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Abstract
The purpose of this contrastive study is to show the function of two 

morphemes in language usage. The first one is "ma" in Arabic; the other 
is "what" in English. The study explains the similarities and differences 
which appear through the using aspects in each language. The important 
similarities which the study shows are found in interrogative, relative, 
and exclamation. Meanwhile the differences are found in structure and 
some functions which belong to each morpheme. The study also shows 
some expecting difficulties in learning both languages as foreign ones. 
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What [ hwt; hwut ] Prone. ; Adj. ; Adv. ; Conj. Interj. )4(
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( )Muhammad Alkhuli, an Introduction to Linguistics, P. 17.
)(.
)(.
)(.



) ()(

.

 :

.
.

. :
.

.
.

:
.)(

" ") (
:)( :

)() (

 :)( .
) (

" :"
 :"" . :""

" :")( .
) () (

)(" :"

)(.
)(.
)(.
)(.
)(.



")()What (......"

) ()(

:)(:)(

" :""")(.

 .
) (

) + +() + (
) (" : "

.
)()(

)(:)( .) (

)() +(
" :""")(:

)( .

) (
:

. :)( .

. :)( .

." :."

.)(:
)(

)(.
)(.
)(.
)(.
)(.
)(.
)(.
)(.
)(
)(.



) ()(

)(

)(
:

." :."

." :."

." :."

." :."

." :."!

.)What(
)What ()things()()things (

)It (:

A: What’s your address?                   B: It’s 18 South Avenue. 

A: What’s the time?                          B: It’s five o’clock. 

A: What was the concert like?             B: It was wonderful )3( .

)things ()What (

) () :what’s he?() :He is 
a man() :He is a teacher(

:

What is he? =   What is his profession? )4(

:

)( : :.
(2) A . J. Thomson, A practical English Grammar, p. 22. 
(3) Geofrey Leech, A communicative English Grammar, p. 281. 
(4) Ibid, p. 281.  
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.What + Preposition 

:

A: “I am going to write on adventure story“. 

B: “What for?“ or “What about?“. )1(

)What (.

A: “What did you do that for?“. 

B: “I did it for the Ministry of Education”.

)For ()What (
.

A: “What did you open it with?“ )2( .

B: “I opened it with a suitable key”. 

)With ()What (
.

.What + If.
 :

.:

- What if it rains While we are a long way from the house?. 

- What if the remour is true? )3( .

.:

- What if we all go for a swim?. 

- What if you stay a bit longer? )4( .

( )A . J Thomson, op. ct. p. 23. 
( )Geoffrey Leech, op. ct. p 129. 
( )Angela Downing, A University Course of English Grammar, p. 208. 
( )ngela Downing, op. cit. p. 208.
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.What + be ….. + like

:

A: “What was the weather like?“. 

B: “It was very hot and cold“. 

A: “What’s he like?“. 

B: “He is a friendly sort of man“. )1(

)What(:

.
:

What happened to you last night? )2(

:

A: “What the hell makes you so smart?”,  I asked. 

B: “I wouldn’t go for coffee with you“, she answered. )3(

.:

“What! You shot him )4( .

.:

A: “What did you buy?“. 

B: “I bought a new car“. 

A: “What money can you borrow?“. 

B: “One hundred and fifty J.D.“ )5( .

( )Angela Downing, op. cit. p. 208.
( )Raymond Murphy, English Grammar in USA, p. 96.
( )Erich Segal, Love Story, p. 3. 
( )New Webester's Dictionary, p. 1766.
( )Ibid, p. 1766.
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What about having a drink?( )1 .

.
echo-question:

A: “He is an engineer“.  B:  “What he?“ or “He is what?“( )2 .

.
:

What is the ocean?. 

What is the ocean’s giant shelf?. 

What is the open ocean? )3( .

.:

A: “What time do you go to class?“. B:  “At nine o’clock“ )4( .

.
:

What does “pretty“ mean? Or What is the meaning of “pretty“ )5( .

:

..

.)What () (
.

..

( )Geoffrey Leech, op. cit. p. 168.
( )Ibid, p. 130.
( )A scott Fetzer Company, Exploring the Ocean, p. 7.
( )Betty Azar, Basic English Grammar, p. 66.
( )Ibid, p. 22.
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What’s your name?  

What’s the meaning of “pretty“?   “pretty“ 

What does “pretty“ mean?   “pretty“ 

What’s the ocean?  

What did you buy yesterday? 

What was his father?  

What time do you go to school? 
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relative pronouns :the thing thatthe things that:

 "what we saw astonished us ")What:(

 "the thing that we saw astonished us")(.

)What (
 :

I bought this map.        It help me a lot. 

 )What(:

I bought this map what help me a lot.   

)Which (
:

)(:
 :.

)(.
)(

 :.
( )A . J Thomson . op . cit  p. 33.
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I bought this map which helped me a lot. )1(

)What (
)What ()What (

 :

What happened to you last night? 

)(
)What(

)What ()noun phrase()(.

)What :(
"a cup of teaisWhat I need "

) :things (
:

They looked through all their books and what they didn't need were 
sold at a jumble sale )3( .

)What () (
" ") ( ...

.

)What (
)What () (

:

What we need is more powerful word- processors. )4(

)What () (

)What :(

What to do in case of fire. )5(

( )op . cit.  p. 33.
)(Betty Azar, op . cit  p. 264.
)(George Davidson, Guid to Grammar and English usage, p. 116.
)(Ibid, p. 68.
)(Angela Downing, op. cit. p. 208.
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)Treasure Island (
" :What I heard in the Apple Barrel")(.

)What ( :

These are better than what we saw in the shops yesterday. )2(   

)What(
:

Whatever             =  What + Ever 

Whatsoever          =  What + So ever 

:

- Whatever problems you have, you can always com to me for help. 

- Whatever you do I always love you. 

) (
 :

""

) (

Prisoners have to eat whatever they are given. 

.

:

Any day whatsoever will be suitable. )3(

:

.

)(Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island, p. 80.
)(George Davidson, op. cit. p. 117.
)(Angella Downing, op. cit. p. 177.
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We all need a holiday. 

)What (:

What we all need is a holiday. 
)(.

) ( :

.

.:

What hurts is my left leg. )2(

.:

What he says is not important) (.

What the company needs most is a wise leadership.)(:

.

.:

These events are worse than what we faced last year. )4(

):(

.

)(Angella Downing, op. cit. p. 250. 
)(Michael Swam, Practical English Usage, p. 138. 
)(Oxford dictionary, p. 977.
)(George Davidson, op. cit. p. 117
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What a beautiful day! 

What an idiot!. )1(

:

What lovely flowers! 

What tall man! 

)what ()How (
:

How strange a feeling it was seeing my old school again! 

)How (:

What a strange a feeling it was, seeing my old school again! 

)What a (
)(.

)(:
Exclamative StructureHigh lighted elementStructure

What a lot of people 
live here! 

What a fine singer she 
is. 

What a lovely voice 
she has

/subject

Complement of the 
subject.      

Predicator complement 

A lot of people live 
here.

She is a fine singer. 

She has a lovely 
voice.

)(Raymond Murphy, op. cit. p. 140. 
)(Geoffrey Leech, op. cit. p. 233
)(Angela Downing, op. cit. p. 200.
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What  =

What + main verb =

What + if =

What + with  =

What else  =

What  =

Whatever =

What a = + +
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