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-See , Bal ; Mieke : Narratology. Infroduction to the
Theory of Narrative , pp. 95-96.
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-See , Kenan, Shlomith Rimmon :”Narrative Fiction :
contemporary poetics”, Methuen Co. Lid., USA, p.94.
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contemporary poetics”, Methuen Co. Ltd., USA, p.94.
-Ibid: p94.
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-See Hawthom , Jeremy : Aconcis Glossary of

Contemporary Literary Theory, Stought Ltd., London,
1993,

-Bal, Mieke : Narratology ; Introduction to the Theory
of Narrative ,p.119.
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SUMMARY

This thesis discusses the Magamat of Badi Ez-Zaman El-
Hamadhani (358 - 389 AH), a writer known as the pioneer of
this genre in Arabic literary ftradition. [t will discuss his
aesthetics principally in terms of Micke Bal's narrative analysis
in her Narratology; Introduction to the theory of Narrative -
1985, Gerald Prince’s concept of “Narratee” in his essay
“Infroduction to the study‘ of Narratee” - 1980, and his
Dictionary Of Narratology - 1591, Gerard Genette’s concept of
“Tense” in his Figures Il - 1972, Shlomith Remmon Kenan’ s
concept of “Narrafor” in her Narrative Fiction: Contemporary
Poetics - 1985, and Susana Onega’s & Jose Angel Garcia
Landa’s concept of “Vertical Analysis of Narratives” in their

introduction of Narratology: an Introduction - 1996.

Rather than simply following the origins of the Maqamat |

Hassan Abbass, The Origins of Magamah In Arabic Liters - (not

\dun i



dated), Hadi Hassan Hamuodi, Al Mqamat fron Iben Fariss T{;
Badi Ez-Zaman El-Hamadhani - 1985 ] or discussing social and
political value-systems at the time of the Magamat {Abduifattah
Kilito, Les Séances Récits et ‘Codcs Cuiturels Chez Hamadhani
et Hariri - 1983 , Ahmad Al Hussain, Codish Literature in the
Abbassi  Age - 1995}, or comparatively approaching the
Maqgamat along side the lines of modern short story [Mustafa
ﬂ'dshakaa, Badi Ez-Zaman El-Hamadhani: the Pioneer of Modern
Arabic Story and article -1959, Musa Sulliman, Narrative
Literature In Arabia - 1983], this thesis will focus on the texts of
the Magamat of Badi Ez-Zaman El-Hamadhani as worthy of
independent and inclusive studying, discuésing the poetics of

narratological structure and its sub-triennial aesthetic principles.

It will argue that Hamadhani’s aesthetics could best be defined in
view of the narrative structure of his Maqgamat and its under-
lying poetics. Following the assumpiions of “New Criticism”,

generic border lines between literary activities seems mostly to

i v



offer questions rather than ' answers about the  assumed
independency of most of the “known™ artistic genres, including
that of the Magagmat. Therefore, I shall argue that the aesthetics
of Alhamadhan‘i"s narratives can best be defined in terms of
Bal’s concepts of “Story ™ and “Text”, Prince’s concept of
“Narratee”, Genette’s concept of “Tense” and Kenan’ s concept

of “Narrator™.

The positive particularity of Althamadhani’s aesthetics, Ishall
argue, could best be revealed within the narrative contours which
Alhamadhani’s Maqamat had chosen for themselves. Most of the
studies which dealt with Alhamadhani’s Maqgamat tended to
either discuss them for the purpose of reaching conclusions about
Alhamadhani’s personality itself, or otherwise dismiss, down-
right, the narrative particularity of Almagqamat and consider them
as precursors to other “ modern” liferary activities. For example,
in his stady of “Almuseliya” Maqamah Badi Ez-Zaman El-

Hamadhani - 1954, Marron Aboud concluded that the “amoral

Yy iii



atfitude of the main character in the Magamah™ in his view “ can
only be seen as mirroring the immorality of Alharnadhani
himsekf> ?, and that the “Almaderiya® Maqamah is in fact,

according to him, “a short story” by “modern terminology”.! On

the other hand, Musa Sulliman sees Almagamat *not as stories as

we know them” but as “journalistic articles with elaborative

language and decorative literacy™.

In short, this thesis will discuss three main questions: what are
the poetics of the narrative discourse in Alhamadhani’s
Magamai? What are the poetics of Athamadhani’s aesthetics ?
To what extent can we perceive the positive particularity of
Alhamadhani’s aesthetics through discussing the narrative

discourse of his Magamat?

This thesis is divided into six parts a forward, an introduction
.and four chapters . The introduction defines the field and the
contours of this study introducing conceptual framework and
methods of analysis. The forward, discusses critical perspectives

and traditional issues raised about the Maqgamat in order to

1A o



define the advantages and disadvantages of these approaches and

to examine whatever limitations they might have developed.

Chapter I; will discuss in more detail both the main framework
and its component conceptual systems in Mieke Bal's, Gerald
Prince’s, Gerard Genette’s Shiomith Remmon Kenan’ s and
Susana Onega's & Jose Angel Garcia Landa’s respective titles
mentioned above, It wili consider these concépts against the

background of the Forward’s discussion of previous critical

outlooks.

Chapter 1II: is divided into four consecutive sections in
accordance with Mieke Bal’s definition of what she calls “the
Story Level” of narrative analysis. Those sections are
Focalization, Characters, Tense and Space. This chapter
discusses narmative principles of Alhamadhani’s Maqamat
arguing that the concepts of Bal, Prince and Genette, referred to
above, help to decode the positivity of Althamadani’s narrative

talent,

Chapter III: constitutes a furiher step in the discussion of
Athamadhani’s Maqamat in so far as it examines the following
level of narrative analysis introduced by Mieke Bal “the Text

Level”. It consists of five sections: Description, Discourse,

vy v



Narrator and Levels of Narration, Narratee, and Impiied Author
and attempts to demonstrate the extent to which Alhamadhani’s
narrative creation in his Almaqamat reaches the full spectrum of
complexity in both discourse and technicalities. Prince’s Concept
of “Narratee”, as well as Kanan’s concept of “ Narrator”
additionally help to reveal the diversity and depth of the
Magamat.

Chapter 1V: examines five kes} examples of Almaqamat in order
to further decipher the particularity of Alhamadhani’s narrative

vision and finally draws the conclusions of this study.

1 Maroon Abuod, Badi Ez-Zaman Ei-Hamadhani, Dar Al Maaref,

Beirut, 1954, p 36,
2 Musa Sulliman, Narrative Literature In Arabia Dar Alketab al

lebnani, Beirut, 1983, pp 343,344,
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