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of dissolution of marriage, the husband can retain no partl of the wile's
property, inciuding her anfe-nuptial settlement ; and, if the adminisiration
of the wife's estate was enlrusied to him, he must render the wile an
account of such adminisiration. Her properly is in fact jealously guarded
on al sides, and no restrictions are placed on the individual right she has
in her belongings. She possesses the right of dividing and alienating her
property, and this right of alienation is in regard, not only {o her husband
but to every body else. She can sue her husband, as she can sue her
ather debtors, in the open court, She does not require her husband or
father, to represent her at law.  She can act as an gxecutive and can enter
into any coniraci independently, B

A Moslem wife retains her distinct individuality even after marriage,
and she never assumes her husband's name, Coverture has no place in
the marriage of Islam.

Marriage under Islam is bat ‘& civil conteact, and not a sacrament, in
the sense that those who are once joined in wed-lock can never be
separated. It may be controlled, and_under certain circumstances, dissolved
by the will of the parties concerned. Public declaration is no doubt
necessary, but it is not a condition of the validily of the marriage. Nor is
any religious ceremony deemed absolutély essential. Two witnesses are
required to attest that the contract has been concluded '

{1} The whole history of the Cliristian laws, of mamiage and divosee, furnishes a very
interesting and instructive reading to a Moslem jurist for, he perceives, perhaps not
withont a feeling of just pride, thal bis Christian brethren are coming nearer (o Islam,
it least in their conception of marriage and the relations to whiclh it pivesrise. [ all
European countries, the laws relaling to mamiage and divorce have been revised and recast,
and the changes istroduced, when examined will be found fo exbilil in soqne of their
Broad features, a very close analogy to the Islamic laws, framed several centuries before.
Thus, in Germany, for instance, the code of 1900 recopnises civil marriages plome, I is
effecied by the declaration of the pariies before a Registrar, in the presence of each other,
of thieir intention 10 be married.  Two witaesses of full age must be present,  The
Registrar asks each of the pacties whether e or she will mary the olher, and on their
answer in the afflirmative, declares them duly marcied, and eofers them jn the register.
The marriage must be preceded by a public notice”  Dissolution of marriage has long
been recognised in Germany and the United States of America, In Engiand, divarces
were very rare fill 1837, when fhe powers exercised in matrimonial matters by the house
of Lords, the Ecclesiastical Courls of Common Law were fransferred Lo a lay court termed,
'The Court for Divoree apd Malrimonial Causes' and constituted for e adminisiration
of all matters connected with divorce, In France, a similar change came abosl in (he year
1884, ln ltaly divorees are still almost unknown.
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best manners, and shows the greatest kindness to his wile and children.”

5. “Fear God in regard to the treatmeni of your wives, for verily they
are your helpers. You have taken them on the security of God, and made
them lawful by the words of God,"

f. Once the Prophel portrayed an ideal wife in the following words :
"She is the ideal wife who pleases thee when thou lookest at her, obeys
thee when thou givest her direction : and protects her honour and thy
property when thou art away.”

1. "The world is full of objects of joy and delight, and the best and
the most profitable source of delight is a pious, cHaste woman.™

8 "Paradise lies at the feet of molhers™

9. "Search after knowledge is obligatory both on Moslem men and
Maoslem women.”

1. The Object of Marriage

The object of marriage was, defined. by the Prophet in clear une
ambiguous words, It was never-meant to be-a means of satisfying the
sensual appefile ; bul, on the other hand, it was instiluted, in the first place,
as a safe-guard against lewdness and incontinence, and, in the second
place, as a means of procreation. It is on these and similar grounds, that
he always encouraged a married life in preference to a life of celibacy, and
laid so much stress on the piety and fruitfulness of women. *Whoever
marries a woman solely for her power and position” said the Prophet,
“God but increases his humiliation : whoever marries a woman solely for
her wealth, God but increases his poverly ; whoever marries a woman
solely for her beauly, God but increases his ugliness ; but whoever marries
a woman, in order that e may restrain his eyes, observe continence, and
treat his relations kindly, Ood putteth a blessedness in her for him, and in
him for her.”

Thus piety and continence are uppermost in the conception of Islam,
as the prime motive of marriage. This is clear enough in another saying
of the Prophet.  “There are three persons,” said he, “whom the Aimighty
Himself has undertaken to help—first, he who seeks to buy his freedom ;
second, he who marries with a view to secure his chastity ; and third, he
who fights in the cause of God"

Another saying of the Prophst is equally clear on this point: “He
who marries, completes half his religion: it now rests with him to complete
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there a man who walks wilh his wife hand in hand, but that God sels it
down as a virtue for him: and if he puts his arm round her neck in love,
his virlue will be increased tenfold.”

Once again, he was heard praising the women of the Koreish,
“hecause” said he, “they are the kindest to their children while they are
infants, and because they keep a careful watch over the belongings of their
husbands.”

In another instance the Prophet of Islam said : “There are four things,
such that if a person is endowed with any one of these, il is as if the
blessings of bath worlds were showered upon him : first, a heart that is
grateful ; second a tongue that utters constanily the name of God; third,
a mind that is patient and caln amid troukles ; fourth, a wife that is never
puilty of a breach of trusl, either in respect of her own person or in
respect of her hushand's property.”

I will now give some further sayings of the Prophet Mohammad, on
the question under discussien, which | hepe will shed more light on the
position assigned to women in Islam.

1. “Among my followers the best of men are they who are best to
their wives, and the best of women ‘are they who are best to their
husbands. . '« To-each of such women is sel down the reward eguivalent
o the reward of a thousand martyrs. .. Among my followers, again, the
besi of women are they who assist their hushands in their work, and love
them dearly Yor everything, save what is a transgression of God's faws.
The best of men, aon the other hand, are they who treat their wives with
the kindness of a mother to her children. To each of zuch men is set
down a reward equivalent to that of a hundred martyrs.” On being asked
by Omar, who afterwards rose to be the second Caliph, why woman’s
reward should be ten fimes greater than man’s, the Prophet said : “Do not
vou know that woman deserves grealer reward than man ? for. verily,
Aimighty God exalls the position of a man in heaven, because his wife
was pleased with him and prayed for him."

7. “The best among vou is he who is the kindest to his wife, and
I am the kindest of you all lo my wives"

3. “What are the rights that a wife has over her husband 3" asked
Moawiyah : and the Prophet farthwith replied : “Feed her when thou
takest thy food; give her clothes to wear when thou wearest clothes,
refrain from either giving a slap on her face or even abusing her; separale
not from thy wife, save within the house.”

4. "erilv, of the believers he has the most perfect faith wlio has the



of unmixed evils. He said : “Let not any Moslem be harsh in his treatment
of his wife ; for if cerlain aspects of her conduet displease the husband,
certain others will please him"” He neither desired that woman should he
the bond-slave of her husband, nor did he countenance the idea, that
woman should be so far free as to oversiep her proper limits and encroach
upon the sphere of her husband. On the principle of division cf labour,
Islam assigns to each a particular sphere of wark, on the faithful discharge
of which depends the happiness of hearth and home. Woman, in her
capacity of a good mother and a devoied wife, is the queen of her home,
while the husband is to protect her from all danger and temptation, earn his
bread by the sweat of his brow in the open 4orld, and provide for the
maintenance of the family, In connection with this selting apart of spheres
of work with regard to the nature, constitulion, menial habitude and
posilion of the person concerned, the Prophet of 1slam said ; “All of you-
are so many sovereigns, and all of you will be required to render acenunt
in respect of whatever persons or things you have under {.-ﬁur charge. So
the chief who is sovereign overhis subjects, shall be questioned aboul ihe
treatment he accorded io meén placed under his contro! : the head of the
family is the sovereign af_the house and he thall be questioned with
respect to the members of the houte: and woman is sovereign in the house
of her husband, and rules her children and zhé shali be questioned about
these, and the slave is"sovereign-over fic master's belongings, and he shall
be questioned about them”

The ruling idea in the teachings of Islam with regard to man and
woman, is that the husband and the wife should supplement each other,
call inte play the distinctive excellence of their respective characier, and, in
mutual confidence, strive to work out ‘their united happiness, Woman is
to exercise her beneficient, humanising influence over her hushand, soften
the hardness of his nature and level down fie stiffzess of his character ;
while man, for his part, is to educate her mind and help her to realise those
womanly qualities, in which she by her very nature excels, Thig is {he
conception of wife-hood which the Prophet of Isiam favoured, as is inferred
from some of his sayings. “A woman is married for four reasons,” said
he, “either in consideration of her wealih, or her noble parentage, or her
beauty, or her piety. Succeed then in getting a woman of piety for vour

wife, for she is to her husband a helper in life, and she remuains content
with little”

On another occasion he told a certain woman who had brought a
complaint against her husband : “There is no woman who removes
something to replace it in a proper place, wilth a view to decorate her
husband's house, but that God sels it down as a virtue for her. Mor is
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ohserves thus :  “Physically, men have the indisputable superiorify in
strength, and women in beauty. Intellectually, a certain inferiority of the
female sex can hardly be denied, when we remember how almost ex-
clusively the foremost places in every depariment of science, literature and
art have been occupied by man... It is as impossible to find a female
Raphael, or a female Handel, as a female Shakespeare, or Mewton,” Lecky,
however, thinks, and perhaps rightly enough, that morally the general
superiority of women over men is unquestionable. Be that as it may,
when once we admit the physical and intelleciual superiority of man over
woman, we cannot deny tlat woman has to depend upon, and take advant-
age of, the inteliectual resources and superior strength of the opposite sex;
and this is precisely what Moslem doctors hald to be the import and
significance of the verse under consideration.

Some critics made neediess comments on the foliowing saying of the
Prophet ; “Treal women wilh-kindness, for woman was made of a rib
which is crooked in the upper-partsif you try to bend it straight, you will
break it, and if you leave il as /it is, it will remain 0. In these words the
Prophet only appeals to the good sense of man and the kindliness of his
heart, by reminding him-ol the-matural weaknesses of the fair sex ; so that
we may not expect of women things oul_of proportion to their talents and
capabilities ; for/in such-expeclalions we are likely to be disappointed, and
our disappointment maytempt us to accord to them harsh treatment. The
Prophet, therefore, exhorts his followers to be rather generous and for-
giving than severely exacting and calculating. W is as if the Prophet said
to his followers : “1 am giving you sound advice relative to what your
treatment should be towards women, carry out therefore my will respecting
them, Do good io them; and be not angry with them, if they act in a
way not acceptable to vou, unless, of course, the deed involves any positive
sin: for, they are made of a crooked rib {and, as such, are naturally liable
to error.) e

Elsewhere, the Prophet has positively warned us against running after
scandals and constant searching after the secrets and faults of women,
since such a course of action may impair the conjugal relations, and finaliv
lead to the absoinie dissolution of the marriage bond,

Close acquaintance with the teachings of Islam repudiales the faise
charge, thal the Prophet is responsible for the degradation of woman.
The Prophet saw the weak points of woman's character, as well as its
strong points.  He regarded woman as physically and intellectually inferior
to man in general, but richer ‘n nobler emotions of the heart, in tenderness
and delicacy of feeling. No body can be so bold as to say, that the
Prophet saw nothing good in woman, and conceived her 1o he a bundel



the wrong interpretations that have been put, from time to lime, ont certain
verses of the Koran and certain sayings of the Prophet of 1slam, they have
a firm hold on the imagination of the critics of the West.

One of the verses of exquisite beauty which have been subject to
misconstruction in certain quarters, is: “They (the wives) are a garment for
you and you are a garment for them." It is garment that hides one's
nakedness ; so do hushand and wife, by enlering into marriage relalions,
secure each other's chastity.  The garment gives comfort to the body ; so
does the husband find comfort in his wile's Company, as she in his, The
garment is the grace, the beaunty, the embellishment of the hody, so too are
wives o their husbands, as the husbands, to them.

Another verse which has been similarly misconsirued is the verse™
which the Rev. Rodwell translates thus : “Men are supetior to women on
account of the gualilies, with which God hath gified the one above the
other. and on account of the outfay they. make from their substance for
them. Virtuous women are ghedient, careful during the husband’s absence,
because God hath of them-beet caseful™ From this verse several critics
have drawn the erroneous inference that in lslam woman holds a very
subordinate position, and thai she has been‘placed under man's tyrannical
sway, she having no choice but to submit o his arbilrary diclates and sel:-
willed decrees, Even accepting the Rev. Rodwell's transtation of the verse
as correct, the sense of ihe verse appears lo be nothing more than this :
that man should treat his wife with love and affection and provide for her
from his abundance, while woman should preserve her honour, attend o
domestic duties and look up to him as her friend, philosopher and puide,
Understood thus, the verse has nothing revolling to our feelings, and
describes the relationship between husband and wife as il naturally oughti
to be., There is nathing in the verse to imply that the wife's judgment is
in any way fettered, that she is simply the slave of her husband's desires,
ar that shie is at best an "ornamental article of furniture.’ Neither, a¢cord-
ing to respectable commentators of the Koran, does the verse admit of the
meaning which superficial eritics have willully put wpon it. These com-
mentators undersland the verse to point out a man's rnight to exercise a
certain control over his wife, and his duiy o provide for her securily and
sustenance, The superiarity of man over woman resis on certain innate
gualities winch man generally possesses in greater proporiton, in regard to
knowledge and power.  In power of endurance, in audacity and courage,
man has a degcided advantage over his fair sisier.  Prophets, apostles,
distinguished philosophers and commanders of armies have all heen men,
not women. Lecky, himself undoubtedly a clear thinker and discerning
critic, while discoursing on the distinctive difference between the sexes,
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Eastern divarce, i the social touch-stone of a religion is the way, in which
it regards the poor and the oppressed, Mohammed's religion can stand the
tesi.  He improved the condition of women by freeing them from the
atbilrary patriarchal power of the parents or the heirs of the husbands, by
inculeating just and kind ireatment of them by their husbands themselves,
by giving them legal righis 1 case of unfair treatment, and by absoluiely
prohibiting the incestuous marriages which were rife in the times of
ignorance, and the siill more horrible practice of the burying alive oi female
infants. Maor was Lhis all, for besides imposing restrictions on polygamy,
by his severe laws at first, and by the strong moral sentiment aroused by
ihese laws afterwards, he has succeeded, down to this very day, and fo
a greater extent than has ever been the case elsewhere, in frecing all
Mohammedan countries from those professional oulcasts who live by their
own misery, and by their existence as a recognised class, are a standing
reproach to every member of the society, of which they fornt part 1"

KV

The Status-of ' Women in Islam

It has been said thal lslam, as a social system, has been a total failure,
because “it has misunderstood the relations of sexes .. and by degrading
waoinen, has deggaded each successive generation of their children down
an increasing scale of infamy and corrupiion, uniil it seems almost im-
possible 1o reach a tower depth of vice.” This is certainly strong language

—and calls for an investigation, as to whether Islam has really misunderstood
the relations of the sexes, and whether it has really degraded women.

Very few of the critics take pains to determine what actually are the
teachings of Islam in i€ respect, as embodied in the Holy Koran; and
fewer still is the number of those who care to study the life of the Prophet,
which is the most amthentic commentary on the text of the Holy Book. It
is therefore most regretftable that misconception should have arisen about
the slatus of women in Islam — a point, on which the attilude of lslam is
clear and unmisakable. | am afraid, many in Evrope and in America form
such strange opinions from a study of the fales of romance or books of
travelling, wrilten by professional globe-trotters.  They see in the “harem,”
which is by the way a name in the East for the ladies’ apariment, a home
of gross sensuality and voluptuous pleasures. Such ideas have un-
fortunately prevailed in the West for a very long time; and supported by

(1} *Mohammed and Mohammedanism™ by 8. B. Smith, M. A,, pp. 174-170.
{13)
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