. al-Lamahat
fills pages 91b-113b (35,7 X 22,3 cm.). Its text is very legible.
The copyist, who remains unknown, used a clear Naskhi script
and took care to insert diacritical points. No vowels are found
except in the fathatayn ending, e.g., >,, ki

Care has been taken in the presentation of the pages. The
lines are spaced averaging 33 to a page, and the letters are rather
large. The ttle of the treatise has been abbreviated to <\¥¢ o™,
The manuscript contains an enormous number of obvious mistakes
and lacunae and, in several places, presents the reader with words
which are utterly meaningless in their context. It is for this reason
that H. Corbin2 states that the only merit of the codex’s calli-
graphy is -« ... qu’elle sert a confirmer les intentions de son mo-
déle..”3. He quotes Ritter as having stated in his ** Philologika
IX”, p. 81, that the codex is simply copied from the manuscript
Saray, Ahmad III 3252, manuscript H in the present introduction.

One advantage of the manuscript may be noted, the stroke
of the Kaf is shown clearly in S, whereas it does not exist in M,
where in consequence Kdf may be confused with Lam. As an
example of this, Corbin quotes ¢S and » j which have almost
the same meaning.4

As a result of its mistakes and its second-hand character,

'the manuscript S cannot be considered to have any great importance
in editng the text.

- Istanbul, Saray, Ahmad I11, 3217.5 This codex which has 243 folios

(25,6 % 14,2 cm.) contains fourteen treatises by Suhrawardi, the
most important being al-Talwihar and al-Mugawamat.

w N

3

v." Philologika IX", (1939), pp. 80.81.

v.Opera.., 1, p. LXVIII n. 115.

Corbin notes that the entire codex which contains this menuscript s full of mistakes, and its only merit
1s i its calligraphy and the layout. He writes: ... & I'encontre de R (Manuscript M in this edition of
ﬂl-ldmul),l’ewpimidnemnprmdwbicn,oum&mpudu tout, ce qu'il écrit, il transcrir froi-
dement et msjestucusement ce qu'il voit. I en résulte un haut degré de fidélité dans le dessin, temperé

d’sbeurditts dans le sens, qui le plus souvent i "
peuvent étre expliquées et corrigtes sutomatquement...
(Opera..., |, p. LXVIII).

. v. Opera..., I, p. LXXVI.

v. " Philologiks IX", (1939), pp. 80,81.



his readers. He paid no attention to the outward appearance of
the text copied; the lines are closely written, and the words have
few vowels or diacritical points. As for the text itself, however, he
collated and corrected it to the best of his ability.’ During the
writing, the scribe noted down in the margins many words and
sentences which clarify the text. The manuscript can be charac-
terized as a genuinely critical edition.

M had been studied through the medium of a photostatic copy
and it can claim to present the most reliable text, as will be shown
later.

- Istanbul, Aya Sofya, 2470.2 This is a short manuscript which
gives the text of al-Lamahdt in 42 folios (20,7 X 11,4 cm.), ave-
raging 23 lines per page. The scribe has inserted diacritical points,
tashdid and occasionally vowels in the fathatayn ending, e.g.,

i« “Yus! Many explanations and corrections have been added in
the margins, which show that he read over his text with care,
and was prepared to provide explanatory examples where he
thought them necessary. His own identity is doubtful, he might
be one of two men whose names are found on the first page:
Ahmad Ibn Abi Bakr Ibn “Ali Ibn al-Sarraj al-Qalanisi, or Ahmad
Shaykh Zida, the inspector of the religious endowments of the
two Holy places. The relevant passage runs as follows:

v AVl s e OBy eV Gilhls Zicl! ol oda iy B

darl il o, Lo o bussr Ly Ol 5 gat (gl Olleldt Okt 5y Ol (ndy 2

TP I Ve N d“:‘eu:ﬂ"-";»'c.-:
This passage is written in Talig, whereas the text itself is in a
clear Naskhi and therefore it may be argued that these were the
only lines written by Ahmad Shaykh Zada himself.

There is one date to be found on the first page after the
name of al-Qalanisi, and this apparently? refers to the middle
of the eighth century of the Hijra, though this is not necessarily
the date of the transcription of the manuscript itself. There is a
note on the last page showing that the copy was made in Antoch.

Two titles are given on the first page, one being -i~.ll and

the other Li Ll &St 3 ooy -l Sl

1. Opera.., 11, p. 94.
2. v.“Philologika IX", (1937), p. 280.
3 VER <
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This work takes up pages I1-82 (2I x 14,7 cm.). Every leaf is
divided into two columns, each of which contains an average of
21 lines. The number of words in a line varies from six to eight.
The copyist’s name is deliberately erased from the text. As for
its colophon, the editors of the Catalogue write: **... hanc habet
subscriptionem: (7 ant 8 vocc. --- cadll (Cod. &) auall gy Jo S0 'f;
oM, dt o' ) Ceadd annus indicari videtur % A @ s g con-
sulto erasae sunt) §0+10+60+I+600=721 ¢ ' 04 ultima
autem vocabula <\~ &\—yquonam consilio addita sint, non video...”.

In another description of this manuscript, P. Voorhoeve'
attributes this version of al-Lamahar to Ahmad Ibn Habash al-
Suhrawardi al-Magqtil (d. 587 H./A.D. 1191). His substitution
of Ahmad for Yahya is probably caused by the reference of Ibn
Khallikin who said in his Wafayar, vol. II, p. 388: 1.l <l Ji, But
Shihib al-Din is the only name that figures in the present manus-
cript where the title of the treatise is given as 24! @l pbN Sl

A-D\ > ) (J_,-'-i“
- Istanbul, Raghib, 14802. This majmifa contains 16 treatises of
Suhrawardi, among them being his main works: Haydkil al-Nar,
al-Talwihat, al-Mutarahat, al-Alwah al-‘Imadiya, Hikmat al-
Ishraq. The codex has 331 folios (24 % 15 cm.) of which al-Lamahat
Fakfs up pages 186b-203a. The average number of lines per page
is 33. H. Corbin? shows that the transcription of the whole majmir'a
took four years, from A.-H. 731 to A.H. 735/A.D. 1330 to A.D.
1334. al-Lamahatr was written in the year A.H. 734, as is shown
by the colophon: @bl Al wd e Wl Gi5 oan Sl oS
Lamdl g by Llamy ol Q_)‘ ol
U Tl g Sy Sy ST e @ Wl
'I_‘h,e scribe Badr al-Nasawi, described by Corbin as a ' Khora-
sanian savant”4, used a form of Ta lig which is extremely difficult
to read. It seems from the handwriting that he himself was a
student of philosophy and not a mere copyist in that his main
care was to satisfy his eagerness for a correct text, not to satisfy

: Z:ﬁﬂ h::uuipd V1L, Handlist of Arabic Masuscripts in the Library of the Uriversity of Leidem...;
7 p. 166,

- v.” Philologika IX”, (1939), pp. 76, 77

3 v o”a«'l 1, p. LXVII.

. M-,Mhmmmmu-NMwn-rmm ShE'T, in that his text has in place of
VA S iU e Y aiSy (v, al-Lamabat, p. 127).
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This date ‘Id al-Adha, Greater Bairam of the year A.H. 672,
corresponds to the year A.D. 1273/74. The scribe “Alishir Ibn
Mubammad €Alishir, who signed the copy of al-Mugdwamar in
the same codex, must have been an admirer of Suhrawardi to
whom he gives the exceptional title in the heading of his text of:
W § Jé Al Oyaldh “Alishir wrote in Naskhi and was careful in
his use of diacritical points and rashdid. No vowels have been
marked in his text, but madda is used where necessary. The
additions in the margins provide a number of corrections of his
text, which nonetheless contains many errors. New paragraphs
in the text are marked by lines drawn above the words s,, and i
used to introduce fresh points. It will be shown that manuscript
H is more closely connected with T and S than with the other
manuscripts used in this edition.

Letden, 1503". al-Lamahadt is one of nine treatises in this codex,
most of the others being works by Ibn Sina and al-Ghazzahi. It
may be noted that there are two works entitled Risalat al-Tayr,
one by Ibn Sini and one by al-Ghazzali. The whole maymif a thus
reflects, more or less, the same philosophical outlook, with the
exception of the treatise Mukhtasar fi’l-Ariid which deals with
prosody

The first four pages of this codex are full of odd phrases and
signatures. We can read two verses in which the writer shows
the transience of life. There is one legible date on the third page
referring to Sunday the sixth of Muharram A.H. 816/A.D. 1413:

SIS PR W — 5 ol

LA, e e el y— Y Lt oS,
This date appears not to refer to the actual writing, of the codex
as the Catalogue, mentioned in the footnote below, assigns al-
Lamahat to Muharram A.H. 721/A.D. 1321. This is not to be
found in the manuscript of the treatise itself, and is, no doubt,
taken from another work in the same codex.

The text of al-Lamahat is very neat, and is written in a

beautiful Naskhi. The vowels appear on every word as do the
diacritical points, tashdid and al-sukain, where necessary.

v. P. de Jong et M. ]J. De Goeje, Catalogus Cods: Ornientalium ; Bibliothecae academniae Lugduno
Batavae: Volumen Tertium, MDCCCLXYV, pp. 354,355-
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THE MANUSCRIPTS

a)

HwmZt T m

Symbols of manuscripts used.

Seven manuscripts have been used in this edition of al-Lamahat,
six from Istanbul and one from Leiden. Each manuscript is separately
described in this introduction.

The order of symbols which represent the different manuscripts of
the text studied is the following:

Istanbul, Saray, Ahmad III, 3251 (Cmt) A.H. 650/A.D. 1252

Istanbul, Saray, Ahmad I1I, 3252 A.H. 672/A.D. 1273/4
Leiden, 1503 A.H. 721/A.D. 1321
Istanbul, Raghib, 1480 A.H. 734/A.D. 1333/4
Istanbul, Aya Sofya, 2470 A H. 74(5)?A.D. 1344
Istanbul, Saray, Ahmad III, 3266 othC A.H./ 15thC AD.
Istanbul, Saray, Ahmad II1, 3217 A.H. 865/A.D. 1460

Description of the manuscripts.

Istanbul, Saray, Ahmad III, 3252'. al-Lamahar is one of four
treatises by Sunrawardi contained in this codex, the others being
al-Talwihat, al-Mugawamatr, and Hikmat al-Ishrag. When H.
Corbin published the text of al-Talwihar he did not refer to the
copy in this codex. Nor did he make any use of the codex in his
edition of al-Mugawamat, the reason being that the codex was
“actuellement invisible”2. It took seven years to transcribe the
whole majmifa, from A.H. 672 to A.H. 679/A.D. 1273 to A.D.
1280, though al-Talwihat is not dated in Ritter’s * Philologika IX”,
P- 80, it must have been copied within these years. The codex
has 186 folios (25 » 18 cm.), of which al-Lamahar fills pages

119b-143b. It averages 25 lines per page. The colophon runs as
follows:

Wﬁbédwﬁ‘vpﬂu"cft)
oot Gl Bt e e il G

1. v. H. Ritter, “Philologika IX", Der Islam (1939), p. 80.
2. H qubin, Opera..., 1, p. LXXIV, n. 120.
3. “Philologiks X", (1939), p. So.
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existence. The possible existent is that whose essence does not involve
either existence or non-existence. Therefore, both its existence and non-
existence are equally possible. If it exists, its existence should be due to
the existence of a cause.’

2. The second principle : Ex uno non provenit nisi unum. This
means that God is one in every way. If an existence emanates from him,
this existence must be one; and is an abstract intelligence, it cannot be
a body or a human soul. The proof that it cannot be a body is that body
is composed of matter and form, therefore its cause must contain a duality.
Similarly, the soul is not exempt from body, so the duality is inherent
in the cause. Therefore, what emanates from God is the intelligence, which
is his primodial light.2

3. The third principle : The eternal creation in the separate
essences proceeds from cognition.

Since we know that from the one only one can proceed, it is necessary
that there be multiplicity in the first intelligence, which emanates from
God, because if an intelligence emanated from God, and from that only
another intelligence, it would mean that only intelligences would exist.
Since souls and bodies exist, it must be that the first intelligence has a mul-
tiplicity of aspects: knowledge of its cause, knowledge of itself as a possible
existent by itself, and knowledge of itself as hypothetically necessary.

From its first act of thought emanates an intelligence; from its second
act of thought is formed a material sphere, from its third act of thought
emanates a soul, which puts the sphere in motion.

Thus, the second intelligence emanates from the first, and the third
from the second, and so on until we reach the tenth intelligence, which
is the active intelligence, ruler of the world of generation and corruption
and the giver of forms (daror formarum).

The active intelligence has three functions: by means of its noble
part, human souls emanate, by means of the middle part, corporeal forms,
and by means of its base part, elements.

The movements of the spheres have a great influence on the compo-
sition of bodies and their susceptibility to receive forms and qualities from
the dator formarum or active intelligence. It is not necessary for another
intelligence to emanate from the tenth, because of the property of its
essence; otherwise, innumerable intelligences would proceed.3

1. al-Lamahdt, p. 129; al-Hamadini, op.ar., p. 119b.
2. al-Lonabar, p. 141; al-Hamadéni, op.ai., p. 140b.
3. id., p. 143; ibid., p. 143b.
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The intellect in actu, this is the intellect which has received the
power to apprehend intelligibles, which become actual in it.

The acquired intellect is that which acquires intelligibles by
intuition without reference to sense data.

That which transforms the hylic intellect into the intellectus in
habitu, into the intellectus in actu, and into the acquired intellect respecti-
vely, is the active intelligence, which al-Hamadéani symbolizes by fire.'

Suhrawardi demonstrates the existence of the soul in four ways?:

1. Man is never absent to himself. Man can be absent to all the material
bodies, but he is never absent to himself. His self is not a2 body. The proof
that he can be absent to bodies is that the masters of spiritual exercises,
in the moment of the inactivity of the senses, become absent from bodies.
The proof that man can never be absent to himself is that a drunk is not
absent to himself, for he perceives himself while drunk, but cannot
remember what he has perceived at the time.

2. The proof of the suspended man. This is one of the proofs used by
Ibn Sina to establish the existence of the soul. Suhrawardi says: If your
self had been created at once with an intellect, in a temperate climate,
in which your members are suspended separately, so that they do not
touch, then you would not feel bodies, nor what is impressed upon them,
but you would not be absolutely absent to your self. Therefore, your
knowledge of your self has been accomplished without intermediary.

3. The continuous alteration of the body. Your skin changes, but you
do not change. Your body now is not the same as your body five years
before. But, your ego and your selfhood (al-ana’tya) never change. So,
vour self, which does not change, is different from your body, which
does change.

4. The proof of the “I”. Every body is referred to as 'it”. No part
of the "'I” is referred to as "it”; therefore, nothing of the body is “'I”.

The body is not the reality of the self, nor is it part of the self, there-
fore, the self can be conceived separately.

The Theory of Creation in al-Lamah3t.

Suhraward’s theory of creation in al-Lamahdt rests on three prin-
ciples:

1. The first pri.nciple : The division of existents into possible and
necessary. God is the neccessary existent. His essence involves his

1. al-Lamahat, p. 119; al-Hamadani, op.at., p. 101b.
2. thd., pp. 116,117. ibid., pp. 9sa-b, gba.



a) The vegetative soul.’ This is the first perfection of a natural body
possessing organs; those of nutrition, growth and generation. The nutritive
faculty is what causes nutritive matter to be assimilated by the plant or
animal. Growth is that which causes a natural increase in the parts.
Generation is that which takes some of the nutritive matter and transforms
it into the substance of another entity of the same kind as the first.

b) The ammal soul. This is the first perfection of a natural body
possessing organs in so far as it is capable of sense-perception and move-
vement. The modes of perception are ten: The external senses are:
Touch, taste, smell, hearing and sight. The internal senses? are:

The sensus communis (phantdsia) where the perceptions of the
five senses are assembled.

The faculty of representation which stores up the forms be-
longing to the sensus communis when these are absent from it.

The imaginative faculty combines certain things with others
and separates some things from others. The agent in this faculty is
either reason or the estimative faculty. When reason is used, it is called
the cogitative faculty, and when the estimative faculty is used, it is called
imagination.

The estimative faculty abstracts from individual sensible objects,
non-sensible meanings, as one recognises friendship upon seeing two
friends.

The recollective faculty,this is a store of estimative data, just as the
faculty called representation is a store of the forms of the sensus communis.

The human or rational soul has two facultes: the theoretical and
the practical. The theoretical faculty is that by which the soul appre-
hends matters concerned with what is advantageous or disadvantageous
to the body.

This rational soul has four dispositions:

The hylic intellect apprchends potentally all the intelligibles
from the active intelligence.

The intellect in habitu, this is the intellect when it acquires the
primary intelligibles, which are the immediate data of knowledge which
do not require proof.

1. ibd.,p. 113,

2. al-Lamahaz, pp. 115,116.

3. Phangasia refers in Aristotle’s terminology to the imaginatve faculty. v. De Amoma, 111, 3, 4292 3. In
the Arabic tradition, phanfasia has been identified with the smsus commnons. v. Ibn Sind, al-Nasar,
p. 265; cf. Majid Fakhri, Anspdzalis, Beirut: 1958, pp. 66,67.
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are mentioned in the premises, €.g., ' If this is a man, then he is an animal.
But, he is a man, therefore, he is an animal.” The statement “he is an
animal”, was mentioned in the first premise.’

Moreover, the categorical contains a repeated term, which appears
in both premises, and is called the middle term (al-hadd al-awsar). It
is omitted in the conclusion. In the first example it is the word “‘animal.”

The subject of the conclusion is called the minor term, and its
predicate the major. The subject of the conclusion is called minor because
every universal is an attribute a priori, and every particular is a subject
a priori. The particular, in comparison with the universal, is minor.
The premise which contains the minor term is called the minor premise,
and that containing the major term is called the major premise.?

2. Inducrion :Induction is divided into two parts: the perfect and the
imperfect. Perfect induction is a proof in which the conditional disjunctive
propositon is the minor premise, and the attributive propositions are
major premises and share one predicate, e.g., “*Every moving thing is
animal, vegetable or mineral, and every mineral is a body, therefore every
moving thing is a body.”?

The imperfect induction is a judgement about a universal through its
many particulars, e.g.,the judgement that, in eating, every animal moves its
lower jaw. This is an induction from man, horse and bull. The imperfect
induction is not a proof, because the induction from what has not been in-
duced, like the crocodile in the previous example, is in contradiction to
what has been induced.?

3.Analogy.Analogy is a judgement about a thing through what is found
in something else which shares a common feature, e.g., the sky is formed
(mutashakkil) and the house is formed, therefore the sky is contingent like
the house. The root is the house, the branch is the sky, and what is shared
is the common cause, and the judgement is that the sky is contingent. 5

The Problem of the Soul in al-Lamahit.

The_soul is a substance, not a body, and is not consubstantial with
body. It is divided into vegetative and animal. 6

al-Hamadéni, op.ai., p. 33b.

ibid., and Mantiq al-Talathas, p. 47.
al-Lamahas, p. 86 Mantig al-Talwthat, p. 66.
v. al-Harnadinl, op. cit., p. 47a.

v. al-Hamadini, opcit., pp. 47a-b.
al-Lamakat, p. 121.
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(ayyu shay’in huwa fi dhatihi?, praedicatur in quale quid ?).

Being sensitive and moving are differentiae peculiar to the animal,
the animal is the genus of man, voluntary sensibility and movement are
generic differentiae (fas! jins) of man.?

2. Description: Description is a statement which distinguishes a thing
non-essentially from others. The complete description is that in which
the genus is stated so as to limit the essence of the thing, as when it is said:
"“Man is a laughing and modest animal who stands erect.” An incomplete
description is limited to accidentals, as when it is said: “‘Man is a laughing
animal.”’2

B. On proof
Proof consists of three types: syllogism, induction and analogy.

1. Syllogism: A syllogism is a proof which consists of propositions
from which, if taken as true, another statement can be inferred necessarily.
When a proposition becomes part of a syllogism it is called a premise.
The parts of an essential proposition, after analysis, are called terms.
The statements: "‘Every C is B, and every B is A” are two premises. C, B
and A are terms, and the whole is a syllogism. The necessary conclusion
is: "Every Cis A™.3

A syllogism is either categorical (igirani) or hypothetical (istithra’?).
The categorical is that in which the conclusion or its contrary are not
mentioned in the two premises, e.g., “Every man is an animal; every
animal is a body; therefore, every man is a body.” The statement: "“Every
man is a body” was not mentioned in the two premises, nor was its
contrary: ‘“‘Some men are not bodies.”

A hypothetical syllogism is one in which the conclusion or its contrary

1. al-Hamadini, op. cit., pp. 11a-b.
2. al-Lamabat, p. 65, Mantiq al-Talwikat, p. 15; al-Hemadini, op.cit., p. 13a.
Ibn Sind defines description in K. al-Hudad :
“*Complete description is an enundation, a statement composed of the genus of the thing and its
inherent accidents, such that it is equivalent to it. Description, strictly speaking, is a smtement
which makes a thing known non-essentially, and yet is particular; or else a statement distinguishing
the thing from what is not it, but not through essence.”
(Ibn Sind, Livre des Defimitions, p. 10); cf. al-Isharat..., vol. 1, pp. 235, 257. Nasir al-Din al-Tisi says
in his commentary on a/-Ishdrar : " Complete description is that which includes cssentials and acd-
dentals. An incomplete description is limited to accidentals.” (v. al-Isharar ..., vol. 1, p. 255 0.1).
3. al-Lamabai, p. 79; Manpq al-Talwibar, pp. 46,47.
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is composed of the genus and the differentia.’

Genus is the universal applied to various essential forms (hagd’ig) in

answering the question: **What is it ?"’2 (ma huwa ?, praedicatur in quid ?).

The differentia cannot answer this question, but is described as that

which answers the question: '*What kind of thing is it in its essence?”’3

al-Lamahat, p. 64; Mangiq al-Takeibat, p. 14; cf. al-Shifa’ (al-mantig 1), pp. 48,49.
Tbn Sini relates the concept of the definition, as it was known to the Arab logicians, including Suhra-
wardi, to Aristotle’s Topica, when he defines ‘definition’ in his Kitdb a/-Hudgd :

"“The definition of definition, according to the Sage (Aristotle), in the Book of Topica, is the state-

ment indicating the quiddity of a thing, that is, the perfection of its essential existence. This state-

ment is obtained from the immediate genus (fins garsd) and its differentia.”
(Ibn Sind, Livre des Défimitions, ed. and trans. by A-M. Goichan, Le Caire: Memorial Avicenne VI,
1963, p. 10).

Aristotle says in his Topica - ~*...A "definition’ is a phrase signifying a thing’s essence...” I, 5, 101b
39; " ...The definition consists of genus and differentia...” I, 8, 103b 15. (v. Aristotle, Organon (Topics),
chap. 5,8, rtans. by W_A. Pickard in The Works of Aristotle, vol. 1, pp. 144,146).
al-Lamabar, p. 63.

The meaning of ' kagd'iq’ here is **forms and essentisl realities™ (v. Ibn Sini, al-Najat, ed. by M.S.

al-Kurdi 2d ed. Cairo: 1938, p. 9). The meaning of the answer to "What is it ? is "' the statement
scording to associstion of things, not their individuality.” > ¥ J«& Y & 28 J\e (v. ibid., al-Hama-
dini, op. ar., p. 10b; al-Shif&’ (al-manfiq 1), p. 49). Ibn Sind says in his Danesh-Nameh : The genus:

*...is such that when you ask about things “What are they ?’ wishing (to know) by this question the

quiddity of their meaning, the answer is by this essential term (al-fins). For example, when you ask:

"What are man, cow and horse?’ the answer is "animal’... Therefore, 'animal’ is the answer to the

question relating to the quiddity of these things, which in Arabic is the answer to ma huma, *what

is it? ™.
(Avicenne, Le Livre de Science, vol. 1, pp. 29,30). d. al-Shifa’, (al-manpig 1), pp. 47,49,50; al-Isharas...,
vol. 1, p. 225; * Uytin al-Hikma, p. 2; al-Ghazzili, Mt yar al- Ibm, ed. by S. Dunid, Cairo: 1961, p. 106.
al-Lamaha:, p.63; Mantig al-Takdibat, p.11; of. al-Shif& (al-mantig 1), p.53; al-Isharat..., vol. 1, pp.
238 1.

The meaning of the answer to "What kind of thing is it ?' is what Ibn Sina says in al-Najar :

" The statement answering ‘what kind is it ?* is that which indicates the essence by which a thing

is distinguished from others which share a single essence. For example: the accidental, like ‘ white’

which distinguishes ‘snow’ from ‘pitch’, though both are mineral bodies; or the essential, like

"rational’ which distinguishes *man’ from “horse’, though both arc animal.” p.-8.

The meaning of ““What kind is it ?* requires differentiation (tamyAz). (v. al-Isharar..., vol. 1, p. 239).
The best defimition of difference i given by Ibn Sind in al-Naja:

"Dﬂhmthhdnmthlunivauluidofupedawidﬁnngmminmcﬁng'%ntkindis it?'

For cxample: ‘' rational’ for *man’, which is the answer when it is asked: ' What kind of animal is hc ?’

mdiﬁermbawem'ndomlbdn('md'm'ilthm'm' is a 'rational snimal’.” pp. 9, 10.
Ibn Sind says in Damesh-Nomeh : The differcntia

“...it such that when you ask of each of them (many species) what kind of thing it is in its essence,

the answer will be this second cssential term. If, for example, you ask what kind of animal is man,

the answer is ‘rational’; therefore, ‘rational’ is the snswer to the question ‘What kind is it?' (In

W. answer 10 ayyx Shay'in).. All what is essentis] universal and answers the question ' What

kind 13 ?' is called fayl (differentis).”
(Avicenne, Le Livre de Science, vol. 1, p. 30).



not involve any judgement; it is of two kinds: intuitive and acquired.’
Judgement is the assertion or the denial of certain conceptions. It is of two
kinds: the spontaneous and the acquired.? Spontaneous judgement is
like the saying: ** the whole is greater than the part” where no intermediary
is required. Acquired judgement is like saying: ' the world is contingent”.
This must have an intermediary, which is "' change”’, so that the affirmation
may be made.

Therefore, judgement is composed of two concepts, the subject
and the predicate, or of three concepts, the subject, the predicate and
the relation. If we know “man” and “writer”’, and we ascribe the act
of writing to the “'man”, a judgement is formed.3

Just as knowledge is divided into two parts, so ignorance (al-jahl)
is correspondingly divided into ignorance of tlie concept and ignorance
of the judgement.

If someone is ignorant of the concept, he needs something which
brings him to the concept of the unknown and makes it known. What
brings him to this is the statement (al-qaw! al-sharih), which is divided
into the complete, analytic definition (al-hadd al-tamm), and the in-
complete definition or descripton (al-rasm).

If someone is ignorant of judgement, he needs something to bring
him to know the unknown and makes the unknown judgement known.
This is proof (al-hujja), of which the divisions are the complete, which
is syllogism, and the incomplete, which includes induction and analogy.

A. On the statements

Statements are used for definition, description and extensive de-
finition (al-mithal), all of which lead to the required concept.4

1. The analytic definition: The analytic definition is that which
designates the quiddity of a thing and includes all its constituents and

1. al-Firdbl mentions that the intuitive concept is that which has no connection with a preceding
‘zasaunowr’, like ‘necessity’, ‘existence’ and tcontingency’. The soquired concept is that which implies a
preceding concept. (al-Fardbi,  Uyn o)-Mast’il in al-Thamara al-Margiya, ed. by Friedrich Dieterici,
Leiden: 1890, p. $6).

2. al-Firdbl mentions also that the spontancous judgement is not preceded by another *zasdig’ 0o which
it depends. The scquired judgement is that which cannot be apprehended without the previous sppre-
hension of something else. (v. ibed.,).

3. v. al-HamadinS, Shard al-Lamabar, MS. Istanbul: Saray, Abmad 111, 3251 (la-159b), p. 2b.

4. ibid., p. 12b.



The title al-Lamahdt is preferred here, because in one passage of
his introduction to Hikmat al-Ishrdg, the author uses it without adding
the expression &% J , while in the preceding line he gives the whole
name of al-Talwihar.' It was Suhrawardi’s habit to give the full name
of his works each time he mentioned them in any of his books.2 It may
incidentally be noted that it is unlikely that the book’s title could be
al-Lamha because the titles of most of the other works are made from
the plural of the singular word used for each division within the book.
For example, each subdivision of al-Talwihat is called Talwih, likewise
in al-Mugawamat (The Book of Oppositions) we have Mugdwamat, in
al-Mashar® wa’l-Mutarahat (The Book of Conversations) we have
Mashra® and in Hayakil al-Nar (The Temples of Light) Haykal. There
is no reason to suppose that al-Lamahat does not follow the general
pattern of these works.

Al-Lamahat is divided into three parts: logic, physics and meta-
physics. Each of these is divided into mawarid (chapters), in turn divided
into lamahat (flashes) which deal summarily with the topics of the three
sciences.3 Here three principal points related to each of the sciences
will be examined, beginning with concept and judgement from the logic,
followed by the problem of the soul from the physics and ending with
the theory of creation from the metaphysics.

Concept and Judgement in al-Lamahat

‘ Knowledge, according to the account given in al-Lamahat, is divided
into two parts: oonce'ption (al-tasawwur) and judgement (al-tasdig).*
Conception is the acquisition of the form of the thing by reason and does

1. of. Qutb al-Din al-Shirézi (A.H. 636/A.H. 710) and Shams al-Din al-Shahraziiri (d. in the last half of
the VII/XIII century) in Hikmat al-Ishraq, p. 10 n. 7, and p-299 . §.

2. ibid., p. 10; and al-Talwibit al-Lawhiys wa’l-“Arshiyu, ed. H. Corbin in Opera Metaphysica es Mystica,
vol 1, Istanbul: 1943, p. 2; and al-Mugiwamit, ed. H. Corbin in Opera..., vol. 1, pp. 124, 192; and
al-Mashiri wi')-Mugkrabdt, ed. H. Corbin in Opera..., vol. 1, pp. 194, 195, 361, 401, 483, 488, 50S;
and al-Lamabas, pp.75, 124, 128, 150.

3. Reference may be made here W the close relationship between al-Lamabat and * Uyan al-Hikma of Ibn
sgmmmamam.mmmdumammmmw
sciences in the traditional way. It is most probeble that Subrewardi and Tbn Sini, when composing
muembodn.uawdydmakﬁm,m.aiﬁwmnmmmpmbwpwm-

4. al-Lamahar, p. 8. cf. Suhrawardi, Mantig al-Takothas, ed. by All Akbar Fayydd, Tehran: 1955, pp.
1,2,3.
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However, the apparently hedonistic ideas which occur in a few
of his verses do not prove that Suhrawardi held these views. Rather,
they can be referred to the conventions of Persian poetry in which almost
every poet sings of wine and pleasure. Wine has commonly been taken
as a mystical symbol of the Sifis, and thus, the verses quoted may be
interpreted metaphorically, as has been done in the famous Qasida al-
Ha’tya of Suhrawardi himself.” On the other hand, his invitation to
enjoyment may represent chance thoughts occuring to him in his ascetic
moments, which bring him back to worldly reality, but do not interfere
with the normal pattern of his life.

In the introduction to his work Hikmat al-Ishrag (The Wisdom
of Illumination), Shihdb al-Din Yabya al-Suhrawardi notes of K.
al-Lamahar (The Flashes of Light) that it is subordinate to al-Talwiha:r
al-Lawhiya wa’l-* Arshiya? (The Book of Intimations). The latter book
is regarded by scholars as one of his principal works, and contains a
summary of Peripatetic theory. However, in the introduction to Hikmat
al-Ishrag Suhrawardi has noted of this work also that it is a brief epitome.3
In al-Lamahat he covers most of the points with which he has dealt in
al-Talwihat and can, therefore, be considered as an epitome of an epitome.
Suhrawardi himself has noted that it is extremely concise.4

Critics and students of Suhrawardi differ on the title of the work,
some calling it al-Lamahdt, and some calling it al-Lamha.

Those who call the work al-Lamha replace the plural by the singular
because the word al-Lamha is used at the head of the subsections of
each mawrid or chapter. Those who call it Lamahat fi’l-Haga’ig have
either taken the expression as it stands from the beginning of the book,
or they have interpreted the author’s intention to be a parual not a
comprehensive treatment of some aspect of philosophy. Those who
add the article al-Lamahat fi’l-Haqad’iq have either taken the name from
the beginning of the book adding the article to the word Lamahd:r as
befits the title of an Arabic book, or, in making the word definite, they
have understood the author’s intention to be a general treatment of
philosophy and not a partial discussion.

of. Reynold A. Nicholson, The Mystics of Islam, London: 1963, pp. 103,104.

2. Hikmat al-1shriq, ed. Henry Corbin in Opera Metaphysica ¢t Mysnica, vol. 11, Téhéran - Paris: 1952,
p- 10 Subordinate = &4

3. Hikmat al-Ishrag, p. 10.

4. al-Lamabai, (Text), p. 57.
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out in a passage about the evils of wine, that al-Shaykh al-Shahid Abu’l-
Futiith Yahya Ibn Amirka (!) al-Suhrawardi, and other Muslim Sages of
high repute, like Ibn Sind, al-Khayyimi, Ismi‘ll al-Jurjini and Ibn
al-Marzuban, have been abandoned by God and were given to excessive
drinking and indulgence in carnal pleasures. Laymen and people of
false belief set them up as models, although they sought wealth, vain
glory and royal favour. This criticism is made in spite of the fact that
al-Shirdzi has praised Suhrawardi by adding to his titles the phrases
ral-Imiam al-Sa“id, Shaykh al-Ishrdaq, ‘Allamat al-Afiq, Shihidb al-Haq
wa’l-Haqiqa wa’l-Din.”

As far as Suhrawardi is concerned the statement that he indulged
in worldly pleasures is refuted by al-Khwansari himself in his biogra-
phical work. For he says in vol. II, p. 328, that Suhrawardi was a mild
man who abstained from the pleasures of life U &,;. This is confirmed
by many other biographical writings which state that Suhrawardi was
utterly indifferent to the pleasures of the world and might willingly have
died of hunger and thirst merely to test his power of fasting.

It remains to ask what led the writer of Kitab al-Dhikra to say of
Suhrawardi’s books, words and exhortations that they are - ... full of the
evils of that pernicious, mortal and seductive drink which is a work of
the devil...” and that he pursued sensual delights and debauchery. The
reason might conceivably have been those poems in which Suhrawardi
describes wine and its effects together with the transports of pleasure,
as for example in these lines:

o F {u‘ R il e A S T
HL_JJ)‘J— tHydl \_‘-_.:i_) :._JJ, th_.;ﬁl_-Jl
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In other lines he incites the reader to enjoy himself before it is
too late:
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1. Ouo Spies and S.K. Khatak, “ Three Treatises on Mysticism™,B. Ornicualistische Siudien,
Stutigart: 193§, p. 110.

2. A Wy el us

3. Sami al-KayiH, a/- Suhrawardi, Beirut: 1955, p. 96.
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PREFACE

Shihab al-Din al-Suhrawardi was born in Suhraward, near the city
of Zanjan, in the Province of Jibal, north-west of Iran. Biographers do
not agree about the date of his death, but it appears that almost all the
modern scholars have relied either on Ibn Khallikin’s account' or on
that of Abu’l-Fida, ruler of Hama?, which states that he was killed in
A.H. 587, at the age of thirty eight or thirty six according to Christian
reckoning.

Suhrawardi was a great traveller and had always been eager for
knowledge. So, during his life, he moved from Marigha to Isfahin, to
Diyar Bakr, till he reached Aleppo. Here he met al-Malik al-Zihir al-
Ayyibi (A.H. 568/A.H. 613) who admired him and at first gave him
his friendship, but it was not long before he turned against him and order-
ed him to be put to death. This was at the command of Saladin (A.H.
532/A.H. 589), al-Zahir’s father, who had been influenced by the jurists
and the theologians. Al-‘Imad al-Isfahini gives in al-Bustan ai-Jami™?
the only account of the events leading to his death. The jurists in one of
their discussions with Suhrawardi are reported to have told him that he
had said, in some of his books, that God was able to create a prophet
after Mubammad, but that this was impossible, and Suhrawardi replied
that there is no limit to God’s omnipotence. So they regarded his statement
as impiety. Moreover, it seems that the defamation of the jurists influenced
Saladin who already disliked books of philosophy, masters of logic and
people who were unorthodox. 4

His character had been a matter of controversy both in his own time
and ever since. Some people considered him a virtuous worker of miracles
and a venerator of religious commandments, others did not. al-Khwansari
in his book Rawdat al-Jannat fi Abwal al-*Ulamd@ wa al-Sadat, vol. 1,
(1307 A.H.) p. 140 mentions Kitab al-Dhikra by Sadr al-Thini Ibn
Ghayyath al-Din Manstr al-Hasani al-Shirazi, in which it is pointed

1. Wafayar al-A'yan, vol. 11, Cairo: 1275 A.H,, p. 391.

2. K. al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar, vol. 111, 1st ed. Cairo. pp. 81,82,

3. Claude Cahen," Une chronique Syri¢nne du Vle/VIle Siécle” in Bulletin & Etudes Orientales, Institut
Frangais de Damas, t. VII, V111, années 1937, 1938, Le Caire: 1938, pp. 150, I51.

4. Sabt Ibn al-Jawzl, Mir'ar al-Zaman ff Tarikh al- A yan, 15t Px. of the cighth vol., 1st ed. Haydarabid:

1370 A.-H,, p. 427.
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