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Ibn Jinni’s Book ALMU3RIB on Explaining Abi AlHassan’s Rhymes:
A Methodologically Documented Study

Dr Ammar Ameen Al-Dadoo
Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
College of Arabic and Social Studies
Qassim University, KSA

(Received 10/1/1433H; accepted for publication 21/2/1433H)

Abstract. This paper is a methodologically documented investigation of a preciously rare manuscript,
which was presumed to have been lost, on which many scholars of Arabic literary tradition in general and
Arabic linguistics in particular are eager to lay their hands. It tackles an important Arabic linguistics
topic, rhymes. The title of the manuscript is ALMU3RIB on Explaining AlAkhfash’s Rhymes by the
linguist Abi AlFath Othman bin Jinni (died in 392 AH), in which he explains the first such book on
Rhymes by AlAkhfash AlAwsat, Saeed bin Mas3ada (died in 215 AH). This book is considered one of
the most precious, comprehensive and voluminous on rhymes as it had been a great resource for a great
many others in linguistics and rhymes later. This paper sheds light on its contents and methodology in
order to highlight its significance in linguistic and literary studies alike; it also compares it to similar other
books on the same topic; it verifies the title of the book and its attribution to its author. Unearthing this
manuscript is academically unprecedented in itself due to its scientific rank and status amongst
specialists, let alone the current analysis thereof, which is the first such study about it.



