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Abstract

Clause in Arabic-Definition, Origin and Structure The present
study investigation the notion of clause in Arabic. It traces it back to its
origin, exposes its denotations and the different terminology used by the
grammarians before Ibn Hisham al-Ansari (761AH) to refer to it. Ibn
Hisham al-Ansari is the first to use the notion of al-Jumla al-Sughra
(Clause) to refer to that Clause which function as a predicate. The Study
tackles as well the conjunction subordinate suggested by grammarians to
link Clause to sentence. It also shows the controversy as to the possibility
of using subordinate Clause as a predicate.
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