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For a long time he (Shelley) enjoyed the status of the English Romantic poet par
excellence. He exerted a considerable influence on the diction imagery and themes
ol Arabic poetry between 1910 and 1950....

The high-water mark of Shelley’s reputation in the Arab world was reached in
the thirties. after which his image began to fade with the gradual dissolution of Ara-
bic Romanticism itself under the influence of various internal and external factors.
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..... darts himself forth, and passes into the forms of hu-
man character and passion,,..... becomes all things, yet
forever remaining himself.

(Biographia Literaria, Ch. XV, P. 156).
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1. ... of the objects which I proposed to myself, it was not the least important to
effect, as far as possible a settlement of the long-continued controversy
concerning the true nature of poetic diction and at the same time to define with
the utmost impartiality the real poetic character of the poet, by whose writings
this controversy was first kindled.

(Biographia literaria, Ch. I, P.L) R

. The i)t(;cess of creation here described sounds like the deliberate evecation of a
past emotion which reappears only. as «Kindred» and not identical with what it
was in the past. In many passags Words worth acknowledged the share of
consciousness in poetic composition. )
(Wellek, Hist. Of Mod. Crit, P.139).

. It was the union of deep feeling with profound thought; the fine balance of
truth in observing, with the imaginative faculty in modifing the objects
observed; and, above all, the original gift of spreading the tone, the
atmosphere, and with it the depth and height of the ideal world, around forms,
incidents and situations of which, for the common view, custom had bedimmed
all the lustre, had dried up the sparkle and the dew-drops.

(B. L. Ch IV, 41).

. To find no contradiction in the union of old and new,.... to carry on the feelings
of childhood into the powers of manhood; to combine the child’s sense of
wonder and novelty with the appearances which everyday for perhaps forty
years had rendered familiar.

(B. L., Ch 1V, P. 41).

- What is poetry is so nearly the same question with, what is a poet that is answer
to the one is involved in the solution of the other. For it is a distinction resulting
from the poetic genius itself which sustains and modifies the images, thoughts,
and emotions of the poet’s own mind.

(B.L. Ch. X1V, P. 150).

- In one place, Coleridge tries to introduce a distinction between «Paesy» and
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9.

«Potry»: Poesy is a generic name of all fine arts, poetry is to be limited to works
whose medium is words.

(Wellek, 1955, P. 166).

. A poem is that species of composition which is opposed to works of science by

proposing for its immediate object pleasure, not truth; and from all other
species (having this object in common with it) it is discriminated by proposing
to itself such delight from the whole, as is compatible with a distinct
gratification from each component part.

(B.L., Ch. X1V, P. 148).

The writings of Plato, and Bishop Taylor, and the Theoria Sacra of Burnet,
Furnish undeniable proofs that poetry of the highest kind may exist without
metre, and even without the contradistinguishing objects of a poem.

(B. L., Ch X1V, 149).

Many people suppose that poetry is something to be found only in books,

contained in lines of ten syllables, with like endings, but wherever there is a sense
of beauty, or power, or harmony, as in the motion of a wave of the sea, in the
growth of a flower that spreads its sweet leaves to the air, and dedicates its beauty
to the sun, there is poetry, in its birth.

(Lectures 1). -

10.

11.

12.

There is no thought or feeling that can have entered into the mind of man,
which would be eager to communicate to others, or which they would listen to
with delight, that is not a fit subject for poetry.

(Lectures 2).

He sees all men as living «in a world of their own making» so that» if poetry is a
dream, the business of life is much the same «Man» is a poetical Animal»,
because dreams, wishes, and aspirations make up his world; poetry by giving
perfect expression to the «inmost recesses of thought, or to unrealised
passions, relieves» the indistinct and importunate cravings of the will.
(Foukes: Romantic Criticism, P. 108).

Plato banished the poets from his commonwealth, lest their descriptions of the
natural man should spoil his mathematical man, who was to be without
passions and affections, who was neither to laugh nor weep, to feel sorrow nor
anger, to be cast down nor elated by anythicg. Tpiniwas a chimera, however,
which never existed but in the brain of the inventor; and Homer’s poetical
world has outlived Plato’s Philosophical republic.

(Lectures 4).
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13. The action and reaction are equal; the keenness of immediate suffering only
gives us a more intense aspiration after, and a more intimate participation with
the antagonist world of good.

(Lectures 9).

14. Impassioned poetry is an emanation of the moral and intellectual part of our
nature, as well as of the sensitibe, of the desire to know, the will to act, and the
power to feel; and ought to appeal to these different parts of our constitution,
in order to be perfect.

(Lectures 9).

15. Oaths and nicknames are only a more vulgar sort of poetry or rhetoric.
(Lectures 10).

16. It is the perfect coincidence of the image and the words with the feeling we
have, and of which we cannot get rid in any other way, that gives an instant
satisfaction to the thought. This is equally the origin of wit and fancy, of
comedy and tragedy, of the sublime and pathetic.

(Lectures 11).

17. Painting gives the object itself, poetry what it implies. Painting embodies what
a thing contains in itself, poetry suggests what exists out of it, in any manner
connected with it....... .

(Lectures 16).

18. Poetry in its matter and form is natural imagery or feeling, combined with
passion and fancy.
(Lectures 17).

19. When composition begins inspiration is already on the decline, and the most
glorious poetry that has ever been communicated to the world is probably a
feeble shadow of the original conceptions of the poet. -
(Shelley, Defence, P. 153).

20. Humble and rustic life was generally chosen because in that condition the
essential passions of the heart find a better soil in which they can attain their
maturity, are less under restraint, and speak a plainer and more emphatic
language.

(Morley, P. 850).

21. It was published as an experiment, which, I hoped, might be of some use to
ascertain, how far, by fitting to metrical arrangement a selection of the real
language of men in a state of vivid sensation, that sort of pleasure and that
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27.

29.

quantity of pleasure may be imparted, which a poet méy fzitionally endeavour
to impart.

(Morley, P. 849).

- By now he has moved so far from the preface that he feels poetic diction to

require a certain aloofness from the language of real life.....
(Watson, 1966, P. XI).

- The very act of poetic composition itself is, and is allowed to imply and to

produce, an unusual state of excitement, which of course justifies and demands
a corre spondent difference of language, as truly, though not Perhaps in as
marked a degree, as the excitement of love, fear, rage or jealousy.
(Biographia Literaria, Ch 18, P. 181).

. Metre in itself is simply a stimulant of the attention, and therefore excites the

question, why is the attention to be thus stimulated? Now, the quéstion cannot
be answered by the pleasure of the metre itself; for this we have shown to be
conditional, and dependent on the appropriateness of the thoughts and
expressions to which the metrical form is superadded.

(Biographia Literaria, Ch. 18, P. 179).

. Thoughts that voluntary move Harmonious numbers.

(Lectures 17).

. It is the music of language answering to the music of the mind, untying as it

were the secret soul of harmony.
(Lectures 18).

As often as articulation passes naturally into intonation, there poetry begins.
Where one idea gives a tone and colour to others, where, one feeling melts
others into it, there can be no reason why the same principle should not be
extended to the sounds by which the voice utters these emotions of the soul,
and blends syllables and lines into each other.

(Lectures 19).

. In this respect, I entirely agree with those modern critics who assert that in

order to move men to true sympathy we must use the familiar language of
men..... But it must be the real lagnage of men in general and not that of any
particular class to whose society the writer happens to belong.

(Th. Hutchinson P. 274).

The faculty by which the poet conceives and produces- that is, images-

individual forms in which are embodied universal ideas or abstractions.
(Wellek, 1955, P. 146).
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30.

31.

32.

33.

3.

36.

37.

38.

YA\

Imagination, ..... has no references to images that-are merely a faithful copy.
existing in the mind, of absent external objects, but is a word of higher import,
denoting operations of the mind upon those objects, and processes of creation
or of composition, governed by certain fixed laws.

(J. Morley P. 880)

O Cuckoo. shall I call thee Bird
Or but a wandering voice?
(Morley P. 204, 881.)

These processes of imagination are carried on either by conferring additional
properties upon an object, or abstraction from it some of those which it
actually possesses, and thus enabling it to react upon the mind which hath
performed the process like a new existence.

(Morley P. 881)

As a huge stone is sometimes seen to lie

Couched on the bald top of an eminence,

Wonder to all who do the same espy

By what means it could thither come, and whence,
So that it seems a thing endued wuth sense,

Like a sea-beast crawled forth, which on a shelf
Of rock or sand reposeth, there to sun himself.
(Morley. P. 881.)

. Such seemed this man; not all alive or dead

Nor all asleep, in his extreme old age.

(Morley P. 882)

4thly, : Imagination and Fancy, to modify, to create, and to associate.
(J. Morley P. 878.)

My objection is only that the definition is too general. To aggregate and to
associate, to evoke and to combine, belong as well to the Imagination as to the
Fancy;.............

(Morley P. 883)

Imagination..... recoils from everything but the plastic, the pliant, and the
mdefinite.

(Morley P. 883)

....... as far back as 1801, in one letter to Thomas Poole......... » he speaks of
the human mind as made in the image of the Creator, and in a letter to Richard



39.

41.

42.

43,

Harp, in January, 1804, he describes one imagination as a dim analogy of
creation.
(Brett, 1969, P. 421)

The explanation which Mr. Wordsworth has himself given will be found to
differ from mine, chiefly, perhaps, as our objects are different... But it was Mr.
Wordsworth’s purpose to consider the influence of fancy and imagination as
they are manifested in poetry, and from the different effects to conclude their
diversity in kind; while it is my object to investigate the seminal principle, and
then from the kind to deduce the degree.

(Biographia Literaria, Ch. IV, P. 44)

. If we translate disease into health, delirium becomes fancy, and mania imagina-

tion: Fancy assembling and juxtaposing images without fusing them; Imagina-
tion moulding them into a new whole in the heat of a predominant passion,
(Willey, Ninteenth Cent. St. P. 13)

This power.......... reveals itself in the balance or reconciliation of opposite or
discordant qualities: of sameness, with difference; of the general, with the
concrete; the idea, with the image; the individual, with the representative; the
sense of novelty and freshness, with old and familiar objects......
(Biographia Literaria, Ch, XIV, P. 150)

As fire converts to fire the things it burns,

As we our food into our nature change.

From their gross matter she abstracts their forms,
And draws a kind of quintessence from things;
Which to her proper nature she transforms.
To bear them light on her celestial wings
Thus does she, when from individual states.
She doth abstract the universal kinds;
which than re-clothed in divers names and fates.

Steal access through our senses Lo our minds.
(Biographia Literaria, Ch. XIV, P. 150)

. The fancy is indeed no other than a mode of memory emancipated from the

order of time and space; and blended with, and modified by that empirical
phenomenon of the will, which we express by the word ‘Choice’, But equally
with the ordinary memory, it must receive all its materials ready made from the
law of association.

(Biographia Literaria, Ch. XIII, P. 144)
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45.

47.

49.

50.

51,

52.

I hold to be the living power and prime agent of all human perception, and as a
repetition in the finite mind of the eternal act of creation in the infinite I am.
(Biographia Literaria, Ch. XIII, P. 144)

. The secondary I consider as an echo of the former, Co-existing with the

conscious will, yet still as identical with the primary in the kind of its agency,
and differing only in degree, and in the mode of its operation. It dissolves,
diffuses, dissipates, in order to recreate; or where this process is rendered
impossible, yet still, at all events, it struggles to idealize and to unify. It is
essentially vital, even as all objects (as objects) are essentially fixed and dead.
(Biographia Literaria, Ch. XII, P. 144)

And as imagination bodies forth

The forms of things unknown, the poet’s pen

Turns them to shape, and gives to airy nothing

A local habitation and a name.

Such tricks hath strong imagination

(Lectures 3.)

. (as flame bends to flame) strives to like itself to some other image of kindred

beauty or grandeur.
(Lectures 5)

“Our eyes are made the fools” of our other faculties.
(Lectures 5)

This is the universal law of the imagination:
That it would but apprhend some joy,

It comprehends some bringer of that joy;
Or in the night imagining some fear,

How easy is each bush suppos’d a bear.
(Lectures 6).

It is the undefined and uncommon that gives birth and scope to the
imagination; We can only fancy what we do not know.
(Lectures 14)

He begins by stating as an axiom what Coleridge tries to prove the power of the
imagination to perceive, in some sense, essential reality with a directness
impossible to the discursive faculties.

(Hough, Rom. Powts, P. 151)

- The poet must “bind together by passion and knowledge the vast empire of

human society”. Readers must be ‘‘humbled and humanized, in order that they
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54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

may be purified and exalted”. Thus poetry effects a catharsis: Partly of false
feelings, such as the prejudices arising through false refinement and social
snobbery, and partly of bad and vicious feelings such as hatred or malice... He
produces an “accord of sublimated humanity™.

(Wellek, 1955, P. 140)

“Bvery great poet is a teacher : I wish either to be considered as a teacher, or as
nothing™.

A second promise of genius is the choice of subjects very remote from the
private interests and circumstances of the writer himself.... from the alienation
and, if I may hazard such an expression, the utter aloofness of the poet’s own
feelings from those of which he is at once the painter and the analyst.
(Biographia Literaria. Ch XV, P.p 152-3)

Still, they are distinct and widely differnt faculties. Genius and imagination are
unifying, reconciling.... while talent and fancy are only combinatory and thus
mechanistic, associationist.

Genius is a gift, talent is manufactured; genius is creative, talent mechanical.
(Welleck, 1955, P. 164)

“Sincerity” is Wordsworth’s constant standard for judging poetry, including his
own. In the curious three essays “Upon Epitaphs” (1810) he assumes that the
composer of an epitaph must give proof that he himself has been moved “that
he is a” sincere mourner* that his heart was not cold, that his soul labored.
(Welleck, 1955, P. 137)

My first impression I often find detestable; and it is frequently true of second
words as of second (1) thoughts, that they are best.

Shakespeare’s characters........ may be termed ideal realities. They are not the
things themselves, so much as abstracts of the things, which a great mind takes
into itself, and there naturalized them to its own conception.

(Brett, Fancy & Imag. P.56)
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