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Abstract
The Prophets’ Stories in the Arabic Culture:
A Semiotic Narrative Analysis

Sameear Abdel Rahman Aldhamer

Mu’tah University 2009

The early Islamic period was known for its cultural and literary
genres. The stories of the prophets were the most important ones.
Therefore, writers and narrators considered these stories as the basis for
their speeches, literary works and religious ideology. With time, symbols
and myths found their way into these stories which resulted in deviating the
text from its original religious context into a human context which has
strange and supernatural elements.

The study deals with the prophets stories in the Arabic culture as
they appeared in a number of books written in the early Islamic ages from a
semiotic approach because it helps deconstruct the symbols and cultural
connotation of these stories. The study also shows the anthropological
aspect of those stories which include: rituals, symbols and harmony. It also
tries to answer the essential question of how such historic events were
transformed into myths.

The study is divided into four chapters. Chapter | traces the

Prophets stories from their oral to their written form. This chapter also
deals with the concept of the oral and its fundamental theories, the
application of the rituals and harmony, and the authority of the text.
Chapter Il focuses on the problematic genre of the prophets stories. The
historic, anthropological and the literary discourses are also discussed in
this chapter. Chapter I1l deals with the symbolic nature of things in the
vision of the human knowledge with regard to the prophets’ stories. It also
sheds light on the symbolic existential world, or, the vision of the world
and how the prophets stories move from knowledge into behavior. Chapter
IV deals with prophets stories as symbolic discourse. In this chapter there
are two topics. one deals with the prophets as symbols in the dreams of the
subconscious level, as in the of Tateer Al Anam F Tabier Al Anam
(Perfuming people in Dream Interpretations) and symbols in the dreams of
the conscious level as inlbn Alarabi’s book Fousous Alhkum ( Rillars of
Ruling)
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