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The Impact of Western Fiction Theory
on Arab Fiction Criticism

Mu’jib Said Azzahrani
Assistant Professor, Departinent of Arabic, College of Arts,
King Saud University, Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. The paper consists of an introduction, four sections and a conclusion. The introduction offers the
general theoretical framework of the paper situating it within the field of comparative literature. It also
describes the basic methodological steps adopted in dealing with the topic mentioned in the title, an approach
that follows what Edward Said has developed in a similar study.

In the first section, the paper ofters a descriptive reading of the most outstanding developments and
changes which have affected Western fiction theory since the twenties, aiming at an understanding of the
manifold viewpoints regarding the fictional form, its implications, styles and aesthetics.

In the second section, a discussion is undertaken of the major historical, epistemclogical and literary
signposts of the contexts within which Western theory was transmitted to fiction criticism in the Arab World.
Unguestionably, that was a context fraught with problematics and tensicns resulting from Western hegemony
in Arab space from the beginnings of the century until the fiftics, which was a national liberation period. That
is why Arab fiction criticism focused on the origin or identity of the Arab novel and its ideclogical function
in Arab society, and also why itadopted a great deal of the theories of Lukacs, Bakhtin, and Goldmann to
enforee one view or the other, in the manner expounded in the third and fourth sections.

Towards the end of the iast section, there are references to some critical work which tries o go beyond
the polemics affecting discussions of the Arab novel, in addition to some emphasis on the importance of
engaging in an epistemological dialogue with Westemn criticism in this regard, more particularly the criticism
resulting fror linguistic research in all the direcliens it has taken..



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

