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Occupational Status
of Sociology in Saudi Society lield
Study on Researchers at Socil
Institutions in Riyadh City

Dr. Abdul-Aziz Al-Ghareeb

Abstract

This study concentrates on determining the occupational status of the science
of Sociology. More specifically, it attempts to determine the status of the job of
social researcher", as perceived by social researchers themselves. Such
determination is reached at by assessing the level of the social researchers'
contentment with regards of occupational status, as well as how they look at the
possible role of such job title in attaining a reputable social status, and, finally by
studying their suggestions regarding improving their current social status.

This investigation is carried out by seeking answers for the main question raised
in the study: what is the social status of Sociology in the Saudi society?, The
method of social survey was utilized and a case study of a sample of 91 social
researchers (in a variety of social institutions in Riyadh city) was developed.

The most remarkable results of the study was that the majority of social
researchers
a) Do not have - for a variety of reasons - occupational satisfaction;

b) Feel that their occupation has negative impact on their social status;

c) Do not feel that they enjoy any occupational advantage by being social
researchers;

d) Realize that their specialty lacks any positive role to play in attaining social
status.

Finally, the study develops some recommendations to improve the occupational
status of social researchers to their satisfaction.
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Comparative Literature
at the Universities of Arabian Peninsula:

Reality and Ambition
A Practical Study

Dr. Ahmed Al- Tami
Dr. Burhan Abu- Asali

Abstract

The aim of this research is to draw an approximative picture of the
factual situation of comparative literature and its teaching at the
universities of Arabian Peninsula. Through this picture, whose
materials and facts where provided by chairmen and professors of
comparative literature of the universities under study, the research will
endeavour to thoroughly examine the problems and obstacles facing
comparative literatures in both its teaching and spreading.

In addition, this paper will try to clarify the importance and necessity
of comparative literature as a method of literary criticism in studying
world literatures, revealing their hidden meanings, and discovering the
creative texts deserving attention and study.

Thus, this research comes to fill a gap in the history of Arabic
comparative literature studies by shedding light on an important part
of the Arab World which lacks more studies in the area of comparative
literatue.
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Theorization and Application
in the Llistoriography of Ibn Khaldoon
Readings in the ‘Muqgaddimah’

Dr. Jamil Musa Al- Najjar

Abstract

The historiographical thought of Ibn Khaldoon formed an important aspect of the
comprehensive, creative aspect thought of that well-known Arab scholar. But the
historical aspect of that comprehensive, creative thought has not got the attention it
deserves by historians. There are still many issues connected, for example, with the
historical method and criticism which are in need of more research.

This study deals with the method of Ibn Khaldoon in his review of the historical
events included in his “Mugaddimah”, which he used as evidence of the mistakes
made by his antecedent historians, their inaccuracy in transmitting the historical
events, and their lack for criticizing mechanisms. Ibn Khaldoon made his
“Mugaddimah” to be a criterion for writing correct history, in all its topics on top of
which was “the science of urbanization” known today as sociology. But when he dealt
with those historical events that his antecedent historian erroneously recorded,
according to his point of view, he often contradicted the criteria he used in his
“Mugaddimah” to act as instructions for historians in writing correct history void of
mistakes, exaggerations, and lies, which he did not comply with. So Ibn Khaldoon
theorized something, and practiced something else. The current study tries to clarify
this contravention. It gives examples of the historical events and issues Ibn Khaldoon
dealt with in the “Mugaddimah”. It shows how he explained, surveyed, and analyzed
in a way far from the criteria he put so that these criteria would be used by the
historians who would come later. Prior to discussing these examples, this paper has
dealt with criticism explaining its significance in history writing. Then it has surveyed
Ibn Khaldoon'’s classification of historians and his criticism of their work and the
reasons behind the faults in their work followed by the criteria he put to correct those
mistakes. Then the paper discusses the extent Ibn Khaldoon adhered to those criteria
in his history book “Al-lbar”. In another section the extent of applying these criteria in
the “Mugaddimah” has been discussed to form the main topic of this study.
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The Lnvironmental Issues

In The Qatari Newspapers

Dr. Hassan lbrahim Al-Mohannadi

Dr. Rabiah Sabah Al-Kuwari

Abstract

The purpose behind this study is to highlight the Qatari newspapers Coverage of
environmental issues with regard to quantity, quality, geographical sphere, place in the
newspapers, source and writing style. The study also discusses to what extent these
newspapers are concerned with the environment, as well as their contribution toward making
people environmentally as aware.

This study has scrutinized (1191) issues of the Qatari daily newspapers, from the 1st of July
2003 up to the 31st of July 2004. After searching environment related topics published in these
newspapers.

The study concludes that:

« The newspapers are concerned with wildlife life at the expense of the environmental issues.

+ In comparison to other geographical spheres, the environment has gained more coverage.
However, this coverage has focused on the activities of environmental institutions without a
proper analysis or serious discussion. The Arabian and regional environmental issues were
clearly over looked.

«  Environment-related topics don’t have front page priority in publishing.

+ Most environmental issues are in the form of news. Writers, caricaturists and readers
usually ignore them.

The study provides the following recommendations:

+ Specifying a daily page in each newspaper for environmental affairs and training the

concerned staff as well.
« Newspapers should have freedom to write a bout local environment issues.
+ Giving up the traditional writing style while handling this issue.
+ Regional and Arabian environmental issues should be paid more attention.
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The role of the media
in promoting environmental awareness in Jordan

Dr. Ali Al- Ananzah

Abstract

This study evaluated the degree of the media success in promoting
environmental awareness in Jordan by means of reviewing
newspapers, journals, radio, television, and focused workshops and
conferences. It was discovered that during the period 1990 - 2000,
more than 160 issues dealing with the environment were covered. In
addition to evaluating the influence of the media, a questionnaire was
carried out on 1000 members of the general public. 78.7 % of the
sample indicated that the media played a significant role in their
environmental awareness, and 82.5 % believed that the media
focused on the environmental problems that preoccupied the
Jordanians. Using the F test the study found that at the confidence
level (=<=0.05) there was no significant differences in the responses
according to the district or level of the parents education. On the other
hand the F test showed at the confidence level (<=0.01) that there
were significant differences in responses depending on gender, their
dwelling place, and the job and income of the father.
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L cological Lducation
Lrom an Islamic Perspective

Dr. A. Al- Alatif Al- Mahmoud

Abstract

During the last decades of the 20" century, and the beginning of the 21% century,
there has been an increased risk of pollution of the environment This is why local,
regional and international organizations work with many countries in order to control
pollution and plan to keep a safer environment fon the benefit of the coming
generation (continuous environment).

The most responsible of such work the human being, upon whom the whole burden
lies. But in order to respond to the needs of human kind, one needs psychological
refining, creatve education and responsible upbringing.

It has been proved that religiors guidance has a great impact on the behavior of
religiors people.

In Islamic religion there are many guidances and teachings that wge people to
keep the environment safe and use it in beneficial, harmless ways.

This research has dealt with the definition of the environment; its comprehensive
and balanced components; the risks it encounters; the international efforts made to
fight against such risks; the relation between man and the environment; the Islamic
juristic bases telated to ecological behavior; the Islamic instructions to people who are
the users of environment; and the rules of using nature’s components: water, animals,
plants, earth and air.

The researcher has paid special attention ot the ecological education of a Muslim:
in his beliefs, worships, his relation with his Muslim and non fi Muslim brothers, and
that wit the environmment’s natural components.

The research concluded with the legislative principles that have bases in Islam and
can be exploited in setting legislations for keeping the environment safe.
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