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In The Name of Allah,
The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful

Dr. Kamel Jameel Wolweel
Faculty of Arts
University of Applied Sciences

Abstract

The particle “Thumma *“ (Then) for Co-ordination and
re-Initiation . This particle is most widely recognized as
implying participation, order and time limit. It is one of the co-
ordinating conjunctions which is used specifically for order and
time limitation. This definition has become so prominent
among grammarians to the extent that the other function of
“Thumma” is, that it implies initiation, was about to be
forgotten .

The researcher has realized that the tendency towards
“participation order and time limit has caused eminent
grammarians to get confused when they attempted to
understand the meaning of some holy Ayat which include this
particle. “Thumma” appeared to signify initiation. But these
grammarians interpreted the Ayat by the function of
participation, order and time limit in mind . Confusion prevails
in understanding the Qur'anic verse “ He created you (all) from
a single person then created, of him this like of his nature, his
mate “. Interpreters maintain that Eve was created first so why
she came last in this text? The same applies to the verse “ Thus
doth the command to you that ye may be righteous. Moreover,
we gave Moses the Book “.

Grammarians concluded that giving Moses the Bock
occurred before commanding the Muslims. So why the former
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was put last by using “Thumma” ?. The same applies to the
following line of poetry : That who become a master then his
father did , Then before that his grandfather dominated .

Grammarians argued that the grandfather becoming a
master was first so why it was mentioned last. Therefore, a
number of interpretations and vague guesses emerged, it is
beyond the scope of this study to cite them all. Were these
interpretations presented by ordinary grammarians we could
have overlooked them. But these interpretors where eminent
grammarians. Therefore it is deemed necessary to work hard
towards more acceptable interpretations .

The researcher believes that the solution is,to God’s
willing, easy and attainable. In that the widely known
definition of the particle “Thumma” ; i.e, that it functions as
participation, order and time limit, should not dominate our
thinking. This particle has another function; namely, re-
initiation. Adopting this interpretation in the various Qur’anic
verses in which confusion has obtained would provide a clear
and easy solution. Therefore, we may understand the holy Ayat
“ He created you (all) from a single person then created, of like
nature, his mate “,where the sentence after “Thumma” (then) is
a new and resumed sentence because the particle “Thumma” is
used for initiation. Hence, the verb “ja’ala” must not be
coordinated to the verb khalaga (created) the word Ja’alais
part of the nominal sentence which starts with “Thumma”
which means initiation and the predication is implied as “He”.
Thus, the confusion is removed in understanding this holy
verse, as well as others similar to it. The meaning after
“Thumma” is a new meaning which has the advantage of
showing a significant aim and disclosing on important virtue.
This paper gives a number of examples on this issue .

Then, we should realize the function of “Thumma” in the
position where it occurs, so the meaning becomes clearer and
we do not need to resort to interpretations .
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