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Abstract

When 1 carried out this research under the title"The Palestinian
Autobiography from 1992-2002" I devised a working plan so 1 could
discuss the subject from all its sides. I divided my research into an
introduction and four chapters. In the introduction, I talked about

autobiography in general.

The first chapter was about the development of autobiography in
western and in Arabic literature. It was divided into five sections. The first
section introduced the definition of autobiography and its kinds. The
second talked about the development of autobiography in western
literature. In the third section I talked about the autobiography in the
ancient Arabic literature. The fourth was about the autobiography of
modern Arabic literature, and, here, I presented some samples of
autobiographies, (As-Saq ‘ala as-saq) for Fares Shediaq, (Al-Ayyam) for
Taha Hussein, and (Al-Khobz Al-Haf) for Muhammad Shukri. The fifth
section talked about the development of the art of autobiography in the
Palestinian literature until the year 1992, where previous studies stopped.
This section talked about Khalil As-Sakakini’s (Kaza ana ya donya), which
could be considered one of the first books in Palestinian autobiography, if

not the first one. It also presented the autobiographies of Muen Bseso



(Dafatir Falasteniah), Fadwa Tuqgan (Rihla Jabalia ... Rihla Sa’bah) and
Jabra Ibrahim Jabra (Albi’r Al’ola).

The second chapter of this research was assigned to talk about the
artistic building of the Palestinian autobiography. The first part of it talked
about the covenant in the autobiography as one of its central artistic
conditions. To clarify this point, the following autobiographies are
presented: Ali Al-Khalili’s Beit An-Nar, Almakan Alawwal, Algaseeda

Aloula; Aneesa Darweesh’s Shams ‘ala albani; Mahmoud Shugair’s Thill
Akher lilmadena; Hanna Ibrahim’s Shajarat-ul-ma rifah, Thikrayat Shab

lam Yaghtareb; and the first part of Hussein Al-Barghouthi‘s Aldhaw “Al-

Azrag.

The second section of chapter two tackled the narrative language and

presented Barghouthi’s two-part autobiography, Aldhaw ‘Al ‘Azraq and

Sa akoon bain Al-Lawz; Hanna Ibrahim‘s Shajarat-ul-Ima rifah as models
for the study. Autobiographies of Hanna Abu Hanna, Thill-ul-ghaima, Ali
Al-Khalili, Beit An-Nar, and Subhi Shahrouri, Thalath Layal Falastiniyya

Jiddan, were also tackled in this section.

The third section of chapter two talked about the narrator and about

the pronouns that could refer to and identify him/her.

Section four of this chapter was assigned to discuss the atmosphere

of the autobiography and presented , as models, the second part of Fadwa

Tugan‘s Al-Rihlah Al’as’ab and Hassan Khadir‘s Ardh-ul-Ghazalah.



Section five of chapter two talked about titles and their indications,

since book titles are similar to human names.

Chapter three of this research was assigned to discuss issues of the
autobiographies. Section one talked about the covenant and the importance
of investigating faithfulness in writing the autobiography. This was
achieved through surveying the second part of Fadwa Tugan‘s Alrihla Al-
As’ab and Ali Al-Khalili’s Bait An-Nar showing faithfulness and honesty

in these two Palestinian autobiographies.

Section two talked about memory and imagination in the Palestinian

autobiography and presented, as models, Murid Barghouthi’s Ra aytu

Ramalla and the first part of Hussein Barghouthi’s Aldhaw ‘Al-Azraq.

Section three talked about the conflict and agony in the Palestinian
autobiography and showed that conflict could be internal or external. It
presented Hanna Ibrahim’s, Hussein Barghouthi’s and Faisal Al-Hourani‘s
autobiographies as examples of internal conflict and ‘Aishah Odeh’s Ahlam
Bil-Hurriyyah and Yahya Yakhluf’s Yawmiyyat al-ljtiyah was-Sumud as

examples on external conflict.

Section four was designed to talk about the motives for writing and the
topics tackled in the Palestinian autobiographies. It showed that most of the
autobiographies shared topics like occupation, emigration, politics, land,
and resistance. Some of the autobiographies, Fadwa Tuqan’s and ‘Aishah
Odeh’s, discussed topics relevant to the woman and her freedom.

Nevertheless, most of the autobiographies shared topics like the tensions

D



and psychological pressures the writers experienced. Others talked about
mythology and some, poets in particular, presented their poetry in their

autobiographies.

Chapter four talked about the relationship between the common
autobiography and the narrative autobiography and autobiography novel. It
presented, as examples, Thill Akhar Lilmadina for Mahmoud Shugqair, and
Thill-ul-Ghaymah for Hanna Abu Hanna, in which the term,
Autobiography was not explicitly used in the title, and so, covenant was not
realized on the cover. Signs of this covenant appeared clearly in the early
pages of these autobiographies. This chapter also presented Al-Khawwas
for Hafith Barghouthi and Tada’iyat Dhamir Al-Mukhatab for ‘Adel Al-
Ustah as examples of autobiography novels and indicated that these two
works were autobiographies although their writers used the term ‘novel’ in

the titles.





