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Abstract

The purpose of this contrastive study is to show the function of two
morphemes in language usage. The first one is "ma" in Arabic; the other
is "what" in English. The study explains the similarities and differences
which appear through the using aspects in each language. The important
similarities which the study shows are found in interrogative, relative,
and exclamation. Meanwhile the differences are found in structure and
some functions which belong to each morpheme. The study also shows
some expecting difficulties in learning both languages as foreign ones.
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A: What’s your address? B: It’s 18 South Avenue.
A: What’s the time? B: It’s five o’clock.
A: What was the concert like? B: It was wonderful® .
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A: “I am going to write on adventure story“.
B: “What for? or “What about?. ")
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A: “What did you do that for?*.
B: “I did it for the Ministry of Education”.
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A: “What did you open it with?<®.
B: “I opened it with a suitable key”.
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- What if it rains While we are a long way from the house?.
- What if the remour is true? ® .
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- What if we all go for a swim?.

- What if you stay a bit longer? ®.
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“What was the weather like?*.
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“What did you buy?*.
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“What money can you borrow?.
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What we need is more powerful word- processors.
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What to do in case of fire."

op.cit. p.33. (V)

Betty Azar, op . cit p.264. (Y)

George Davidson, Guid to Grammar and English usage, p. 116. (V)
Ibid, p. 68. (%)

Angela Downing, op. cit. p. 208. (°)
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Whatever = What + Ever
Whatsoever = What + So ever
el e 5 ) ALY
- Whatever problems you have, you can always com to me for help.

- Whatever you do I always love you.
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Prisoners have to eat whatever they are given.
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Alaall oda s AY) Aaparall ALl e

Any day whatsoever will be suitable.”)
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Robert Louis Stevenson, Treasure Island, p. 80. ())
George Davidson, op. cit. p. 117. ()
Angella Downing, op. cit. p. 177. (Y)
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We all need a holiday.
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What we all need is a holiday.
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What hurts is my left leg.

sl anae 4l i) Le (L) ae o kil s cWhat he says is not important

o ki s (' What the company needs most is a wise leadership.

These events are worse than what we faced last year.“
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Angella Downing, op. cit. p. 250. ()
Michael Swam, Practical English Usage, p. 138. (V)
Oxford dictionary, p. 977. (V)
George Davidson, op. cit. p. 117 (%)
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What an idiot!."

YA

il Aaa & (What) sl o

Alal 058 O Ll sed Al gendl e (3 el 4oalaiV) (3 ol Canatl) sl
Ol Ll s el se 4be Cinaidl 8 s (8 (What) asd) ) (an) sl (a) S w50
:JsY) t)ﬂ\'ﬂ'\fm\ g clran 4 Canatial) u)Sd\Ags(an) Kl (a)ﬁé)}d\ Caday

What a beautiful day!

What lovely flowers!

What tall man!

S P il g
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CAPENUL AP PR PWIEEPREEE LN N

How strange a feeling it was seeing my old school again!

Alaal) ol (How) asd ) sall i Sy
What a strange a feeling it was, seeing my old school again!

@A Sl Baalie sy peliall 48 5,8 Bl (A 2 Ua (What a) adsells

Ot sk 2ns oS

Jsaally cdlaall 8 sela) SV juaiall o ady 4 50aiV) (8 Canndl) o SA
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Structure S <l High lighted element | Exclamative Structure
selia) YISV jaiall ‘E:;xﬂ\ S )
A lot of people live | subject 4] 2wl / Jeldll | What a lot of people
here. live here!
She is a fine singer. Complement of the | What a fine singer she
subject. il 44l is.
She has a lovely | Predicator complement | What a lovely voice
voice. Jseaall a5 | she has

Raymond Murphy, op. cit. p. 140.
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Geoffrey Leech, op. cit. p. 233 (V)
Angela Downing, op. cit. p. 200. (V)
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