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The Rhyme ‘n’ : Three Poems on Nostalgia

Abstract

This literary study is about three poems by three poets. The first of these poets in Ibn
Zaydun from Andalus who declared his love to the Chaliph’s daughter, Walada. Walada
was a witty woman and a daring poetess, but their love story didn't last for long. The other
two are modern poets: Ahmad Shawqi - the most famus Egyptian poet during the stage of
Arabic poetry renovation, and Abu Al-Fad! Alwalid, a Lebanese immigrant in Brazil.

The common factor among the three poems is the thyme “N”. In other words, all of
these poems end with this sound which is characterized with a special nature and vast
capabillties in Arabic, Both of the last two poets had also read Ibn Zaydun’s poem, and
were influenced by it. They lend either to get close to or far away from its details to
simultaneously reiterate continuity and enhance each poet’s individual talent.

Moreover, one away or another, all of the three poets had a relationship with
Andalus. Ibn Zaydun Was a wazir ( a minister) and an ambassador in more than one of
Andalus’ emirates in the fifth century AH. Shawqi had been exiled to Spain 1941 by the
British who colonize Egypt at that time. Shawgi was a supporter of the deposed Khidiwi
Abas Hilmi. For that Shawgi stayed at Andalus till 1920. Towards the end of the exile
period, he was alowed to move freely, so he visited many places there, where he saw the
relics of the glorious Arab civilization.

Abu Al-Fadl Alwalid left his homeland when was a boy, and settled in Brazil, where
he converted to Islam, changed his name and declared his admiration for Arabs and Islam
and their history. He became a patriotic poet who called for a renaissance based on Islam.
Of course, Brazilians in general were of Spanish and Portugese origin, and the poet
considered that as a tie making him closer to them and making them closer to him. He
remembered the Arabs in Andalus and considered that an important resource that extends
his call for Arabism and strengthens it.

That was the general environment where the three poems were composed, which,
despite their similarties, were also dependent on each poet’s capability, and his significant
individual experience. This capability is reflected in the beauty of each poem with regard to
the choice of words, metaphors, and figures of speech that make it an independent entity.
Context and sub-themes raised within the frame of the overall idea are also different. There
is a big difference between a poet weeping for his sweetheart and a poet exiled and
missing his homeland, threatening his opponents, and a poet who is dreaming to regain
the national glory, and still feeling that Andalus is an Arabian land calling its people and
yearning for them.

That is the field of the study in general. it concerns with thyme in particular. However,
in spite of the similarities between the three poems in meter and rhyme, the ability of each
poet to fill in the rhythm, phrases within the verse, in addition to verses, depends on each
poet's musical sese, mental actvity, and mastering of the language and its relation with
ancient usage of words.
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