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Abstract

The Title of this dissertation is “Al Khabar among the literary
work of Ibn AL-Jawzi: A narratological Study”. Theoretically, the
core of the study is the one which all critics and researchers
stressed on the significance of this topic, whereas practically the
researcher depends on more than 340 literary works of the well-
known orator (Ibn AL-Jawzi).

The Subject of our study is theoretically one of the main
topics that have a high prestige and among literary critics and
scholars.

The reasons behind our selection for this title are:

1-The high and prestigious status of Al-Jawzi's personal

characteristics in that period.

2- The significance of this topic in Arabic literature, one can say
that the short story is the carrier of all over- whelming social
conventions and perspectives of Arabian society.

3-The lack of interest of the previous researchers in shedding
light on the importance of those short stories which can be
regarded as one of the influential genera of old Arabic
Literature.

4- Using a critical modern literary theory which is narratological
theory, in analyzing an old.

5- After reading the short stories, it has been found that all the
chosen stories beneficial for our study because they include
both narrative style and textuality.

Among the short stories, four of them are selected to be

analyzed. They are entitled “The Ladies, The comices and the

gays, the thinkers, the stupid and idiots”. Those stories are
chosen to be analyzed form the modern perspectives using
different techniques.
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This study consists of an introductory chapter and other four
chapters. The study is ended with some findings and
conclusions. These conclusions cannot be over-generalized for
all short stories of that period.

The first chapter is specified to discuss the components of
narration and styles; the chapter is divided into 2 sections:

The first section deals with topics related to narration (narrator,
narration, narrated to)

The second section is devoted to tackle narrative styles
including objective narration and subjective narration.

The second chapter which is divided into two sections focuses
on the tools of narration. In the first section, praising and
description are discussed. The borders and boundaries of
praising and narration are identified. The function of praising is
also highlighted which are decoration, analysis, deception and
illusion.

The second section, which is divided into two types, is devoted
to deal with dialogues including both direct and indirect
dialogues, and the second types which are soliloquy, and
monologue, are related to the psychological aspects of the
individuals.

Chapter three which focuses on events (incidents), characters,
including time and place is composed of four sections:

The first section tackles the structure of events and incidents in
short stories which are: a.Sequential structure (format), b.
implied structure (format) and c. Circular layout (format).

The second section is specified to shed light on characters and
the devices of identifying the characters which can be divided
into two types:

First type: direct identification from the analysis.
208



The second type highlights the indirect identification of the
characters through acting. The characters are divided into active
and passive characters. At the and of this section, the main
types of the character in the short stories are defined as
“historical characters, cultural characters, religious characters
and realistic characters.
The third section Time : This chapter is divided into two types
of time which are subjective time or psychological time and
objective or natural time. The study also sheds light on the
techniques used in the short stories which can be as follows:
1- The arrangement of narration which can be external,
internal and mixed narration.
The second part is specified to discussing the anticipation or
prediction. The characters predict their own and other
character's future through the ideas of the short stories.
2- The duration of the narration and the motion of the narration
which is composed of two axis:
The first axis: accelerating the narration: this can be achieved
by using the following devices: summarization and ellipsis.
The second axis highlights the devices of slowing-down the
narration, this is achieved by “praising, dialogue, scene and
pause”.
The fourth section 1s devoted to shed light on place or “space”
which is open, public, closed, private and historical spaces.
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