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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to focus on the early diagnosis
and recognition of the autistic child, as well as their positive
consequences on that child.

The study included 10 autistic children aging from 2 to 6
years.

I have used the following tools: (Gilliam Autism Rating
Scale GARS), case study and observation.
Based on this study the findings are as follows:

1- The comprehensive view to the autistic children based on
the Gilliam Autism Rating Scale indicates a clinical
significance between the two.

2- There 1s a successful early interference which is
represented in the training program in decreasing the typical
behavior of the autistic children and also in increasing the
social interaction and communication.

It therefore concludes that the study was a clear
indicator in knowing the effectiveness of the early diagnosis.
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Abstract

Literary language is full of stylistic devices and emotive expressions. The orderof the
words —the style — can produce alively expressiveness loaded with emotive clouring.
The original author uses artistic and aesthetic devices — figures of speech and emotive
expressions — in order to have an effect on his readers and evoke their feelings. Figures
of speech and emotive expressions are of the most challenging issues in translation. In
fact, these linguistic expressions are considered as a source of difficulty since theyare
related to human feelings and emotions.The main concern of a translator is to find the
equivalent figures of speech in the target language (TL) that is similar in both form and
content.Emotiveness mainly results from the stylistic employment of emotive lexical
expressions. It is the way of using and choosing the most effective words and
expressions. This paper tries to investigate the appropriate method to translate the
emotive and expressive aspects of language in order to provide the would-be translators
with the guiding principles that will help them in translating literary texts in such a way
as toconvey the similarcontent and effect in the target language.

1. Introduction

Theories regarding emotive language deserve much attention for they explain the
various aspects of expressivity, expand our knowledge of its stylistic possibilities and
helps translators to solve the problem of translating the emotive meaningwhich evokes

the feelings of the receiver.

Literary texts are created and loaded with emotive meaning to attract readers' attention.
In literary translation, what may be considered a highly emotive literary text in English
may not be rendered at the same level in Arabic. Therefore, it becomes crucial for the
translator to have good knowledge about literary styles and emotive devices in both

languages in order to achieve similar emotive effect in the target language.



Stevenson in his book ' Facts and Values' (1956:20) defines emotive meaning as:

The emotive meaning of a word is a tendency of a word arising

through the history of its usage to produce effective responses in

people. It is the immediate aura of feeling which hovers about

words. Such tendencies produce effective responses cling to words
very tenaciously.

An interesting approach to literary translation comes from Michel Riffaterre (1992: 204-
217). He separates literary from non-literary use of language by saying that literature is
different because it semioticizes the discursive features such asthe morphophonemic
and semantic selection of lexis, the textuality that integrates semantic components. He
argues that literary translation should "reflect or imitate these issues.For Riffaterre, a
literary text is the one which contains the signs which makes it a cultural artefact.
Although he conceives literary text as self-contained system, he sees it as a sub-system
of cultural semiotic system. However, one feels that Riffaterre is probably simplifying
the problem of cultural barriers to translatability.

2. The Literary Function of Language

It is worth mentioning that the emotive or expressive function of language has
undeniable significance especially in literature. This function is basically achieved
through the use of stylistic devices used by the writer himself.In this domain, Langer
(1955:15) states that a work of art is an expressive form of language created by the
writer to be conceived by the receiver through sense or imagination and impresses
human feeling.Newmark (1988:39) also points out that the core of the expressive
function is in the mind of the writer who uses the words to express his feelings. He adds
that the aim of the aesthetic function is to please the senses through the actual or
imaginative language such as lyrical poetry, short stories, novels, and plays which are
sorts of serious and imaginative literature.Aziz (1995:85) states that expressiveness is
achieved through the use of emotive linguistic units which are selected by the writer and

predetermined by the context.

Literary language uses figures of speech to add an expressive value to the text.
Figurative language is a departure from the standard order of words and denotative or
literal meaning to achieve some special meaning or effect. In fact it is used to convey

expressiveness or emotiveness. (Abrams 1993:66-67)

2.1. Stylistic Approaches

Approaches to stylistics have received a notable attention. Some scholars have given
priority to the individual creativity over the supposedly static and rigid nature of
language. For instance, Vosseler who adopted an aesthetic orientation, Bally who
adopted an expressive stylistic approach and Spitzer who adopted a psychological-
literary one, all gave priority to individual innovation, psychological forces and emotive

aspects. (In Stankiewicz, 1964:240)

Stankiewicz (1964:244) describes the stylistic approach in the following quotation:



The stylistic approach seemed the way to the life of language and its
quivering essence and it did not neglect the basic tenets of
Neogrammarian one. The question of emotive language was posited
according to contextual variation of the possibilities of message not

with relation to linguistic systems.

Since the study is a stylistic one, it becomes necessary to provide some definitions of
stylistics which is considered as a central issue in the Linguistic study of
literature.Riffaterre (1959:155) states that "style is understood as an expressive or
effective emphasis added to the information conveyed by the linguistic structure without
alteration of meaning." In other words, language expresses and style stresses.Turner
(1973:27) points out that one of the important approaches to the study of style is to

analyze meaning into its denotative and connotative elements.

2.2. Denotative versus Connotative Meaning

In traditional analysis, words in literal expressions have common or dictionary
meaning, while words in figurative expressions connote additional meaning. When the
human ear or eye receives the message, the mind must interpret the data to convert it
into meaning. How do we know that statements are meant to be read figuratively? The
answer is when the literal meaning does not make sense. For example, the sentence,
"The ground is thirsty and hungry". The ground is not alive and therefore does not need
to drink or eat. The reader can immediately understand that a literal interpretation is not
intended.

Figurative language differs from literal one in that it should not be interpreted
literally. Literal language refers to facts without any exaggerations or alterations of the
subject, while figurative language states the facts with comparisons to similar events
and some possible exaggerations. Let us consider the following examples:

Hands of the clock.Denotation : isldl ¢ 3
Connotation: sl s
I always carry the can.Denotation: Ladts S s e U

Connotation: .k &J sudl Jesey o Ul

He is henpecked.Denotation: gy dde s

Connotation: RV PP CRENER

Head — huntingDenotation: 355 de



Connotation:  mwled! p gad! dndeas

That high building is a white elephant. Denotation: . jzdf J& saledi st $ls

Connotation: . s> ¢ 55 galadl st el

2.3. Stylistic Devices

Ilyas (1989) points out that translation between languages of different cultures is more
difficult than translating between languages of similar and related cultural related
particularly literary one. Raiffatrre (1959) states that literary language is full of stylistic
devices which are often considered author specific. These stylistic devices, as most
stylists believe, are deviant from the linguistic norm.

(i) Metaphor

Abrams defines metaphor as a word or expression which in literal usage denotes one
sort of thing or action isapplied to a different sort of thing or action. Metaphoric terms
can be nouns, verbs or adjectives.

That reed was too frail to survive the storm of its sorrows,
Ml Aol plaf daway OF o Cindol Coailll 3 O

Shakespeare uses verbs metaphorically in his work "Merchant of Venice".
How sweet the moonlight sleeps upon this bank.

Al e Je aly gay ) 55 ATl

"If Tony Blair can say that it is “neither racist nor extremist” to raise “genuine concerns”
about the flood of asylum seekers, then it is no longer feasible to pretend thecrisis doesn't exist."

P od W sl Jb 0B b ol Lidr D p S OB Y b e S DL OF gl OF aarey gy 07 0
o)l 3 g aday paladl | ghal)

(ii) Metonymy

Metonymy is a figure of speech that consists of the use of the name of one object or
concept for that of another to which it is related, or of which it is a part. It isthe
substitution of a word to suggest what is really meant. The literal term for one thing is
applied to another with which it is closely associated, because of contiguity in common
experience. Thus "the crown" or "the scepter can be used to stand for a king and "the
turf " for horse racing.



William Shakespeare's play Julius Caesar,(Act 111, scene II, lines 74-77).

Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears
I 3 sa) O g dlly Oleog 1y sBuoll L

Metonymically — "ear" represents "attention" (because we use ears to pay attention to
someone's speech). When we hear the phrase "lending ear (attention)", we stretch the
base meaning of "lend" (to let someone borrow an object) to include the "lending" of
non-material things (attention).

(iii) Simile
Simile is a figure of speech, in which two things are directly compared. In a simile, a
comparison between two distinctly different things is indicated by the word "like" or

as". It is an explicit comparison that describes something by comparing it with
something else by using the words: like or as. An example of Robert Burns:

O my love's like a red, red rose. .5 2 83,8 s

Sarah is as beautiful as nature. .iaL)S" ik2 3,

Jack is brave like a lion. A s Dl

She is as white as snow. M slay W)
They fought like cats and dogs. .91y Jakaill otk WS | bl

Shall I compare thee to a summer's day. & & cama v Ol 13 o0

Thou art more lovely and more temperate. iy 1 s, bU & Suy w8 I e O 5

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May ddr 2 o141 Ao Wl 24 )1 o2
And summer's lease hath all too short a dated s s 34 sude 3 16 juws a8 Cinall

Shakespeare in Macbeth uses emotive expressions such as simile and musical rhythm to
convey emotiveness. In contrast, the translator also has retained these stylistic devices
and managed to reproduce similar effect in the target language.

Wordsworth in his poem describes "Lucy" a girl of rare beauty as a bright star by using
simile:

Fair as a star when only one bright in the sky,
A violet by a mossy stone, half hidden from the eye.

DY e B2 4 (el g5 8 pro it Bndy slond 3 Y0 A g onS 18
(iv)Personification

Abrams (1993:69) defines personification as a sort of figure of speech in which an
animate object or an abstract concept is spoken of as though it were endowed with life
or with human attributes or feelings. It is used to show intimacy and kindness to animals
or inhuman objects, as in Wordsworth in his poem," Daffodils", describes daffodils

when moving by the breeze as if it is a human being dancing.



Fluttering and dancing in the breeze, gl d ja855 245

Also, Milton wrote in Paradise Lost as Adam bit into the fatal apple:

Sky lowered, and muttering thunder, some sad drops,
Wept at completing of the mortal sin.

de J) a5 slowd! Cnadd
Ly ) O )l amy B3
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(v) Irony

Irony is another stylistic device that implies using a word in a way that conveys a
meaning opposite to its usual one is called ironical meaning. It is a statement in which
the meaning that a speaker implies differs sharply from the overt meaning.Thus in
Canto IV of Alexander Pop's The Rape of the Lock (1714) after Sir Plume, egged on by
the ladies, has stammered out his incoherent request for the return of the stolen lock of
hair, the Baron answers:

"It grieves me much."Replied the Peer again, Jed! ¥ ol ur sipd 4l
"Who speaks so well should ever speak in vain." < @b s s Of g ¥ 3l Susedl

(vi)Pun

Abrams points out thatPun is a play on words which are identical or similar in
sound(homonyms) but are sharply diverse in meaning.It implies ambiguity and poses a
problem for translators. Titles of stories and novels provide numerous examples of these
intentional ambiguities, which are at times difficult to translate.Pun is used seriously
and comically by Shakespeare and other writers in which a single word or phrase in a
certain context has two disparate meanings. In Romeo and JulietMercutio, bleeding to
death says grimly: Ask for me tomorrow and you shall find me a grave man. & J 0|

) Jyo g.\;u...ﬁ (Kv3
Another example is the epitaph about a bank teller:

3 53He checked his cash, cashed in his checks, S Ko B oy 05 4 A
And, left his window. Who is next?sJu! ;» .45t

(vii) Euphemism

Euphemism is an inoffensive expression used in place of a blunt one that is felt to be
unacceptable or embarrassing. It is an alternative polite expression to dispreferred one.
Euphemism is usually used with such topics like death "pass away" instead of "die", sex



"sleep with" instead of "have intercourse with", bodily functions "comfort station"
instead of "toilet". (Abrams:60)

(viii)Echo-compounds

Aziz (1995)talks about echo-compounds as a source of expressiveness. An echo-
compound is a term refers to two words differ in one or two sounds combined together
to form one word with certain effective meaning, such as nitwit, riffraff, brain drain,

hurly-burly tip-top, hugger-mugger, hubble-bubble, wishy-washy, etc.

Jack is a nitwit person. AU jases dlr

The hurly-burly of city life. Ayl Bl
The car is in tip top condition. B3k A% 8 ylud)
Peter is a wishy-washy figure. ipaeill gl

The Arab world witnesses a severe brain drain. .Jgal 3 ghs 3 e dgdy g ) b )

(ix) Sound devices

He also talks about sounds that can be organized in such a way as to heighten the
expressiveness of the message. Repetition, alteration and rhyme are among the sound
devices used in poetry and prose to create the emotive tint. Thus, the emotive coloring
of poems is based mainly on the repetition of words in certain rhythm and rhyme in a

such way as to influence on the reader or hearer.

Water water everywhere, O JS7 G ol
And all the boards did shrink; Ol IS CinaSSl
Water water everywhere, OG IS el
Not any drop to drink & i B9 8 ,kab S 5 Y

(x) Hyperbole

It is a bold overstatement, or the extravagant exaggeration of fact or of possibility. It
may be used either for serious or ironic effect. In this respect, there is a story of a
cowboy in an eastern restaurant who ordered a steak well done. "Do you call this well
done?" he roared at the waitress. “I’ve seen critters hurt worse than that get well!"
Abrams (1985:86)



Conclusion

As a matter of fact, literary language is written with a beautiful stylistic way and
highly charged with emotive expressions. Hence, when translating, it will be essential to
use equivalent style that conveys the equivalent emotive or expressive meaning in order
to appeal the reader and arouse his emotions.

Translating literary texts from English into Arabic is not an easy task. However, it needs
a combination of theories to account for the semantic, stylistic cultural contents. The
original writer deliberately uses stylistic and emotive aspects as well as cultural
expressions in order to affect his readers. In return, the translator has to use as much as
possible a similar linguistic and emotive styleto produce the same emotive effect that
attracts the attention of the TL readers and arouse his emotions.

In conclusion, translating figures of speech needsto find secondary meaning in the
source language (SL), and finding cultural meaning and appropriate equivalence in the
target language (TL). Figures of speech and multi-word expressions are some of the
most challenging translation difficulties. Sometimes it is not so difficult to dealwith



metaphorical expressions when there are equivalent metaphors in Arabic. But if the SL
metaphor has no direct equivalence in the target language, the problem of translating
then emerges.
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Abstract
This paper provides the reader with a detailed account of structure,
meaning, frequency and importance of using English Passive Voice.

1. Introduction

English is one of the languages based upon grammatical structure
and meaning. Grammatical structure and meaning are considered to be two
of the essential components of the four language skills (i.e. listening,
speaking, reading and writing) to be correct linguistically (Harris,
1969).English passive voice structure is one of components of English
grammar, which is very important in developing these language skills. It is
of great importance in certain occasions, and even recommended for
different purposes according to the situation. The meaning of the passive
sentences 1is also important, especially when compared with its
corresponding active voice, because there is some debate which maintains
that they are synonyms.

2. Definition and Structure
2.1 Definition

Passive voice in English can simply be defined as a grammatical
category through which the action of the sentence is viewed. More
precisely, it can tell you whether or not the subject of the sentence
performed the action. And this can be done by the two types of voice:
passive or active. However, according to Quirk ef al/ (1985:159), both
voices do not change the reported facts. Moreover, the voice can also
contrast the active verb from the passive verb, as in (1) and (2):

(1) The butler murdered the detective. (Active)
(2) The detective was murdered by the butler. (Passive)

From examples (1) and (2), it can be stated that the active and passive
are grammatically related at two levels: the verb phrase, and the clause. At
the first level, the passive verb phrase can simply be contrasted from the
active verb phrase by the fact that it is the one that does not involve the
construction of the active verb phrase. The other difference between these
two voices that is the passive verb phrase contains an additional auxiliary
followed by the past participle of the main verb. But at the clause level, in
order for the active to become passive, it requires reordering two elements
of the clause: the subject and the object as we will see in the coming
sections.

The active voice, on the other hand, can be defined as one of the two voice
categories that can be used to express the fact that the subject performed
the action rather than the receiver of the action that is the object of the



sentence. The frequency of the use of the passive voice will be mentioned
later in much detail.

The English passive sentence is not considered to be an automatic
transformation of the active counterpart. It is rather viewed as “an
alternative realization of the relation between a transitive verb and its
object. In addition, it is not always true that both voice categories do not
change the reported facts, and they cannot be considered as synonyms
because of the meaning difference between the active and passive sentence

construction”(Dixon, 1992:298).

Jesersen presents a definition for the passive voice as follows:

The English Passive is formed with an auxiliary, generally be, but often also get or
become, and the second participle: “Tom beats John” (active) and “John is beaten
by Tom” mean essentially the same thing and yet they are not in every respect
synonymous, and it is therefore not superfluous for a language to have both turns
and thus be able to shift the point of view. As a result, the person or thing that is
the centre of interest at the moment is made the subject of the sentence, and
therefore the verb is in some cases put in the active, on others in the passive
((1964:120 as cited in Abunowara, 1983:27).

The English passive voice can simply and formally be defined as the
clause that contains the structure of the passive (i.e. be (or get) + past
participle (V-ed). Further example include the following (Quirk et al,
1985:167) :

(3) This violin was made by my father.

(4) This conclusion is hardly justified by the results.
(5) This difficulty can be avoided in several ways.
(6) Leonardo was interested in linguistics.

(7) We are encouraged to go on with the project.

Concerning the nature of the passive, if the function and the meaning of
the verb have been taken into account, example (3), (4) and (5) are only
passives. Because the other examples (6) and (7) do not have a specified
counterpart with an active verb or active clause, and therefore treated apart
from the ideal passive.

Therefore, examples (3) and (4) can be called central or true passive.
Because both have clear active correspondences, but the only difference
between them that (3) has a personal agent whereas the agent of (4) is
impersonal. But example (5) presents the most frequently used type of
passive that can be called agentless passive which does not provide
mentioning the active subject.

(6) And (7) exemplify another type of passive that is called a mixed or
semi-passive in which verbs have both the characteristics of adjectives and
verbs. They are like verbs in the sense that they have active verb
correspondences:

(6) Leonardo was interested in linguistics.

(6a) Linguistics interested Leonardo.



(7) We are encouraged to go on with the project.

(7a) (The results) encourage us to go on with the project.

The adjectival characteristics of these examples involve the following
possibilities:

a) Co-ordinating the participle with an adjective.

b) Modifying the participle with words like very, quite, rather, etc.

c¢) Interchanging the verb be with a lexical copula verb like seem or feel.

It may be stated here that the verbs of examples (6) and (7) are considered
to be stature rather than dynamic verbs, including the passive analysis.
They can be analysed as state passives as well as dynamic, but it is a fact
that all the participle adjectives have a state meaning, whereas their
corresponding verbs are dynamics.

The following sentences exemplify the type which we may call ‘pseudo-
passive’. Pseudo-passive, according to Wikipedia, is defined as

a grammatical category that describes the relationship between the action
and the participants identified by its argument to their thematic relations. It
is common in spoken English. Thus, when the subject is the patient, target
or undergoer of the action, it is said to be in the passive voice. The pseudo-
passive is formed with have or get + an object + the participle of the verb.

(8) The building is already demolished.
(9) The modern world is getting more highly industrialised and
mechanised.
These examples do not have an active correspondence and an agent by-
phrase either. They can be considered as passives only in terms of
providing the form of the passive verb phrase (i.e. verb to be + V-ed
participle). But it does not match its active correspondence in (10a) and
(10b). Because of the nature of the verb itself, it refers to a resultant state of
the building as being demolished rather than referring to the demolition
itself (Quirk et al, 1985):
(10a)*(someone) already demolishes the building.
(10b) (Someone) has already demolished the building.
2.2 Structure

The passive sentence is formed in accordance with its constituents.
The sentence is basically composed of a subject, a main verb and an object.
Changing an active sentence to passive involves rearranging the elements
of the sentence. In other words, the object of the active sentence becomes
the subject of the corresponding passive sentence, and adding the auxiliary
be followed by the past participle of the main verb in the verb phrase. For
example:
(11) John (active subject) admired (active verb) Mary (active object).
(12) Mary (passive subject) was admired (passive verb) by John (optional
by-phrase).




The active-passive correspondence can be formulated like this:
Noun phrase 1 + active verb phrase + Noun phrase 2 (active clause)
Noun phrase 2 + passive verb phrase + (by-noun phrase 1) (passive clause).
The terms: subject and object are used here with a certain structural
function in the clause (Quirk ez al, 1985:159-160). The more common
formula of the passive verb phrase considered is the following:

‘Be + past participle (V-ed)’
Auxiliaries are formed in accordance with subject agreement (i.e. singular
or plural); and with tense agreement (i.e. simple, perfect, continuous, etc).
Jespersen (1964) has identified three verbs which precede the main verb in
his definition: be, get and become. Be is more frequent than the other two,
taking into account that get and become are not auxiliaries at all. Get is
limited to constructions excluding an expressed animate agent, for
examples:
(13) The cat got run over (by a bus).
(14) James got beaten last night.
Get 1s avoided in formal style in English, and even in informal English is
less common than the verb be, for example,
(15) The house is getting rebuilt.
(16) This story eventually got translated.
Get 1s more frequently used as a resulting copula in examples such as My
mother is getting old which is not a pure passive, as in:
(17) I have to get dressed before eight o’clock (informal)
(18) Your argument gets a bit confused here.
The participles of these verbs in these examples are stative, but get is a
conclusive dynamic verb. It is important to distinguish between sentences
with the copula, called pseudo-passive, and the passive sentence. The ger-
passive, like the copula get, draws the attention to the subject, unlike the
passive that focuses on the object rather than the subject. The following
table summarizes the formation of the English passive verb phrase in order
to clarify how the English passive verb is formed, accompanied with
examples,



Forms of the Passive Verb Phrase simplified and exemplified

Present /past tenses forms Examples
Be + V-ed English is/was taught
Be + being + V-ed English is/was being taught
Modal + be + V-ed English can/ could be taught
Have + been + V-ed English has/had been taught
Modal + have + been + V-ed English can/could have been taught
Modal + have to + be + V-ed English has/ had to be taught
To be + going to + be + V- ed English is/was going to be taught

2.3 Transitivity

Transitivity, an important factor in forming the passive, is considered
one of the most important grammatical relationships in the clause. It is a
type of relation that distinguishes the elements of the clause like objects
that can be substituted by a pronominal phrase, adjuncts that can be
adverbial or prepositional phrases and complements. The object is named
in a different way from that of the subject, the complement refers back to
the subject of the clause, and the adjunct refers to time, place or refer to the
rest of the clause. All was about one-object clauses that include a mono-
transitive verb, but there are also some clauseswhich contain more than one
object or an object and a complement.

There are two types of transitivity: single and double transitivity.
Single transitivity deals with only one-object clauses; while double
transitivity deals with more objects.

The following clauses present examples of the single transitivity:

(19) Mr Plumtree drank the milk.

(20) The bones, you throw a way.

(21) You should visit Wales next summer.

Examples of the double transitivity are presented by the following clauses:
(22) I made Mr Plumtree a piperack.

(23) Tell me the answer.

(24) I’'ll pick you some apples.

The first object is traditionally named as the indirect object (Mr
Plumtree, me, you), and the second one the direct object (a piperack, the
answer, some apples). Indirect objects usually refer to a person as in the
previous examples.The two objects chiefly take the order indirect-direct,
but it is not the same when both objects are pronouns. In this case, they are
interchangeable, the personal pronoun is assumed to be the indirect object,
and it doesn’t occur without the direct object. Therefore, only the choice of
the verb determines transitivity (Sinclair, 1972)

But there are, on the other hand, verbs despite their transitivity which
cannot be passivized (i.e., resemble, have, hold, etc.) ( Quirk et al, 1993).
This is due to their semantic features in addition to the syntactic ones.



Furthermore, it has been stated that the semantic feature activity is
considered as a precondition for passivization. Palmer (1974) claims that
the possibility of passivization for some verbs can happen only where there
is a dynamic meaning indicated by the verb, but, on the other hand, it
cannot happen with verbs whose meaning refer to a state.

He presents the following examples in order to support his argument:

(24a) the jar holds oil.

(24b)*Oi1l is held by the jar.

But

(26a) The police held the thief.

(26b) The thief was held by the police.

Another example:

(27a) the king possessed great wealth.

(27b)* Great wealth was possessed by the king.

But

(28a) The enemy soon possessed the city.

(28b) The city was soon possessed by the enemy.

Therefore, with the semantic interpretation of verbs whose indication
is state, an account for the non-occurrence of passive formation can be
made with the following verbs (cited in Abunowara, 1983):

- Verbs of possession:
to have

to possess

to own

to belong

to lack

- Verbs of suitability:
to become

to suit

to fit

- Verbs of similarity:
to look like

to resemble

- Verbs of equation:
to contain

to hold

to mean

to last

Finally, passivization is possible only if the verbs indicate activity.
But when the verbs indicate state as mentioned earlier, they cannot be used
in the passive.



2.4 The Agent Phrase

The agent phrase, or the by - phrase which expresses the doer of the
action, in the English passive sentence is optional. Jespersen (1964:120)
states that over 70% of the English sentences found in English literature do
not mention the active subject for some reasons (see section 4). It can be
assumed that there will be about 30% of the English passive occurrence,
and then the agent phrase is not optional.

Mihalovic (1966:124 as cited in Abunwara, 1983) presented a paper
in which she tries to prove that the agent phrase is not an optional element
of the English passive sentence. She attempts to highlight that whether the
passive construction has an expressed agent phrase or not, is determined
only by the verb. She mentions three examples of verbs in which the agent
phrase cannot be deleted in the English passive construction:to possess, to
actuate and to succeed,

(29) Unworthy movies actuated him.
(29a) *He was actuated.
(29b) He was actuated by unworthy movies.

The second group of the verbs is those verbs in which the agent
phrase can or can not be left out, for example:
(30) Somebody followed me.

(30a) I was followed.

(31) Curse one followed curse two.

(31a) *Curse two was followed.

(31b) Curse two was followed by curse one.

The last group of verbs which permits the deletion of the agent
phrase only in case of an adverbial expansion included in the structure,
(32) His parents brought him up.

(32a) *He was brought up.

(32b) He was brought up by his parents.

But sentence (32a) will be accepted in the case of inclusion of an
adverbial instead of the agent phrase, for example:

(33) He was brought up in Cambridge.

Moreover, Mihalovic adds that the agent phrase is not deleted in
some passive sentences unless it is contextualized,
(34) Shakespeare wrote this sonnet.

(34a) This sonnet was written by Shakespeare.
(34b)* This sonnet was written.

Breifly, agent phrases in English passive construction are generally
optional, but there are cases where the agent phrase must be included and
this is determined by particular verbs (Abunowara, 1983).



3. Meaning of the Passive Sentences

In English, there are generally two views concerning the meaning of
the passive sentences: the view adopted by the grammarians that there is a
difference in meaning between the active and passive sentences, and those
who see no difference. For example, Jespersen (1964:120) stressed the two

views adopted by the grammarians concerning the meaning difference:
“Tom beats John” (active) and “John is beaten by Tom” mean essentially the same
thing and yet they are not in every respect synonymous, and it is therefore not
superfluous for a language to have both turns and thus be able to shift the point of
view. As a result, the person or thing that is the centre of interest at the moment is
made the subject of the sentence, and therefore the verb is in some cases put in the
active, on others in the passive.

In addition, Chomsky (1957) presents two examples supporting the view
that there is a meaning difference between the active and passive sentences:
(35) Everyone in the room knows two languages.

(35a) Two languages are known by everyone in the room.
These examples present efficient evidence indicating that there is a
meaning difference between the active and passive sentences.

Johnson — Laird (1968) has done an experiment in which subjects had to
rank — order four equivalent but syntactically different in terms of their
appropriateness as used to describe one diagram in contrast to another as
follows:

a) There is a blue area that precedes a red area. ( Normal active)

b) There is a red area that a blue area precedes.( Inverted active)

c) There is a red area that is preceded by a blue area.( Normal passive)
d) There is a blue area that a red area is preceded by.(Inverted passive)
His experiment indicates that a passive sentence is not necessarily
selected to provide a description for the same things as its corresponding
active. It confirms the basic hypothesis concerning the difference
between the two voices.

Therefore, it can be said that both active and passive sentences do
not always present a perfect match in their propositional meaning. The
word order that brought up while changing an active sentence to a passive
one or vice versa will not lead only to change the focus, but also including
the negatives and quantifiers, e.g.

(36) Every schoolboy knows one joke at least.
(36a) One joke at least is known by every schoolboy.

The most probable explanation of (36) is totally distinct from its
counterpart of (36a). In (36), it is meant that each schoolboy knows at least
some jokes or others, but in (36a), it means that there is a specific joke that
is known to every schoolboy which is not the same meaning intended.

In addition, the meaning difference between the active and its
passive corresponding is also due to the requirements of the added modal



auxiliary to the passive sentence that may lead to meaning difference
accompanying the voice shifting, as in,

(37) John cannot do it.
(37a) It cannot be done (by John).

In (37), the modal can will be normally interpreted as used to express
ability, whereas in (37a), the passive corresponding, 1S expressing
possibility. So it cannot always be assumed that any passive sentence
matches its counterpart in its meaning (Quirk et a/, 1985).

Earlier research, entitled the Choice of the Passive Voice in a
Communicative Task (Johnson-Laird, 1968:7-5), reveals that the passive
voice is not essentially selected to describe exact things as the active voice
does. Considering the place of emphasis, both voices are used to express
the action, as known the action (i.e., is the verb phrase), but both voices
express whether the action was performed by the active or the passive
subject (i.e. the object). As mentioned earlier, to change any active
sentence into the passive, it involves re-arranging the elements of the
sentence. So it seems that there is another factor which determines the
choice between the active and the passive voices; that is, the word order.
Almost all the actions involve two important elements, as mentioned
earlier, the subject and the object. Taking into account word order factors,
the active construction is distinguished from its passive counterpart in the
fact that the point of departure will be expressed in the theme, which is the
first element of the sentence (the subject), and in the final position will be
the affected element which receives end-focus. In the passive voice, the
previously mentioned process is reversed. In other words, the affected
element (the object) presents the point of departure while the agent takes
the final position (Downing et al, 1992), for instance:

(38a) the three Heads of the state signed the treaty. (Active)

The three heads is the agent, subject and the theme of the message
The treaty is affected direct and the rheme of the message.

(38b) The treaty was signed by the three Heads of the State.

The Treaty is now the affected subject and the theme of the message.
The three Heads of the state is rheme of the message.

4. Frequency and Importance of Using Passive Voice

The passive voice structure is preferred (and even recommended) to be
used in certain situations. But it is, on the other hand, avoided in other
cases. Therefore, the following reasons accompany the use of the English
passive voice:

a) The active subject is not known,

(39) The city was well supplied with water.

(40) He was killed in the Second World War.



b) The active subject is identified from the context,

(41) He was elected Member of Parliament for Leeds.

(42) Prisoners are allowed visitors only once a month.

c) It is often preferred in order to avoid mentioning the first person (I or

we); this is more common in writing than in speaking (Jespersen,

1964:120-121).

d) The subject may also be left out when it has been indicated earlier,

(43) When he read his thesis he gave a huge party. Everyone was invited.

e) When the predicator needs to be emphasised, the doer of the action is

omitted,

(44) The documents have been thrown a way.

f) The passive voice is also used as an attempt to avoid blaming someone,

or even blaming oneself,

(45) I’'m afraid the fax hasn’t been sent.

g) It is also used when the entity acted upon is more important than the
actor 1s,

(46) The unidentified victim was struck during the early morning hours.

h) The passive voice is also useful when the performer of the action is
not important,

(47) The aurora borealis can be observed in the early morning hours.

There are other areas where the passive voice is of great importance, for
example, in scientific or technical writing or lab reports. In these situations,
the entity being described as considered more important than the actor. For
example, instead of writing:

(48) I poured 20 cc of acid into the beaker.
We would rather write:
(48a) Twenty cc of acid was poured into the beaker.

Furthermore, the passive voice is used while describing mechanical

processes, where the process details are more important than the person
responsible. The passive voice also aims to achieve a great effect in cases
where we like to change the focus from the active object to the passive
subject, as for example:
(49) The executive committee approved an entirely new policy for dealing
with academic suspension and withdrawal. The policy had been written by
a subcommittee on student behaviour. If students withdraw from course
work before suspension can affect, the policy states ... (Kolln, 1994:359).

Since both voice categories, active and passive, are used to express
the action of the sentence, there are still priorities for the choice between
the active and passive voices in English. It is sometimes argued that the
active voice 1s more frequently used than the passive voice. But there are
certain areas of interest in using the construction of the passive voice, and,
therefore, will be more common than the active only in that type of context,
but it will not be as frequent as the active voice.



Thus, the active voice is the most frequent version used of the voice
categories. What determines the choice between the two categories of voice
is more related to the distinction between informative and the imaginative
texts, rather than the difference between the spoken and the written
language. It can be said that the passive is more frequent in informative
texts than in imaginative texts; therefore, the passive is more frequent in
the non-personal writings of scientific articles, news and lab reports where
the process being performed is more importance than the person
responsible for the experiment.

The choice between the active and the passive is also related to
where to put the emphasis in the clause. This is seen by the fact that the
active voice places the focus on the subject, not on the object. Passive
voice, on the other hand, places focus on the object.

5.Conclusion

It is always great to widen one's mind by different ways, one of
which is reading. The more we read about a subject the richer in knowledge
our minds are. Finally, we cannot get rid of the passive and will say: it's
hoped that this simple paper will provide you enough account in the
English passive voice.
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