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Urbanization in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  

  By : Dr Nozha Y. AlJabri 

Abstract 
This study aims at examining the characteristic features 

of the Saudi Urban System from 1992 to 2004 , the 
discrepancy in the urbanization levels and the population 
growth rates among the kingdom Administrative Regions. 
Moreover , it focuses on the estimation of population mass in 
some selected Saudi cities along with both, the current 
structure of the Saudi urban pyramid and a suggested one.  

    Inductive approach has been adopted to give a 
comprehensive understanding of Saudi municipal idiosyn-
crasies. In addition, a group of distributional conventions have 
been applied , e. g . , Primacy Index and the Rank Size Rules. 

    The study has concluded several important results. 
First, non-existence of a balanced hierarchal structure of Saudi 
cities . Second, decrease of annual inhabitants growth Third , 
the actual distribution of the Saudi cities does not deviate a 
great deal from the theoretical domain of the Rank Size Rule 
Finally, there is a dimensional decline of the small and 
medium cities . 

Basic Terminology : Saudi cities , Saudi urban system ,  
City size distribution , Urban primacy , National constructional 
strategy . 
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ñŒîäÇ RVQQP SVYWR T Éjäí QQYXQY QUTRRX T òjÔrÛa QYQXRV RRWPVT T~W 

òjÔrÛa RUURV SUPRV T bèia QQRSQV QTVQQP T Éjäí QXXTSP RQUQQS T~V 

ÑîİÔÛa RUUQP SSRWU T ŠÇŠÇ QPXPUU QSXXPT T ¨a QVUWYY RPTSUW T 

ŠÇŠÇ RPWVP SQVYP S~X ÑîİÔÛa YXYRP QSRQYU S~U ŠÇŠÇ QTURSW QYTVRV S~U 

òàîy‰ QYSQU SPRUP S §aòíì YSXXX QRVQXV S òíì§a QSRPWX QXUWWY S 

ÕîÔi QXPXY RXYST R~Y ñŒîäÇ YQQPV QRPVYY S ñŒîäÇ QRXYSP QWWWPR S 

î QVVUR RWWRY R~W æaŠ¬ YPYXS QQUVWP S b×bØ QRRVXV QWPRYX S 

æaŠèÄÛ QVRVU RVVRP R~U ŠèÄÛæa WSVYQ QQQPTS S æa‹bu QPPVYT QVSTXV R 

Éjäí QUVTQ RUUYV R~T pbíŠÔÛa WRYRQ QPVWWR R~V pbíŠÔÛa QPPTSV QUWQYX R 

b×bØ QUSRR RTVTX R~S b×bØ VUWYS QPRXQX R ÑîİÔÛa YXRWX QUQSWV R 

ïÐÛŒÛa QTQWV RSWVW R~S pbèî UXPVP YYQTV R æaŠèÄÛa YWTTV QTUYVY R 

ò’îi QTPTP RRYTX R~QR ŠÛa UVXVV YUWRW R òybjÛa XURQR QTPYSV R 

õbîj• QSTVR RRQXS R æa‹bu UVUVU YRUSV R pë‰bm XPVXV QSVRSX Q~Y 

ïvÐ¨a QRUQY RQTVW R ïvÐ¨a TYWRY XYUUQ R ŠÛa WYVSR QSQXTS Q~Y 

ŠÛa QRSVV RPWYV Q~X òàîy‰ TUTWQ XVWUS Q~W í…aëŠaë†Ûb WYUUX QRWWRS Q~Y 

“íŠÇìia QRRWR RPQVV Q~X ò’îi TSTXU XTQRT Q~U ò’îi WXSPS QRSXUS Q~Y 

ôìÐ• QRRSW QYUWS Q~X ïÐÛŒÛa TQVVP XQVTY Q~U pbèî VVPSX QRPRQP Q~V 

ŠÐ§a QRQYP QYPQT Q~X pë‰bm SXPUU WYSQW Q ñ‰ëŠ‘ VRQXU QQVWWU Q~U 

ÙjäÛa QQWXP QXTXV Q~X ïß…aë†Ûa SWXWQ WWQQS Q êŠ¡ UYXPY QQSUSR Q 



Kא 

אא–אא–١٤٢٩–٢٠٠٨QRW 

…a†ÈmQYWTâ …a†ÈmQYYRâ òäí†½a RPPTâ 

aòäí†½ áv§a 
ïÜÈÐÛa 

áv§a 
ðŠÄäÛa 

æbØ
òäí†½a
µëþa

٪ 

òäí†½a áv§a 
ïÜÈÐÛa 

áv§a 
ðŠÄäÛa 

æbØ 
òäí†½a 
µëþa 

٪ 

 áv§a 
ïÜÈÐÛa 

áv§a 
ðŠÄäÛa 

æbØ
òäí†½a
µëþa

٪ 
pbèî QQQQW QWYXV Q~W ôìÐ• SWRXY WUPRY Q ïvÐ¨a UTTVT QQPTVS Q 

”bj QPVVQ QWUQS Q~W ñ‰ëŠ‘ SWPYQ WSPUU Q ïß…aë†Ûa USPWQ QPWUUV Q 

ÑíŠ QPQTV QWPVT Q~V “íŠÇìia SUQTX WQQXQ Q õbîj• URTTQ QPTWYX Q 

Íia‰ WXXW QVVSW Q~U õbîj• STYUQ VYTPR Q ïÐÛŒÛa URRPY QPRQWX Q 

ÑîÐÇ WWUR QVRSQ Q ÑíŠ SRPRR VWWPY Q ê†îÏ‰†ya UPPXP YYVXV Q 

Ýîj¦a WRRQ QUXTU Q ÕîÔi SQYXV VVPYW Q Ýöbª TXWVP YWSQS Q 

õa¨abí‰ WRPV QUTWV Q Íia‰ SQYVS VTUVP Q “íŠÇìia TWYYR YUPUP Q 

ïß…aë†Ûa WQUW QUQRU Q bzÏ‰ SPQSU VSPYS Q ôìÐ• TURPR YRXXY Q 

óÜîÛ WPYT QTWXX Q †Ûa RYUXT VQVYQ Q õbzÏ‰ TTXXY YPXRU Q 

âa WPUT QTTVW Q òÈàa RYURP VPSTY Q òàîy‰ TQTUX XXXUQ Q 

éİßb• WPPR QTQUY Q ÑîÐÇ RXPUS UYPVU Q Íia‰ TPYXV XVYVP Q 

òÈàa VXRW QSXVT Q wÜßa RUSUR UWXSU Q ÑíŠ TPQSW XUQTY P~Y 

éíØjÛa VTRS QSUXQ Q |í†ÔÛa RSUWX UVVUU P~X òÈàa SYXWU XSTQQ P~Y 

õbzÏ‰ VSQX QSSQP P~Y aŒßëòîÇ‰†ÛaRSTXW UUURQ P~X ï‘ŠvÜi SYVUP XQWTS P~Y 

—îÜ VRWU QSPTY P~Y òîßaìÈÛa RSTVW UTTSS P~X ÑîÐÇ SYUXQ XPQTP P~Y 

k’¨aâa“îi VRTY QRWYX P~Y Ýu RSSTT USSXV P~X Ýu SYQYU WXUYY P~Y 

ýÈÛa VRSU QRUUV P~Y ê†îÏ‰†ya RRUWX URSWY P~X Éöa†jÛa SVQSW WWQQV P~X 

õaŠÔ‘ VPSS QRSRT P~Y óÜîÛ RRSTY UQTPY P~X †Ûa STYPU WUVXX P~X 

Þ†ä¦aòßë… UXWQ QRQPP P~Y ýÈÛa RRPSS UPTWT P~W òîÇ‰†Ûa SSRQS WTSQQ P~X 

ê‰ëŠ‘ UWUV QQXXS P~X æìîÈÛa RQWYU TYUWS P~W wÜßa SSQUW WRYXT P~X 

éuìÛa UQVX QQVWU P~X éuìÛa RQTQS TXWPS P~W ÕîÔi RYVSQ WQWPT P~W 

éßŠ¨a UQSQ QQTWT P~W ÝîÜÛa RPYRT TWXVS P~W ýÈÛa RYQQR WPTVX P~W 

ï‘ŠvÜi UPWR QQRWY P~W òßë…

Þ†ä¦a 

RPQWV TWPUR P~W æìîÈÛa RWURV VYRVS P~V 

אWאאאאא١٩٧٤،אא،אא،
א،אאF،אאא١٩٨١K١٩٩٢

אאאאאאא،א١٩٩٢K٢٠٠٤
אאאאאאאא٢٠٠٤K 
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אKאW،א،א

אאאאא،אK
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אאא١٠٠٪א٨٢K٪
א،אא،אאאאא
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 אאאא

QSPאאא 

א،אא
אאאא،א،

אאאאאא
אאאאK 

F١٠E 
אאא٢٠٠٤ 

 
áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪æbØ

òäí†½a 

µëþa 
 

áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪Øæb

òäí†½a 

µëþa 
 

áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪æbØ

òäí†½a 

µëþa 
 

áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪æbØ

òäí†½a 

µëüa 

bíŠÛaòÔİäß òßŠØ½aòØßòÔİäßÉibm òîÓŠ’ÛaòÔİä½a ñ‰ìä½aòäí†½aòÔİäß 

íŠÛab TPXWQUR Q00.00 a†a VWVW .24 âbß†Ûa WTTSRQ QPP 
òäí†½a

ñ‰ìä½a 
YQXXXY 100.00 

xŠ¨a RPPYUX 4.92 ê‰ìnß VTXY .23 ÒìÐa RXWXTQ 38.67 Éjäí QXXTSP 20.51 

ïß…aë†Ûa USPWQ 1.30 æbjç‡ URVP .19 ‹½a RXUPVW 38.30 ‰†i RVVSS 2.90 

ð…aë

Šaë†Ûa 
WYUUX 1.95 İäßæaŠvãòÔ 

ŠÐy

åbjÛa 
RSQYWX 31.17 ýÈÛa RYQQR 3.17 

ïÐÛŒÛa URRPY 1.28 æaŠ¬ RTVXXP 100.00 Ýîj¦a RRRUTT 29.90 éî×bä§a QTSWY 1.56 

òÈàa SYXWU .98 ñ‰ëŠ‘ VRQXU 25.19 òjÔrÛa QYQXRV 25.77 î QTPYP 1.53 

ÑîÐÇ SYUXQ .97 bãìjy VVPX 2.68 ¨a QVUWYY 22.28 
†èß

kçˆÛa 
QSWWQ 1.50 

†Ûa STYPU .85 áÜÛañŠíby URSW R~QR ÑîİÔÛa YXRWX QS~RP —îÈÛa YVVW Q~PU 

éîÇ‰†Ûa SSRQS P~XQ òybjÛaòÔİäß æaŠèÄÛa YWTTV 13.09 †àrÛa XQRW .88 

óÜîÛ RWPRV .66 òybjÛa XURQR 100.00 pë‰bm XPVXV 10.84 ŠÐa VTXW .71 

òî»aŒ½a RTRRT .59 ï‘ŠvÜi SYVUP 46.53 pbèî VVPSX 8.87 ÇòÔİäß 

õaŠÔ‘ RRWYQ .56 êaì‚½a QXYYQ 22.29 ïvÐ¨a UTTVT 7.32 
î¼

Áî’ß 
SWRVYU 100.00 

ÝîÜÛa RSURQ .58 ÕîÔÈÛa QRVWT 14.87 ôìÐ• TURPR 6.07 bèia RPQYQR UT~QX 

bß‰ QXPXV .44 êìÜÓ QQUQU 13.51 òàîy‰ TQTUX 5.57 é’îi WXSPS RQ~PQ 

iòìy

áî· 
QVRVQ .40 Ö†ä½a YQTT 10.73 ÕîÔi RYVSQ 3.98 

†ya

ê†îÏ‰ 
UPPXP 13.44 

Šíb§a QSTWS .33 áî–ÔÛaòÔİäß æìîÈÛa RWURV 3.70 Ýöbª TXWVP 13.08 

iòìy

í†Š 
QQWRV .29 ê†íŠi SWXTRR 100.00 òîßaìÈÛa RURWY 3.40 ˜bàäÛa RSWXP 6.38 

Šub QQTSW .28 ñŒîäÇ QRXYSP 34.07 |í†ÔÛa RURVY 3.39 
æaŠèÃ

lìä¦a 
RPXYP 5.61 

éÓŠÇ QPXRR .26 ŠÛa WYVSR 21.04 ÙäÇ RQQUY 2.84 òíýÈÛa QWSRY 4.65 

bßŠ™ QPRVW .25 Éöa†jÛa TRUUV QQ~R ÒŠİÛa RQPPT 2.82 ê…‰ba QTVPQ 3.92 

áqbîa YQXY .22 òíØjÛa RTVRY V~U éíÈäÛa RPYVT 2.82 éßìäm QSSXT 3.59 

éíëb‰üa XYSS .22 kãˆ½a RTPSY 6.35 òßì–îÔÛa RPSQQ 2.73 ñaŠQRPXV 3.24 



Kא 

אא–אא–١٤٢٩–٢٠٠٨QSQ 

 
áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪æbØ

òäí†½a 

µëþa 
 

áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪Øæb

òäí†½a 

µëþa 
 

áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪æbØ

òäí†½a 

µëþa 
 

áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪æbØ

òäí†½a 

µëüa 

ê†îjÇ 

paŠß XVWS .21 
bí‰

õa¨a 
QTTVT 3.82 éÜîÜ§a QVVVV R~RT 

òÇŠÏ

kíŠ 
XXYW R~SY 

õý¹Šy XTTR .21 éju YPQX R~RX éîãbİjÛa QVSQP 2.19 
òÜy

“îª 
XSTS 2.24 

· XPTY .20 õa¨a VXXU 1.82 éÛŒîä½a QVPPU 2.15 ´äqüa WQPR Q~YQ 

éßŠy WSXQ .18 
æìîÇ

õaì¦a 
VSSU Q~W æaŠàÈÛa QUTSV 2.07 sîÜrm VUXP 1.77 

éäîîÈÛa

bèÇ‰aŒßë 
WRQY .18 

ñŠvç

ÇòÜÔ

‰ìÔ–Ûa 

UWTU Q~U âbà§aâa QUPTQ 2.02 
ìiaŠ¡

éäîØ 
UQTW 1.38 

ÂbÌÛa VYVP .17 ÕÜíìÐÛa UPYW 1.35 éîiýØÛa QTUVY 1.96 éÛbjm UPWQ 1.36 

Ö…bq VTRV .16 
åi´Ç

†îèÏ 
UPRS 1.33 éîibäÛa QRRXW 1.65 æa‹buòÔİäß 

Éí†jÛa

ïÛbà’Ûa 
VSSR .15 éä… UPPV 1.32 éîjíˆÛa QRRSP 1.64 æa‹bu 

QPPVY

T 
100.00 

‰bİÔÛaïy UYPT .14 ÚìjmòÔİäß åíŠÔÛa QQWYY 1.59 õbîj• URTTQ 52.08 

éÈîjšÛa UWQV .14 Úìjm TTQSUQ 100.00 ÙçbÛaâa QQVPR 1.56 
íŠÇìia

” 
TWYYR 47.66 

êìÜ§a UWPQ .14 wÜßa SSQUW 7.51 âbuëüa QQRUV 1.51 òİßb• RVSVR 26.18 

éšíëŠÛa UPWQ .12 õbàîm RVUXW 6.02 é’¦a QPWQX 1.44 “îi RTQVW 24.00 

òßŠØ½aòØßòÔİäß éuìÛa RUYXT 5.89 éí…ë‰b¦a QPSXY 1.40 †à™ QXPUV 17.93 

ê†u RXPQTXQ 100.00 ÝÔy RRRWR 5.05 “¦a QPRST 1.37 

†ya

y‰b½a

ê 

QWYSQ 17.81 

òØß

òßŠØ½a 
QRYTQVX 46.20 õbj™ RQYSY 4.97 Ýîj¦a XYTV 1.20 éîjÄÛa QPUPP 10.43 

ÑöbİÛa URQRWS 18.61 
åi‰†i

bßŠç 
URTQ 1.19 ê‰bÔÛa XYTT 1.20 Šöa†Ûa QPUPP 10.43 

òíì§a QSRPWX 4.71 Òì¦aòÔİäß ŠÐ¦a XUVP 1.15 æbŠÏ QPRYY 10.23 

êŠ¡ UYXPY 2.13 b×bØ QRRVXV 100.00 ê‰ì–ä½a XPWY 1.09 
Éí†jÛa

¿ŠÔÛaë 
XRRR 8.17 

Íia‰ TPYXV 1.46 pbíŠÔÛa QPPTSV 81.86 ríìnÛa XPVS 1.08 

éîÛbÈÛa

Šš¨aë

õa 

WVQS 7.56 

òßŠ¨a RTPRV .86 
òßë…

Þ†ä¦a 
RVQWY 21.34 éÜîßŠÛa WYWY 1.07 éí…aŠ¦a WRSV 7.19 

éiŠm RRXSV .82 ÝöbyòÔİäß éí†Üíì¨a WWYX 1.05 éà×by WQWV W~QS 

âìà¦a RQXRU .78 Ýöby RVWPPU QPP óiìnÛa WVPR 1.02 bíbš½a WPTQ 6.99 

êˆÐäÔÛa RPSQW .73 õbÈÔi QXVQS W bîÜÈÛaòíŠÓ WUWT 1.02 ðÔ’Ûa WPTQ V~YP 

‹ìÔÛa RPRTX .72 éju VUVP R~U æŠ¦a WPYY .95 åÈİ½a VYUQ 6.90 

òîã‰ QYVTS .70 æbä’Ûa VQSY 2.30 Œ×Š½a VSTY P~XU ÞaìİÛa VRWX 6.23 

—îÜ QVXWY .60 òîÛbà’Ûa…ë†§aòÔİäß ÞìšÐÛa UYYW .81 éîÜß UYXU 5.94 

sîÜÛa QUUYQ .56 ŠÇŠÇ QTURSW 100.00 ¿İ½a UXUV .79 êŠçŒß UTPY 5.37 
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QSRאאא 

 
áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪æbØ

òäí†½a 

µëþa 
 

áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪Øæb

òäí†½a 

µëþa 
 

áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪æbØ

òäí†½a 

µëþa 
 

áv§a 

ïÜÈÐÛa 

٪æbØ

òäí†½a 

µëüa 

êìè–Ûa YSVW .33 õbzÏ‰ TTXXY 30.91 åÈßi USVU .72 
ìia

ÉÜÛa 
USWQ U~SS 

á™a YPVS .32 éîÜÔíìÈÛa QQYPV 8.20 õbzİjÛa USRQ .71 l‰†Ûa URVR 5.23 

Þìq XPWU .29    éÜvîÜu URVS .71 î§a URRY U~QY 

ê’Ç WRWV .26    évîÜß UQUS .69    

éíì½a

†í†¦a 
WRSW .26    aŠ½a UPXY P~VX    

ÑîÜîÄ½a WPXS .25    éyý½a UPSY .68    
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