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Glottalical Pressure Phonemes in Arabic 
huru:f alqalqala  

by  
Samir Sharif Steitiy 

This research aims at classifying the articulatory features and 
acoustic characteristics of the so-called: sounds of qalqala in 
Classical Arabic. According to their production these phonemes are 
considered to be as glottalical pressure sounds. The research 
discussed their description and classification in the classical works 
of Arabic phonetics and grammar. As for their acoustical 
characteristics the researcher examined their energy, and sound 
pressure level in the computer speech lab (CSL). Each one of the 
five glottalical phonemes was pronounced in the same context 
twice: glottalical and pulmonic pressure. Results of the paper shows 
that time of vibration, energy, and pronunciation as pulmonic. 
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