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A New Perspective in the Interpretation of Tanwin
“Nuanation” in Arabic

Samir Steitiva
Assaciate Professor, Department of Arabic, Faculty of Arts, Yarmouk University,
Irbid, Jordan

Abstract. This study aims at extracting characteristics of tanwin “nGnation™ in Arabic. It is divided into
the toilowing subzones: nination and noun. niination and indefiniteness, nination and plurais. In cach
one of these subzones many ideas were discussed and clarified. For instance, nanation was claimed by
some modert: grummarians to be an indefinite marker. This study proves that ntnation can be an indefi-
nite marker only when it can be contrasted with its counterpart. i.e. the definite marker. When this con-
trust does not take place. niination cannat be claimed to be an indetinite marker.

The main idea of this study is to prove that niimatien can be correctly interpreted when being consi-
dered as a part of the sentence. It is considered in this paper as a syntactic phenomenon. Accordingly.
many meanings have been extracted from modern and classical Arabic usages. These meanings have been
called, in this paper, the meanings of nination.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

