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Abstract

The Umayyad age was a political, social and intellectual field from its
beginning till its end. It is rich with types of culture and sciences, political
conflicts, revolts and turmoil among people because of the policy of
Umayyad leaders. It is also full of tribal unrest, discrimination between
Muslims in the same society, the old and the young, the white and the
black, good and bad. It was a discrimination not based on piety.
Moreover, it is rich with literary heritage which witnessed all these
transformations and recorded them in a each and every detail as it was a
great literary again the Arabs’ history.

In this part, my study entitled: “Poetic Structure of Nusaib Bin Rabah’s
Poetry” came to highlight a set of issues related to the poet and his poetry
including: one of the black poets’ biography since his birth till death who
was suffering from a society which discriminated its members on an
incorrect base. He was treated badly because of his color by his
contemporaries, but the Caliphs gave him privileges when they knew his
great value from his works. However, there is still a side in his life which
IS obscure as he was a black slave whose history was incompletely
written like other black men but he retained some of his rights at the
ending of his life. Then, in this study, | tried to tackle issues discussed by
the poet and found him using common poetic purposes except using satire
at all. More interestingly, his collection does not include many poems, but
we even find it based on one to seven lines, which is a clear contrast
between what his contemporary critics and scholars said and his few
poems in this collection and this is an evidence of his loss of poetry on
purpose of narrators, or by narrations of other poets or unintentionally.

A lot of ancient and contemporary critics him as an advanced poet in
praise, description and other types of styles in addition to not using satire.
Perhaps the reason of being away from this latter art is his feeling of
interiority among his peers poets and scholars, not having a clan or tribe
to defend him, but he had self-esteem without satire or hypocrisy and he
was speaking to women behind a cover. However, he knew how to deal
with rulers. For instance, his story with the Caliph, Omar Ibn Abdelaziz,
when he prevented poets from entering, but with Bin Rabah’s insight told
the guard that: “I tell my poetry thanking Allah” and then the Caliph

allowed him to enter.

If we delved into his poems in detail, we will find him used his poems

well yto serve his suffering and the black color dilemma which
accompanied him. He did not wrote satire on anyone, praised the white
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woman who were chased by his lines anytime he finds a chance to do so.
Despite his small number of collections, he showed a strong poetic spirit.
As for his praise for the Caliphs and surrounding princes, Abdelaziz Bin
Marwan gained the biggest part of this praise as he was the one who
saved him from slavery and gave him independent existence and

prioritize him over his genius contemporaries.

Bin Rabah wrote a lot in description, wisdom and satire, but what was
noticeable really in his writings was that he depended on a , group of
birds in that he found some of his case describing using the cat and
pigeon to speak about his difficult psychological situation and his grief,
so he wrote all that was in his mind and heart in his unjust society at
them. With these unjust changes and poetry, Bin Rabah built his poems
on the general old form using ordinary styles in the beginning, subject
and ending. It is true that his collections do not give us correct judgment
on criticism standards in this age, but he used both positive and negative
sides in them reaching his purpose with being sure that they need some
completion. In addition, his language and style had a function varied
according to his purpose as well as his own special structural and
terminological dictionary as he presented them for black poets showing
that they tend to be colloquial language. When we speak about the
imagery, it was like other elements on which Bin Rabah based his poetry
showing his sensitive state towards white women whom he sought their
love. In return, these imageries were employed to serve his situation
towards society and purpose which he did not stop reminding us with
expressing his suffering and grief in his life by his imagery. Concerning
musicality, it represented a normal pace unlike fast movements of black
people or their songs but it was distributed on the short and long stanzas
and he did not hesitate in using it to remind the reader with his suffering
in his age and following ages till present days. Nusaib Bin Rabah loaded
what was in his heart, mind and feelings on his poems representing

unattainable two sides of his life which were: women and being black.
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