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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Bilal Walid Orfali for  Master of Arts
Major: Arabic Language and Literature

Title:  Aspects of Arabic Literature in the Courts of the Buyids

This thesis approaches the aspects of Arabic literature in the courts of the
Buyids in a political, social and economic frameeork. It studies the impact of these
factors in literature, inaddition to the phenomenon of employing literature to serve the
interests of the ruler of the court rather than the rule itself.

The thesis is divided into five chapters. The first is a histo-political
introduction which presents the ancestral roots of the Buyids and the successive phases
of their reign.

The second chapter tackles the cultural dimensions of the Buyid courts, such as
the different doctrines, the role of the minorities in the cultural life, and the Persian
national mark which co-existed with the Buyids close affiliation to Arab nationalism.

The third chapter discusses the advent of the major literary figures to the Buyid
courts and their ways of life there. It studies the relationships of the literary figures who
visited these courts, amongst themselves, on one hand, and with the lords of the courts
on the other, in addition to the literary connections which existed among the lords of the
courts themselves.

The fourth chapter focuses on the two major literary schools correlated with the
Buyid court: the school of Ibn Faris and the school of Ton al-’Amid. It summarizes their
major literary major features and displays their impact on the literary figures of the
Buyid era and the succeeding eras.

Finally, the fifth chapter compares between literature in the Buyid courts on
one hand and in the Hamdanid courts on the other, in an attempt to analyze the
prevalence of poetry in the Arab Hamdanid courts as opposed to the prevalence of
prose in the courts of the Persian Buyids. Here we discuss the differences between
literature in the Persian courts on one hand and in the Arab desert on the other by taking
al-Mutanabbi as an example because his poetry reflects the two courts and the two
cultures.
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