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Alternation between the Singular, Dual and Plural in the
Arabic Language

Duffalla Abdalla Suleiman

Associate Professor, Department of Arabic, College of Arts, King Saud University,
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. Languages other than Arabic usually distinguish between the singular, dual and plural forms.
While the Arabic language shows exchange or equivalence between the three forms expressing a singular,
a dual and a plural. Examples from the Arabic language illustrate this phenomenon. This research deals
with the reasons and causes that have their effect on this phenomenon. The research concludes that this
phenomenon proves the elasticity, variety and richness in expression of the Arabic language, and this

exchange between the three forms is only used when the importance and precision of the meaning calls for
it.



