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O ABSTRACT O

This research tackles the genesis and development of the Arabic language and shows
the history of the case phenomenon in the Semitic languages in general and the Arabic
language in particular. It tackles case markers and their development to show whether they
are an original feature of Arabic itself or they are the result of its interaction with other
languages.

The paper shows the role of Abu al-Aswad Aduali and al-Khaleel bin Ahmad al-
Faraheedi in naming case markers. The research also tries to explain the linguistic as well
as the terminological use of case and case markers. It shows the opinion of Arabic
grammarians about the relationship between case and meaning with special attention to the
concept of case in the literature and the opinion of Arabic grammarian such as Sebaweye,
al-Mubared, Ibn Jinni and Abd al-Qaher al Jerjani concerning the concept of case

The research question is: Is it enough to depend on case markers alone to interpret
the syntactic meaning? In the end the research tries to show the importance of case and its
place in Arabic.

Keywords: Case, case markers, grammar, Arabic grammarians.

*Professor, Department of Arabic, Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Tishreen University, Lattakia,
Syria.
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