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Pragmatics Lefore Austin:
Fact or Fantasy?

Brigitte Nerlich David D. Clarke
Traduction: Prof. Hafid Ismaili Alaoui
Qatar university — Qatar

Abstract

Pragmatics as a field of linguistic inquiry was born in the 1930s when Austin
began to think about a new conception of meaning in the context of human action.
However, there was a pragmatics before pragmatics, that is, a reflection on meaning
with reference to the situation in which meaning is produced via language, with
reference to the construction of meaning in the situation of linguistic interaction,
with reference to human action in general, and in particular with reference to the
goals we want to achieve in this interaction. We shall present a representative
sample of such theories as proposed by the protopragmatists Bernhardi, Reid and
Thiébault, and by the pragmatists avant la lettre Wegener, Gardiner and Paulhan.

Keywords: History of linguistics, Pragmatics, Speech Act, Context, Subjectivity Europe, 19th
century, Bernhardi, A.F, Reid, T, Thébault, D. Wegener, P. Paulhan, F. Gardiner, A. H.
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