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Abstract

The diminutive with its many artificial forms has colored Arabic with ambiguity
and obscurity.

The ultimate goal of Arabic is to express meaning clearly. This appears clearly in
the regular diminutive forms which lack ambiguity because of their continuous
usage and their shape.

We have the irregular forms of diminutive in Arabic because of the lack of
ambiguity in their diminutive and non diminutive forms. It seems to me that the
diminutive in syntax and phonology has many artificul examples which have been
used for training and practice inspite of the ambiguity inherent in them.

The problem of ambiguity has been ignored by taditional and modern
syntacticians and this paper may fill this gap. The paper has the following points:

(1) The lack of ambiguity in regular and irregular diminutive forms in Arabic.
(2) The ambiguity in the different farms of diminutive-triliteral, quadri-partite
and quintuple-in the syntatic and phonological references in Arabic.

(3) The diminutive is used rarely in Arabic either in poetry or in prose in order to
avoid ambiguity, but the diminutive is used when there is no ambiguity in

cases such as proper nouns and others.

These facts can be supported by the following:

1 — Syntcticians and phonologists used the diminutive rarely in their books
and this shows that the diminutive is used rarely in Arabic and only
when there is no ambiguity.

2 — Investigations in to Arabicspeech support the idea that the diminutive is
not used in Arabic except in propor nouns and certain other forms.
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