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Abstract of the

‘Jerusalem in the Palestinian Contemporary Poetry from1967 to
2004°

Researcher : Rida Ali Mohammed ladadwa
Supervisor : Ibrahim Nimer Musa

Jerusalem: the great, the holy, the deeply —rooted, the immaculate, the chaste, the
virtuous, the steadfast, the victorious which always resisted and accepted the
challenge and never surrendered, nor weakened. Jerusalem, the most revered city
ever, the sight of which pleases the eyes, the voices of which offers comfort to the
ears, the spiritual scent of which revives the souls. Jerusalem, the jewel of all the
cities, the first direction for Muslims’ prayers, the target for the miraculous journey of
Prophet Muhammad (may peace be upon him.) The desecration of Jerusalem is a sin
that Moslems and the Arabs never tolerated; therefore, they regarded it as an honor
they must defend and a right that they never ceded even when their rulers failed to
honor their obligations. To this effect, the Arab and the Palestinian poets alike showed
deep love and took great pride in commending Jerusalem and defending it.

Rationale for this study:

1. My deep love for Jerusalem and my eagerness to study a subject relevant to it
whether literary or political.

2. The desire to highlight the role of the Palestinian poet in defending the holy
city.
. The scarcity of studies which fully handles Palestinian poetry dealing with
Jerusalem.

3
4. The desire to reveal the beautiful image of the city in the contemporary
Palestinian poetry.

5

. The lack of studies to deal with the subject of Jerusalem in the contemporary

Palestinian poetry.

As to the method of research in my study, I used the complementary approach
which analyzes poems highlighting the issue of Jerusalem with its religious,
historical, and political and holy war (Jihad) dimensions. My analytical approach
was not that of resignation but that of critique in which I revealed aspects not

easily detected by ordinary readers though I tried to be cautious in my judgments.

With regard to the content of the thesis, it contains a preface, 5 chapters and a

conclusion.

The preface gives background information on Jerusalem throughout history,
displaying its geographical, strategic and religious importance as the cradle of
heavenly religions.

Chapter one consists of the study of all the various names of Jerusalem such as
Yapus, Orshalim and Bait Al Maqdes and the connotative, historical and religious
meanings of such names.



Chapter two handles the historical places such as Al Agsa Mosque, the Holy
Dome of the Rock, the Holy Sepulcher, the Walls, the towers, and the
marketplaces. Such places are associated with special incidents and events, some
thing which left psychological and spiritual effect on the Palestinian poet as has
.been displayed in his poetry

Chapter three discusses three connotative aspects of Jerusalem: Jerusalem, the
chaste gorgeous woman; Jerusalem, the homeland; Jerusalem, the courageous fighting
trees

Chapter four contemplates a group of Jerusalem transcendence appeal spots
assembled under the title ‘Jerusalem Transcendence Appeal Spots’ These appeal
spots are Jerusalem religious transcendence appeal , Jerusalem historical
transcendence appeal, Jerusalem political transcendence appeal, Jerusalem holy war
.(Jihad) transcendence appeal

Chapter five studies the artistic picture of Jerusalem in the Arab contemporary
.poetry such as similes, metaphors, images and other figures of speech

The thesis concludes with results of the study which can be summarized in the
:following

The study uncovers Jerusalem-related poems which wee written by more .1
.than fifty Palestinian contemporary poets

The Palestinian contemporary poets employ the different names of .2
Jerusalem

in accordance with the religious, historical and political connotations they
.express

A new type of poetry related to Jerusalem has been formed. This type of .3
poetry which calls for rebellion and fight against Zionism has come as a
-response to the Zionist violence against the Palestinians
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