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Ibn Tabataba and his Pragmatic
Approach to Poetry

Abstract

Ibn Tabatba addresses four main issues pertaining to: the poet, the
reader (receiver), the text and context. He examines the poet through
analysis of the poetic composition process including its conditions and
causes. He further approaches the re .r/receiver/critic, including the
relevant critical criteria and principles via a close analysis of the process
of comprehension. The poetic text received paramount attention, tracing
the various stages of creation, highlighting cohesion, and finding it one of
the most outstanding features of the text, and later suggesting suitable
techniques for safeguarding it. His concern with the text is further
reflected in preoccupation with the various techniques of expression
usually employed by the poet.

The context is tackled in its relation to the receiver, stressing the
need to establish a certain degree of compatibility between pragmatic
conditions and the text, and emphasizing the two principles of suitability
and cordiality to achieve the greatest impact on the receiver. Such impact
maybe of an emotional nature motivating the receiver to positive
response and sympathy; or it may be causative guiding his behaviour and
action.

All these elements have contributed to forge Ibn Tabataba’s
pragmatic approach to poetry and have revealed the importance of such
an approach to critical Arabic Canon.
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