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Al-Ghurab has chosen this book of Ibn ‘Arabi’s as the
second complete book for his commentary, the first being the
Fusils al-Hikam. As the commentator rightly states it is
generally considered one of ‘Arabi’s easier works and
therefore could be accessible to a larger number of readers
than some of his writings. It is, of course, of great value to
students of Ibn ‘Arabi for its historical account of the people
of God, and also because of the insights it provides of the
intention and meaning behind their words, endeavours, and
the various forms their individual paths take towards
perfection.

This remains as much of value to seekers of the Truth as it
has always been in the past. Lastly, gratitude should be
expressed to Al-Ghurab for giving us this opportunity to gain

further understanding of Ibn ‘Arabi’s life and meaning.
Layla Shamash
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Risdlat Ruh al-Qurds has thiee rram themes: the first is the
lessons learned through the states and stations of saints who
lived before the Shaikh’s own time, for example, the Khalifas
Abu Bakr, Omar, Uthman, Ali, and others like Uwais al-
Qarani for whom the Shaikh felt a particular affinity; the
second theme covers saints and people of God’s way whom
the Shaikh had met during his lifetime. English readers are
familiar with this part of the work through the excellent
translation by Dr R. Austin, published as the Sufis of
Andalusia. Finally the third part consists of a description of
the Gifts (Ni’am) God has given his walf and the appropriate
thanks due to God.

The gifts which impel the perfect mind to achieve the
complete and appropriate worship are: the gift of existence;
the gift of existing as an eating and growing being and not as a
stone; the gift of raising you from the vegetable world to the
animal world; the gift of speech in preference to the animal
with senses; the secret of divinity (ulahiyyah) and
servanthood in man; the gift of repentance (rawbah), trust
(tawakkul) and purification; the gift of realising that there is
“no God but God”’ (la iléha illa Allsh); the gift of belief in
the Prophet; the gift of making you of the nation of
Muhammad; the gift of making you of the people of the Law
(sunnah), and the gift of making you obedient, a knower, a
worshipper and an inheritor. These gifts were related by Ibn
‘Arabi to his walf friend, who was urged to give due thanks.

Al-Ghurab’s commentary on the entire text is excellent,
never too long and not too brief. His explanations take the
form of footnotes with references based almost entirely on
Ibn ‘Arabi’s other works, for example, A/-Futihdt al-
Makkivah, Kitab al-Mubashshirat and many others.
Therefore, Al-Ghurab allows Ibn ‘Arabi to explain his own
meaning which is illuminating and satisfying. His chosen
quotations from Ibn “Arabi’s other works to explain difficult
points are very apt. For they, as usual in the Shaikh al-
Akbar’s writing, go to the heart of the matter and contain the
highest meaning. Where Al-Ghurab makes his own
comments, which is seldom, as in the explanation of Mount
Qaf, he bases them on his great and deep understanding of
Ibn ‘Arabi’s work.
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Commentary on a message ““The Holy Spirit’s Evaluation of
the Self” from the words of Muhyiddin Ibn ‘Arabi, compiled

and edited in Arabic by Mahmud Mahmud Al-Ghurab,
printed by Zain bin Thabit, Damascus, 1985.

Al-Ghurab has based this edition of *‘Risdlar Ruh al-Quds
Ji Muhésabat al-Nafs’’ or ‘“fi Mundsahat al-Ngfs’’ on a
manuscript in the Iibrary of the University of Istanbul dated
600 H / 1179 AD,

Risdlat Ruh al-Quds was written with the benefit of a
brother in God and a friend of the Shaikh al-Akbar Ibn
‘Arabi called Abu Muhammad Abdul-Aziz bin Abu Bakr Al-
Qurshi Al-Mahdawi who lived in Tunis. Ibn ‘Arabi addresses
himself directly to his friend throughout the Risdlat which
contains a continuing dialogue between the Shaikh al-Akbar
and his self (nafs). This dialogue consists of stories of the
paths of saints whom he had met in the flesh or in the spirit,
or saints whose lives are recounted by reliable witnesses.
These examples are used as a way of teaching the self which in
its turn aspires to but feels inadequate to emulate.

The Shaikh informs his friend that he had been ordered to
give advice. Al-Ghurab comments quoting Ibn ‘Arabi himself
in Kitab al-Mubashshirat that he had been ordered to advise
in general through the words of the Prophet and specifically
through direct instruction by God in Mecca and Damascus,
His earlier attempts at advice, according to him, were done
without acknowledging his own authorship as he felt that the
intention was that people should benefit according to their
measure whether cr not they knew who the author was.
However, this led some people to ascribe the unsigned works
to Al-Ghazali, for which he received insults from critics;
When this became apparent to Ibn ‘Arabi he felt he had to
declare his authorship from then on, so that no one would
receive any blame on his behalf.
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