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and hardship. Strong and steadfast must have been the motives which
enabled him, amidst such opposition and apparent hopelessness of success
to maintain his principles unshaken. No sooner was he released from
this restraint than, despairing of his native city, he went forth solitary and
unaided to At-Taif, and there summoned its rulers and inhabiiants to
repentance, with the message which he said he had from his Lord :on the
third day he was driven out of the town with ignominy, while blood
flowed from wounds inflicted on him by the populace. Retiting to a little
distance, he poured forth his complaint to God, and then returned to
Mecca, there to resume the same outwardly hopeless cause, with the same
high confidence in its ultimate success. Wec searéh in vain through the
pages of profane history for a parallel to the struggle, in which for thirteen
years the Prophet of Arabia, in the face of discouragement and threats,
rejection and persecution, retained thus his faith unwavering, preached
repentance, and denounced God’s wraih against his godless fellow-citizens.
Surrounded by a little band of faithful men and women, he met insults,
menaces, and danger with a lofty and patient trust in the future. And
when at last the promise of safety came from a distant quarter, he calmly
waited until his followers had all departed, and then disappeared from
amongst an ungrateful and rebellious people.

“Not less marked was the firm front and unchanging faith in eventual
victory which at Medina bote him through seven years of mortal conflict
with his native city ; and enabled him, sometimes even under defeat, and
while his influence and authority were yet limited and precariouns, even in
the city of his adoption, to speak and to act in the constant and undoubted
expectation of victory.”

Denunciation of Polytheism and Idolatry : “From the earliest
period of his religious convictions, the Unity, or the idea of One Great
Being guiding with almighty power and wisdom all creation, and yet
infinitely above it, gained a thorough possession of his mind. Polytheism
and idolatry, at variance with this grand principle, were indignantly
condemned, as levelling the Creator with the creature. On one occasion
alone did Mohammad swerve from this position, when he admitted that
the goddesses of Mecca might be adored as a medium of approach to
God{1}. But the inconsistency was soon perceived ; and Mohammad at
once retraced his steps. Never before, nor afterwards, did the Prophet
deviate from the stern denunciation of idolatry.”

(1) This is a great mistake on the part of the biographer caused by a misconception of
the peculiar verse of the Koran which refers exclusively to the heathens' own conviction of
the successful intercession of their idols. Qadi Ayad.
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acknowledged the hand of God. A fixed persuasion that every incident,
small and great, is ordained by the divine will, ied 10 the strong expressions
of predestination which abound in the Koran. It is the Lord Who turneth
the hearts of mankind ; and alike faith in the believer, and unbelief in the
infidel, are the result of the divine fiat. The hiour and place of everyman's
death, as all other events in his life, are established by the same decree;
and the timid believer might in vain seek to avert the stroke by shunning
the field of battle. But this persuasion was far removed from the belief in
4 blind and inexorable fate ; for Mohammad held the progress of events in
the divine hand to be amenable to the influence of prayer. He was not
slow to attribute the conversion of a scoifer, like Omar, or the removal of
an impending misfortune (as the deliverance of Medina from the Con-
federate hosis), to the effect of his own earnest petitions 1o the Lord.”

Unwavering Steadfastness at Mecca: “The growth in the mind
of Mohammad of the conviction, that he was appointed to be the Prophet
and Reformer, is intimately connected with his belief in a special Providence
embracing the spiritual as weli as material world ; and out of that con-
viction arose the confidence that the Almighty would crown his mission
with success. While still at Mecca, there is no reason to doubt that the
questionings and aspirations of his inner soul were regarded by him as
proceeding directly from Cod. The light which graduaily illuminated his
mind with a knowledge of the divine unity and perfections, and of the
duties and destiny of man,—light amidst gross darkness,—must have
emanated from the same source ; and He Who in His own good pleasure
had thus begun the work, would surely carry it through to a successful
ending. What was Mohammad himself, but an instrument in the hand of
the Great Worker 2 Such, no doubt, were the thoughts which strengthened
him, alone and unsupported, to brave for many weary years, the taunts and
persecutions of a whote people. In estimating the signal moral courage,
thus displayed, 1t must Aot be overlooked that for what is ordinarily termed
nhysical courage Mohammad was not remarkable.

“It may be doubted whether he ever engaged personally in active
conflict on the battle fields.  Though he often accompanied his forces, he
never himself led them into action, or exposed his person to avoidable
danger. And there were occasions, on which he showed symptoms of a
faint heart. Yet even so, it only brings out in higher relief, the singular
display of moral daring.  Let us for a moment look to the period when a
ban was proclaimed at Mecca against all citizens, whether professed
converts or not, who espoused his cause or ventured to protect him; and
when along with these, he was shut up in the ‘Shi'b’ or quarter of Abu
Talib, and these for three vears, without prospect or relief, endured want



Obaida, son of Harith, fell a martyr at Badr, and his widow Zainab,
danghter of Khuzaima, was taken in marriage by the Prophet in the same
year. In the next year, Abu Salma died, and his widow Um-i-Salma was
faken to wife by the Prophet. = As Christian criticism jays too much stress
upon the Holy Prophet’s marriage with Zainab daughter of Jahsh, a full
explanation of the events in conneciion with this marriage is necessary :

Zainab was the daughter of the Prophet's own aunt; she was one of
the early converts to Islam, and the Holy Prophet proposed to her brother
that she should be given in marriage to Zaid, his adopted son and
freedman.  Both brother and sister were averse to this match and only
yielded under pressure from the Holy Prophet. It is related, that they
both desired that the Holy Prophet himself should marry Zainab(), but the
Prophet insisted that she should accept Zaid.

The marriage was, however, not a happy one. Zainab was harsh of
temper, and she never liked Zaid, on account of the stigma of slavery which
attached to his nmame. Differences arose, and Zaid expressed a desire to
the Holy Prophet of divorcing Zainab., The news was grievous to the
Prophet, for it was he who had insisted upon the marriage, and he

therefore advised Zaid not to divorce her.  He feared that people would

object, that a marriage which had been arranged by the Prophet, was
unsuccessful. It is to this circumstance, that the verse in the Koran
37 : XXH refers : “And, you feared men, and God had a greater right that
you should fear Himf(2},”

Let us now revert to Sir William Muir's views of the character of the
Prophet. -

Conviction of Special Providence : “Proceeding now to consider
the religious and prophetical character of Mohommad, the first point which
strikes the biographer is his constant and vivid sense of a special and all-
pervading Providence. This conviction moulded his thoughts and designs,
from the minutest actions in private and social life to the grand conception,
that he was destined to be the Reformer of his people and of all Arabia.
He never entered a company but he sat down and rose up with the
mention of the Lord.  When the first-fruits of the season were brought
to him, he would kiss them, place them upon his eyes and say: ‘Lord, as
Thou hast shown us the first, show unto us likewise the last’ In trouble
and affliction, as well as in prosperity and joy, he ever saw and humbly

(1) Al Razi; Abul Fida; lbn Athir & ¢

(2) On the other hand, an end had to be put to the old custom of the Arabs’
condemning a man's marriage with a woman who was once wedded to his adopted son.
Hence, Kuran's verse.
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faithtul husband to her alone. 1t is obviously absurd, to think that a man
whose character was such, could have any ‘range of uxorious inclinations.’

Sir William Muir asserts, that ‘‘it was not until the mature age of
fifty-four, that the Prophet made the ‘trials’ of Polygamy.” It is obviously
a contradiction, unworthy of a fair and impartial critic, to think for a
moment that at such an advanced age, a man who had ‘lived in his youth
a virtuous life,’ and who, ‘at the age of twenty five, married a widow, forty
years old, during whose life-time, for five and twenty years, he was a
faithful husband to her alone,’ should have sexual inclinations. To any
really impartial biographer and also to any thoughtful reader, this is quite
impossible.

But the marriages of the Holy Prophet have furnished his critics with
their chief weapons of attack, and the interested missionary has gone so
far as to call him a voluptuary. although some of his own revered spiritual
leaders and prophets were chronicled to possess even as many as a few
hundred wives(l), For this reason | give here a few particulars regarding
the Prophet’s marriages.

His first marriage was coniracted when he was twenty five years of
age, and the widow, Khadija, whom he married was forty years old, that is
fifteen vears his senior. |t was with her and her alone, that he passed all
the years of his youth and manhood, until she died three years before the
Hijra, or emigration to Medina, whea he was already an old man of fifty.
This circumstance alone is sufficient to give the lie to those who would
belittle him and call him a veluptuary.  After her death, while still at
Mecca, he married Sauda and Ayesha, the latter of whom was his only
virgin wile, and she was the daughter of his intimate and illustrious friend
and helper Abu Bakr. Then followed the emigration to Medina, and
subsequent to the emigration, he had to fight many battles with his
enemies, the Koreish,~or such tribes as sided with the Koreish and
persecuted the Moslems.  The resuit of these battles, was a great
discrepancy between the nuinber of males and females, and as his favourite
followers fell in the field of battle, fighting his enemies, the care of their
families devolved upon the Prophet and his surviving companions. In the
battle of Badr fell Khunais, son of Huzafa, and the faithful Omar’s daughter
Hafsa was left a widow. Omar offered her to Oihman and Abu Bakr in
turn, and she was at last married to the Holy Prophet in the third year of
the Hijra.

(1) David had six wives and numerous concubines, (2 Sam. v. 13. 1 Chrou, iii 1-9;
xiv 3) Solomon had as many as 700 wives and as many as 300 concubines, (Kings xi : 3)
Rehoboams had 18 wives and sixty concubines (2 Chrou, xi 21}
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space in refuting the numerous mis-representations made by hostile
biographers. However, as one instance of the false charge of cruelty,
brought against the Prophet or his followers without foundation, | quote
a statement on the subject by Mr. George Sale:— “Dr. Prideaux, speaking
of Mohammed’s obliging those of Al Nadir to quit their settlements, says
that a party of his men pursued those who fled into Syria, and having
overtaken them, put them all to the sword, excepting only one man that
escaped.  ‘With such cruelty; continues he, ‘did those barbarians first set
up to fight for that imposture they had been deluded into(1). But a learned
gentleman has already observed, that this is all grounded on a mistake
which the doctor was led into by an imperfection in the printed edition of
Eimacinas ; where, after mention of the expulsion of the Nadirites, are
inserted some incoherent words, relating to another action which happened
the month before, and wherein seventy Moslems, instead of putting others
to the sword, were surprised and put to the sword themselves, fogether
with their leader Al Mondar Ebn Omar, Caab Ebn Zeid alone escaping,
(Vide Gagnier, not. in Abulf. Vit. Moh, p. 72)(2).

Sir William Muir continues his remarks on the person and character of
the Prophet as follows :—

Domestic Life : “In domestic life, the conduct of Mohammad was
exemplary.  As a husband his fondness and devotion were entirte.  As a
father he was loving and tender. In his youth, he lived a virtuous life ; and
at the age of twenty-five he married a widow, forty years old, during
whose lifetime, for five and twenty years, he was a faithful husband to
her alone.  Yet it is remarkable that during this period were composed
most of those passages of the Koran, in which the black eyed ‘Houries’
reserved fur Believers in Paradise, are depicted in such glowing colours.”

Sir William Muir, following the example of other Christian writers, has
attributed the Prophet's polygamy to ‘unchecked range of his uxorious
inclinations,’ and when veiwing the social and domestic life of Mohammad,
faitly and impartially,’ he saw it to be chequered by light and shade ;
and that, “while there is much to form the subject of nearly ‘unqualified’

praise, there is likewise much which cannot be spoken of but in terms
of reprobation.”

Sir William Muir himself, as quoted above, states that in his youth the
Prophet lived a virtuous life ; and at the age of twenty five married a widow,
forty years old, during whose life-time, for five and twenty years, he was a

(1) Prid. Life i Mah. p. 82,

(2) G. Sale, Trans. of Al Koran P, 105, Fred Warne & (i,
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with others; and was sedulously solicitous for the personal comfort of
every one about him. A kindly and benevolent disposition pervades all
these illustrations of his character.”

Friendship : “Mohammad was also a faithful friend. He loved
Abu Bakr with the close affection of a brother ; Ali, with the fond partiality
of a father. Zaid, the Christian slave of his wife Khadija, was so strongly
won by the kindness of the Prophet, that he preferred to remain at Mecca,
rather than return home with his own father: ‘I will not leave thee,” he
said, clinging to his patron, ‘for thou hast been a father and a mother to
me.! The friendship of Mohammad survived the death of Zaid, and his
son Osama was treated by him with distinguished favour for the father's
sake. Othman and Omar were also the objects of his special attachment;
and the enthusiasm, with which at Al Hodeibiya, the Prophet entered into
‘the Pledge of the Tree', and swore that he would defend his beleaguered
son-in-law even to the death, was a signal proof of faithful friendship.
Numerous other instances of Mohammad's ardent and unwavering regard
might be adduced. And his affections were in no instance misplaced ; they
were ever reciprocated by a warm and self-sacrificing love.”

Moderation and Magnanimity : “In the exercise of a power
absolutely dictatorial, Mohammad was just and temperate Nor was he
wanting in moderation towards his enemies, when once they had cheerfully
submilied to his claims. The long and obstinate struggle against his
mission, main\tained by the inhabitants of Mecca, might have induced its
conqueror to mark his indignation in indelible traces of fire and blood.
But Mohammad, excepting a few criminals, granted a universal pardon ;
and, nobly casting into oblivion the memory of the past, with all its
mockery, its affronts and persecution, treated even the foremost of his
opponents with gracious and even friendly consideration, Not less marked
was the forbearance stown to Abdallah and the disaffected citizens of
Medina, who for so many years persistently thwarted his designs and
resisted his authority, nor the clemency, with which he received the
submissive advances of tribes that before had been the most hostile, even
in the hour of victory(1).”

Some Christian biographers of the Prophet dwell too much on what
they termed his cruelty towards his enemies. Honestly speaking, cruelty
was nowhere shown in the conduct of the Prophet, as the reader wili have
observed in his Life, as given in this book.

[t is not the intention of the author of this book to occupy too much

(1) Vide Sir Wiiliam Muic's The Life ot Mobammad,”
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Simplicity of his Life : “A patriarchal simplicity pervaded his life.
His custom was to do everything for himseif. If he gave an alms, he
would place it with his own hand in that of the pelitioner. He aided his
wives in the household duties, mended his clothes, tied up the goats, and
even cobbled his sandals. His ordinary dress was of plain hhite cotton
stuff, made like his neighbours ; but on high and festive occasions he wore
garments of fine linen, striped or dyed in red. He never reclined at meals.
He ate with his fingers ; and when he had finished, he would lick them
before he wiped his hands. He lived with his wives in a row of low and
homely coftages, built of unbaked bricks, the aparmlenis separated by walls
of palm-branches, rudely daubed with mud, while curtains of leather, or of
black haircloth, supplied the place of doors and windows. He was to all
easy of access,—'even as the river’s bank to him that draweth water from
it'—yet he maintained the state and dignity of real power. No approach
was suffered to familiarity of action or speech. The Prophet must be
addressed in subdued accents and in a reverential style. His word was
absolute ; his bidding law. Embassies and deputations were received with
the utmost courtesy and consideration. In the issue of rescripts, bearing
on their representations, or in other matters of state, the Prophet displayed
all the qualifications of an able and experienced ruler, as the reader(l) will
have observed from the numerous examples given. And what renders
this the more strange, is that he was never known himself to write.”

Urbanity and Kindness of Disposition : “A remarkable fealure
was the urbanity and consideration, with which Mohammad treated even
the most insignificant of his followers. Modesty and kindliness, patience,
self-denial and generosity pervaded his conduct and rivetted the affections
of al! around him. He disliked to say No. [f unable to answera petitioner
in the affirmative, he preferred silence. ‘He was more bashful,’ says his
wife Ayesha, ‘than a veiled virgin; and if anything displeased him, it was
rather from his face, than by his words, that we discovered it he never
smote anyone, but in the service of God, not even a woman or a servant”
He was not known ever to refuse an invitation to the house even of the
meanest, nor to decline a proffered present, however small. When seated
by a friend, ‘he did not haughtily advance his knees towards him. He
possessed the rare faculty of making each individual in a company think
that he was the favoured guest.  If he met any one rejoicing at success,
he would seize him eagerly and cordially by the hand. With the bereaved
and afflicted, he sympathised tenderly. Gentle and indulgent towards
little children, he would not disdain to accost a group of them at play,
with the salutation of peace. He shared his food, even in time of scarcity,

{1} i e. the reader of Sir Wm. Mair's ‘Life of Mohammad’.



power of working miracles.  Whatever he had said he could do, his
disciples would straightway have seen him do. They could not help
attributing to him miraculous acts which he never did, and which he always
denied he could do. What more crowning proof of his sincerity is needed ?
Mohammed to the end of his life claimed for himself that title only, with
which he had begun, and which the highest philosophy and the truest
Christianity wiil one day, | venture to believe, agree in yielding to him, that
of a Prophet, a very Prophet of God(1)”

Vitl
The Person and Character of the Prophet Mohammad

It is only right that, before bringing the biography of the Prophet
to a conciusion, | should give tllustration of his chief traits and character,
as already brought to light and passed as authentic by distinguished
European critics.

Sir William Muir writes(2),

Personal Appearance and Gait {(of the Prophet) : “His form,
though little above mean height, was stately and commanding. The depth
of feeling in his dark black eyes and the winning expression of a face
otherwise attractive, gained the confidence and love of strangers, even at
the first sight.  His features often unbended into a smile full of grace and
condescension. “He was’ say his contemporary biographers, ‘the handsomest
and bravest, the brightest faced and most generous of men.! Yet when
anger kindled in his piercing glance, the object of his displeasure might
well quail before it. His stern frown was an augury of death to manv a
trembling captive. |n later vears, the erect figure began to stoop; but the
step was still firm and quick. His gait has been likenzd to that of one
descending rapidly a hill, " When he made haste, it was with difficulty that
one kept pace with him. He never turned, even if his mantle caught in a
thorny bush, so that his attendants talked and laughed freely behind him,
secure of being unobserved.”

‘His Habits : “Thorough and complete in all his actions, he took in
hand no work without bringing it to a close. The same habit pervaded his
manner in social intercourse. If he turned in conversation towards a friend,
he turned not partially, but with his full face and his whole body. In
shaking hands he was not the first to withdraw his own: nor was he the
first to breik off in converse with a stranger, nor to turn away his ear.”

(1} Vide 'Mohammed and Mohammedanism' by Basworth Smith, p. 340.
(2) Vide ‘The Life of Mohammad' by Sir Wnt. Muir.
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Mr. Bosworth Smith, apparently an uprejudiced English historian
m his “Mohammed and Mohammedanism” comments as follows :—

“Mohammed did not, indeed, himself weld together into a homogen-
eous whole a vast system of states like Charles the Great. He was not
a philosophic king, like Marcus Aurelius, nor philosopher, like Aris-
totle, or like Bacon, ruling by pure reason the world of thought for cen-
turies with a more than kingly power; he was not a legislator for all man-
kind, nor even the highest part of it, like Justinian; nor did he cheaply
earn the title of the Great by being the first among rulers to turn, like
Constantine, from the setting to the rising sun. He was not a philanthrop-
ist, iike the Greatest of the Stoics.

“Nor was he the apostle of the highest form of religion and civilis-
ation combined, like Gregory or Boniface, like Leo or Alfred the Great
He was less, indeed, than most of these in one or two of the elements
that go to make up human greatness, but he was also greater. Half
Christian and half Pagan, half civilisd and half barbarian, it .was given to
him in a marvellous degree to unite the peculiar excellences of the one
with the peculiar excellences of the other. ‘I have seen,’ said the ambas-
sador sent to the triumphant Quoraish at the despised exile at Medina
‘] have seen the Persian Chosroes and the Greek Heraclius sitting upon
their thirones; but never did [ see 2 man ruling his equals as does Mo-
hammed.’

“Head of the state as well as of the Church, he was Caesar and
Pope in one; but he was Pope without the Pope's pretensions, Caesar
without the legions of Caesar. Without a standing army, without a fixed
revenue ; if ever any man had the right to say that he ruled by a right
divine, it was Mohammed, for he had all the powers without its instru-
ments, and without its supports .

“By a fortune absolutely unique in history, Mohammed is a threefold
founder of a nation, of an empire, and of a religion. llliterate himself,
scarcely able to read or write, (') lie was yet the author of a book which
is a poem, a code of laws, a Book of Common Prayer, and a bible in
one, and is reverenced to this day by a sixth of the whole of the human
race, as a miracle of purity of style, of wisdom and of truth, It was
the one miracle claimed by Mohammed — his standing miracie he called
it, and a miracle indeed it is. But looking at tlie circumstances of the
time, at the unbounded reverence of his followers, and comparing him
with the fathers of the church or with mediaevel saints, to my mind the
most miraculous thing about Mohammed is, that he never claimed the

(1) All trustworthy commentators aud Moslem Historians agree in that the Prophet
Mohammad was absolutely illiterate. He could never read or write. (Cf.Ibn Athir; ibn Hisham
Al Wakidi; G. Sale; Sir. Wm. Muir; The Koran)

C.K. 108

S ————



— 63 —

can possibly be written by the pen of a European historian. In his
lecture “ The Hero as Prophet,” Thomas Carlyle writes: * Mohamet
himself, after all that can be said about him, was not a sensual man,
We shall err widely if we consider this man as a common voluptuary,
intent mainly on base enjoyments — nay, on enjoyments of any kind.
His household was of the frugalest, his common diet barley-bread and
water ; sometimes for months there was not a fire once lighted on his
hearth. They récord with just pride that he would mend his own shoes,
patch his own cloak. A poor hard-toiling, ill-provided man; careless of
what vulgar men toil for. Not a bad man I should say; something better
in him than hunger of any sort; or these wild Arab men fighting and jostling
three-and-twenty years at his hand, in close contact with him always,
would not have reverenced him so. These were wild men, bursting ever
and anon into quarrel, into all kinds of fierce sincerity ; without right,
worth and manhood, no man could have commanded them. They called
him Prophet, you say ? Why he stood there face to face with them;
bare, not enshrined in any mystery, visibly clouting his own cloak, cob-
bling his own shoes, fighting, counselling, ordering in the midst of them,
they must have seen what kind of a man he was, let him be called what
“ye like. No emperor with his tiaras was obeyed as this man in a cloak
of his own clouting. During three and twenty years of rough actual trial,
I find something of a veritabe hero necessary for that of itself.

“His last words are a prayer, broken ejaculations of a heart strug-
gling-up in trembling hope towards its Maker. We cannot say that his reli-
gion made him worse ; it made him better; good not bad. Generous
things are recorded of him: when he lost his daughter, the thing he
answers is, in his own dialect everyway sincere, and yet equivalent that
to that of Christians, ‘The Lord giveth and the Lord taketh away ; bles-
sed be the name of the Lord.) He answered in like manner of Zaid, his
emancipated well-beloved slave, the second of the believers. Zaid had
fallen in the war of Tabic, the first of Mahomet's fighting against the
Greeks. Mahomet said.it was well; Zaid had done his Master's work.
Zaid had now gone to his Master: it was all well with Zaid. Yet Zaid's
daughter found him weeping over the body; — the old greyhaired man
melting in tears! ‘What do1 see ?' said she. ‘You see a friend weeping
over his friend’ He went out for the last time into the mosque two
days before his death ; asked, if he had injured any man ? Let his own
back bear the stripes. If he owed any man? A voice answered: ‘Yes me
three drachms borrowed on such an occasion.” Mahomet ordered them to
be paid. ‘Better be in shame now’, said he, ‘than at the day of judgment.’
You remember Khadijah and the 'No, by Allah! Traits of this kind show
us the genuine man, the brother of us all, brought visible through
twelve centuries, the veritable Son of our common Mother.” (1)

{1) Lectures on Heroes by Thomas Carlyle, p. 66.
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tmade lawful; nor have I prohibited aught, but that which God
in His Book hath prohibited.” Then turning to to the women
who sat close by, he exclaimed: “O Fatima, my daughter, and Safia, my
aunt, Work ye both that which shall procure you acceptance with the
Lord; tor verily I have no power to save you in any wise.” He then
rose and re-entered the house of Ayesha. (1) After this, the Prophet
never appeared at public prayers. A few hours after he returned from
the mosque, the Prophet died whilst laying his head on the bosom of
Ayesha. As soon as the Prophet's death was announced a crowd of
people gathered at the door of the house of Ayesha, exclaiming, “ How
can our apostle be dead?” “No," said Omar, ‘he is not dead, he
will be restored to us, and those are traitors to the cause of Islam who
say he is dead. If they say so let them be cut in pieces.” But Abu Bakr
entered the house at this moment, and after he had touched the body
of the Prophet with demonstration of profound affection, he appeared
at the door and addressed the crowd with the following speech: “O
Maoslems, if any of you has been worshipping Mohammad, then let me
tell you that Mohammad is dead. But if you really do worship God,
then know you that God is living and will never die, Do you forget
the verse in the Koran: ‘Mohammad is but an apostle, before whom
other apostles have already passed?' and also the other verse: ‘Thou
shalt surely die (O Mobammad ) and they also shall die?' Upon
hearing this speech of Abu Bakr, Omar acknowledged his error and
the crowd was satisfied and dispersed,

Al Abbas, the Prophet's uncle, presided at the preparation for the
burial, and the body was duly washed and perfumed. There was some
dispute between the Koreishites and the Ansars as to the place of burial ;
but Abu Bakr settled the dispute by affirming that he had heard the
Prophet say, that a prophet should be buried at the very spot where he
died. A grave was accordingly dug in the ground within the house of
Ayesha, and under the bed on which the Prophet died. In this grave
the body was buried, and the usual rites were performed by those who
were present.

Thus the glorious life of the Prophet Mohammad ended. The
Arabs, being then united in one faith and under one banner and one
prince, found themselves in a position to make those conquests which
extended the Mohammadan faith over so great a part of the world, (2)

The following comment on the Prophet's life by Thomas Carlyle,
will be found to be as true a picture of Mohammad's character as

i [Ibn Hislam: Al Wakidy; fbn Athir,
%) (. Sale in his Preliminary Discourse to his translation of the Koran.
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He soon succeeded in gaining over his tribesmen, and with their help
reduced to subjection many of the neighbouring towns. He Kkilled
Shahr whom the Prophet had appointed as Governor of Sana in the
place of his father, Bazan who had just died. Bazan had been the viceroy
of Yemen, under Chosroes of Persia, and after he had adopted Islam,
was allowed by the Prophet to remain as Governor of Yemen. He was
able to convert to Islam all the Persian colony in that province. Al
Aswad, the conjurer, had now killed Shahr, but soon after, he was mas-
sacred by the Persians of Yemen. The other two pretenders, Tulayha
and Haroun by name, were not suppressed until after the death of the
Prophet, during the reign of Abu Bakr. Haroun, better known as Mus-
saylamah, addressed to the Prophet a letter which ran as follows : “From
Mussaylamah, the Prophet of God to Mohammad the Prophet of God.
Peace be to you. | am your partner. Let the exercise of authority be
divided between us. Half the earth will be mine, and half will belong
to your Koreish. But the Koreishites are too greedy to be satisfied with
a just division.” To this letter the Prophet replied as follows: “From
Mohammad, the Apostle of God, to Mussaylamah, the liar. Peace be to
those who follow the right path. The earth belongs to God. It is He

Who maketh to reign whomsoever He pleaseth. Only those will prosper
who fear the Lord.”

The health of the Prophet grew worse. His last days were remark-
able for the calmness and serenity of his mind. He was able, though
weak and feeble, to lead the public prayers, until within three days of
his death. He requested that he might be permitted to stay at Ayesha's
house, close to the mosque, during his illness, an arrangement to which
his other wives assented. As long as his strength lasted, he took part in
the public prayers. The last time he appeared in the mosque, he addressed
the congregation, after the usual prayers were over in the following
words : “O Moslems, if I have wronged anyone of you, here 1 am to
answer for it; if I gwe aught to anyone, all 1T may happen to possess
belongs to you.” A man in the crowd rose and claimed three dirhams
which he had given to a poor man at the request of the Prophet. They
were immediately paid back with these words: "Better to blush in this
world than in the next” The Prophet then prayed and implored God’s
mercy for those who had fallen in the persecution of their enemies, He
recommended to all his followers the observance of religious duties and
the leading of a life of peace and good-will. He concluded his advice
with the following verse of the Koran: “The future mansion (of paradise)
We will give unto them who do not seek to exalt themselves on earth
or to do wrong; for a happy issue shall attend the pious.” Then he spoke
with emotion, and with a voice still so powerful as to reach beyond the
outer doors of the mosque : “By the Lord in Whose hand lies the soul
of Mohammad,” he said, “as to myself no man can lay hold on me in
any matter ; I have not made lawful anything excepting what God hath
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ye appear before the Lord, as this day and this month is sacred for al;
and remember, ye shall have to appear before your Lord Who shall
demand from you an account for all your actions, Ye people, Ye have
rights over your wives, and your wives have rights over you.... Verily ye
have taken them on the security of God and have made their persons
lawful unto you by the words of God. And your slaves, see that ye feed
them with such food as ye eat yourselves, and clothe them with the
stuff ye wear, and if they commit a fault which ye are not inclined to
forgive, then part with them; for they are the servants of the Lord
and are not to be harshly treated. Ye people,  Listen to my words
and understand them. Know that all Moslems are brothers. Ye are
one brotherhood; but no man shall take aught from his brother,
unless by his free consent. Keep yourselves from injustice. Let him
who is present tell this to him who is absent. It may be, that he whois
told this afterward may remember better than he who has now heard it. "

The Prophet concluded his sermon by exclaiming, ¢ QO Lord, I
have fulfilled my message and accomplished my work.” The assembled
multitude all in one voice cried, “ Yea, verily thou hast. " The Prophet
again exclaimed, “ O Lord, [ beseach Thee, bear witness unto it. ”

Having rigorously performed all the ceremonies of the pilgrimage,
that his example might be followed by all Moslems for all succeeding
ages, the Prophet returned with his followers to Medina.

The eleventh year of the Hijra, being the last year of Mohammad's
life, was spent at Medina. There he settled the organisation of the pro-
vincial and tribal communities which had adopted Islam and become the
component parts of the Moslem federation. More officers had to be
deputed to the interior provinces for the purpose of teaching their inhabit-
ants the precepts of the religion, administering justice, and collecting tithes.
Muaz-Tbn-Jabal was sent to Yemen. On his departure to that distant
province the Prophet enjoined him to use his own discretion, in the
event of his being unable to find express authority in the Koran. Ali
was deputed to Yamama in the south-east of the Peninsula. To him the
Prophet said: *“ Never decide between any two parties who come to you
for justice unless you first hear both of them. "

A force was now being prepared under Osama, the son of Zaid, who
was killed at Muta, against the Byzantines, to exact the long delayed re-
paration for the murder of the envoyin Syria, when the news of the Pro-
phet's sickness and failing health caused that expedition to be stopped. This
news was soon noised abroad and produced disorder in some districts.
Three pretenders had arisen who gave themselves out as prophets, and
tried by all kinds of imposture to win over their tribes. The most dan-
gerous of these pretenders was known as Al Aswad. He was a chief of
Yemen and a man of great wealth and sagacity, and a clever conjurer.




— BQ —

turned to their homes and before the following year was over the
majority of them were Moslems.

During the tenth year of the Hijra as in the preceding one, nu-
merous embassies continued to pour into Medina from all parts of Arabia,
to testify to the adhesion of their chiefs and their tribes. Teachers were
sent by the Prophet into the different provinces to teach the new converts
the principles and precepts of Islam. These teachers were invariably given
the following injunctions when they were about to departon their mission:
“ Deal gently with the people, and be not harsh; cheer them, and do
not look down upon them with contempt. Ye will meet with many
believers in the Holy Scriptures, (1) who will ask you ‘' What is the
key to heaven?’ Answer them that it (the key to heaven) is to bear
witness to the Divine truth and to do good." (2)

Thus, the mission of the Prophet Mohammad was now accomplished;
the whole work was achieved in his lifetime. [Idolatry with its nameless
abominations was entirely destroyed. The people who were sunk in
superstition, cruelty and vice, in regions where spiritual life was utterly
unknown, were now united in one bond of faith, hope and charity. The
tribes which had been, from time immemorial, engaged in perpetual wars
were now united together by the ties of brotherhood, love and harmony.
Henceforth, their aims are not confined to this earth alone; but there
is something beyond the grave — much higher, purer and diviner —
calling them to the practice of charity, goodness, justice and universal
love. They could now perceive that God was not that which they
had carved out of wood or stone, but the Almighty, Loving, Merciful
the Creator of the Universe.

On the return of the sacred month of the pilgrimage, the Prophet,
under the presentiment of his approaching end, determined to make a
farewell pilgrimage to Mecca. In February 632, he left Medina with a
very considerable concourse of Moslems. It is stated that from 90,000
to 140,000 persons dccompanied the Prophet. {3) On his arrival at the
holy places, from which every trace of the old superstition had been
removed, and which in accordance with his orders of the previous year,
1o idolater was to visit unless he assumed the pilgrim garb. Before
completing all rites of the pilgrimage, he addressed the assembled multi-
tude from the top of the Mount Arafat, in the following words: “ Ye
people! Listen to my words, for know not whether another year will
be vouchsafed to me after this year to find myself amongst you. Your
lives and property are sacred and inviolable amongst one another until

() i.e Jews or Christians.
(z) 1bn Hisham.
(3 Ibn Hisham, tbn Athir Vol, 1l
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Arabs for its idolatrous priesthood. A small detachement under Al;
was sent to reduce them to obedience and to destroy their idols. The
prince of the tribe was Adi, the son of the famous Hatim, whose
generosity was spoken of all over the peninsula of Arabia. On the
approach of the Moslem force, Adi fled to Syria, leaving his sister with
some of his principal clansmen, to fall into the hands of the Moslems.
These were conducted by Ali with every sign of respect and sympathy
to Medina. When the daughter of Hatim came before the Prophet
she addressed him in the following words : “ Apostle of God, my father
is dead; my brother, my only relation has fled into the mountains, on
the approach of the Moslems. 1 cannot ransom “yself; 1 count on
your generosity for my deliverance. My father was an illustrious man,
the prince of his tribe, a man who ransomed prisoners, protected the
honour of women, fed the poor, consoled the afflicted and wag
deaf to no appeal.” “ Thy father, ” answered the Prophet, ‘“had the
virtues of a true Moslem; if it were permitted to invoke the Mercy of
God on any whose life was passed in idolatry, I would pray-to God for
mercy for the soul of Hatim.” Then, addressing the Moslems around
him, he said:  The daughter of Hatim is free, her father was a gene-
rous and humane man; God loves and rewards the merciful. " With
the daughter of Hatim, all her people were set at liberty. She proceeded
to Syria, and related to her brother the generosity of Mohammad. Adj,
touched by gratitude, hastened to Medina where he was kindly received
by the Prophet. He professed Islam and returned to his people, and
persuaded them to abandon idolatry. They all submitted and became
devoted Moslems, (1)

Hitherto no prohibition had been enforced against idolaters entering
the Holy Kaaba or performing their abominable rites within the sacred
precincts. Towards the end of the ninth year of the Hijra, during the
month of pilgrimage Ali was delegated by the Prophet to read a Procla-
mation that ran as follows: “No idolater shall after this year perform
the pilgrimage ; no one shall make the circuit of the temple naked (such a
disgraceful custom was practiced by the heathen Arabs), any treaty with
the Prophet shall continue in force, but four months are allowed to every
man to return to his territories; after that there will be no obligation
on the Prophet, except towards those with whom treaties have been
concluded. (2)

The vast multitude who had listened to the above declaration re-

() Cf Ibn Hisnam; [bn Athir Vol. [, Tabari Vol, II., Amir Sayed Aly; Suirit
of Islam.

(9 Abul Feda; Ibn Athir; Ibn Hisham.
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him to set free their families. The Prophet replied that he was willing to
give back his own share of the captives and that of the children of
Abdul Muttalib, but that he could not force his followers to abandon the
fruits of their victory. The disciples followed the generous example of
their teacher and about six thousand people were in a moment set free.()
The spirit of liberty influenced the hearts of several members of the
Thagif tribe who offered their allegiance and soon became earnest
Maoslems.

The Prophet now returned to Medina fully satisfied with the
achievements of his mission.

The ninth year of the Hijra is known as the year of embassies, as
being the year in which the various tribes of Arabia submitted to the
claim of the Prophet and sent embassies to render homage to him.
Hitherto the Arabs had been awaiting the issue of the war between
Mohammad and the Koreishites ; but as soon as that tribe — the principal
of the whole nation, and the descendants of Ismail, whose prerogatives
none offered to dispute — had submitted, they were satisfied that it
was not in their power to oppose Mohammad. (2) Hence their embassies
flocked into Medina to make their submission to him. The conquest of
Mecca decided the fate of idolatry in Arabia. Now deputations began to
arrive from all sides to render the adherence to Islam of various tribes.
Among the rest, five Princes of the tribe of Himyar professed Islam and
sent ambassadors to notify the same. These were the Princes of Yemen,
Mahra, Oman and Yamama.(3)

The idolaters of Tayef, the very people who had driven the Preacher
of Islam from their midst with violence and contempt now sent a deputation
to pray forgiveness and ask to be numbered amongst his followers. They
begged however, for temporary preservation of their idols. As a last
appeal they begged for one month’s grace only. But this even was not
conceded. The Prophet said Islam and the idols could not exist together.
They then begged for exemption from the daily prayers. The Prophet
replied that without devotion religion would be nothing. At last they
submitted to all ‘that was required of them. They, however, asked to be
exempted from destroying the idols with their own hands. This was
granted. The Prophet selected Abu Sufian and Mughira to destroy the
idols of the Tayefites, the chief of which being the notorious idot of Al
Lat. This was carried out amidst cries of despair and grief from the
women of Tayef.

The conversion of this tribe of Tayef is worthy of notice. This tribe
which hitherto had proved hostile to the new faith was noted among the

(1) Cf. Tabari, Vol. lII; ibn Hisham; lbn el Athir, Vol. IL
(2) G. Sale, Introd. to Koran.
(3) Cf. Abul Feda, G. Sale; Intro. to Koran. .
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