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by God Himself, and to sink their tribal dissensions in the common weal
of the brotherhood of faith.  “O men, verily, we have created you of one
male and one female; and we have divided you into peoples and tribes,
that ye might have knowledge one of another. Truly, the most worthy of
honour in the sight of God is he who feareth Him most, Verily, God is
knowing and cognisant!.”

Equality of rights was thus the distinguishing feature of the Islamite
commonweslth. A convert from a humbler clan enjoyed the same righis
and privileges as one who belonged to the noblest Koreish, Even a slave
was admitted as a brother from the very moment.of his conversion, and the
highest dignitary in the state thought it no dishonour, to partake of his
repast with him. Nor in the plice of worship were suffered artificial
differences between man and man : the high and the low, the prince and_
the peasant, the rich merchant of Mecca and the roaming bedouin of the
desert, stood shouider to shoulder in the presence of their common Deity.
This equality and fraternity was, and is even to-day, though much weakened,
the key-note of Islam and the secret of its power as a world-religion?
This levelling principle, underlying the tenets of the new faith, proved a
veritable blessing to the Arabs in particular.  Tribes and races, hitherto at
war with one another, were, in the embracing fold of Islam, welded into
one nation, imbued with common ideas, common aims and aspirations, and
devoted to a common cause. Conflicting interests were harmonised from
a loyal desire to advance the public good. The Holy Koran laid down
certain principal laws, intended to govern their new relations as members
of the state, to extinguish the fire of the old tribal jealousy, and to affect
a union of hearts unknown before. The laws soon succeeded in bringing
order out of chaos and confusion and made civic life possible for the first
time in Arabia. “O believers,” so run the fine verses of the Koran, “if any
wicked man come to you with news, make a thorough inquiry, lest through
ignorance ye harm a people and have to repent on the morrow of what ye
have done; and know that an apostle of God is among you. Should he
submit to you in most matters ye would certainly fall into difficully. But
God hath endeared the faith to you, and bath given it favour in your hearts,
and hath made unbelief and wickedness and disobedience hateful to you.
Such are they who pursue a right path,—a bounty from God and a grace :
and God is knowing and wise. If two bodies of the believers are at war,
then make ye peace hetween them with fairness and do justice : God loveth
those who are just. Those who believe, are brethren : wherefore make
peace between your brethren; and fear God, that ye may obtain mercy.,

(1) Koran, ch. “The Apartments.” )
(2} T. W. Amold, ‘The Preaching of Islam.
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noble in its doctrine of the duty of man to the lower creatures. There 1s
little in it of superstition', less of complexily of dogmas : it is an exacting
religion without the repulsiveness of asceticism ; severe but not merciless.

“Nothing in fact is more odious, according to the doctrines of lslam,
than the self-inflicted torments and voluntary penance of the ascetics. It
always recommends the cultivation of the social virtues and the practice of
those qualities which form the graces of a corporate life.  Islam laid the
foundations of a social system which breathes the spirit of charity, friend-
ship, and mutual trust among its members. So impressively did the
Prophet bring these high lessons home to the Arab mind, both by precepts
and example, that the tribal jealousies of centuries soon became extinct, the
old spirit of revenge, inherent in the nation, died away, and the hearts of
the true believers were knit together in the closest bond of sympathy and
fraternity. They now felt themselves as the brethren of one and the same
faith, and citizens of the same commonwealth, enjoying equal rights and
privileges.

“Islam penetrated into the very hearts of the Arab people, and the old
spirit of jealousy and vengeance, of hostility and ill-will, yielded place to a
happy consciousness of the power of love, sympathy and fellow-feeling ;
the very character of the Arab mind was changed, and many of the evils
rooted in the nation were fast eradicaled. Within the Islamic common-
wealth the internecine wars, which were the cause of much wanton
bloodshed, soon became a thing of the past;and hostile tribes were united
in faith and opedience;and the valour which had been idly spent in
domestic quarrels, was vigorously directed against a foreign enemy>”

Xl
The Political System of ISLAM

When the Prophet settled at Medina, he established a commonwealth
based, not upon the old basis of consanguinity, but upon Religion, with
the Prophet himself as the chief magistrate. The spirit of blood-revenge,
derived from the fiery and sensitive temper of the Arabs which was respon-
sible for the long-protracted biood-feuds between clan and clan, waned
away, and in its place there grew up in each member of the new common-
wealth a genuine, earnest desire to see the peace and unity of the
commuuity maintained. The sense of tribal pride and superiority lost much
of its keenness: the bond of consanguinity was greatly relaxed. They
were taught to reverence the new institution, planted through the Prophet,

(1) There is not the slightest superstition in Islam.

(M) S, L, Poole's ‘Lectures on Lslam)”
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XI
The Social Changes Brought about by the Prophet

Dealing with the social changes brought about by the Prophet, Dr.
Noldeke states':  “One fact among others, by which we can estimate the
striking impression the Prophet produced upon the Arabs, is that as each
tribe submitted, or adopted his religion, it renounced the right of retaliation
for the bloodshed in the struggle. Under other circumstances, this
renunciation of blood-revenge, or of wergild at least, would have seemed
to the Arab the lowest depth of humiliation. This was, indeed, so striking
a feature of the new brotherhood that it could Aot fail to make a silent but
deep impression upon the unbelieving multitude who now began to feel
the power of the new religion.

“To those who seek miracles, this glorious result, achieved in less than
a decade, canstitutes a real and splendid miracle of Islam, which alone
gives it the title, to be ranked as 2 great religion and a wonderfy] civilising
agency. In an exquisitely beautifyl passage, full of grace and wisdom, the
Holy Koran draws a contrast between the life and manners of the Arabs in
the shade of Islam and those in pre-Islamic times; and urges upeon the
true believers a true union of hearts, and dwells on the real purpose of the
advent of the new religion. Here is a translation of the verses: ‘O ye
believers, fear God as He deserveth to be feared ; and die not but as true
Muslims.  And hold ye fast by the cord of God, all of you, and do not
scatter yourselves, and remember God’s goodness towards you, kow that
when you were enemies. He united pour hearts, ant through His grace, ye
became brethren, and when ye were on the brink of the pit of fire, He drew
you back from it: thus clearly God showeth His signs, that ye may be
guided. And let there be among you a people who invite to the good,
and enjoin the right, and forbid the wrong : and these are they who shall
succeed.  And be ye not like those who have broken into divisions and
fallen into variance, aiter the clear proofs have come to them ;and for those
there waits a terrible chastisement”

Xil
The Political Organisation Wrought by the Advent
of Islam

“Islam”, writes Mr. Stanley Lane Poole, “is a form of pure theism,
simpler and more austere than the theism of most forms of modern
Christianity?, lofty in the conception of the relation of man to God, and

(1) Dr. Noldeke's Book on Islam,
(2) In fact there is not to be found such a pure theism in any other religion than Isjam.
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concubines, why should not they raise the same objection against such of
the Old Testament prophets whose number of wives and concubines had
by far exceeded that number ?

David had six wives and numerous concubines (2 sam. v. 13; 1
Chron. iii, 1-0; xiv. 3); Solomon as many as 700 wives and as many as 300
concubines, (Kings xi. 3). Rehoboam had 18 wives and 60 concubines
(2 Chron. xi. 21), a plurality expressly forbidden to the sovereign of [srael,
who was commanded not to multiply wives to himself (Deut, xvii. 17).

Honestly speaking, prejudice and partiality alone reign over all the
writings of Christian missionaries, when they deal with the person and
character of the Holy Prophet.

The mere fact that the Prophet Mohammad entered into polygamous
relationship, should not be made the pretext for atlacks on his unsullied
character, vouched for by friends and foes alike. The circumstances,
connected with the marriages of the Prophet must be taken into considera-
tion, in order to come to a right conclusion. As already slated !, he
passed his adult days with an eiderly widow and did not condescend to
enter into another wedlock, even though the Meccan elders gladly agreed
to place the most beauteous damsel of the wealthiest family at his disposal.
However, later on, in the declining years of his life, he married a number
of wives who, with the solitary exception of Ayesha, were either widows
or divorced worhen. These facts, viewed in the light of the truth that the
Prophet passed his days in preaching and actively pushing the cause of his
new faith, and his nighfs in prayer, and that the Prophet was universally
believed to be an honest man, endowed with all the qualities of moral
greatness and all the attributes of virtuous manliness, bring home the con-
viction to every sound mind, that sensuality as a motive of action, is con-
spicuous by its absence i the life of the Holy Prophet of Islam. Each
of his marriages brdught a world of social and political good to the
Moslem community, and these marriages were a valuable instrument in
welding together the contending factions of Arabia into a united community.
Had polygamy, aliowed by the Prophet under reasonable restraints and
limitations, been a social bane, as some prejudiced critics try to assert, it
would have hampered the mora! elevation of the corrupted Arabs, But
with the adoption of Islam as a moral code the moral improvement grew
apace, and the transformation wrought in the moral condition of Arabia, is
without a parallel in the history of the world.

(1} Vide pp. 68—70 oi this Book.
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“It is this perfect abnegation of self, connected with this apparently
heartfelt piety, running throughout the various phases of his fortune, which
perpiex one in forming a just estimate of “Mahomet's” character, However
he betrayed the alloy of earth after he had worldly power at his command,
the early aspirations of his spirit continually returned and bore him above
all earthly things. Prayer, that vital duty of Islamism, and that infallible
purifier of the soul, was his constant practice. ‘Trust in God’, was his
comfort and support in times of trial and despondency. On the clemency
of God, we are told, he reposed ail his hopes of supernal happiness.
Ayesha relates that on one occasion she inquired of him, ‘Oh, prophet, do
none enter Paradise but through God's mercy » -None, none,-none,’ replied
he, with earnest and emphatic repetition. ‘But you, Oh prophet, will not
you enter excepting through His compassion ¢ Then ‘Mahomet’ put his

hand upon his head, and replied three times, with great solemnity, ‘Neither_

shall I enter Paradise, unless God cover me with His mercy.’

“When he hung over the death-bed of his infant son \Ibrahim, resigna-
tion to the will of God was exhibited in his conduct under this keenest of
afflictions ; and the hope of soon rejoining his child in Paradise was his
consolation. When he followed him to the grave, he invoked his spirit,
in the awful examination of the tomb, to hold fast to the foundations of
the faith, the unity of God, and his own mission as a prophet. Even in
his own dying hour, when there could be no longer a worldly motive for
deceit, he still breathed the same religious devotion, and the same belief in
his apostolic mission, The last words that trembled on his lips ejaculated
a trust of soon entering into blissful companionship with the prophets
who had gone before him L”

X
Attacks of Christian Divines against the Private Character
of the Prophet

The manner, in which Christian divines have attacked the private
character of the prophet, is indeed very surprising.  They seem to reject
the sacred mission of the Prophet Mohammad metely on account of his
polygamous marriages etc., when yet they receive as inspired the sayings
of Balaam, David or Solomon, Missionaries should not, as a rule, attack
the character of Mohammad.

If the prophetic mission of Mohammad should be rejected by the
ministers of the church on account of his having had nine wives and two

(1) W. Irvings Life of ‘Mahomet’ (Bell & Daldy, London) P 200.

sy
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To assail it, must draw on himself the hostility of his kindred, the indigna-
tion of his fellow-citizens and the horror and odium of all his countrymen
who were worshippers of the Kaaba.

“\Was there anything brilliant in the outset of his prophetic career to
repay him for these sacrifices, and to lure him on ? On the contrary, it
was begun in doubt and secrecy. For years it was not attended by any
material success. In proportion as he made known his doctrines and
proclaimed his revelations, they subjected him to ridicule, scorn, obloquy.
and finally to an inveterate persecution, which ruined the fortunes of
himself and his friends; compelled some of his family and foliowers to
take refuge in a foreign land ; obliged him to hide from sight in his native
city, and finally drove him forth a fugitive, to seek an uncertain home
elsewhere. Why should he persist for years in a course of ‘imposture’
which was thus prostrating all his worldly fortunes, at a time of life when
it was too late to build up anew ?

“He was forty years of age before he first broached his doctrines. He
suffered year after year to steal away, before he promulgated them outside
of his own family, When he fled from Mecca, thirteen years had elapsed
irom the announcement of his mission, and from being a wealthy merchant,
he had sunk to be a ruined fugitive.  When he reached Medina, he had no
idea of the worldly power that awaited him ; his only thought was to build
a humble mosque where he might preach ; and his only hope, that he
might be suffered to preach with impunity.

) “His military triumphs awakened no pride nor vainglory, as they
would have done had they been effected for selfish purposes. In the time
of his greatest power he maintained the same simplicity of manners and
appearance as in the days of his adversity. So far from affecting regal
state, he was displeased if',"bn entering a room, any unusual testimonial of
respect were shown him. If he aimed at universal dominion, it was the
dominion of faith : as to the temporal rule which grew up in his hands, he
used it without ostentation, and he took no siep to perpetuate it in his
family.

“The riches which poured in upon him from tribute and the spoils of
war were expended in promoting the victories of the faith; and in relieving
the poor among its votaries ; insomuch that his treasury was often drained
of its last coin.  Omar Ibn Al Hareth declars that ‘Mahomet’ at his death,
did not leave a golden dinar nor a silver dirham, a slave nor a slave-girl,
nor anything but his gray mule Daldal, his arms and the ground which he
bestowed upon his wives, his children, and the poor,



His intellectual qualities were undoubtedly of an extraordinary kind.
He had a quick apprehension, a retentive memory, a vivid imagination, and
an inventive genius. His ordinary discourse was grave and sententious,
abounding with those aphorisms and epilogues, so popular among the
Arabs ; at times, he was excited and eloquent, and his eloquence was aided
by a voice musical and sonorous.

He was sober and abstemious in his diet, and a rigorous observer of
fasts. He indulged in no magnificence of apparel, the ostentation of a
petty mind, neither was his simplicity in dress affected, but the result of a
real disregard to distinction from so trivial a source.  His garments were
sometimes of wool, sometimes of the s!riped' cotton of Yemen, and were
often patched. He forbade the wearing of clothes entirely of silk; but
permitted a mixture of thread and silk.

He was scrupulous as to personal cleanliness, and observed frequent
ablutions.  In his private dealings he was just. He treated friends and
strangers, the rich and the poor, the powerful and the Weak, with equity,
and was beloved by the common people for the affability, with which he
received them, and listened to their complaints. He was naturally irritable,
but had brought his temper under great control, so that even in the self-
indulgent intercourse of domestic life, he was kind and tolerant, served
him from the time [ was eight years old,’ said his servant Anas, ‘and he
never scolded me for anything, though things were spoiled by me.

IX
The real Motives of the Prophet

W. Irving, seeking to discover the real motives of ‘Mahomet’, ‘in
giving himself for a prophet of God’, put the following questions, which he
himself answered : —

“Was it riclies 3 His marriage with Khadija had already made him
wealthy, and for years preceding his ‘pretended vision’, he had manifested
no desire to increase his store. Was it distinction » He already stood
high in his native place, as a man of intelligence and probity. He was of
the illustrious tribe of Koreish, and of the most honoured branch of that
tribe.  Was it power 7 The guardianship of the Kaaba, and with it the
command of the sacred city, had been for generations in his immediate
family, and his situation and circumstances entitled him to look forward
with confidence to that exalted trust. In attempting to subvert the faith, in
which he had been brought up, he struck at the root of all these advani-
ages. On that faith were founded the fortunes and dignities of his family,
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Earnestness and Honesty of Mohammad at Mecca: “As he
was himself subject to convictions thus deep and powerful, it will readily
be conceived that his exhortations were distinguished by a corresponding
strength and cogency.  Master of eloquence, his language was cast in the
purest and most persuasive style of Arabian oratory. His fine poetical
genius exhausted the imagery of nature in the illustration of spiritual
truths ; and a vivid imagination enabled him to bring before his people the
Resurrection and the Day of Judgment, the joys of believers, in Paradise,
and the agonies of lost spirits in Hell, as close and impending realities.
In ordinary address, his speech was slow, distinct, and emphatic ; but when
he preached, his eyes would redden, his voice rise high and loud, and his
whole frame agitate with passion, even as if he were warning the people of
an enemy, abotut to fall on them the next morning or that very night”

His disposition : “When Ayesha was questioned about Mohammad,
she used to say: ‘He was a man just such as yourselves; he laughed
often and smiled much.’ If he had the choice between two matters, he
would always choose the easier, so that no sin accrued therefrom. He
never took revenge, excepting where the honour of God was concerned.
When angry with any person, he would say : ‘“What hath taken such a one
that he should soil his forehead in the dust.””

Humility : “His humility was shown by his tiding upon asses, by
his accepting the invitation even of slaves, and when mounted, by his
~taking another behind him.  He would say: 'l sit at meals as a servant
doth, and | eat like a servant, for | really am a servant;’ and he would sit
~ as one that was ready to rise. He discouraged supererogatory fasting, and
“works of mortification. He hated nothing more than lying ; and whenever
he knew that any of his followers had erred in this respect, he would hold
himself aloof from them, uptil he was assured of their repentance.”

LN

Attitude at Prayers: “He used to stand for such a length of time
at prayer that his legs would swell. When remonstrated with, he said :
‘What, shall I not behave as a thankful servant should ? He never yawned
at prayer. When he sneezed, he did so with a subdued voice, covering
his face. At funerals he never rode; he would remain silent on such
occasions, as if conversing with himself so that the people used to think
he was holding communication with the dead'.”

The following are abstracts of Washington Irving’s account of the
characteristics of the Prophet Mohammad 2

(1) Sir William Muir's The Life of Mohammad,
(2) Life of Mahomet by Washington lrving (Bell & Daldy, London 1364),

{10)
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