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Salah Stétié

Trois Poemes

|

Dans ’herbe et la douceur des nids-de bronze
Les fusils du beau temps nous maintiennent
Le soleil linge bleu de Véronique

Echange avec la lune sa chemise

Vers l'or du ciel la femme tourne son visage
Un desert d’eau |

11

Le fer aux doigts de la douceur d’un bois de
femmes

Découvre la lune du matin

Salut de gréce et d’anges exterieurs

Enfermés dans le chateau d’'une aiguille

Les rois sont animés par la finesse

HI

I’dme comme un dé noir a coudre
Et la douceur

Comme la mer & 'ombre longue des aiguilles

Beyrouth

vy
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Blindly I was led by words and shadows up to the
lighted door, to the small star — point that was mine...
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This reviewer must thank the author for giving in the
opening lines of the first poem, the peoet, the exact words for
initial criticism : |

like a ball
the eye
rolls

down
then

up

For specifically, these poems exercise the eye to a point
where the mind feels foolish intruding with old-fashioned
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sense. With Mallarmé and Cummings and Dylan Thomas ( in
his “ chalice ” poems ), we have come full circle with the
experiments in line-length and word-position. Indeed the {first
of these difficult poets wanted a blank page wherein the mind
and eye could rest before taking on the onerous task of
understanding the next single word.

This excess Miss Malhas spares us. But the fact remains
that her contrived technique does not as yet fit glove-like the
fragile substance of her poetic gift. Put another way, it is
arguable that puiting pregnant spaces between quite normally
related words is valid, either logically or aesthetically, in terms
of the occurence of the words in the imagination. Thus in black

stone the lines

i was roaming

night and day

in my way

1 found a black stone

VEry very old (p. 7h)

would lose nothing if written

i was roaming / night and day
in my way / i found a black stone
very very old

because oldsr metrical patterns ( and those of free verse )
would give the necessary weight to the repeated very. Though
changes are sometimes necessary to make a line clean, a solid
poetical flash is formally correct and must not seem, as so

many of these poems do, mere exercises in spacing and
pagination. |

One cannot fool with the lines of Cummings or Thomag
for both had come finally to make early technical experiments
serve perfectly later imaginative needs. Cummings especiallys
had, and has, a wry elliptical perception, a sense dry and witty
in his terrifically forshortened universe no - capitals and $ and
etc, all working overtime as shorthand symbols in staccato
lines, are absolutely right and fit like a glove. His love lyrics
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are most poignant when they are most inferential and his meta-
phors are quick, cranky and sure. Having made his statement
he does not linger lovingly.

If we are to take Miss Malhas’ poems at their printed
value, then, we must infer that each poem occurs on a fresh
tabula rasa, to be erased when the next section or poem comes
along. Further, that on each blank sheet of imagination each
word is spaced properly, and the spacing, not the occurence
in relation to the other words, give it weight and moment. 1
doubt this, for she seems a woman of intelligence as well as
warmth. To play with words and spaces is an old poetic game
made more appealimg today hecause it seems to duplicate the
stretches and turbullence of the mind seeking to express the
clashing phenomena of modern life. We salute the daring and
the courage of new-minded techniques if they be true to the
material at hand : and we salute Miss Malhas for attempting to
cast her subtle, quite feminine gifts of ore in other than ancient
molds.

Certain lines from ants conjure fer us the constrasting
problem of writing in a second language :

ants

then

return

to their urn

or the earlier lines in the same poem

weak

little creatures

without

brain features etc.,

In English these won’t do. I am quick to admit that my
howlers in Arabic and Persian poetry, were I so moved in that
direction, would be infinitely worse. But most of Miss Maihas'’
diction lacks pace and tension and what Gerard Manley Hop-
kins called the «inscape of vowels.» Is it that that citadel of inner
harmony of an alien poetry has no more yielded to her extreme
efforts than that of, say, al-Muntanabbi to those of the mus-
tashriqin ? But thank heavens! both keep at it, and it is wise

A4



to remember, should any think this review too harsh, that this
slim volume may become the trail-blazer for any who wish to
follow her bi-lingual path.

Who can withhold sympathy from a young poet who can
glean lines as fine as

from the sun

80 bright

we shun |

its scorch (bottom p. 146 )

in caves
we watch
the opacity
of the day  (p. 147) °

This woman dares much, and for that we respect her and
know that the future volumes will offer sharper, less repitious
symbols, and metaphors and harmonies more varied. She cannot
fail for she has already trained the printer and this makes
modern poetry more possible than ever on this eastern strand
of the world.

97 Feb. 1957 G.T. S.
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