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Abstract  
Generally speaking , the purpose of this research is fundamentally  to show the long 

vowel sounds "aa" , "w" and "ii" and the differences in the descriptions between the ancient 

and the modern linguists . The ancients , on the one hand , like Al-Khaleel and Sibawaih , 

considered these sounds as consonants preceded by "Harakat" which are nearly similar to 

them. For example the "aa" (the Alef) is preceded by |e| , the |w|(the waw) by |^| and the "ii" 

by |i| . 

The modernists , on the other hand , took a different point of view . on the contrary , 

have considered these vowel sounds as "Harakat" , not sounds . Therefore , they criticized the 

ancients and said that they lack the scientific description in their phonetic interpretations . 


