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will clearly show that the number of illegitimate births is alarmingly greatet
in Christian than in Moslem countries. The honour of the fair sex is
more in jeopardy in the former than elsewhere, and the freedom of the
softer sex is nowhere so cruelly abused and insulted as in Christian lands.
Islam enjoins upon its followers to live and act under a constant sense of
the fear of God. Whatever a Moslem does, he does it God-fearingly.
Fear of God is the prevailing passion with a Moslem, and governing all his
thoughts, words, and actions. Even in conjugal relations and connubial
dealings, fear of God is the main motive of action.

I give, below, in extenso, the nuptial sermong*universally preached on
the occasion of marriage, in imitation of the Holy Prophet ;—

“O ye believers, fear God as He deserves o be feared, and die not
without having become Moslems. O men, fear your Lord Who hath
created you of one progenitor, and of the same speces created He his
wile, and from these twain hath spread abroad so many men and women.
And fear ye God, in Whose name ye ask mutuai favours, and reverence the
wombs that bore you.  Verily, God is watching over you. O believers,
fear God and speak with well-guided speech, that God may bless your
doings for you and forgive you your sins.  And whoso obeyeth God and
His apostle, with great bliss he surely shall be blest.”

The sermon is a coliection of Koranic verses, and their repetition at
each and every wedding, is meant to remind the Moslem men and women
of their duties and obligations, It opens with a commandment to fear
God, and the self-same commandment is repeated quite a number of times
in the course of the sermon, showing that the whole of the ceremony is to
be carried through with fear of God so that from beginning to end it may
be a pure, moral binding, and no selfish equivccation or hypocritical
prevarication may mar the sanctity of the sacred rite. The obligations
accepted by the pair at the time when the marrizge sermon is delivered,
wiil thus be real and will exercise a lasting influence on the future life of
the couple, as man and wife. The institution. based solelv on fear of
God, is bound to be holy and those who hold to such a holy institution
cannot be charged with sinister motives, if they are true Moslems. Such
a sacred system can never be productive of sex-indulgence. A man who
God-fearingly enters into a contract and binds himself to certain obliga-
tions, cannot be termed a sexual man. The verces clearly give the Moslem
to understand that the ultimate object of the marriage contract is to win
the pleasure of God. When acting from such motives, it cannot be
conceived that a Moslem considers himself to be pleasing God, while
indulging in sensuaiity. Sensuality is an abomination to God, and a
Moslem knows that fact from the Koran, mare than anybody else. It is



ye that | am come to give peace on earth 7 | tell you, nay, but rather
division” Once more we read in the Gospel : ‘Then said he unto them,
but now he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment and tuy one’
It is now as clear as the day, that if Jesus had had the opportunity of
gaining political strength, he would have filled the earth with war and
bloodshed, notwithstanding his saying ‘Love your enemy Peace is the
thing a Moslem is called upon to maintain by whatever means he can : but
peace, according to the above statements attributed to Jesus, is the very
thing Christ came to destroy '.” '

Instead of the Christian commandment, ‘Resist not evil, but whosoever
smiteth thee on the right cheek, turn to him the other also,’ the Moslems
follow their Koranic verdict, to wit :  “Ward off evil in the best possible
manner %"

I evil is not to be resisted, it would be allowed to grow unchecked,
and eat away the very vitals of humanity.  All gaols, reformatory schools,
and law-courts should be abolished forthwith, so that under the charitable
teachings of the Christian faith, evil may have perfect freedom and run riot
in whatever way it can.  When it is a sin to resist evil, the natural
consequence is the abject toleration, or rather encouragement, of all sorts
of nefarious designs and mischievous courses. Human nature is not safe
under the assumed Christian teachings ; therefore it naturally, revolts
against them.  Never has mankind, even in the very heart of civilisation
which is said to be the direct result of Christian teachings, acted upon
these teachmgs which are against the intellect, nature and instincts of
humanity. The Holy Koran strikes at the very root of evil. It stops the
very source of it. It says: “Ward off evil in the best possible manner.”
The measure to be taken for the removal of evil is not positive non-
resistance which is not a sensible policy at all, but on the contrary the most
effective methods oughi-to be used for the extirpation of evil. The means
suited to particular cases are to be employed, whether they be harsh or
mifd.  Whatever is productive of desirable results should be resorted to

for the eradication of evil,
2.

“Mohammadanism : A Religion of Sex-Indulgence.”

As rtegards the assertion that Islam is a religion of sex-indulgence,
nothing can be farther from the truth, A comparison of the moral con-
ditions of the countries, populated by Moslems and Christians respectively,

(1) Qazi Abdul Hague, ‘The Review of Religion’ (Sept. 1913).
{2) Koran,
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enmity, i it is possible to do so, a Moslem should ke sincerely loving,
But if the cause cannot be removed, our hostilities should rnot be active
and aggressive, for we are, in the honest discharge of our religious duties,
bound to wish for peace under all circumstances and all events.

| have already stated with sufficient fulness, and need not repeat it over
and over again, that Moslem wars, as allowed in the Koran and explained
by the sayings of the Prophet, were entirely defensive, and therefore the
attacks recommended are never aggressive. The religion of lslam is
essentially for peace, and even in fighting the aim was nothing but peace .

"

The defensive wars of the early Moslems are a matter of history. It is
an historical truth, and no reasonable person can refuse to accept it.  After
thirteen long years’ persistent persecution, when all peaceful measures had
failed and proved unavailing, when war or death were the only alternatives,
it would not have been right to act upon the Gospel verdict “Love your
enemies and do good to them that hate you.” and thus“to allow the
enemies of Islam to revel in the wholesale massacre of harmless worship-
pers of the one true God, and to sweep the only living faith out of
existence. Moslems who were bent upon the preservation of their beloved
faith at all hazards, Moslems who loved God above all worldly considera-
tions, even their very lives, Moslems who were by all sorts of ruthless
tortures and merciless butcheries, goaded by natural anger, so far kept
down by the peaceful ordinances of Islam, could not of course adopt the
“love your enemy” maxim as their guide. The enemy of God and his
blessed dispensation which preaches love, peace and fellow-feeling, can
scarcely be expected to deserve real love at the hands of a sincere lover of
God. A Moslem cannot afford to love an enemy who hates God. He
cannot go against human nature. His ideal will be peace, he refuses to
play the aggressive part, he takes the initiative in the reconciliation and
shows sincere love there-after. A zealous enthusiastic Moslem writer
makes the following remarks on the attitude of Christian critics who lay
great stress on the defensive wars of the Holy Prophet, as follows :—

“Our Christian friends love to conceal facts while dealing with [slam,
They are ever prepared to dwell upon the defensive wars of the Prophet
and his holy followers, but they take good care to keep us away from what
Jesus is reported to have said with positive definiteness : ‘Think not that
[ am come to send peace on earth. | came not to send peace, but a
sword Again we read : ‘] am come to send fire upon the earth and what
will I if it be already kindled.! We read again in the Gospels : ‘Suppose

(1) Vide T. W. Arnold ‘The Preaching of islam’



deal of fighting, and although much of this later fighting had little to do
with religion, there is certainly nothing in it, to blame the Moslems for.
The political development of a natiun is another problem which needs
careful handling and which | leave for students of politics to examine.
With regard to those verses of the Holy Koran, in which war is enjoined
upon Moslems against the infiilels, and that “wherever they are found they
shall be taken and killed with a general slaughter,” these verses and their
likes, as already stated, bear upon the defensive war of the Holy Prophet.
The Moslems can produce any number of verses from the Holy Koran
which enjoin all couriesy, pnliteness and civility, even in the case of severe
persecutors. The example of the Prophet is clear on this point, He
granted pardon to the Meccan persecutors when, quite vanquished, they
threw themselves on the mercy of the Holy Prophet.  God savs: “And the
servants of the God of Mercy are they who walk upon the earth softly;
and when the ignorant address them, reply ‘Peace’; and they pass the night
in the adoration of their Lord, prostrate (at times) and standing (at others)
for pravers.”

[ appeal to the good sense of the readers as to whether there can be
found a higher ideal for humanity to pursue. God's servants are required
to walk humbly and harmiessly, and when they are confronted with
ignorance which is only another name for lack of mauners and manly
behaviour, even there, when hedged round by ill manners and ill-treatment,
the true Moslem is called upon to wish for peace. His sote object in his
social capacity, should be to spread peace, even when harassed by bad
behaviour and inconsiderate treatment.  Peace is the Moslem’s watchward,
whatever circumstances he has to pass through., When comparing this
highly practical ideal with the Christian injunction “Love your enemy,” a
Moslem is constrained to admit his impression that tie Christian code of
morality is only a set of fair-seeming platitudes, not meant for practice, but
merely for controversiaFpurposes. It is all very well to love one's enemy,
but is it, a Moslem asks, in consonance with human nature, to be able to
show anything like real and true love, where there exists enmity 7 Our
enemy, if he is an enemy at all, in the natural sense of the word, cannot be
expactad to feel favourably dispased, much less loving and affectionate, to
us. However picus and goddly we may happen to be, hatred and contempt,
the necessary characteristics of enmity, must re-act on us, and our attitude,
at best, will be supposed inactive hatred, and in no case real love. Love
begets love, and hatred begets hatred. This is the law of nature, and a
wise man cannot ignore the course of nature, and frame a line of conduct
conflicting straightway with it.  Islam does not require us to be hypocrit-
ical lovers of our enemies, but calls upon us to be reconciled with our
enermies, and to be at peace with them. Thus, removing the cause of



pondered over the fact, that the early Moslems were so much devoted to
the letter, as well as the spirit of this Book, that they sacrificed everything
to obedience to the injunctions contained in it, and did not swerve even a
hair's breadth from the path laid down in their Book. If the Book
enjoined force and compulsion for the spread of Istam, then the Moslems
must have fought and worked havoc for the propagation of Islam. There
is not even a single verse in the Holy Koran which directiy or even
indirectly insinuates the alternative of death or !slam for the unbelievers.
“There is no compulsion in religion” trumpets forth loudly the peaceful
spirit of Islam.  The commandment is absolutely positive and adnits of no
exception. The use of force and compulsion il:: then, totally forbidden,
and the imperative and highly dictatoria! character of the injunction leaves
no room for any chance of making an exception iu favour of the
employment of war-like means, for the purpose of popularising Islam, The
mere fact that in the history of Islam one mects with fighting and
bloodshed, can in no way lead to the conclusion that Islam\was spread by
the sword.  There is no religion, the history of which is not stained with
blood. The Crusades, the Christian conquest of Spain, the subsequent
persecution and expulsion of the Moslem Moors, the days of the inquisi-
tion, the massacres of St.-Bartholomew’s day and other similar tragedies,
perpetrated in the name of religion, recurring to the memory, send a new
horror and dismay throughout the world.

No reasonable person will therefore be prepared to accuse the ad-
herents of any religion, of allowing force and compulsion, on the flimsy
ground that the story of such religion makes mention of bloodshed and
fighting.  Islam will be to blame, if it can be proved that it sanctions the
use of force and compulsion for the propagation of the faith. But on the
contrary, we find clear and explicit injunctions forbidding force for the
purpose of religion. The only possible conclusion that can be drawn
from the above considerations, is that if the Moslems were acting in
accordance with the teachings of Islam, they did not take up arms for the
sake of forcing conversions. A glance at the history of those days will
bring to light the fact, that they were persecuted, and were subjected to all
sorts of torture and ili-treatment. They left their homes to save their lives,
but the merciless enemies followed them. At last, when all peaceful means
had failed, and the aggressive spirit of their antagonists reached its zenith,
the enemies having made up their minds to annihilate the embryo dispensa-
tion, the handful of Moslems were driven to have recourse to arms. They
fought and fought, till there was no danger left to retard, free giowth and
expansion of Islam. [f facts alone are looked at, there should be no
difficulty in realising the real situation of the early Moslems who had to
fight for the sake of self-preservation. Later on ihere was also a good



us to worship one God, to speak truth, to keep good faith, to assist our
relatives, to fulfil the rights of hospitalily, and to abstain from all things
impure, ungodly, unrighteous. And he ordered us to say prayers, give
alms, and to fast. We believed in him; we followed him But our
countrymen persecuted us, tortured us and tried to cause us to forsake our
religion ; and now we throw ourselves upon thy protection, Wilt thou
not protect us '’

Dealing with this great spiritual revolution, Sir W. Muir observes as
follows :—  “Never since the days when primitive Christianity startled the
world from its sleep, had men seen the like arousing of spiritual life. ..
Thirteen years before the ‘Hijra’, Mecca lay lifeless in this debased state.
What a change had those thirteen years now produced. A band of several
hundred persons had rejected idolatry, adopted the worship of one God, and
surrendered themselves implicitly to the guidance of what they believed a
Revelation from Him ; praying to the Almighty with frequency and fervour,
looking for pardon through His Mercy and striving to follow after good
works, alms-giving, purity and justice. They now lived under the constant
sense of the omnipotent power of God and of His providential care over
the minutest of their concerns.  In all the gifts of nature, in every relation
of life, at each turn of their affairs, individual or public, they saw His hand.
Mohammad was minister of life to them, the source under God of their
new-born hopes, and to him they yielded an implicit submission*”

. XV
Refutation of Certain False Charges by Prejudiced
Writers against Islam

1.
“Force and Compulsion Were Employed for the Dissemination

of Islam”

lslam took its birth, and has since lived, in the broad daylight of
history. The Moslems adhere to the faith of Islam not because they were
born and bred in this faith, but because it is the most historical religion
and can bear with perfect safety even the severest possible criticism,

[f those who brought the above charge, had cared to deal with their
subject in an honest, straightforward manner, they should have gone
through the teachings of islam, as embodied in the Holy Koran, and then

(1} Sir William Muir. cf. pp. 36, 37 of this book
(2) Sir William Muir's “Life of Mohammed.”



— 8% —

The Holy Koran inculcates the softer virtues, such as friendliness, good
temper, affability of manners, hospitality, forgiveness, fairness in dealing,
regard for superiors, kind treatment of inferiors, respect for women, care
of orphans, tending the sick, helping the helpless and the destitute, with a
force and persuasion which it is difficult to find elsewhere!,  The critics
of Islam have for the most part expressed their unstinted admiration for the
heroic, or sterner virtues, to wit : patient endurance, fortitude, love of truth
under personal risk, courage and manly independence, which Islam has
always exalted and in the practice of which the Prophet himself and the
early Moslems were so marvellously distinguished ; but these critics often
forget that Islam enjoins with equal emphasis thé cultivation of the gentler
virtues too. Lessons of modesty and benevolence and charity have been
so often re-iterated in the Koran, and again, these virtues form so con-
spicuous an element in the life and conduct of the Praphet and his com-
panions, that Islam can justly claim to be ranked as a Religion of Love.
Every chapter of the Holy Koran begins with the namg of “God, the
Merciful, the Compassionate.” |

The Prophet of Islam has been denominated in the Koran as “the
tender, the compassionate,” and “the mercy for the universe” Himself the
tenderest and the most loving of men, he was never tired of preaching to
his followers the brotherhood of man and humenity to all God’s creatures.
“How do you think,” he asks, “God will know you when you are in His
presence ? —“By your love of your children, by your love of your kin, of
vour neightours, of fellow-creatures.” He displayed the greatest con-
sideration for the feelings and sensibilities of others. He loved his wives,
and was kind to his servants. He was particularly fond of little children
and discouraged the use of the rod for their correction. He enjoined
humanity even to dumb animals.

Such being the ethics of the Koran and the teachings of the Apostle
of Islam, it is easy to form snme idea of the exact nature and extent of the
change wrought thereby in the life and thought of the Arabs. Some of
the first few converts to Islam, unable to bear persecutions at the hands of
the idolaters, sought refuge in Abyssinia. When asked by the Negus as
to the reason why they had left their country, Jaafar, a cousin of the
Prophet, spoke thus as the mouthpiece of the small band of refugees :—
‘O King, We lived in ignorance, idolatry and unchastity ; the strong
oppressed the weak, we spoke untruth; we violated the duties of hos-
pitality. Then a prophet arose, one whom we know from our youth, with
whose descent and conduct and good faith we are all acquainted. He told

(1) Stanley Lane Poole.
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O believers, let not a people laugh, another people to scorn who haply may
be better than themselves ; neither let women laugh women to scorn who
haply may be better than themselves. Neither defame one another, nor
call one another by bad names. Wickedness is such a bad quality to
adopt, after becoming true believers, and whose repent not (of this) are
wrongdoers. O beiievers, avoid frequent suspicions; verily some sus-
picions are a crime, and pry not into others’ secrets, neither let the one of
you traduce another in his absence. Would any of you like to eat the
flesh of his dead brother ? Surely you would loathe it. And fear ye Ged,
for God is ready to turn, and Merciful. O men, verily We have made you
of one male, and one female, and We have made you peoples and tribes
that ye might know one anaother., Truly, the most worthy of the honour
before God is he who feareth Him most.  Verily God is Knowing,
Cognisant'.”

Such were the principles, on which the political system of Islam was
grounded. It was thoroughly democratic in character. It recognised
individual and public liberty, secured the person and property of the
subjects, and fostered the growth of all civic virtues. It Communicated all
the privileges of the conquering class to those of the conquered who
conformed to its religion, and all the protection of citizenship to those who
did not. It put an end io old customs that were of immoral and criminal
character. [t abolished the inhuman custom of burying the infant daughters
alive, and took effective measures for the suppression cof the slave-traffic, it
prohibited adultery and incestuous relationship; and on the other hand,
inculcated purity of heart, cleanliness of body, and sobriety of life "

Xiv
The Social Organisation of Islam

The Prophet Mohammad did not only promulgate a religion, but he
also laid down a complete social system, containing minute regulations for
a man's conduct in all circumstances of life, with due remarks and penalties,
according to his fulfitment or otherwise of these rules, The social and
the religious parts of lslam are so inseparably bound up that it is im-
possible to cut off the one from the other without destroying both.
Religion according to Islam should not only lay down the law of relation
of man to God, but should also regulate and distinctly define the proper
relation between man and his fellow-creatures.

(1) Koran, ch. The Apartments,
{2} Bosworth Smith, ‘Mohamed and Mehamedagpism.”
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