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O «The sufis were those members of the intellectual class who had a genuine
spiritual concern which had not been choked and killed by worldliness».
Watt (W. Montgomery): Muslim Intellectual: A Study of Al-Ghazali, p. 132.
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«The final blaze of glory of the Islamic Wesl is in the work of 1bn-Khaldun( 1322-1406) ..., His 9]
chief importance at the present lime is held to be in his pioneer work in sociology, but he is also a
great historian. His chapter on theology in his Mugaddima or Introduction (to his universal
history ) has been known to European scholars since the publication and translation of that work
in the nineteenth century, and also the fact that he wrote a book on logic. Recently an early work
of lis own on theology has been published which shows his competence in Ash'arite theology; it is
essentially a summary of the Muhassal of Fakhr-ad-Din ar-Razi. [t is worth mentioning here that
Ibn Khaldun like Averroes. bul to a greater extent, had personal experience of high administrative
positions. It was doubtless the responsibility of office thal gave Averroes his insight into the
function of religion in the state; and there is a sense in which the sociological thought of Ibn-
Khaldun is a continuation of this side of the work of Averroesn. Watt (W. Montgomery), Islamic
Philasophy and Theology, Edinburgh at the University Press, 1962, p. 143.
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«The intellectual crisis for Muslim Arabs was reaching a head . Pressed between the contending ")
positions of the orthodox and Sufi forms of Islam,and complicated by Hellenistic intellectual
influences. Muslims searched for a way out of the impasse. This was the situation when Ghazzali
(1058 - 1111) was appointed professor al the prestigious Nizamiyya college in Baghdad». Akbar,
(Ahmed). Post Modernism and Islam, Predicament and Promise, New York, Routledge, 1992, pp.
8] - 82

Laoust (Henri). Les schismes dans l'islam: Introduction d une étude de la religion Musulmane, o
Payot. Paris. 1983, p. 177.
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«By about 900 (here was a group or school of mystics in Baghdad with associates elsewhere . The (1)
word sufi came to be given to such persons and developed into the normal Arabic word for
‘mystic’; it was derived in the first place from the wearing of garments of wool (sufi) . The sufi
movement spread to most parts of the Islamic world , and from the thirteenth century was
organized in the dervish or sufi orders . The movement was thus an Important aspect of Islamic
society . In the early period especially it also contributed to theological thinking , since their
personal experiences gave the sufis greater confidence in approaching fresh theological problems
-Al-Muhasibi was one of the first to attempt a refutation of the Mutazilitess. Watt (W.
Montgomery), «The Majesty That Was Islamw, in The Islamic World, 661-1100, Sidgwick &
Jackson, London 1974, pp. 189 - 190.
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«The sufis were those members of the intellectual class who had a genuine spiritual corcern which (V)
had not been choked and killed by worldliness». Watt (W. Montgomery), Mustim Intellectual: A
Study of Al-Ghazali, Edinburgh at The University Press, 1963, pp. 132,
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= «The Islamic mind is fond of dividing things into categories and creating of

each category in isolation, and this habit of mind appears to have been used to

make a place for the insights of Sufism in the intellectual life of Islam . Sufism

was only new , of course , as a distinct discipline, parallel to theology, jurispru-
dence and the other "Islamic sciences™».

Watt (W. Montgomery), Muslim Intellectual: A Study of Al-Ghazali, pp. 162 - 163.
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«By the end of the twelfth century the Almohad hold on Spain was loosening, and after the  (Y)
serious defeat of Navas de Tolosa in 1212 the internal quarrels of the dynasty led to their
abandonment of Spain by about 1225. Despite this political crisis and the Christian advance
academic studies continued . One well - known name is that of Muhyi-d-Din IBN-ARABI(1165-
1240); although there are frequent references to his "philosophy”, it is rather a theosophy, since he
was a mystic with pantheistic tendencies. He went 1o the east in 1202 on pilgrimage, and remained
there for the rest of his lifer. Watt (W. Montgomery), Islamic philosophy and Theology, op. cit.,
p. 142.
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«The Islamic mind is fond of dividing things into categories and creating of cach category in (V)
isolation, and this habit of mind appears to have been used to make a place for the insights of
Sufism in the intellectual life of Islam . Sufism was only new , of course , as a distinct discipline,
purailel to theology, jurisprudence and the other "Islamic sciences™. Watt (W. Monatgomery),
Muslim Intellectual: A Study of Al-Ghazali, op. cit., pp. 162 - 163.
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«... theolology becomes an aspect of the intellectual form of the political struggle in Islam», Watt ()

(W. Montgomery), Islamic Political Thought : The Basic Concepts, Edinburgh at the University
Press 1968, p. 89.
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