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Aspects of the Critical Terminology problems in the Modern
and the Contemporary Arabic Criticism Studies

Muntaha Alharahsheh, Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
Faculty of Arts and Humanitirs, Al al-Bayt University, Mafraq, Jordan.

Abstract

This research deals with major problems related to the critical terminology in the
modern and the contemporary Arabic criticism studies, namely: the multiple names of
one notion, term usage to signify several notions, the lack of terms innovation process,
and the following and the imitating of West. Motives of this research are, firstly, to
identify reasons behind these problems. Secondly, to clarify impact of such problems on
modern and contemporary Arabic criticism, and thirdly to introduce a methodical ways,
may, help in solving such problems. This research has demonstrated that the paradox is,
after all, a reason that would lead to results, because in the absence of innovation,
originality, vision, philosophy and method in Arabic criticism, all these reasons can only
result in ambiguity and marginalization and thus, lead to confusion in usage and
handling.

Keywords: (Arabic Criticism, Modern Criticism, Terminology, Critical Terminology).
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The Abbasid Caliphate Authority During the Buwayhid
Dominance period (334 —447 A.H/ 946 — 1055 A.D)

Modar Adnan Telfah, Faculty of Arts, AL-Isra University, Amman, Jordan.

Abstract

The historical march of the Abbasid caliphate has ended to an official separation of
the authority in the Buwayhid dominance period into purely religious authority singled
out by the Abbasid Caliphs based in Dar Al Celiphate and worldly authority expressed
by Muslims as (reign or Dominance) exercised by the Buwayhid kings by the absolute
authorization that was given to them by the Abbasid caliphs.

The religious authority characterized by the caliphs in this period was controlled by
(Dar-Al-Khilapha) the Caliphate court which included a number of staff supervising on
the Caliphs jurisdictions in Islamic and religious aspects. The most important aspects are
prayer pilgrimage the judiciary and the noblemen syndicate in addition to the non-
Muslim institutions or (Ahl-Addimmah).
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Franks Campaign to Antioch and the L essons L earned

Saleh Daradkeh, Department of History,Faculty od Arts, University of Jordan,
Amman, Jordan.

Abstract

The fal of Antioch 1097 A.D in the hands of crusaders surprise the West
and the East, for the reason of its vulnerability, as it's surrounded by high walls,
high mountains and water basins. Also the Seljuk in Syria and the Peninsula of
L afrate Were more numerous and various.

This research aims to study this historic event through the primary Arab and
foreign sources to clarify the positions of the many parties involved in this
conflict with the Antioch site impregnable and its importance in the Christian
and Islamic worlds.

The researcher clarifies reasons and factors that have helped crusadersin the
acquisition of this strategic city, then the researcher clarified the reasons of
Seljuk forces failure in restoring the city. Moreover, the researcher found that
the severe enmity and hostility between the Seljuk rulers, in addition to the poor
relationship between the Seljuk and Fatimid State, which was rushing to control
the Levant. Thus, was one of the most important reasons for this failure.

This situation has been repeated in the Arab and Islamic history, seeing that
they never learned from the historical lessons.
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“Muharriq": From Historians' Interpretationsto Poetic
Renderings

Irsan Ramini, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Arts,
Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This article questions the common belief that the royal nickname "muharrig”, which
widely occurs in pre-lslamic poems, was used for different kings from different royal
Arab families. It argues that as far as poetry is concerned, "muharriq”" belonged to one
and sole king, and that this king was the Ghassanid al-Harith the junior (al-asghar), who
ruled towards the end of the sixth century. To prove this assumption, the article first
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examines the poetic materials where muharriq appears in a context that may encourage
readers to identify him as a Lakhmid king. It, then, examines the rest of poetic materials
where commentators identify muharriq as a Lakhmid king but on no basis whatsoever. In
both cases, the examination illustrates that muharriq was not possibly a Lakhmid but a
Ghassanid king. Subsequently, the article clarifies the very identity of this Ghassanid
muharriq and concludes that he is a-Harith alAsghar b. 'Amr Abi Shamir b. al-Harith al-
Akbar b. Jabala. In view of this conclusion, the political connection of many pre-Idamic
poems is to be reconsidered, let alone long standing concepts of the tribes' relations with
both Lakhmid and Ghassanid kingdoms in the last phases of their history.
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Islamic Media Satellite Channels... Appeasement or
fragmentation

Hatem Al Alawneh, Department of Journalism, Faculty of Mass
Communication, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Ezzat Hijab, Department of Radio and Television, Faculty of Mass
Communication, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

The study aims at drawing attention to the role Islamic Media saglite Channels play
in either bridging the gaps of understanding or further its fragmentation from the
viewpoint of syndicates members in the province of Irbid. It further sheds light on the
magnitude and scope of exposure that such media outlets constitute and the incentives
behind their follower's loyalty and the needs it feeds.

Considered afirst initiative of its kind, a survey method using a questionnaire was
employed to collect the data. A total sample of 376 syndicates represent the seven
unions that constitute Irbid province's Union/Syndicates.

Results came out to prove that the magjority of the study's subjects receive constant
exposure to Islamic media outlets and that they are represented by those who are
registered affiliates in various |slamic movements.

The study further shows that the majority of syndicates expressed satisfaction for
the topics and programs presented by such outlets and that their level of credibility
proved to be one of a high level, peaking to around 92.7% of the syndicates confidence.

Results confirmed that syndicates members see Islamic Media outlets, through their
popular support, as contributing to Islamic issues, bridging the gaps among them, as well
as portraying a positive image about Islam and Muslimsin general.
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Developing Internet Social Capital Scalein Jordanian
Society

Mohammed Al-Hour ani, Department of Sociology and Social Work, Faculty of
Arts, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.

Abstract

This study aimed at developing internet social capital scale (ISCS) in Jordanian
society, then, to reveal the content of two types of socia capital (Bonding and Bridging)
for internet users, Dmitri Williams scale’'s was translated and applied on a sample of
(281) internet usersin the caves of university street in Irbid city.

Factor analysis was used, and loadings over 0.500 were accepted. (13) Items were
in bonding subscale and (18) items were in bridging subscale. Principle components
analysis developed (10) factors and reliability was (0.91). The findings of the study
showed that internet users have socia capital (bonding and bridging), and there are no
statistically significance of Gender, place of residence, level of education, working
status, religion, age, and household income.
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Amerah

3- Consider the writer's degree of success. Here, your opinion ultimately
depends upon your personal response to the text. With reference to your
own experience and background knowledge, you can interpret and respond
to the writer’ s message.

e Atleast one page.

FORM:
Use standard grammar and English (slang is not appropriate).
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The Linguistic Component in the Advanced- Level Reading Program

APPENDI X
The Critique Assignment
(Reading and Writing)

The critique assignment is an example of a text written to be read. It has a
coherent structure which involves an introduction, a conclusion, and structured
paragraphs linked by discourse markers. The style is formal, and the author’s
intention isto present an argument in a coherent way.

Goal: to develop analysis, synthesis, and evaluation skills in Advanced-
level university students.

Guidelines:
- Summary
1- Read carefully the reading selection.

2- Summarize the reading. Exclude some details which are not important to the
author’ s message.

3- Present the author’ s view rather than your own.
e Lessthan one page.
I1- Personal Response (Analysis)

1- Anayse the reading and select the magjor theme(s), or message(s) presented
in reading. Consider the author’ s message(s) and method.

2- Examine the part of the text in relation to the whole, clarifying functions
and interrelationships, and calling attention to symbols, words, sound
effects, tone, figurative devices, and motifs.

3- Select specific examples from the text to support the analysis.
e Atleast one page.

I11- Reader Response (Synthesis)

1- Evaluate the reading by expressing your

Agreement or disagreement with the them(s) of the reading. Support your
position by providing examples or aternatives.

2- Record your impressions, comments, and reasons why you react
strongly/lightly to the reading, providing examples where necessary.
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offering more advanced reading instruction and practice than it is the case at
present, especialy for students majoring in tranglation and in literature, who
need to be fluent readers for their academic future. In the new century, reading is
bound up with the general process of education. | would argue that an important
educational goal is to enhance students learning through reading. Reading
research should aim at the improvement of the advanced reading skill.

An empirical study is recommended to explain how much contribution
literary selections as well as cultural aspects can contribute to the students
language skillsin general, and reading skillsin particular. Such an inquiry would
make use of the results obtained.
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interpret the author's message. Selected texts should represent a variety of
genres that would expose students to organizational patterns and devices that
they need to recognize in academic literary and non-literary texts. Selections can
be “graded by focus’ in which the focus is on one or more of the rhetorical
functions.

The Assessment Schemein the Proposed Reading Program

Reading tests will address linguistic, reading, and literary levels of
competence. Firstly, assessment measures will include the students’ ahility to
make connections among textual elements, and interpret those connections to
make inferences, and to recognize the connotative value of words. Testing
involves assessing the students’ ability to show an understanding of the genre,
style, and content of atext and to generate expectations about the purpose of the
writing. They must show ability to reach conclusions, contextualize, and
evaluate. Testing techniques will also consider how much of a frame of
reference they can use in comparing and contrasting the texts studied. Secondly,
assessment measures, in this program, will include testing the student readers
ability to integrate writing into the assessment of reading.

Conclusion: Implications and Recommendations

The implications of the provision of literary texts into the advanced reading
syllabus may fall into four major concerns. Firstly, since the message in atext is
dependent on the student reader’s ability to relate the new input to his own
existing knowledge as well as to his purpose in reading, it is necessary to
maximize the role of the pre-reading phase. Secondly, the major concern in
teaching reading is no longer seen as providing a collection of skills and
abilities. Rather, the focus of attention is now on discourse skills, i.e. the process
of learning, or what Widdowson (1996:67) calls “autonomous learning.” This
also implies that the student readers own experience has become of primary
importance. The third implication highlights a concern for issues of negotiation
and interaction among participants “to invest the language with their own
personalities’, making language purposeful, or “a redlity for learners.”
(Widdowson, 1998:715) Finally, students autonomy can be shown in the way
they evaluate and respond to literary and non-literary texts as well as in their
ability to transfer what is learnt to wider contexts.

In the light of what has been said thus far, it is recommended that student
readers should be made fully aware of the nature of aobjectives of the advanced-
level reading course, i.e. the relevance of the inclusion of literary selections to
their present and future needs. It is equally important that course materias,
methodology, and students’ achievement be evaluated at the end of the program
by the instructor and the students themselves. There is, also, a pressing need for
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events, and generalize from features of the given literary text to features of the
literary tradition or non-literary selections. For example, a unit involving three
contrasting texts which, however, are linked by a unifying theme (e.g.,
alienation) can be presented in a modern poem, in which aspects of ordinary life
are viewed through the eyes of a visitor from another planet. A second literary
text (e.g., "An Ancient Legend of Ireland” in Nolan-Woods and Foll, 1986: 94-
102) is then presented, in which the story-teller presents a view of heroic life of
long ago, aspects of which may appear alien to the present day reader. A third
literary text (e.g., "A Dramatic Sketch from Nolan-Woods and Foll", ibid: 99-
101) givesthe reader an insight into a modern form of alienation.

More importantly, students should be encouraged to produce creative
responses; they should not replicate their instructors views. Part of our
pedagogy, indeed, must encourage ‘points of view' or what Elliott (1990:191)
calls ‘genuine responses’ to texts. This shift from the arbitrary personal-response
to an academic-oriented reader-response would generate intellectual challenge,
promote reading proficiency, and offer individual insight and perspective. The
process may also develop the students’ writing skills and make them familiar
with literary conventions.

The Selection of Literary Texts

The selection of literary texts should include such headings as educational,
cultural, and linguistics. The decision on these criteria must involve factors such
as the teacher’s experience and judgment, in fact, the student’s interest and
needs should be the paramount concern.

The Educational Factors

The purpose of a particular course is the most important factor to be taken
into account. The criteria for selection and use of literary works must lead to a
recognition of the needs and interest of particular groups.

The Cultural Factors

At advanced levels of reading, dealing with different cultural experiences
will not only activate the students schemata but also enrich it through proper
interaction provided that sufficient time is given to the building of the requisite
schemata through the pre-reading stage. Pedagogically, these texts will be
graded according to complexity, for example, by starting with relatively simple
literary texts from which student readers may generalize to ordinary life.

TheLinguistic Factors

The instructor must be sensitive to the needs of the students and the aims
specified. For example, a text can be selected because it stimulates students to
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words and word classes (Grammar), and the author’s use of other constructions
in phrases and sentences (Syntax). They should also focus on how the text fits
together (Cohesion) and the ways in which linguistic items give a sense of
coherence and texture to the text. Students are also asked to examine the use of
sound features (Phonology), and other rhetorical devices, and focus on the layout
of the text. More importantly, students should discuss the effects that the above
linguistic features can create; how they provide insights into literary
interpretation. For example, if the assigned text is a poem, studentsin this part of
the critique assignment are expected to show what it is that marks it out as
belonging to this specific genre: how poets manipulate language to express
themselves; how they experiment with language by deviating from the general
rules for the creation of poetic meaning. In the critique assignment, student
readers will also need to examine the ways in which authors use language to
create their tone, mood, and setting.

It is necessary for students to consider al the above elements when they
analyse texts. However, they should be able to justify their choice of any of them
in their analysis, and use specific examples from the text to show how language
isused in order to create the effects desired. That isto say, they are asked to read
critically, weighing, for example, an author’s claims and interpretations against
evidence provided in the author’s text. The analytic structure of the text can be
explained and taught through language activities which engage students in the
process of reconstructing the author's creation of discourse. Classroom
discussion can provide a valuable forum for exposing different personal
responses. They try to explore relationships between literary and non-literary
texts by writing down the qualities which differentiate literary from non-literary
texts. By studying a variety of texts in the way discussed above, the student
readers will be encouraged to construct their own frameworks to evaluate the
effectiveness of their texts.

Reader Response Activities (Synthesis)

At this stage, students' responses can be very individual, and students have
the freedom to express their own ideas about what the text means to them. For
example, the student readers learn to put together (synthesize) the things that
seem important to them, orally and by writing. They take the responsibility to
construct a text by writing ideas that develop, extend, and complement the
author’s text. They learn to project the author’s points of view and evaluate,
accept, or reject a particular point of view according to their context or
experience, expressing the reason for the way they feel the way they do. They
relate the content of the text to their personal life and experience (see
Rossenblatt, 1978:24), their understanding of reality, and to the experiences of
other writers. Consequently, the student readers can make links to present
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reading. Pre-reading activities can help students activate and build their own
background knowledge through student generated predictions, and text-
previewing activities. Following his schema activation, they should be allowed
the opportunity to apply the newly gained background knowledge to the
interpretation of similar texts. They need to keep the related prior knowledge in
memory while they are reading. Finally, they need to actively make inferences
that link new to the given for post-reading creative and critical applications.

Systematic Knowledge Activities (During Reading)

Explicit instruction in text structure and analysis of linguistic choices can
facilitate learning from text. The analytic activities may proceed from the
grammatical to the lexical aspects of cohesion, and be built on a hierarchical
basis, from easy to difficult. Student readers also need to work on the meaning
of complex grammatical sentences. Prediction is, indeed, an essentia
psycholinguistic strategy that facilitates the interaction between knowledge
accumulated in the brain and text-based knowledge.

Reading and Critique Writing (Post- Reading Activities)

The value of reading lies in what the student is able to do with what he
reads. Thus, a form of writing which may be practiced with reading at an
advanced undergraduate level is the critique assignment (see Appendix).The
goal is to develop analysis, synthesis, and evaluation skills. However, critiques
of advanced undergraduates will be treated as a basis for critical discussion in
class. Critique writing will involve the following components:

Summary Activities

Students provide a brief summary of the assigned reading selection.
However, it is necessary for students in this section to consider the purpose and
audience (what the author is trying to communicate to his intended audience.
The context (situation) and subject matter (topicality) are, indeed, included. Such
details are important to the author’ s message.

Personal Response Activities (Analysis)

Having identified what the author's illocutionary act (i.e. his
intention/purpose), students can then go on to examine how the author says what
he intends to say. Students, here, are required to show an understanding of the
author’s message(s) and method, or style. In order to do so, they are asked to
find out what gives the text its particular qualities. Indeed, students here are
encouraged to examine both linguistic and literary issues in the assigned text. In
other words, they concentrate on lexica choices (Semantic field) and
connotations of the lexis. They should pay attention to the use of certain types of
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of communicative situations.Literary texts encourage a dynamic interaction
between reader-text-and external world in the course of which the reader is
constantly trying to form a coherent picture of the text. An example of such an
interaction is: “A Martian Sends a Postcard Home” by Craig Rain (1979), a
contemporary English poet that does not conform with our expected frames of
reference. (The word ‘telephon€’ is represented in a different way as something
that sleeps and snores)

Students' literary competence, (i.e. their understanding of the appropriate
literary conventions which mark a text) can also be improved. Students of
literature and tranglation can be exposed to the total communicative situations
and environment of different kinds of discourse. Take, for example, the spoken
mode. Literary texts serve to raise learners awareness of the ways that lexical
items are employed to end conversations, to identify the main topic, or underlie a
significant theme, and how silences and pauses are aso employed in
conversations as deliberate strategies to produce power, suspension, and threats
(see the famous ending of Samuel Beckett's play “Waiting for Godot”,1956:94).
Furthermore, the effects of literary functions of repetition as opposed to those of
non-literary are the result of an iconic relationship between form and meaning.
In literary texts, the function of repetition is motivated to create and reinforce
deeper levels of meaning. In non-literary texts, repetition is used as a rhetorical
strategy in the art of persuasion, and an aid to memorability of key ideas (e.g.,
advertising). For example, the poem “A Martian Sends a Postcard Home” could
be compared to a non-literary text, involving directions on how to use the
telephone at a public place to recognize the different functions of literary and
non-literary texts, and the nature of language organization in related discourse
types. Literary competence, then, implies an awareness of certain stylistic
characteristics and conventions involved in different genres, allowing student
readers to direct their attention to the form of the work (e.g. grammar,
vocabulary, stylistic features, etc.) that interact with the writer's intention.
Literary competence, therefore, allows the ability to relate different text types to
each other, within and outside the literary tradition.

A Model for Methodology: An Alter native Pedagogic Approach

This section suggests and justifies a pedagogical model for methodology.
The activities suggested below can be carried out both in class and as
assignments at home.

Schematic Competence Activities (A Pre-Reading Stage):

Direct explanation and lead-in discussion of the upcoming texts can help the
student readers to become familiar with the content and form of the reading
selection, allowing them to bring past schemata to bear upon what they are
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vocabularies and learn how basic word meanings “can take on unexpected
meanings’, and “how context may affect their connotational auras’
(Kern,2000:76,102). They need to know and manipulate “the rules that govern
syntactic relations and clause structure” (Eskey and Grabe, 1988:226) so that
they can understand the propositional content of the F/S language text
(Deving,1988:264) and get at the core (Kernel) of sentences (ibid). Kern
(2000:78), however, suggests that students need to “attend not only to both
vocabulary and syntax, but also to the complex interactions between the
two”. Williams (1983:36), for example, suggests that Halliday and Hassan's
(1976) markers of cohesive relationships, and their functions across sentences
and paragraphs, seem to be an essential part in the student reader’s decoding
skills. Semantically, discourse markers help the reader to have “a better grasp of
the ways in which writers use words to create and maintain textual relationships
by exploiting features like hyponymy and synonymy” (Cooper,1984:131).
Syntactically, discourse markers make linkage between propositions (L ubelska,
1991:569). In fact, Demel’s (1990:285) study in L2 reading provides evidence
that a significant relationship exists between overall reading comprehension and
comprehension of coreferential ties. Within their knowledge of the cohesive
signals, Hatim and Mason (1990:217-218), further, assert that readers(especially
trandlation students) need to understand and refer “to the way subsequent
discourse re-uses previous themes or plans.

WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT LITERARY TEXTSIN THE ADVANCED
READING PROGRAM?

It could be argued that particular features of literary works promote the
learners’ linguistic competence. At the usage level, reading a literary text can
provide students with the opportunity to explicitly analyze grammatical patterns
to appreciate the function of simple and complex grammatical structures,
recognizing their role in creating texture in adjacent clauses and sentences. From
the point of view of discourse, studying literary texts provides unique
opportunities for student readers to develop their textual competence Literature
and tranglation students can approach a broader concept of lexical cohesion.

In addition to developing linguistic knowledge at the usage level, reading
literary material, if properly presented, can help in the development of "CC". In
Hatim and Mason's (1990:226) view, trandators should be" constantly aware of
the need to reconstruct the entire gestalt of the text from the individua
fragments'. However, getting the students to read and view the literary work as a
whole implies the possibility (especialy for tranglation students) of expressing
the work's overall intentionality rather than feeling obliged to a given line. In
this case, it could be argued that literary material is a rich source for providing
the student readers with that opportunity to identify and examine a whole range
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and the kind of relationship the writer intends between two parts of his
text. According to Halliday and Hasan (1976:17), cohesion is the set of semantic
relations that link sentences and parts of sentences with what has gone before
(anaphora) or with items yet to come (cataphora), enabling a passage to function
as a semantic unit where one element presupposes the other in the sense that it
cannot be comprehended except by recourse to it (ibid: 4). In William's
(1983:36) view, to become effective readers, EFL/ESL learners must have the
ability to recognize the five cohesive relationships in English (see Halliday and
Hasan, 1976:16).

However, a text hangs together not only cohesively but also coherently.
Coherence helps the reader to arrive at the writer's intended meaning
(illocutionary act) to perform a function ant to recognize and understand the
organizational model and the different types of the patterns thought that underlie
the text's organization. The student readers must also be able to evaluate and
respond to the text (perlocutionary act) and employ a wide range of strategies
(see Brown and Yule, 1983:223; Hatim and Mason). 1990:60; Bell, 1991:212-
213. Coherence, further, enables readers to go beyond the discourse-producer's
intended message by drawing possible inferences based on other notions
(presupposition) Moreover, according to the cooperative principle (see Grice,
19975:45) and its associated four maxims (Quantity, Quality, Relation, and
Manner of discourse), the correlation relationships between form and function
and the violations of it can be interpreted by the reader (see Allen and
Widdowson, 1974b).

The Interactive Rolesin Text Processing

Written discourse is a communication process through which awriter and a
reader negotiate meaning via the written text. In that interaction, the two
interlocutors cooperate with various degrees to abide by a set of rules which
refer to Grice's (ibid) four maxims. Successful communication in written
language will crucially depend on the writer-reader shared knowledge related to
universes of discourse. When the writer and reader of a given text employ
different conventions, the contract between them falls apart and comprehension
can suffer (Kern, 2000:109).

The Practical Abilities of the EFL/ESL Reader

Theoretical and practical research provides evidence in relating successful
reading directly to general language proficiency in the TL (see, for example,
Devine, 1988:261).

At the micro level of abstraction (bottom-up processing), researchers (e.g.,
Eskey and Grabe, 1988:225) contend that fluent readers must have large
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The Role of Schemata in Under standing Discour se

The interactive character of reading involves a two-way process. bottom-up,
or the micro level, and the top-down, or the macro level (see Brown and Yule,
1983:234). In the former, the reader is a text analyst, relying more on decoding
lexical, semantic, orthographic, and syntactic features from the printed page. In
the latter, the reader is a builder of the meaning of the text, relying on
background knowledge of genre and topic rather than the text (see Hatim and
Mason, 1990:226), and making predictions derived from the visual information
available on the page. Recent research (e.g., Kern, 2000; Bell, 1991; Hatim and
Mason, 1990; among others) in the EFL/ESL theory, however, has suggested
that the reader draws simultaneously, but selectively, from all sources of
knowledge that operate in bottom-up/top-down. It is a schema theoretic model
(Bell, 1991:60) about knowledge, known to individuals as part of their previous
experience about the world. From the point of view of gestalt psychologists
(behaviour studied as undivided wholes), these schemata facilitate the use of this
knowledge for  predictions and inference  purposes  (Hirsch,
1988:40). Widdowson (1983:34), in this respect, states that schemas also enable
us to relate new information (input data made available by bottom-up analysis)
to already known information (schemata stored in memory). In this sense, new
data help alert old information to start predicting in a top-down fashion.
According to reading (and writing) researchers (see, for example, Kern, 2000),
the interaction between previous knowledge and the information at hand looks
like the characterization of presupposition in cohesive relations (a claim that |
shall later try to substantiate). Of course, from the point of view of ‘giveness,’
Brown and Y ule (1983) make plain that comprehension occurs as a result of two
issues: (1) on the one hand, the reader can relate new information “theme” to
given information “Rheme” (ibid:154,179-80); (2) the reader, on the other hand,
is able to recognize a link, or interaction between what is being presented, and
what has been inferred (ibid:260).This implies that the reader’ s knowledge of the
world is an important factor in controlling inferences.

The Role of Microstructure (Bottom-Up) and Macrostructure (Top-Down)
in Under standing Discour se

The distinction between microstructure and macrostructure involves
cohesion in text and coherence in discourse.

Cohesion is the propositional relation between parts of a discourse
(Widdowson, 1979h:87), and the “locutionary force” of a speech act “through
sentences which are linked by cohesion” (Bell, 1991: 163; origina emphases).
The text, in this sense, is held together by particular linguistic means, or
cohesive devices, which help the readers to work out the meaning of sentences
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Knowledge of Language

Capacity
Systematic Knowledge of Interpretative | Schematic
Usage “Linguistic Procedures | K nowledge of Use™ CC”
Competence’

(Widdowson's Model of “CC” (1984))
Definition of the Learner’s*“CC” in the Normal System of Communication

Widdowson (1978: 248) sees “CC" as “a set of strategies or creative
procedures’ where meanings are negotiated at the discourse level whether
spoken or written by the skillful deployment of shared knowledge of code and
rules of language use, and asserts that what the F/S language learners need to
develop in the learning process is a basic underlying capacity to learn.

The Reading Component in the Advanced-L evel Reading Program

Reading, at an advanced level in particular, must have a mgjor role in the
system of communication. However, researchers (see, for example, Swaffar et
a., 1991) contend that EFL/ESL university students experience problems in
making the transition from skills acquisition courses to the reading of subject-
specific texts. Kern (2000: 108-109) suggests, that the real issue of reading lies
in the ‘creation of discourse'. To achieve this, reading requires of the EFL/ESL
students particular skills which must be developed through teaching.

The Nature of Reading

Goodman describes reading as a “Psycholinguistic game’, or a
“Psychalinguistic process’ (1988:12), in that it “starts with a linguistic surface
representation encoded by a writer and ends with meaning which the reader
constructs’. Goodman, then, develops this idea arguing that successful readers
“are both effective and efficient” (ibid). Firstly, they are effective readers in
being able to construct a meaning of atext that is often determined by the degree
of fit between the textual features of the text and the reader’'s actual
comprehension of the meaning intended by the writer. Secondly, Goodman
argues that readers are efficient in being able to select minimal language cues
from the page to predict meaning. Most importantly, Goodman continues, this
selectivity is supported by past experiences and knowledge of the language. As
suggested by Goodman (1988), Widdowson (1979b), and Grabe (1991), reading
is aconstructive as well as a selective process.

Attention, thus, focuses on three interactive and interdependent issues: the
reader, the text, and the interaction of the reader and the text and beyond to the
writer of the text (Alderson and Urquhart, 1984: Preface).

98



The Linguistic Component in the Advanced- Level Reading Program

TheLinguistic Component in the Advanced- L evel Reading Program

What knowledge do EFL/ESL learners need in order to function
communicatively? It is now axiomatic that “CC” be proposed as a general,
theoretical base for foreign/second (F/S) language learning and teaching. (see,
for example, Savignon, 1983; Bachman and Savignon 1986; Kramsch 1986;
Sato and Kleinsasser 1999; among others). However, in examining descriptions
of models of language, and definitions of “CC” proposed since the 1970s (as
shown below), it seems that the notion of “CC” does not lack difficulties of
transferring knowledge.

To begin with, under sociolinguistic and ethnographic influences, Del
Hymes (1971:267, 282) concept of “CC” describes the interaction between
language use and the context of situation.Viewing language in terms of the
communicative functions it has evolved to serve, Halliday (1975) is more
interested in the idea of ‘potential’ (the communicative force of linguistic
forms), and its link to the context of culture (ibid:44,52). It is suggested however
that what is lacking in Hymes' concept of “CC” (see Bachman and Savignon,
1986: 381) and in Halliday’s model (see Widdowson, 1978) is a kind of
interaction between a knowledge of language and an ability to use it. From the
point of view of discourse, Canale and Swain’s (1980: 41) theoretical framework
of “CC” necessitates four kinds of knowledge:

Grammatical Competence, Sociolinguistic Competence, Discourse
Competence and Strategic Competence (Canale and Swain’s M odel (1980))

However, Savignon (1983:50) raises the important issue of the interactive
nature of Canale and Swain's (1980) four competencies since language
strategies have unfortunately been treated as linguistic notions, on a par with the
grammatical, sociolinguistic, and discourse categories.

In an attempt to resolve the problem of interaction between a knowledge of
language and an ability to use it (see Figure2), "CC" is made workable, or as
Widdowson, (2000:5) says, * amenable to use’ by providing opportunities that
would alow learners to engage with language by exploiting their existing
knowledge as well as appropriate the language themselves for learning (ibid,
1998:713). The purpose “isto get learnersto invest a general capacity for further
learning” in the real world (ibid: 715).
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reading text as an extended reading comprehension, and focus mainly on
obtaining the correct answer. Furthermore, lacking the necessary skills to read
critically and negotiate different levels of meaning, EFL students seem to have a
negative attitude to the text itself, and thus become reluctant readers. It may also
be the case that they prefer the memorization of ready-made interpretations of
texts to the enjoyment of developing their own skills of perception. If thisisthe
case, we will continue having undergraduates whose critical abilities remain
untapped and atrophied. These challenges, when combined with the difficulties
posed by a partial knowledge of the TL, motivate the researcher to examine the
defined course aims when planning advanced-level reading programs.

This paper supports the suggestion that literary selections provide an
excellent content of an advanced reading program, which can best meet the
language and future of academic needs of EFL undergraduates. The paper,
however, suggests the planning of an integrated reading curriculum covering
language and literary texts, without excluding other non-literary materials.
Specificaly, the purpose is to show the value of reading in the system of
communication, and its relation to literary perceptions. The paper, thus,
investigates the nature of communicative competence and its implications for the
teaching of reading. It also proposes that there are vital advantages of including
literary materials that would expose the students under consideration to authentic
language interactions, providing them with the necessary “CC” that has to be
acquired, and extending their reading competence to familiarity with literary
perceptions. It also outlines a model involving pedagogical principles that will
encourage the student readers to discuss, generalize, explore relationships, and
form personal and reading responses to the texts they study. The paper presents a
number of suggestions for the selection and grading of reading materials to be
used, emphasizing the need for criteria to establish the suitability and usefulness
of texts in relation to the relevant purposes of learning, and groups of learners.
But, what is to be learned from the selection of texts is determined by how we
teach these texts. Finaly, the paper suggests ways in which the student readers
progress is assessed and evaluated.

Literary study, in this paper, is any kind of writing in prose or verse which
does not aim at communicating facts or information, but directs attention to the
expressive nature of literary works and the varieties of language use that belong
to different genres. It is important to include, in addition to literary texts, non-
literary prose. The rationale is that while non-literary texts, are “representational
in intention” (Newmark, 1988:6) and can sensitize students to what Widdowson
(1983) terms the ‘conventional schemata of ordinary discourse, exposing
students to both varieties of prose (literary and non-literary) will enhance their
reading, literary, and communicative competences.
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Relevance of Literary Textsto University Advanced-L evel Reading
Programs. ThreeInteractive Processes

Nihal Ameira”

Abstract

This paper aims at describing how levels of response to literary works (literary
competence) interact with levels of communicative competence (CC) in learning a
foreign language (FL). It attempts to highlight the importance of planning an advanced
English reading program when learning a foreign language in relevance to EFL tertiary-
level students of language and literature, and to those with a specia interest in
tranglation. The paper suggests that the student’s competence in using language is more
likely to be successful when the study of literary texts is related to reading skill
developments. The aim is to highlight the interaction processes involved in reading and
understanding literary works, and enhancing communicative competence. The
suggestion is that literature -by the peculiar nature of its deployment of language, or
‘universes of discourse’ in terms of the linguistic, cultural, and literary experience
inherent in each literary selection- will assist the student reader in vicariously
experiencing the total communicative situation, and creatively utilizing the language
capacity required for the successful uses of the TL. Such a reading program will govern
the choice of the teaching method, which will involve specific criteria (linguistic,
cultural, and educational) by which the teacher can be guided for the selection and
grading of materials. The paper suggests a number of activities to illustrate its main
theme and assessment techniques for the evaluation of students' learning and abilities to
apply what they have learnt to improve their communicative competence.

Background

There may be many university-level EFL learners who regard literary study
as an unnecessary indulgencein their field of specialization.

“Majoring in trandation, why the hell should literary study be part of the
advanced reading program?’ is a typical question posed by some translation
students. There are aso the literature undergraduate students who also question
the relevance of literary texts to the practical concerns of the advanced reading
program. These students' remarks are revealing and apply to most of non-native
English students (see, for example, Greenwood, 1989:92). What seems to put the
EFL students off is that, motivated by examinations, they expect to deal with the
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8- Prince (1981b) does not define the term link and does not even consider those
constituents that can be listed under this category. My assumption regarding verbs
here is no more than afilling-in-the-gap exercise.

9- Besides, in some languages such as Japanese and Quechua some particles are used.

10- The term communicative dynamism is used in the sense of Firbas (1966: 270): a
criterion according to which the information status of the constituents are viewed,
S0 as to guarantee the hetrogeniety of the text, i.e., not al itemsin the discourse are
new (because the message cannot be totally understood), and not al of them are old
(because that won't help the discourse to move forward).
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Notes

1- Following Chafe (1970: 213), we would like to assume that, as a general tendency,
“those surface structures items which reflect new information are (with some
exceptions) spoken with a higher pitch (and greater amplitude) than those which
reflect old information”. Bolinger (1972: 633) restates the same idea by saying that
tonic stress "is a matter of information, not structure". Allerton and Cruttenden
(1979: 49) paraphrase this idea as " words with low informational content ... are
unlikely to receive a nuclear stress, whereas words with high information content
... arelikely to receive anuclear stress."

2- Allerton & Cruttenden (1979) show how an intransitive verb may fail to receive tonic
stress, which gets shifted on to the definite subject. In the same vein, Faber (1987)
subcategorizes intransitive sentence with regard to tonic stress placement. The
present study deals with the same issue in more unifying terms.

3- The discussion here is inspired by Chafe’'s (1970: 214) question: “why does a noun
which conveys old information have to be either definite or generic?’ According to
Chafe, “the trouble with sentences like (a box is empty or sm boxes are empty
[p:213]) is that they treat something which has to be new information as if it were
old information by placing it first in the surface structure and giving it low pitch.”

4- The discussion here is restricted to English sentences where the typical word order is
SVO. An excellent overview of the theme-rheme distinction is provided in Halliday
(1994) and Szwedek (1977).

5- See Allerton and Cruttenden (1979) for examples where even a definite subject takes
precedence over an intransitive verb to attract tonic stress.

6- It should be pointed out that the discussion here excludes altogether the assignment of
stress for emphasis or contrast6, simply because every lexica item in a certain
context, including prepositions and form words which are marked for “their high
word frequency and their low sentence stress’ (Philips 1983: 487), can be stressed
contrastively. Bolinger (1985: 85) argues that “the focusing of a preposition is like
the focusing of any other word,” but | think we need to draw a distinguishing line
between those stressed contrastively, and those stressed noncontrastively.
Otherwise, the speaker may choose to make a “declared contribution”
(Gussenhoven 1983: 383) to the context, and thus, highlight the meaning of any
lexical item, for “whenever emphatic stress occurs in a sentence, it overrules normal
stress” (Hogg and McCully 1987: 4).

7- Bardovi-Harlig (1983: 23) proposes a scale on which al lexical items are listed
according to their semantic content: “An item is entered on the top of the scale on
its first occurrence.” However, she assumes that pronouns, due to the fact that they
can never betotally new, they cannot, compared to the other lexical items, reach the
top of that scale.
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communicates the higher degree of communicative dynamism in the sentence
becomes less decisive. Each lexical item fits in its context if the choice is
successful. We conclude that primary stress placement at the discourse level isa
matter of how much the stressed constituent contributes to the development of
the text asawhole.
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sentence, plays the highest degree of ‘communicative dynamism’—that is,
pushing the text forward. Contrast:

(28) A- My wife talked to me about what happened yesterday. She doesn’t know
how to keep a secret.

B- My wife talked to me about what happened yesterday. Someone knocked
at thedoor....

The ‘act of taking' in A is far more important than the action that took
place, simply because the second sentence emphasizes the idea by making that
act its theme. On the other hand, B stresses the importance of the action that took
place, not because it belongs to a certain category of lexical items, but, more
importantly, because it displays the highest degree of ‘communicative
dynamism’, resulting in making that action the topic of discussion in the next
most adjacent discourse unit. In other words, (28a) is most appropriate when the
spesker is telling a fact about his wife, but (28b) is most appropriate when
reporting the incident that happened yesterday.

Asfar as primary stress is concerned, the speaker will stress the word talked
in A in an attempt to draw the attention of the hearer(s) to it as he plans to make
it his next topic. In B, on the other hand, talked goes unstressed as the speaker’s
next topic has nothing to do with ‘the act of talking'. In both cases the
accentuation does not convey any sort of contrast, it is just the context that
determines which constituent plays the highest degree of communicative
dynamism, irrespective of (a) the grammatical category of the word, and/or (b)
its position in the sentence.

CONCLUSION

The foregoing discussion brings us back to the definition of the theme and
rheme first proposed by Mathesius (1975), where he defines the two terms
functionally. The relationship between the theme and rheme as functional terms
on the one hand, and the subject and the predicate as grammatical terms on the
other is not one-to-one, for they do not always coincide. Otherwise, the grammar
of the language will not be able to incorporate into its system cases like (27)
above where the grammatical subject (i.e., a man) may be far more salient in the
subsequent discourse than the predicate complement. As for language
teaching/learning, the proposed analysis provides a uniform analyis that
capitalizes on the following assumptions. First, the rules that account for the
accentuation of nominal constituents are the same rules that account for the
accentuation of verbal constituents. Second, there is no need to for
parameterization (i.e. to assume that some verbs are more likely to attract stress
than others. Third, the canonical word order of the constituent which

88



Accentuation of Verbs: A Discourse Analysis

copula here is due to its semantic content at the discourse level). This surely
does not contradict Chafe’'s observation that “the fact that high pitch regularly
reflects new information except that a verb root specified as new is not
represented in the surface structure with high pitch unless it is final” (Chafe
1970: 217). Examples like these emphasize three facts. first, the rules that
account for the accentuation of nouns are the same rules that account for verbs;
second, there is no motivation to assume that some verbs are less likely than
others to undergo the same rules; and third, the position of the constituent which
communicates the higher degree of communicative dynamism in the sentence
becomes less decisive. Each lexical item fits in its context if the choice is
successful. The final point merits further clarification.

In Horne's (1985: 57) terms, the predicate compliment is given precedence
over the grammatical subject. In light of the present discussion, this may not be
true all the time. Consider:

(27) A man called while you where on your break. He said he’d call back later.

Since the grammatical subject he is the theme of the second sentence, | find
no reason not to consider its antecedent A man the rheme of the first sentence,
though it is not part of the predicate. Besides, the fact that the grammatical
subject is indefinite, it adds new information, necessary for pushing the
discourse forward; and thus gets pronominalized in the subsequent discourse.
The noun phrase A man is the rheme, not because it is part of the subject or part
of a certain grammatical category, but, may, in part, be looked at from another
angle: it is the theme (the part that is under current discussion) of the second
clause. The speaker in the first sentence wants to communicate the idea that
there was an act of calling by someone (whom he does not know); in the next
sentence he wants to convey the message of that person (that is, he will call
later). That same person on the second occurrence (i.e., he) is no longer
occupying a focus position in the discourse, ssimply because any constituent
cannot have the same ‘degree of communicative’ dynamism on two or more
successive occurrences in the development of the discourse. Otherwise, the text
will be totally homogeneous, i.e., asif nothing is added to what has already been
presupposed. | would hesitantly use the term ‘fossilization’ of the text in such
instances (or ‘termination’ of the discourse). Making use of analogy, one would
say that a discourse is like a tree with a trunk (theme) and branches (rhemes).
The time the tree stops producing these branches, it reaches a state of dormancy
that, if continues for too long, causes the tree to die.

As a final example to illustrate how the subsequent discourse determines
which constituent, irrespective of its grammatical structure or its position in the
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the part which communicates the highest degree of communicative dynamism—
by being thrown to a focus position, and uttered with highest pitch. That part is
really of most concern to both the encoder and the decoder.

Having established this close theme-rheme interface, it is easy to see why
certain texts are more coherent than others. The more the text follows this
pattern, the more it is continuous, and the more it gives the reader/hearer the
opportunity to anticipate. Even without needing to consider them in larger
contexts, though essential, one may comment why in awritten text (24) below is
far more coherent than (25):

(24) A- have you seen John?
B- I've seen his sister.

(25) A- have you seen John?
B- I ve seen the manager.

To reiterate, because the idea of seeing John is the rheme of the question,
there is no need to continue acquiring that same information status as the
discourse develops; it would better be (part of) the theme in the answer, i.e., be
part of the presupposed knowledge of the interlocutors; This will guarantee the
heterogeneity of the text, and the continuity of the discourse; otherwise,
intelligibility on the part of the reader will be greatly affected. But the important
point is that this may have nothing to do with the grammatical category of the
constituent(s) undergoing the change. Verbs, like nouns, can be accentuated for
reasons other than emphasis or contrast, ssimply because they are potential
carriers of meaning, and so they can push the text forward. We need not, then,
provoke terms like emphasis or contrast to account for one category where,
meanwhile, we can handle the subject matter in more unifying terms.

Given this uniform analysis, we then need not assume that some verbs
convey a higher degree of communicative dynamism than others as Firbas
(1966) does. Consider the following example:

(26) A- heisagood teacher.
B- yes, heis.

In A teacher isthe rheme of the discourse unit, and so it becomes the theme
(i.e, he) of B; as a corollary of the belief that each discourse unit comprises a
theme and a rheme, is on its second occurrence does not communicate the
meaning of contrast whatsoever; rather, it displays the highest degree of
‘communicative dynamism’'—by being thrown to a focus position and uttered
with, relatively higher pitch than the pronoun he (that is, the accentuation of the
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It is interesting to note that the rheme of each sub-part is the theme of the
next, but the topic of discussion for the discourse as awhole is that of keeping in
touch with:

(21a) A-1 still see Harold, who was my best friend in high school
B- And then there’ s Jim, who was my college roommate
C- and Stan and Hilda, who | met in my sophomore year at state

Notice here that in those cases where the same grammatical subject of the
first clause is copied into the next, the verb is the part that plays the highest
degree of communicative dynamism (or the most important element in the
discourse—so to speak) since the verb itself is what pushes the discourse
forward, and at the same time inviting a new constituent to occupy the rhematic
position:

(21b)D- I ve kept in touch with many people from school days. | till see Harold
E- | redly like Jim and Stann. But Harold, | can’t stand him now

In D above, as the most important thing is the idea of keeping in touch with,
many people is not the theme of the next discourse unit: the grammatical subject
| is copied and a new constituent (i.e., Harold) is introduced as the rheme of the
new discourse unit. Interestingly, left-dislocation in E has no effect except
moving the constituent which occupies the nucleus of the rheme (i.e., Harold)
from sentence final position to sentence initial position. In other words, whether
Harold is sentence initial or sentence fina, the next sentence will no doubt make
him itstopic:

(22) But Harold, | can’t stand him now, because he ....

Another example where the verbal part, not the nominal part, has the highest
degree of communicative dynamism is taken from Birner et al (1998):

(23) My sister got stabbed. Two of my sisters were living together on 18" Street.
They had gone to bed, and this man, their girlfriend’s husband, came in. He
started fussing with my sister and she started to scream. The landlady, she
went up and he laid her out. So sister went to get a washcloth to put on her,
he stabbed her in the back.

It is interesting to note that the part in focus in the first sentence (got
stabbed) is the one that pushes the text forward by being developed throughout.
Within the larger context, there are, of course, sub-parts that all contribute to the
development of the whole discourse topic. Looking at the discourse as a whole
unit of heterogeneous nature in which each item contributes, relatively speaking,
something to the development of the topic under discussion, it is easy to detect
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(19a) | gave John a book which | borrowed from the library
(20a) 1 gave a book to John, who attended the meeting yesterday

Notice that as book is the focus of the matrix clause in (199); it violates
neither the grammar nor the semantics of the discourse unit to be developed as
the theme of the embedded clause; similarly, John is the rheme of the matrix
clause in (20a), and so changing its information status to become the theme of
the embedded clause will not result in aweird construction. This can be clarified
if we make the following paraphrase:

(19b) I gave John a book[that book | borrowed from the library
(20b) | gave a book to John[John attended the meeting yesterday

Once a congtituent -irrespective of its type- is thrown towards a focus
position, its likelihood to be developed in the discourse increases. As for the
verbal-nominal dichotomy relative to their information statuses, nominal
constituents are more likely to occupy rhematic-thematic positions; and thus
they acquire higher degrees of ‘communicative dynamism’. Pronominalization is
just one piece of evidence. To illustrate, in addition to their semantic content,
which surely contributes to their saliency in the discourse, nominal constituents
are usually pronominalized on subsequent occurrences. When repeated in their
reduced forms, their likelihood of continuing to occupy a focus position
decreases, as they move more to the left on Prince’'s (1981b) hierarchy of
Assumed Familiarity, or Gundel et al.’s Hierarchy (1992). This is corroborated
by the findings of Prince (1981b: 250) where she shows that evoked entities in
subject position make up 50% of the total tokens she investigated, whereas in
nonsubject position they make up 12.55% only, implying that those entities in
thematic position are more likely to have been introduced into the discourse
earlier.

In the same vein, verbs occupy the rhematic position once they have the
highest degree of communicative dynamism which will enable them to become
the theme of the subsequent discourse (i.e., topic under current discussion) with
the grammatical subject of each sub-part being copied into the next. Consider the
following example taken from Finegan (1994: 209)

(21) I’'ve kept in touch with many people from my school days. | still see Harold,
who was my best friend in high school. And there's Jim, who was my
college roommate, and Stan and Hilda, who | met in my sophomore year at
State. | realy like Jim and Stan and Hilda. But Harold, | can’t stand him
now.
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discourse unit, and uttered with a high pitch. On its next hypothetical occurrence
it will have the least degree of ‘communicative dynamism’ as it moves into a
thematic position. Hence, movement into a thematic position adds no further
information in this case as it becomes part of the background, and contributes no
more to the development of the text. The speaker presupposes the existence of
this piece of information in the consciousness of the hearer (i.e., theme), and
begins thinking of adding new information (i.e., rheme) to what has already been
presupposed.

This way of argumentation supports Bardovi-Harlig's conclusion that
making a certain constituent occupy a focus position on a ‘dynamic scale,
where “an item may move up the scale from alower position,” is not a matter of
“dtrict appearance in the text” (1983: 22). Any constituent—be it nominal or
verba—may not occupy the rhematic position of the text unless it has the
highest degree of ‘communicative dynamism’ - the contribution it makes to
move the discourse, at least, one step forward. And this may not happen unless
that constituent becomes the most significant piece of information by being the
likely constituent to become (part of) the theme of the subsequent discourse unit.

Such being the case, the choice between (19) and (20) below in connected
speech is not a matter of stylistic variation as one would assume at first sight.
Rather, it is a function of their ‘communicative dynamism’ not only within the
boundaries of the sentence as an independent, bounded unit, but, more
importantly, in the discourse as a whole—what they contribute to the text as a
whole:

(29) I gave John a book
(20) | gave abook to John

Extending Creider's (1979) analysis, | should need to mention first of al
that (19) is an answer to a question like what did you give John? and (20) to
whom did you give the book? The information status of examples like these, |
believe, can be approached from a different angle, that is, taking the following
discourse into account. In my view, their uses in the appropriate context can be
revealing. Examining these two sentences in their unmarked occurrences would
revea that they are not the same as far as the following discourse unit is
concerned: (19) is most appropriate if the topic (the theme) of the following
discourse is a book, which has already occupied the rhematic position in the
previous discourse, and thus, contributing more to the coherence and cohesion of
the text. Similarly, the subsequent discourse unit of (20) will make John, not
book, its topic (the theme) by virtue of the fact that it has aready functioned as
the rheme in the discourse. This fact is manifest if we try to extend the discourse
of (19) and (20) asin (19a) and (20a) below:
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discourse unit talks about ‘the act of robbery’ rather than ‘the bank’ that is by
then, in Wallace's (1982: 208) words, backgrounded; and the discourse
following (16) about the act of deeping; and the discourse following (17) about
the act of leaving. This is so because the constituent that occupies the rhematic
position is the most legitimate constituent to occupy the thematic position in the
subsequent discourse. Consider the following example taken from Birner (1994:
238), where she argues for the accentuation of the postposed constituent (i.e.,
Nusseibeh) in terms of “the familiarity of the subject and the preposed element”
(i.e., most immediately affected):

(18) Nusseibeh’'s unusual predicament causes concern al around. His friends
fear that Arab hard-liners will turn on Nusseibeh, thinking he is an Isragli
aly. The Israglis, who certainly want to squelch the 17-month-old uprising
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, are under intense pressure from the United
States not to jail moderates who may figure in their election proposal for the
territories occupied since the 1967 war. <most immediately affected> is
<Nusseibeh himself>

Despite the fact that Nusseibeh has been introduced into the discourse
earlier, and despite the fact that it is a proper name, it occupies a focus position
in the sentence on its second occurrence. Earlier approaches would predict that
Nusseibeh is the least likely constituent to occupy this position by virtue of the
fact that it has already been introduced into the consciousness of the
hearer/reader. Otherwise, an attempt to throw it towards a position of focus, and
thus, producing it with high pitch, may convey a contrastive function, i.e., as an
answer to a question like: who is most likely affected? In my view, moving
Nusseibeh to a rhematic position is a preparatory step to making it the theme of
the subsequent discourse: for Nusseibeh to become the topic of discussion (i.e.,
part of the background) as the text moves forward, it is better introduced into the
discourse not as part of background information, but rather as the nucleus of the
discourse. Implicit in this assumption is the fact that strict appearance in the text
is not the decisive factor; alexical item may appear in the text for the first time
without having it in rhematic position (cf.: Nusseibeh in initial position in 32
above). Aslong as it does not occupy the rhematic position of the discourse at a
certain point, it may not be developed to become the topic of the subsequent
discourse. Notice here that Nusseibeh on its second occurrence in the first part of
the discourse is thrown towards a focus position, and is not pronominalized until
it becomes the theme of a sub-part of the discourse (i.e., heis an Isragli dly). To
make use of the notion of ‘communicative dynamism’ (Firbas 1966: 270),
Nusseibeh on its final occurrence, being introduced on the scene as part of
‘foreground’ information, does have the highest degree of ‘communicative
dynamism’ as it occupies a focus position—being the rheme of the second
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contrary, are less subject to the restriction; they have a relatively higher degree
of maneuverahility. Consider the following examples which involve It-Clefting:

(12) it was John that bought a car
(13) it was a car that John bought
(14) *it was bought that John a car

The grammar of the language prevents such movement for the finite verb as
in (14) above, thereby making its position with respect to the other constituents
in the sentence highly predictable. A well-known example of movement rules
that influence the information status of the lexical items undergoing the
movement is the passive. Whereas the grammatical subject and object
interchange positions resulting in highlighting one and backgrounding the other,
the information status of the verb remains unchanged in both constructions.
Besides, amost al movement rules that influence the information status of the
lexical item undergoing the rule are done relative to the verb (cf. preposing and
postposing). This gives us the indication that movement rules which “serve an
information packaging function” (Birner 1994: 233) are not as influential in the
case of verbs as they are for nouns. This would inevitably decrease the
likelihood that verbs occupy a thematic or a rhematic position. Besides, in SVO
languages, verbs do not occupy initial position (talking about typical declarative
sentence) as that position is reserved for nomina constituents which, in order to
avoid mere repetition, can be pronominalized on subsequent occurrences.
Factors such as these may explain why nomina constituents are, relatively
speaking, more likely to be the main DISCOURSE ENTITIES, the potentia
carriers of information.

However, verbal constituents, when occupying a rhematic position, become
most prominent. As sentence final paosition is one of focus, it is necessary that a
constituent occupying that position acquire an information status, relative to the
other constituents in the same discourse, up to that capacity. Consider the
following examples:

(15) the bank was robbed
(16) John dlept
(17) John wanted to leave

In these three sentences, the verbal part is more prominent (i.e., uttered with
high pitch) than the nominal part. In connected speech- all other things being
equal- it is not unusual that this part of the sentence be developed as the topic of
subsequent discourse units. In other words, the information structure of the
discourse in which (15) occurs will not suffer from lack of coherence if the next
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rheme to theme, establishing a degree of appropriateness between them" (Ping
2000: 21).

| would argue that it is not an inherent property of noun phrases, as has
sometimes been implied, that they are given priority in the discourse. Although
participants, as stated earlier, tend to stand out more than actions in the
"landscape’, the present uniform analysis proposes that the information status of
constituents (theme-rheme distinction) occurring in the same discourse is
determined by their relevance to the subsequent discourse. The constituent, be it
verbal or nominal, that contributes more to the overall meaning of the text and
pushes it forward most is the likely constituent to receive prominence
(foregrounding) on its first occurrence, and backgrounding on its subsequent
occurrences. THIS HAPPENS BECAUSE THE SAME CONSTITUENT
KEEPS CHANGING ITS INFORMATION STATUS AS THE DISCOURSE
DEVELOPS. The greater the ‘saliency’ of that constituent as the discourse
develops (i.e, in terms of frequency), the less likely it is to be prominent (in
terms of stress). That same constituent—be it nomina or verbal—which was
part of the rheme (i.e., comment) on its first occurrence changes now to become
part of the theme (i.e., topic) on subsequent occurrence(s). This can be clarified
by the well-known example of the opening of the narrative:

(11) A- once, there was a king
B- the king had three daughters
C- the three daughters.....

In each case (A, B, or C), the nomina constituents acquire an information
status on their second occurrences (in italics) different from that they have
acquired upon entrance into the discourse for the first time (in bold). This shift in
position, we argue, is the most important factor in determining the information
status of a certain constituent—Dbe it a noun, a verb, etc. It is not because a king
is an indefinite noun that makes it more prominent than the verb was in this
sentence in particular, but rather, because it occupies a position that makes it the
most |egitimate candidate to become the topic (i.e., the salient feature) of the
following discourse, and thus, contributing in one way or another to the
development of the discourse. This happens when a new element (thrown toward
a rhematic position) takes turn to be part of the subsequent discourse. A king in
A is the rheme because the narrator wants to prepare it to become the theme of
the next sentence.

Taking this into account, one may propose that verbs are less likely to
change their positions; they are less likely to occupy a rhematic position on their
first occurrence, and a thematic one on their second occurrence. Nouns, on the
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forward to account for the accentuation of pronouns apart from that of emphasis
or contrast: “a scale on which al information bearing sentence elements are
entered.” However, in the case of verbs, it is not an unusual thing that a verb
reaches the top of the scale, hence it is not, nor it can be, atotally ‘evoked entity’

asisthe case with pronouns7

At the other end of the scale, according to Prince (1981b: 235), the text is

usually divided into “DISCOURSE ENTITIES, ATTRIBUTES and LINKS®in
which the first two categories correspond, roughly speaking, to noun phrases
(including pronouns), and adjectives, respectively (capital in original). Within
this framework, pronouns are always regarded as ‘ contextually evoked' entities
that cannot be stressed for their infomativeness. Verbs, on the other hand, are
neither discourse entities (which are represented by noun phrases) nor attributes.
Although Prince's discussion says nothing about verbs, one can infer that they
can be treated as links—the third category in this taxonomy. | should mention,
however, that the information structuring of verbal constituents merits further
investigation.

INFORMATION STRUCTURING AND SENTENCE FOCUSING

The encoding of the information structure, i.e, “highlighting certain
elements and backgrounding other elements’ (Finegan 1994: 197), of nominal
constituents has been extensively studied in the literature (Prince 1981b, 1990;
Gundel et a 1992; Birner 1994; Ward et al. 1996; inter alia). It turned out that at
the surface structure, intonation and word order are the most important features

(Chafe 1970: 233; Creider 1979: 16)9. However, in order to understand the real
impact of these factors at the discourse level, we need to consider other parts of
speech whose information statuses seem to be less crystal clear.

At the discourse level, the prominence of a certain constituent is to a large
extent determined by the context (verbal or nonverbal) in which it occurs.
Several studies have shown that once a certain constituent enters into the
discourse for the first time, it is more likely to receive prominence as it adds a
new piece of information to the message communicated by the speaker/writer to
the audience (see Bardovi-Harlig 1983: 23-4); meanwhile, that same constituent
is often thrown towards a focus position (Mathesius 1975; Firbas 1966; Prince
1981; 1992; Birner 1994; Ward et al. 1996; inter alia). This may contribute to
considering the text as consisting of “degrees of significant discourse
information” (Jones and Jones 1979: 6).

Firbas (1966a;1966b), argues that each congtituent in the discourse

communicates a certain degree of ‘communicative dynamism’ 10, i.e., securing
the heterogeneity of the discourse. In Ping's words, "Backward inferences relate
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(7) Predicate Complement > Subject > Verb
acar > the man > bought
HIERARCHY OF IMPORTANCE

Bardovi-Harlig (1983) argues that pronouns, which are contextually
evoked- to use Prince’ s (1981b) terminology- can be stressed for their “ semantic
roles”® In a sentence like (8) below, the accentuation of the pronoun he is
accounted for on semantic grounds, namely, the change of semantic relations:

(8) John hit Sam and then he was hit by Ira,

where he (i.e., the topic of the second clause) is not interpreted as referring
to John (i.e., the topic of the first clause), but to Sam (i.e., the comment of the
first clause). This semantic role shift makes it clear that the accentuation of
pronouns is not solely, though it does imply, for emphasis or for contrast. Such
being the case, Bardovi-Harlig (1983: 21-2) rightly concludes that “[p]ronouns
are also potential carriers of new information,” and “[n]ewness...is definable not
only by strict appearance in atext or discourse.”

The same rationale applies to verbs. Verbs cannot be excluded from the
investigation on the basis of the meaning they contribute to the text, for their
semantic content is undeniable. For example, a verb is often accentuated when
repeated. Consider the following examples taken from Bardovi-Harlig (1983:
17), where in (9) the verb broke is in focus, but in (10) the pronoun gets that

privilege:
(9) She saw the window break, but she didn’t know what broke it.
(20) I saw the glass that Floyd broke, but | couldn’t tell what it broke.

Whereas Bardovi-Harlig argues for the accentuation of sentences like (10), |
would like to extend the same argument to include sentences like (9). Here, the
accentuation of the verb can aso be accounted for in terms of the change in the
semantic content: broke in the second clause does not communicate exactly the
meaning of break in the first clause: Whereas the verb break in the first clause
communicates the idea that the experiencer saw the whole action, it is not used
in that sense in the second clause. Notice here that the verb break on its second
occurrence in (9) has changed its grammatical function: whereas it is transitive
on its second occurrence, it is not on its first occurrence. Therefore, in both cases
(i.e, the accentuation of verbs and pronouns), the two lexical items are
accentuated not only because of their semantic content, but also their discourse
function. This, at least, gives us an insight how accentuation works at the
discourse level: for the meaning they contribute to the text in which they occur.
This may fit well with the suggestion that Bardovi-Harlig (1983: 23) puts
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use Prince's terminology. However, in cases where the verbal constituent
contributes more to the development of the discourse, i.e. stands out more in the
landscape, it receives more prominence.

HIERARCHY OF PROMINENCE

To account for the position of the nucleus, i.e., the hierarchy of prominence
as in (3) above, scholars have approached the subject matter from different
angles. Chomsky and Halle (1968), for instance, propose two rules: Compound
Stress Rule (CSR) which applies to lexical categories, and Nuclear Stress Rule
(NSR) which applies to phrasal categories. The example in (1) above can have a
syntactic structure asin (4) below:

(4) [SINP the man [VP[V bought [NP acar] VP]|S]

Since the two rules apply cyclically—that is, the most deeply embedded
constituent and so on, then the NSR assigns primary stress to the NP a car first,
and erases inner-most brackets. The resulting syntactic structure is like (5)
below:

(5) [SINP the man [VP bought acar] S]

Now the most deeply embedded constituent is the VP, and so the NSR
applies once more and assigns primary stress to the rightmost stressed
congtituent (i.e., car) while, at the same time, demoting all other constituents in
the same domain of application (i.e.,, bought a car) by one level and erasing
inner-most brackets as in (6) below, where the word car continues to be
primarily stressed, but the word bought receives secondary stress. In the third
cycle, the domain of application isthe whole sentence:

(6) [S the man bought a car]

The stress on car continues to be primary because of the application of the
NSR for the third time, but the stresses on bought and man are reduced by one
level, resulting in tertiary stress for bought and secondary stress for man.

It is quite clear, therefore, that the adoption of the syntactic approach does
not tell us why a certain constituent is made more prominent than all the other
constituents in the same domain of application (i.e., hierarchy of importance).
Rather, it just accounts for how that constituent gets more prominence in its
context (i.e., hierarchy of prominence).

The argument that takes the grammatical function of the lexical item into
account yields almost identical results. They just tell us what constituent is more
prominent, but they do not tell us why that constituent is made more prominent.
Consider, for example, the hierarchy of grammatical functions proposed by
Horne (1985: 57) where the predicate complement is aways given priority:
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‘theme’ (i.e, topic) and a ‘rheme’ (i.e., comment). The word car, therefore, by

virtue of the fact that it is indefinite, conveys new information to the discourses,
and thus, occupies the nucleus of the rheme, but ‘the man’ does not add new
information because the use of the definite article the implies that this lexical
item is either ‘situationally’ or ‘contextually evoked’ (Prince 1981: 236). A
natural deduction of this line of thought is the requirement that the whole
proposition be divided into two portions only. If no movement rules are applied,
the theme, then, comprises all the lexical items up to the verb, and all the other
lexical items, including the verb, of course, make up the rheme. In (1) above, the
NP the man is the theme, and the VP bought a car is the rheme. However, it is
not crystal clear why the verb bought, though neither situationally nor
contextually evoked, and despite being part of the rheme, is less prominent than
the subject the man (i.e., the theme). If we assume that a car is the least familiar
lexical item in this sentence because it adds new information into the discourse,
and that the man is the most familiar because it does not, then we come up with
a hierarchy of importance (based upon newness vs. givenness)4 asin (2) below
which does not match up with the hierarchy of prominence (based upon relative
pitch height) asin (3):

(2) HIERARCHY OF IMPORTANCE
acar > bought > the man

(3) HHERARCHY OF PROMINENCE
acar > the man> bought

Our task is to account for this discrepancy. In particular, why "bought",
despite being as new as "a car”, is less prominent; and even despite not being as
old as "the man", is till less prominent. The relative "newness' of the verb does
not match its relative prominence in the discourse”.

Chafe (1970: 212) proposes that “new is a specification which may be
added, not to a whole verb or noun, but to a particular semantic unit within a
verb or noun.” Therefore, it may be helpful to assume, following Jones and
Jones (1979: 6) that the text consists of “degrees of significant discourse
information”.

| here argue that the significance of each information unit is dependent upon
its contribution to discourse development. As a general tendency, | argue that
participants (N's) tend to contribute more to the discourse than actions (V's). For,
participants, being more concrete, tend to stand out more in the "landscape”.
And in these cases (i.e. where the nominal constituent contributes more to
discourse development), the verbal constituent functions no more than a link, to
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Abstract

The tradition of the theory of information structure has focused upon one of the
phrasal constituents, namely noun phrases. Prince (1981b: 235), for instance, argues in
favor of dividing any text into three main components, namely: “DISCOURSE
ENTITIES, ATTRIBUTES, and LINKS’ (capitals in origina), in which “all discourse
entities,” which are mainly the potential carriers of information, “are represented by

NPs’ 1. The other parts of speech have almost been totally excluded from the
investigation for no reasons other than unclarity and fuzziness of the subject matter
(Finegan 1994: 206). This paper tries to investigate why the verb, in particular, fails to
be the most prominent constituent in the discourse. Within the framework of this paper,
it is argued that unlike verbal constituents, nominal constituents exhibit ‘inherent
properties’, such as its definiteness and referentiality, which mark their information
structure apart from the context (Finegan 1994: 206). At the discourse level, reference
and word order contribute as well to this state of affairs. However, the information
structure of the verb is, due to uncertainty of its definiteness status (Masica: 1986: 130),
only determined by the context in which it occurs, and so it is stressed most of the time
contrastively. Even when dividing the sentence, for example, into a ‘theme and a
‘rheme’ (Mathesius 1975), the verb is usually regarded as part of the rheme in which the
noun phrase following it plays the highest degree of ‘ communicative dynamism’ (Firbas
1966: 270), and thus, gets more promi nencez. Our argument will make clear that it is
never unusual for the verb to communicate the highest degree of communicative
dynamism, and thus occupies the focal position in the discourse. If this is true, we then
provide a uniform analysis where the same argument is applicable to both nominal and
verbal constituents.

Introduction

In a sentence like (1) below, the lexical constituent car is most prominent
due to the fact that it receives primary stress, whereas man and bought receive
secondary and tertiary stress, respectively.

(2) the man bought a car

One straightforward explanation for the subject matter comes from the
thematic theory (Mathesius 1975) in which each discourse unit is divided into a

© Copyright 2009 by The Society of Arab Universities Faculties of Arts, All rightsreserved
* Language Center, Yarmouk University, Irbid, Jordan.
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assemblage de poutrelles, portant au milieu de leur dorure des améthystes et des
topazes dans les noeuds du bois. Sur les deux grands cotés de l'appartement,
s'allongeait un lit trés bas fait de courroies blanches; et des cintres, pareils a des
coquilles, s'ouvraient au-dessus, dans I'épaisseur de la muraille, laissant déborder
quelque vétement qui pendait jusqu'a terre.

10. Salammbd, op. cit, p. 44.

11. Ibid. p. 68.

12. Ibid, pp. 346-347.

13. Ibid. p. 46.

14. Victor Segalen, op. cit, p. 33

15. Michel de Certeau, L’ Ecriture de |’ histoire, Paris: Gallimard, 1978, p. 21.
16. Albert Thibaudet, Gustave Flaubert, Paris: Gallimard, 1935, p. 146.
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langue Frangaise, Paris: le Robert, 2007, p. 979.

4. Ibid.

5. Consulté le 27 mars 2008:
http://www.universalis.fr/encyclopedie/G971401/EXOTISME.htm

6. Roger Mathé, L’ exotisme, Paris: Bordas, 1972, p. 10.
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Au cours de notre étude, toute citation renverra a cette édition.

8. Tbid. p. 316.

9. Nous pouvons trouver cette idée, a la page 148 du roman, dans le passage suivant:
Une lampe en forme de galere briilait suspendue dans le lointain de la chambre; et
trois rayons, qui s'échappaient de sa caréne d'argent, tremblaient sur les hauts
lambris, couverts d'une peinture rouge a bandes noires. Le plafond était un

72



Le théme de I’exotisme dans Salammbé de Gustave Flaubert

Conclusions

Flaubert a voulu, dans Salammbd, colite qui colte entreprendre la
résurrection de Carthage. En effet, pour lui, il importe moins de raconter
I’ancienne civilisation punique que de permettre a ses réves les plus fous de
prendre corps dans I’ceuvre. En se transportant par le réve dans ce climat
d’antiquité barbare et orientale, il se donne I’impression de vivre une vie,
illusoire, et qui est celle de ses personnages. D’un point de vue symbolique,

Salammbd, si insolite en apparence et si détaché de la vie, esquisserait fort
bien un de ces conflits monstrueux, et Carthage [...] peut symboliser ici une des
possibilités qui attendent la terre, parmi d’autres, entre lesquelles la volonté de

, .. 16
I’homme choisira

Au fond, n’a-t-il pas voulu par 1a présenter un miroir aux hommes ? Toutes
ces horreurs et ces crimes représentés dans le roman sont en fait une déposition
contre tous les hommes. Flaubert ne parvient pas a cacher son pessimisme, son
dégoflit pour I’humanité tout entiére. Finalement, dans Salammbé il a mis tous
ses réves, tous ses désirs mais il y a déversé aussi son amertume. En ce sens,
I’exotisme de Flaubert vaut comme un espace, un lieu sur lequel 1’auteur projette
I’étrangeté de ses phobies ou de ses fantasmes.

De méme, I’évocation de lieux ou d’anecdotes associés a des époques
révolues ou a des cultures ¢loignées ne produit en vérité que des "effets de réel"”
qui servent a renforcer cette impression de réalité. L utilisation subtile des bruits,
des couleurs, des odeurs, des termes exotiques sont autant de moyens qui visent
a éveiller notre imagination et a établir une connivence de lecture a la faveur de
laquelle 1’auteur impose son monde cohérent et particulier.

Enfin, dans Salammb0, le temps historique se confond avec le temps
romanesque qui se trouve souvent arrété, suspendu, par une anecdote ou par une
image exotique qui relativise I’action en manifestant un ailleurs a la fois spatial
et temporel. Son exotisme se situe en effet dans le choix du sujet, du décor et
dans la relation a 1’espace et au temps.
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signes du deuil, les Carthaginois enferment leur barbe dans un petit sac, attaché
aux oreilles par deux cordes.

En bref, c’est dans la description des diverses coutumes et des mceurs
antiques que la sensation d’exotisme est la plus patente. C’est véritablement la
que le lecteur se trouve plongé dans un monde qui lui est totalement étranger,
dans la mesure ou «tout ce qui est en dehors de I’ensemble de nos faits de
conscience actuels, quotidiens, tout ce qui n’est pas notre tonalité mentale

coutumiére» ' est évoqué d’une facon nette par Flaubert.

L’étude analytique des mots utilisés par Flaubert dans Salammbd fait
apparaitre un vocabulaire trés riche et exotique. Remarquons que les mots
employés peuvent aussi bien appartenir au frangais qu’a un registre étranger:
grec, latin ou phénicien par exemple. Ainsi, pour le terme "Syssites", il en donne
immédiatement la définition: "compagnies de commercants qui mangeaient en
commun".

De méme, le mot "Schalischim" ne serait pas compris du lecteur si Flaubert
n’en donnait pas immédiatement la signification: "général en chef" des Barbares.
Il arrive que Flaubert sorte du lexique frangais et fasse appel a un terme étranger
pour désigner un concept déja connu: la planéte de Chabar est I’équivalent de la
planéte de Vénus, tibby et schebaz renvoient aux premiers mois de I’année:
janvier et février; Melkarte, dieu des phéniciens est associ¢ a Héraclés, une
divinité grecque. Quelquefois Flaubert s’abstient d’expliquer certains mots, cela
n’empéche pas pour autant de comprendre et de saisir le sens de la phrase. Cela
est surtout valable pour les mesures de capacité, les noms de monnaie, et les
mois dont le sens est indiqué par la phrase elle-méme. Ainsi, quand nous
retrouvons les expressions comme louer une maison douze késitah par mois ou
un béka par lune, préter quinze cents sicles, nous comprenons qu’il s’agit ici de
monnaies ayant cours en Orient. Ainsi, nous saisissons le sens des expressions
comme: «le septieme jour du mois de Nyssan», «un matin du mois de
Tammouz». Mais il existe certains mots pour lesquels Flaubert ne donne pas
d’explication, qui se complait a laisser le lecteur dans le vague:

Le langage cité a ainsi pour role d’accréditer le discours: comme référentiel,
il y introduit un effet de réel; et par effritement, il renvoie discrétement a une

place d’autorité. [...] Elle produit de la fiabilité"”.

Il ressort finalement que le lexique flaubertien est trés divers et trés
exotique. Les mots techniques se comprennent grace a la définition immédiate
qui suit ou a la description de I’objet.
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montre un exotisme cosmopolite des races, des vétements, des mceurs; les
soldats sont composés par des «hommes de toutes les nations; des Lusitaniens,
des Ligures, des Baléares, des Négres ol Partout, ce sont des «visages
noircis, des cris rauques, des barbes épaisses, des membres nus, effrayants

. 11
comme des machines de guerre»

Ce roman oriental est aussi le lieu de rencontre de toutes les races, de tous
les cultes. Les personnages sont capables des actions les plus audacieuses et les
plus extravagantes qui sont dignes de 1’épopée. Chaque race posséde une ou
plusieurs particularités qui la distinguent des autres; ce peut étre dans les meeurs,
les vétements ou le physique. Le passage qui suit illustre bien cela:

...les Zuaéces, couverts de plumes d'autruche, étaient venus sur des
quadriges; les Garamantes, masqués d'un voile noir, assis en arriére sur leurs
cavales peintes; d'autres sur des anes, sur des onagres, sur des zebres, sur des
buffles; et quelques-uns trainaient avec leurs familles et leurs idoles le toit de
leur cabane en forme de chaloupe. Il y avait des Ammoniens aux membres ridés
par l'eau chaude des fontaines; des Atarantes, qui maudissent le soleil; des
Troglodytes, qui enterrent en riant leurs morts sous des branches d'arbres; et les
hideux Auséens, qui mangent des sauterelles; les Achyrmachides, qui mangent

des poux, et les Gysantes, peints de vermillon, qui mangent des singes1

Dans Salammbd abonde un vocabulaire propre aux aliments, que 1’on
retrouve surtout dans les scénes décrivant des orgies ou des festins. En décrivant
les Barbares en train de manger, 1’écrivain souligne I’hétérogénéité des
Mercenaires au sein de cette ville.

La surprise des nourritures nouvelles excitait la cupidité des estomacs [...]
Les Gaulois aux longs cheveux retroussés sur le sommet de la téte, s’arrachaient
les pastéques et les limons qu’ils croquaient avec 1’écorce. Des Négres n’ayant

L f e . \ . 13
jamais vu de langoustes se déchiraient le visage a leurs piquants rouges

Flaubert décrit les habitudes alimentaires étranges et insolites de certains
peuples: les Auséens mangent des sauterelles, les Achyrmachides mangent des
poux, les Gysantes mangent des singes, qui sont autant des détails insolites pour
le lecteur. Ce dernier mentionne aussi certains traits de mceurs, des superstitions
et des croyances diverses qui caractérisent ce peuple oriental. Ainsi, les rites
funéraires, par exemple, varient d’un peuple a D’autre. Certains pratiquent
I’incinération, d’autres inhument leurs morts au bord de la mer afin qu’ils soient
perpétuellement arrosés par les flots, les Troglodytes, eux, enterrent leurs morts
en riant, sous les arbres. Pour pleurer leurs morts, les Barbares se tirent du sang,
se font des entailles a I’imitation des blessures qui défigurent leurs morts. En
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a Salammbo, la jeune princesse, qu’il voudrait vivre avec elle dans «une fle
couverte de poudre d'or, de verdure et d'oiseaux. Sur les montagnes, de grandes
fleurs pleines de parfums qui fument se balancent comme d'éternels encensoirs;
dans les citronniers plus hauts que des cédres, des serpents couleur de lait font

avec les diamants de leur gueule tomber les fruits sur le gazon.. »

Comme nous venons de le voir, les paysages naturels de Salammb0 peuvent
tantot revétir un exotisme pittoresque avec une nature abondante et douce, tantot
un exotisme sensuel qui évoque une atmosphére de volupté tendre ou de
sensualité exacerbée. Enfin, le fantastique trouve aussi sa place par la description
de paysages étranges, vaguement monstrueux.

De méme, les décors de Salammbd sont trés divers. Les différents éléments
qui le composent, 1’atmosphére particuliere qui émane des lieux font que
I’exotisme flaubertien peut aller du simple pittoresque au fantastique, il se teinte
volontiers d’une touche de sensualité et d’exotisme dans certains décors. Dans la
chambre, les différents objets féminins épars a travers la piéce donnent
I’impression d’un désordre discret qui trouble Mathd. Chez la fille d’Hamilcar,
I’exotisme est dans la forme des objets % la lampe est en forme de galére, les
cintres sont pareils a des coquilles et la jeune fille dort dans un lit suspendu. Les
pantoufles en peau de serpent, le lit en peau de beeuf suggere un exotisme dans
la matiére méme des objets. Dans ’appartement de la fille d’Hamilcar régne une
profusion d’objets comme les coussins de pourpre, les étrilles d’écaille, les
coffrets de cedre, les spatules d’ivoire.

Ainsi, dans certains décors, la nature peut revétir un aspect insolite. Dans les
jardins d’Hamilcar, le sentier est parsemé de sable noir mélangé a de la poudre
de corail, dans ceux de Salammb0, la terre est couleur d’azur, ailleurs elle est
couverte de poudre d’or. Cet abus d’artifice au sein d’une nature luxuriante préte
au paysage un air sophistiqué et un peu artificiel.

Dans cette description de 1’Orient flaubertien, les effets visuels et sonores
sont importants. En effet, les couleurs et la lumiére donnent au paysage oriental
une tonalité particuliére, les sons et les bruits qui animent le paysage contribuent
aussi a donner a celui-ci ses particularités. Flaubert abuse de couleurs en
attribuant aux choses des teintes, des coloris étranges, irréels: le fleuve est en
couleur de lait, les montagnes sont de cristal, les brouillards de sang ou d’argent.
Le lecteur est plongé dans un univers aux couleurs insolites, froides et
métalliques comme ces mers de bronze ou d’argent, et qui, a la limite, laissent
une impression de malaise.

Le théme de I’exotisme est présent tout au long du roman. Nous le
rencontrons dans la description de la foule des Barbares. En effet, celle-ci
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d’¢éloignement s’ajoute ’attirance pour tout ce qui a trait aux civilisations
lointaines et étrangeres.

Donc, I’exotisme, vu sous son aspect littéraire consiste a décrire dans une
ceuvre d’art les meeurs, les us et les coutumes d’une civilisation étrangére qui se
caractérise aussi par sa facon de voir les choses, ses habitudes alimentaires, ses
modes vestimentaires. L’écrivain s’efforcera de faire ressortir les différences
afin de mettre en valeur les €éléments qui sont étrangers a la civilisation
occidentale. Cette attitude de 1’écrivain n’est pas arbitraire car il ne s’agit pas
d’une description séche et impersonnelle; une ceuvre d’art est exotique «non
seulement a cause de la seule présence d’éléments étrangers [...], mais
lorsqu’elle est inspirée par les émotions provoquées par 1’évocation de pays
étrangers ou par leur contact en particulier par certains pays de 1'Orient ou du
Midi»”.

Le but n’est pas tant de tenir au courant le lecteur de ce qui se passe au-dela
des fronti¢res, mais de créer en lui des émotions, des sentiments suscités par
I’évocation de ces pays lointains. La définition que donne Roger Mathé est
encore plus explicite: «L’exotisme c’est a la fois le caractére de ce qui est
étranger et le golt de tout ce qui posséde un tel caractére»’. Finalement, ces
différentes définitions se recoupent entre elles. La notion d’exotisme évoque
I’idée de pittoresque, de la recherche de la couleur locale et de 1’évasion.

Développement

Ce théme se présente dans le roman carthaginois sous différents aspects.
Ainsi, des le début du roman, Salammbd s’ouvre sur une description magistrale
des jardins d’Hamilcar. Flaubert y peint une nature luxuriante; il nous y brosse
un tableau riche en couleurs, qu’il enrichit de nombreux motifs exotiques.

Des figuiers entouraient les cuisines; un bois de sycomores se prolongeait
jusqu'a des masses de verdure, ou des grenades resplendissaient parmi les touffes
blanches des cotonniers; des vignes, chargées de grappes, montaient dans le
branchage des pins: un champ de roses s'épanouissait sous des platanes; de place
en place sur des gazons, se balancaient des lis; un sable noir, mél¢é a de la poudre
de corail, parsemait les sentiers, et, au milieu, I'avenue des cyprés faisait d'un

bout a I'autre comme une double colonnade d'obélisques verts’.

Ainsi, les nombreuses plantes aux noms rares comme les canéficiers, les
asclépias, les oiseaux comme les galéoles a collier, les cailles de Tartessus et les
pintades puniques donnent une touche exotique a I’ensemble du tableau. Cet
exotisme pittoresque céde la place a I’exotisme sensuel et au fantastique a partir
du moment ou Flaubert laisse vagabonder I’imagination de ses personnages et
les préte aux réves les plus extravagants. Matho, emporté par son amour, déclare
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maniére ou d’une autre, la classification de Salammbd nous importe peu. Ce qui
nous intéresse ici, ce sont les différents aspects exotiques de 1’ceuvre. En effet,
I’exotisme a contribué a enrichir les aspects littéraires du romantisme. Flaubert,
justement, a été fortement imprégné par ce mouvement; ses écrits de jeunesse
comme Smarh, Novembre, I’attestent. Nous retrouvons aussi les autres formes de
I’évasion, chez Flaubert: I’ Art, les voyages, I’amour. Mais ces différents thémes,
qui sont d’ailleurs présents dans 1’ceuvre, nous les traiterons en relation avec
I’exotisme — le théme dominant — qui nous a paru illustrer le plus la volonté
désespérée de Flaubert de s’échapper du réel, de s’évader hors des contingences
matérielles.

Définitions

L’étude du theéme littéraire de I’exotisme a travers Salammbd s’impose
parce que ce roman illustre la tentative de Flaubert de s’évader hors de la réalité.
Mais avant de commencer notre étude proprement dite, nous nous trouvons

obligés de donner une définition opérationnelle de I’exotisme sans laquelle il
serait impossible de traiter efficacement notre sujet.

L’exotisme recouvre un domaine trés vaste. Au fil des siécles, cette notion a
subi des avatars; elle a été utilisée dans le domaine littéraire a des fins
différentes, et les buts que les écrivains se proposaient d’atteindre ont varié
d’une époque a I’autre. Au XIXe siecle, la documentation, le voyage, I’amour de
I’Orient et la faillite des valeurs de la civilisation occidentale était parmi les
raisons qui ont pouss¢ beaucoup de romantiques a entreprendre tels sujets.

Nous allons voir les différentes définitions de cette notion et les formes
essenticlles sous lesquelles peut se présenter ce concept. Nous nous accorderons
d’abord a garder ici au mot «exotisme» son sens habituel: I’exotisme consiste a
«prendre I’étranger (spécialement ce qui est fort loin) comme sujet d’une ceuvre
littéraire», "I’étranger" s’identifiant a ce qui est irréductiblement "autre": «Tout
ce qui est en dehors de I’ensemble de nos faits de conscience actuels, quotidiens,

. . 2
tout ce qui n’est pas notre "tonalité mentale" coutumiére» .

En effet, le sens exotique a été toujours présent chez ’homme, curieux de
dépasser 1’horizon qui lui est familier. Selon le dictionnaire le Nouveau Petit
Robert, 1’adjectif «exotique» voit son apparition en 1548, il dérive du latin
«exoticus» et du grec «exotikos» qui signifie «étranger»3. Par contre, le
substantif «exotisme» n’est utilisé qu’a partir de 1845, époque a laquelle le
terme a ¢té définitivement adopté. Le Nouveau Petit Robert de la langue
francaise entend par «exotique» ce qui n’appartient pas aux civilisations de

I’Occident ou qui provient des pays lointains et chauds®. A I'idée d’évocation
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Abstract

This paper aims at examining the exotic aspects of Salammbo. This theme appears
in the Carthaginians novel in different ways. Indeed, this novel illustrates
Flaubert'attempt to escape from reality. His refusal of the latter leads him therefore to
seek refuge in literature, to escape in time and space. In this sense, the exoticism of
Flaubert is represented in space, a place where the author projects the strangeness of his
phobias or fantasies. His exoticism is thus in the choice of subject, setting and
relationship to space and time.

Introduction

Le XIXe siécle connut de grands progres dans le domaine scientifique et
industriel, ainsi qu’un essor économique sans précédent pour la France. Ce siecle
fut I’age d’or de la Bourgeoisie. Dans le milieu littéraire, les écrivains, pour la
majorité, proviennent d’un milieu plus ou moins aisé. Nombre d’entre eux sont
issus de la souche bourgeoise et jouissent d’une certaine aisance pécuniaire.
Mais, nul n’ignore que le XIXe siécle fut marqué par une maladie morale; le
fameux «mal du siécle», qui a affecté la plupart des ames romantiques, souvent
en proie a des sentiments mélancoliques. Celui-ci se refléte dans la plupart des
écrits de 1’époque: le pessimisme, le dégotit précoce des choses envahissent les
ceuvres littéraires, 1’ennui, tel un fleuve, circule dans les romans. Pour échapper
a cette sensation d’étouffement qui ’accable, I’écrivain ressent désespérément le
besoin de s’évader. Beaucoup ont trouvé des moyens d’évasion dans I’Art, les
voyages, I’amour, 1’exotisme, la drogue aussi.

Flaubert a éprouvé d’une fagon particuliére ce besoin d’évasion, d’un au-
dela. Personne n’a ressenti comme lui le désir impérieux de s’échapper d’une
réalité qu’il jugeait mesquine et contraignante. Ce qui frappe le plus dans les
lettres échangées avec ses intimes et ses proches, ¢’est son dégott de 1’existence,
I’ennui qui pése sur sa vie et qui reviennent sans cesse comme une litanie.

Salammbb a été 1’objet de diverses polémiquesl, quant au genre qu’il faut
lui attribuer. Certains ont vu dans cette ceuvre un roman historique et ont discuté
sa valeur archéologique. D’autres la considérent comme une épopée, moins
nombreux sont ceux qui voient en elle un roman psychologique. Mais d’une
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