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3. Arabic poetry in America (The Mahjar)

By John A. Haywood

After the insurrections of 1860, a steady stream of Arabs from the
Lebanon and Syria emigrated to America — most to the U.S.A., but
some to South American countries such as ®Brazil. These emigrés
founded their own newspapers and magazines in theit new countries,
and they prospered in commerce. They did not forget their homeland,
which they visited when they could, and they maintained their own
culture and language. At the same time, they imbibed the culture of
their new environment. Those in the U.S.A., for example, read Long-
fellow, Walt Whitman and Edgar Alan Poe. The result was a new kind
of Arabic literature, known by the Arabs as '‘Emigrant literature’ (adab
al-mahjar). Jibran has already been mentioned in connexion with prose.
But the most significant contribution of the ‘mahjar: writers was in poetry.

A few of these poets achieved real eminence. Their works were first
published in America — often piecemeal in the Arabic press which was
established in the U.S.A, But the definitive editions are largely Lebanese
or Egyptian. This poetry was the mainspring of ‘modernism’ in Arabic
poetry — though the word ‘romanticism’ would be apter.

The best known poet was Iliya Abli Madi (1889-1957). Other out-
standing figures were Mikha'll Na'lma (b. 1889), Nasib ‘Arida (1887-
1946), Nadra Haddad (1881-1950) and Rashid Ayyib (1181-1941). One
mahjar poet, Tlyds Abll Shabaka (1903-1947), was actually born in the
US.A,, but returned with his father to the Lebanon while still a child,
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He is best known for his translations of French literature, from Moliére
to Lamartine, (1)

Abu Madi is the best-known Arab poet since Shauqgi and Matran.
Yet there is little that is identifiably Arab about his poetry, save the
language. (2) His poetry reached the Arab world as something new, with a
liberated spirit. The mahjar poets did not have the drawback of an
environment with a strong conservative element, and thus did not have
to fight a rearguard action to achieve recognition. It was probably this
liberal atmosphere in which they lived and worked which enabled them
to succeed where men like Abu Shadi failed.

When he left the Lebanon in 1900, Abu Madi went first to Egypt.
There his first diwan, Tadhkdr al-madi (The Memorial of the Past) was
published in 1911. That same year he went to the U.S.A. and settled in
Cincinatti as a merchant. In 1916 he moved to New York and joined the
Arab Writers’ Union, which was founded there in 1920. His second
diwan was published in 1919, with an introduction by Jibran. Hence-
forward he earned his living as a journalist in the American-Arabic press.
His two best-known books of verse are al-Jadawil (Brooks), which
appeared in 1925, with an introduction by Na'ima; and al-Khamd’il
(Thickets), in 1940. It is said that a good deal of the poetry which he
wrote for newspapers has not yet been reprinted.

He is a poet of the imagination rather than of the intellect. (3) To him
man is the measure of all, and he, the poet, lives in a continual state
of divine discontent and indecision. His poems are either in short-
verse monorhyme or in stanzas. His most famous poem, which typifies
his doubts about life, is ‘I do not know’ (Lastu adri); of which the fol-
lowing are some of the early verses : (4)

I came, I know not whence, yet came this way;
I saw a path — along it made my way;
I must go on — or say I yea or nay !

How have I come ? How did I find the way ?
I do not know.



Am I new here, or have I been before ?

Completely free, or a bound servitor ?

My own soul’s master, or inferior ?

Oh ! would that I were bless’d with knowledge, for...
I do not know.

They tell me monks can this world’s secrets find :
To me they seem pedestrian in mind :
Their tatter’d hearts have left all hope behind.
I am not blind — then are all others blind ?
I do not know.

[ asked th’ascetics in the monast’ry —

They were like me in their uncertainty,

Submitting to despair despondently.

And on the door, these words were plain to see :
I do not know,

Shall we risc from the tomb, after we die,

To life eternal — or extinguished lie ?

Do men speak true, or do they falsify ?

Is’t true that some true knowledge can supply ?
I do not know !

Abu Madi would seem even more of an agnostic than Abu Shadi : he
is also unimpeded by deep philosophical ideas. It is true that in the
above-quoted poem, in verse two, he alludes to the Indian idea of
transmigration — ‘have I been here before’ : but he does not develop it.
He is vague and impressionistic, loving life and beauty, but unable to
grasp their meaning. His beautiful Arabic style is greatly admired by
Arabs.

The mahjar poet who had the most varied ilfe would seem to be
Na'ima. He was born of Christian parents in Biskenta in the Lebanon,
and was educated in Russian (orthodox) schools in Biskenta and Nazareth
(Palestine) — the latter being a teacher-training college. From 1906 to



1911 he studied in a seminary in Poltava in the Ukraine, and gained a
considerable kihowledge of Russian literature. He returned to the Lebanon,
but emigrated to the U.S.A. in 1912. He studied law in Washington
University. From 1917 to 1919 he served in the American army on the
Western Front. Returning to America, he helped other Arabs to form
the Arab Writers’ Union (al-Rabita al-Qalamiyya) in 1920, He returned to
the Lebanon in 1932,

He has achieved fame in the Arab world, and written with distine-
tion in all branches of literature — fiction, drama, literary criticism, as
well as poetry. His diwan, Hams al-jufin (The faint sound of eyelids) was
published in the Lebanon in 1946.

Though he does write qasidas, he shows a preference for short
metres : and he also writes free verse. His verse runs smoothly, with
light rhythm untrammelled by too meticulous a care for long and short
syllables, as demanded by strict classical Arabic canons of prosody. His
verse has been described as influenced by Lebanese folk poetry. This
1914-18 war affected him deeply, and his period of greatest poetical
activity was immediately following that war. His religious beliefs seem
not unlike those of Abu Shadi. But he is a mystic, and mystics in Islamic
poetry have a good deal of latitude. If they appear to be writing like
agnostics, some subtle meaning can be assumed. Certainly heaven and
hell do not, with him, appear to have their orthodox meaning. Death
seems to be a place of welcome relief and calm, In the following he speaks
about death. The original monorhyme has been translated in stanzas : (5)

Tomorrow I shall entrust

The remaining dust to dust ;
My spirit I shall set free
From the prison of ‘maybe’.

Death shall 1 leave to the dead,
And those who have children bred :

To the world and religion,
evil and goodness I shall leave.
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My weakness [ shall protect

With a breasiplate that can deflect
The blows of th'angelic hand,
And the demons’ touch withstand.

I cannot feel any fright

Of the fires of Hell alight :
Those houris will not entice,
Assembled in Paradise.

Tomorrow I pioneer

Bevond range of eyc and ear,
That beginning I shall find,
As yet hidden in my mind.

For no stars my coutse can stay;
Through them all I shall find a way.
And no earth is there anywhere

But my feet can travel there.

A spirit of calm optimism is found in some of his poems. He takes one
of Longfellow’s thoughts thus. (6)

If any time your sky

By dark clouds is concealed
If you but close your eye,

The stars will be revealed.

If on the ground should lie
A covering of snow,

You will see, with closed eye,
The grass that lies below.

Should you afflicted be,
And there is no known cure,

Then close your eye, and see
The ill is its own cure.

AR



_ The emigrant writers repeated in the United States that publishing
activity for which Beirut had long been famed. Nasib ‘Arida was the
founder of the Atlantic Press in New York in 1912, and the magazine
al-Funitn (The Arts) in 1913, The latter, for which Jibran and Na'ima
wrote, disseminated interest in the ‘new literature’. ‘Arida was also on
the editorial staff of several newspapers — al-Huda (Guidance) and
Mird’a al-Nisa (The Women’s Mirror) included, He hailed from Homs in
Syria, and like Na'ima had been educated first in the local Russian school,
then at the Russian School in Nazareth, where the two were contempo-
raries. Unlike Na'ima, he did not go to Russia for further study, but
emigrated to the U.S.A. in 1905, and at first worked in commerce. But
he preferred literature to wealth and hoped to find some stability for his
writing career in journalism. He was not entirely happy, and seemed to
be beset by difficulties. The First World War caused his magazine Funiin
to fail for a time; and though it revived, it soon died again.

The leading mahjar poets all suffered, in varying degrees, from
understandable malaise in the midst of their new environment. This
malaise was both material and spiritual. ‘Arida is no exception : but like

Na'ima, there is a sort of Sufism beneath the surface in some of his
poems. Apart from his two stories, his whole output is found in his
diwan, 'Perplexed spirits’ (al-Arwah al-hd’ira). His scorn for wealth is
expressed in the following poem. (7)

Come with me (lit. Go with me)
Oh friend of my imagination,
And pard’ner of my deviation,

Wand’ring with me around the curtain
Of th’impossible and uncertain;

Come with me, searching for a thought
‘Which yet no other mind has caught.

Leave other men enamoured by
Wealth, and loved-ones for whom they cry !
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Agnostic
Afflicted

Alight

Allude to

apter (Apt)
Ascetic
Assembled
Atmosphere
Beset

Bound (servitor)
Commerce
Concealed
Conservative
Contemporary
Continual
Contribution
Definitive (editions)
Deflect (the blows)
Demon

Despair
despondently
Discontent
Dissiminate
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Fdetorial (staff)
Enamoured (by wealth)
Fminence

Entice

Entrust

Environment
Extinguish

Falsify

Folk poetry

Free verse

Grasp (the meaning of)
Hailed from
Henceforward
Homeland

Indecision
Identifiable

Inferior

Imbibed
Impressionistic
Insurrection
Latitude

Malaise

Maintain
Meticulous
Monastry

Monk

Monorhyme

Mystic

Optimism

Orthodox (meaning)
Outstanding
Pedestrian (in mind)
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Piecemeal

Pioneer

Prosody

Prosper

Rearguard (action)
Recognition

Revealed (stars will be)

Save (the language)
Scorn

Stability

Stanza

Steady

Submit

Subtle (meaning)
Tattered (hearts)
Transmigration
Typify (his doubts)
Unimpeded
Untramelled
Whence

Withstand

Would (that [ were)
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THE LAMP OF UMM HASHIM :

THE ARAB INTELLECTUAL BETWEEN EAST AND WEST

By Dr. M. M. Badawi

The Lamp of Umm Hdashim is a collection of short stories by the
distinguished Arab writer Yahyd Haqqi. First published in 1944 it has
been reprinted many times since.! Because of their peculiar mixture of
realism and fantasy, their humour and poetry, the strange and haunting
note of mysticism that runs through them, and not least because of their
impassioned and artistically faultless style of writing, thesc tales have
already attained the position of a classic in modern Arabic literature.
Moreover, they are rich in cultural and sociological significance : in this
respect the most interesting perhaps is the story which gives the collection
its name, a novella which occupies half the volume,

It conveys the feel of traditional life in Cairo at the turn of
the century, and indeed for many years to come. The main character,
Isma‘ll, is a man who {inds himself at the crossroads of civilization. He
was brought up on traditional Muslim culturc, which in its basic features
remained largely medieval. But as a young man he was heavily subjected
to the influence of modern western culture, for he spent a number of
years in England studying medicine, The work treats in detail Isma‘il’s

" Yahya Haqqi, Oindil Unmm Hashim, Iqra’ series No. 18, Déar al
Ma'érif, Cairo, 1944. The edition used here is that of 1954,
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carly background in traditional Cairo, then in a brief manner his
experiences in Europe, and finally what he decides to make of his life
when he returns to his native country. Tt traces the spiritual development
of this young man and the change that takes place in his social, moral and
mental attitudes. In so doing it indirectly places one set of cultural values
in face of another, illustrates the tension and dramatic clash between
thern and ends up with pointing to a possible resolution. The work,
therefore, is a deeply moving account of the devastating effect upon the
soul of a sensitive and intelligent voung man when he is caught in the

clash between two different sets of culiural valucs

But although he is a psychologically convincing character, Isma'll is
more than an individual. ‘The Lamp of Umm Héshim’, as the title itself
stiggests, is a symbolical work, in which the characters, no less than the
Saint’s lantern which gives the work its name, are partly designed as
symbols. Isma‘ll, in fact, stands for Egypt at the turn of this century —
the time during which the events of the tale take place. The tensions and
stresses to which he is subjected are the tensions and stresses to which
modern Egypt was exposed; the agonizing choice between eastern and
western values, which Isma'il finds he has to make, is the very choice
which faced modern Egypt. Isma'il’s salvation is, therefore, the kind of
salvation which the author saw for the whole culture of his country. To
the student of modern Arabic culture it may be of some interest to
cxamine the way in which an enlightened Arab writer, at a significant
stage in the development of modern Arab consciousness, conceived his
own tradition, and the. assumptions which he held as regards the values

of the west. He may care to analyze the precise nature of the compromise
between the two conflicting sets of values which the author offers in

order to sce how valid or viable it is.

To preparc the ground for this discussion it is necessary at this stage

to give a detailed account of the work. At the beginning we arc given the
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background of Isma'il's father. Rajab ‘Abdallah. He was born and
brought up in an Egyptian village, against a background of simple piety,
not free from superstition and saint worship. Ad a boy he used to be
taken petriodically to Cairo, in order to visit the Mosque of Sayyida
Zaynab and to seek her blessing. When as a young man he moved to
Cairo in search of work he chose to live near his cherished mosque. In
the mosque square he set up a grain shop and lived with his family near
the Saint’s mosque and under her prolcction. The Saint’s feasts became
their feasts and the calls of the muezzin their only clock. Of the three
sons Rajab ‘Abdaliah had, two received the inexpensive traditional reli-
gious education, but by the time the youngest, Tsma'fl, was ready for
school, his father could afford the high cost of secular education. Before
sending him te a secular school, however, Rajab ‘Abdullah made sure
that the boy had first reccived a solid religious grounding and had learnt
the whole of the Koran by heart. Since secular education was regarded
as the gateway to social and financial success Isma'll soon became the
centre of his fumily’s hopes, and for the sake of his well-being no
sacrifice by the rest of the family was considered too great.,

Isma'll’s whole life was encompassed by the district and the Square of
Sayyida Zaynab which left their deep imprint upon the mind of the
growing boy. He was familiar with every part of the square, with all
its sights and sounds and smells, and above all, with the Mosque itself,
and all the beautiful tales of mystery and supernatural power which the
pious imagination of succecding gencrations had woven round it. Most
of these tales werc told to Isma'il by the Mosque attendant, Sheikh
Dardirl, whose characier is pictured by the author with exquisite humour
and deep affection. To Sheikh Dardiri men and women flocked to ask
him for a drop of the oil from Umm Hishim’s lantern to treat their eycs
or the eyes ol somc loved one. But the consecrated oil. Isma'll was told,

would cure only those whose perception shone bright with the light of

faith. On certain hallowed occasions, when the Saint was visited by a
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number of other saints, all arriving on horseback with green banners
flying over their heads, and the perfume of roses and musk arising
from the cuffs of their sleeves, in order to hold court and look into
the complainis of men—the mosque lantern would shine with a blinding
light and its oil would then possess the secret of curing all disease.

So much for the background of lsma'l’s early childhood, which, as
we shall see, was to play a dramatic part in his life.

Although his religious upbringing and his simple peasant origin
scem to have helped him to do much better at school than the spoiled
children of the bourgeois, Isma'll failed to obtain a good enough result in
the final school examination to enable him to enter the school of medicine
on which he and the whole of his family had set their hearts. Since
Rajab was determined to push his son to the front rank, he acted, but
not without much hesitation, on the advice of a friend who suggested
that Isma'll should go abroad to study medicine in Europe. Significantly
his final decision was made as a result of a dream in which he heard a
soft voice advising him to trust in God and go forward with His blessing!
Before the fixed date of departure the family assembled, gloomy and
silent, and with tearful eyes. The father advised his son to observe strictly
his rcligion and warned him especially against the dangers of associating
with Buropean women. He also declared his and his wife’s intention to
marry him to Fitima al-Nabawiyya, his orphaned cousin who lived with
them, and they did in fact go through the ceremony of engagement. Later
Isma'Tl went out to bid farewel) to his friends, passing through the Square
on his way. His feet led him to the shrine in the mosque, where he found
Sheikh Dardit standing with his head bent, as if completely overcome,
"The image of this man, standing by the silent shrine under the light of
the oil tamp, his hand resting on the railing or wiping his face, was his
last memory of Cairo before leaving.” The author describes Isma'il diffi

dently climbing up the gangway of the boat, a young man with the gravit:
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of age, slow and slightly corpulent, cverything about him suggesting that
he was a peasant, lonely and ill at ease in these strange surroundings.
Among the luggage he carried was a pair of wooden clogs, which his
father had insisted he should take with him, for he had heard that ritual
ablution was difficult in Europe because of the practice of wearing shoes
indoors.

This clumsy and awkward figure of a peasant is contrasted with the
neat and sophisticated young man who, with a bright face and head held
high, was Wriskly making his way down the gangway of the boat seven
years later. Now Isma'll is a qualified doctor—an eye specialist, and
much has happened to him in the meantime. A great transformation has
taken place in his character and outlook. Even his physical appearance
has changed: his face has lost its roundness and his cheeks have grown a
little hollow. His flabby lips that hardly closed before are now compress-
ed with determination and selfconfidence. Much of the change that had
occurred in his characier was due to the influence of Mary, a fellow
student who for some time was infatuated with the dark young man
from the east. Mary is obviously a symbo! of western civilization. She
stood for lust for life, constant activity, freedom from the shackles of
tradition, individuality, complete self-confidence, science and humanism,
realistic thinking about concrete problems, belief in this world and ap-
preciation of art and the beauty of nature. In short, she represenied the
complete opposite of the values that had in his life.

This change in Isma'il’s attitudes, however, did not occur easily or
without a high price. As the author puts it, in the beginning, ‘Isma‘il’s
soul used to wince at Mary's sharp words and groan under her attacks.’
One day he woke up to find his soul completely in ruins.

Ismall was full of idealism and cnthusiasm when he returned to

Egypt. His love for his countty had grown during his absence. But the
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stronger his love for Egypt grew, the more impatient he became with. the
Egyptians. Yet he felt they were his own people and they were not really
to blame. They were the victims of ignorance, poverty, disease and age-
long oppression. He had vowed to try to remove the wrongs he could
see. Mary had taught him (o be independent and never again would they
be able to feed him on their superstition. illusions and outworn customs.
He knew that his relationship with his people would be one long struggle,
and he was already eager to plunge into the {irst battle.

But Isma'll did not plan to devote his life entirely to the disinterested
service of his country, He felt that he owed an enormous debt to his
father and that he ought to pay back at least part of that debt. He had
made up his mind to turn his back on Government service and to set
up a private clinic in the best residential district of Cairo. When he had
acquired enough money, he was going to let his father retire and buy
some land for him in their native village so that his father might spend
the rest of his days there, quietly and without any more drudgery. But
what about Fitima al-Nabawiyya 7 He felt a little disturbed at the thought
of marrying her, but he decided that the matter had better be left for
the time being.

Isma'll did not have to wait long for the first battle. As soon as he
arrived and saw his mother he was shocked by her apparent lack of
petsonality: ‘she is simply a mass of negative goodness’. Fitima al-
Nabawiyya’s two plaits of hair, her cheap glass bracelets, her movements
and indeed everything about her proclaimed loudly thai she was a peasant
gitl from the heart of the country. Was that the gitl he was going to
marry? He knew at once that he would have to go back on his word.
He also understood from the bandage she was wearing that her diseased
eyes had grown much worse since he left. Isma'‘il looked from the corner
of his eyes at the interior of the house: it was much smaller and darker

and less comfortable than he could remember. Did his people still use
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an oil lamp? he asked himself. He could not help wondering how he

was going to bring himsell to live with his people in that house.

Before retiring to bed his mother decided to put some drops in
Fatima's eyes. Hearing Fitima groan with pain as she felt the drops,
he asked his mother what was in the bottle. On being told that it was
oil from Umm Héshim’s lamp, which his friend Sheikh Dardiri had kindly
brought for them, he jumped to his feet at once, as if stung by an adder.
He went up to Fatima, removed her bandage and examined her eyes, He
found them badly damaged by trachoma, but if given the right kind of
treatment, he thought they would be cured, and this hot burning oil was
sure to make them worse. Then follows a scene which turned the joyful
occasion of the reunion of the family into a cause for mourning and grief.
Horrified at the state of Fatima’s eyes Isma'll screamed at his mother,
accusing her of ruining the girl’s eyes with her superstitions. Enraged
by his mother’s utter lack of comprehension, he spoke most disrespect{ully

"of the Saint. Silence fell on the house at once. The distressed father, who
had come out of his room to find out the cause of the shouting, and

heard Isma'il’s words, simply said to him: 'Is that all you have learnt
abroad? Is all our reward that you should come to us an infidel?’ Isma'il’s
nerves could not stand much more, especially as everyone around him
looked at him pityingly, as if he had gone out of his mind. Picking up
his father’s stick, he ran out of the house, determined to deal ignorance
and superstition a mortal blow, even if that should cost him his lile.

Quickly he escaped [rom the stifling crowd and ran into the mosque,
This is how the shrine of the Saint appeared to him now:

“Instead of fresh air, rose thick vapours of barbaric perfumes. There
was the lamp hanging above, dust sticking to its glass and soot having
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turned the chain into a black line. It gave off a stifling smell of burning.
It emitted more smoke than light, and even the faint ray of light it did
give was only a sign of ignorance and superstition. Near the ceiling
hovered a bat, which made his skin creep. Around the tomb leaned
people like logs of wood, propped up against it. They stood there paralyz-
ed, clutching at the railing. Amongst them was a man begging of the
Saint to do something for him, which Isma‘il could not fully understand
but he gathered that the man wante‘d her to punish an enemy of his, to
bring destruction on his home and to orphan his children. Turning to a
corner Isma'll saw Sheikh Dardirl secretly hand to a man, wearing a
woman'’s handkerchief for a bandage on his head, a small bottle, as if he
were smuggling something. Unable to bear it much longer, and hearing
the sound of inuumerable bells in his head and his eyes swimming, with
one blow, broke it to pieces, the bits of glass flying all over the place,
while he cried: [.1.I.”"* He could not finish his seantence. The crowd
rushed at him, he was beaten up and trodden on. He would have been
lynched, had not Sheikh Dardirl recognized him and delivered him from

the wild and furious mob, telling them that he was the son of Sheikh
Rajab 'Abdulla, a child of the neighbourhood and that he was obviously
possessed.

Isma'll was carried to his house. He spent a number of days in bed,
talking to nobody. When he recovered a little from his injuries, he toyed
with the idea of going back to England and settling there, away from
“this accursed land.” But he felt as if his body was tied to this house
which he could not bear and to the Square he loathed. One morning,
however, he woke up to find himself resolved to treat Fitima’s eyes. He
had treated successfully many similar cases in Europe before. He applied
his medicine to Fatima’s eyes [or some time without seeing any noticeable
improvement. He doubled his care, took her for consultation to his col-
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leagues at the school of medicine, who all approved of his method of
treatment. But Fitima’s eyes became much worse and finally one day she
woke up to find herself completely blind.

Isma il ran away from home: he could not siay therc facing Fitima,
whose blindness, the author says, “was a proof of his own blindness.”
“Nor could he bear the reproachful looks of his parents. He sold his
books and some of the equipment he had brought with him from England,

and rented a room in a boarding house, run by a Greek woman, to whom
only money mattered. Certainly, Europeans in Egypt, he thought, were
made of a different stuff {rom thosc he had encountered in Europe. She
cxploited him and made his life generally so difficult that he was driven

to roam about in the streets from morning to midnight.

It was during his wanderings that his reconversion took place. It
happened gradually. At first he found himself in the evenings attracted
towards the Mosque Square near his parents’ house. He began to feel
some sympathy for the people in the square, who, he thought, were more

sinned against than sinning.

Although every night, before going to slecp, he thought of some way
to escape back to Europe, the {ollowing day he would find himself back
in his usual spot in the Sayyida Square. When the holy month of Ramadan
came it did not occur to him to fast. Yet he felt an unusual atmosphere
in the Square, something new in the air; it was as if the world had cast
off its old robes and put on new ones. Isma‘ll wondered why he had
failed, but could not find an answer that would satisfy his intellect.
However, he found himself spending more of his time in the Square,
gradually accepting its people, enjoying the jokes he could hear, and, in

general, feeling the ground becoming more solid under his feet. He could
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now detect a virtue in the ability of the Egyptians to keep their distinctive
character and temperament, despite the change of rulers and the vicissi-
tude of cvents. Here, he thought, were no separate individuals, but a
whole people united by a common faith tempered by time. Far from
being devoid of all human expression, their faces now acquired a meaning
hitherto unnoticed by him. Moreover, he found in his people the peace
and tranquillity which appeared to him to be lacking in the west, where
‘there were only hectic activity and anxiety, an untlagging war and the
sword ever drawn.” He reached a stage in his acceptance of his own
people where comparison with the west was not only unnecessary, but
also meaningless. ‘But why compare at all?’ he thought, ‘Surely a lover

does not draw comparisons?’

1t was not long now before the moment of full revelation came. It
occurred on the Night of Power (the night on which, according to
Muslim belief, the Koran was sent down), which he had been brought
up from childhood to cherish and venerate. While he was loitering in
the Square his attention was suddenly drawn to the sound of deep
breathing echoing throughout the Square, which as a child he was told
only those blessed with a clear conscience could hear. When he raised
his eyes he beheld the dome of the Mosque flooded with a bright light
emanating from the lantern of the Saint. He saw at once that the light of
which he had been deprived for years had come back. Now he realized
why he had failed. He had nursed his pride and rebelled; he attacked
and, overreaching himself, he {ell. Now he knew that ‘there could be no
science without faith.” Fitima had never really believed in him, but in

the power of the Saint,

Isma‘ll entered the mosque, walked reverently to the shrine which



had now regained the beauty he used to see in it, asked Sheikh Dardisi-
for some of the lamp oil which the Sheikh gladly gave him, telling:him
that it was particularly holy, because it was not only the Night of Power,
but the night of the Visitation as well. Isma'il took the oil straight to
his parents’ house, and went up to Fitima and told her never to despair
of being cured, since he had brought her the blessing of Umm Hashim.
Once more he applied his science of medicine, but this time fortified by
faith. He did not despair when he found that the disease had become
chronic, but persisted and persevered and fought tenaciously until he
could see a ray of hope. When she had completely recovered, the writer
says, 'Isma’il sought in vain both in his mind and heart for any feelings
of surprise he was afraid he might find.’

From now on the story of Isma'll becomes one of cultural and moral
integration, but not pethaps one of financial success. He no longer felt
uprooted in his own society. He later set up a clinic, not in a residential
area but in a poor district, in a house that was fit for anything but receiv-
ing eye patients. His fee never exceeded a piastre al a time. His patients
were the poor and the bare-footed, not the elegant men and women he

had hoped to get when he returned from England. His clinic swarmed
with peasants, who brought him gifts of eggs, honey, ducks and chickens.
We are told that he performed many a difficult operation successfully,
using means which would have made a European surgeon gasp in
amazement: he held only to the spirit and principles ofo his science,
abandoning all elaborate instruments and techniques. He relied first upon
God and secondly on his learning and the skill of his hands. He never
sought to amass wealth, buy land or own huge blocks of flats. His sole

aim was to help his poor patients recover at his hands.

We also learn that he married Fitima, whom he taught to dress, eat
and behave generally like a civilized woman, and she bore him five sons
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and six daughters. Towards the end of his days he grew very corpulent,
had a huge appetite, was given to laughter and joking. His clothes were
untidy, with cigarette ash scattered all over his sleeves and trousers.
Until this day, his nephew, the narrator, says, the people of al-Sayyida
district remember him with kindness and gratitude, and then pray that
God may forgive him his sins.
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ill at ease

illusion
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significance
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Tawfiq Al Hakim; his concept of equilibfium

by Dr. A, Ismail

There is sufficient evidence that Tawfik al Hakim, in handling intel-
lectual and sccial themes, follows a certain concept which stresses the
necessity of what he terms “equilibrium” in life. (Al-T’aduliyya).! This
springs from a common ground that he shares with the majority of
contemporary Egyptian thinkers, especially those who are aware of the
major change resulting from the impact between West and East. The
poise and consciousness with which Al Hakim confronts the problems of
our age derive from his intermediate position between the two civilisations
as well as from his strong belief in equilibrium, and deep knowiedge of
what are, and what are not,fundamentals.

The fact that Tawfig al Hakim’s literary output is affected and even
determined by the principle of equilibrium is easily observable and some-

times quite obvious in his earlier works. Later he formulated this concept
in a critical work under the title of Al-T'aduliyah (Equilibrium). This is
by no means a personal tendency; it stems from the orientation of Eastern
society in general, and of Islamic society in particular, from which he
derives his deeply rooted belief in the supernatural, and which has

established a perfect equilibrium between the spiritual and the material.
" The belief in the supernatural world and its active participation in
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the events of this world was deeply rooted in pre-lslamié Egypt, and'
did not disappear after the advent of Tslam. King Solomon’s magic ring
which gave him power over the Jinn has become a part of a Muslim’s
belief, and has remained the motive of thousands of folk-tales which
are, cven nowadays, implicity believed by a large section of the public.
Magic, alchemy, and conjuring practices as represented in the Arabian
Nights were ty;pical of the mental attitude of oriental society until the
early twentieth century, and against them the Muslim ‘Ulama as well as
other thinkers conducted a long struggle.

Beside this attitude towards the supernatural, there is the rationalist
one which, being at the other extreme, is entirely different from that of
the early Muslims, and contends that what cannot be proved by reasoning
does not exist. Consequently, the usual logical methods are applied to
problems like the existence of God. This excessive rationalist attitude
emerges over and over in the 1930, especially among the youth, and
has led ¢~rtain groups, to reject Western civilisation or, at least, to adopt
a hostile attitude towards it. More enlightened groups hold to both
Eastern and Western civilizations. They are also aware of the fact that
equilibrium is about to be thrown out of balance by the continued impact
of Western civilisation which may tip the scale in favour of material-
ism.

For Tawfiq al Hakim, the more urgent duty was to restore the
equilibrium between the world of reality and the world of dreams in
which the oriental mind used to live and revel. Shahrazad, one of his
earlier plays, is a serious attempt in that direction. It begins at the end of
the final night of the Arabian Nights, which symbolises, to the play-
wright, the world of dreams. Thus King Shahriyar is led to the line where
the world of dreams ends and the path of reality begins and left there to
find the way for himself. But Shahriyar loses touch with reality, sus-
pended _?s*he is, in Shahrazad’s words, between heaven and earth, and
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it is obvious that his failure"ts due to his inability to establish an
equilibrium between the two worlds; the world of reality and the world

of dreams.

A further extension of Tawfiq al akimH’s tendency towards equili-
brium is his advocacy that it be applied between mind and heart; by the
latter he means the instinctive and emotional promptings towards a
solution. This idea is noticeable throughout Al Hakim’s work from the
very beginning. ‘Awdat al Rih” contains long passages, almost amounting
to essays on the importance of the “heart”, which are very chracteristic
of this novel.! It was during his stay in France that he realised the need
for balance, as can be seen from his work ‘Usfir min al Sharq®, (A Bird

{rom the East), v(rhich stresses the conflict of the ideas of East and West.

Even in one of the latest plays, Ashwak al-Salam,' (The Throns of
Peace), he believes that “the way to peace is in the hear.’ . Likewise he
is inclined to think that “reasonable justifications are sometimes the
thorns that stab the heart, and cause disturbance to its tranquillity, for
the intellect doubts, and when one doubts, one loses the half of the
heart which one wishes to gain; the intellect becomes timorous, and one

would not meet those whom onc loves while one fears them.

The play “Sulayman al-Hakim” also concerns itself with the question
of equilibrium. This time between the material and the spiritual, The
playwright demonstrates that the material cannot dominate the spiritual,
for Solomon uses all the material power at his command to conquer the
heart of Balkis and fails, in exactly the same degree in which Qamar
fails to win Shahrazad through the purely spiritual power of love.

Neither the material nor the spiritual aspect is effective by itself: only
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when they are combined can success be achieved. The failure of the
hero to -attain this form of equilibrium is also brought out in some other
plays which approach the central problem from different direcéions.

In his latest play Ya Tali’ esh-Shagara,” (Thou Who Art Climbing
the Tree), Tawfig al Hakim places the emphasis in more than one
context, on-the idea that intellect alone has its limitations, and is not able
to provide the answer to all problems. For him, the existence; of things
“must be félt and guessed rather than discovered”, and it would be
useless to resort, in the inquiry, to ordinary logical methods of deduction
and induction. This equilibrium between intellect and instinct is essential-
Iy a more accurate reflection of Islamic doctrine, which commands its
followers to look into their conscience if intellect does not provide an
answer, This also corresponds to the Islamic concept of the harmonious

working of inteHlect with divine revelation.

However, the play approaches the problem of equilibrium from the
opposite direction to that used in Al Hakim’s earlier works. While his
aim in “Shahrazad” was to awaken the mind of the Arab nation from
its drugged obsession with the world of dreams, he now attempts te
reverse the process. The Arabs were by now so drastically awakened that
they might become obsessed with materialism, an equally dangerous
extreme. Thus, Al Hakim strives to re-awaken in his audience a con-

sciousness of the supernatural and the world of dreams.

This he does by revealing some of the hidden recesses of the human
mind — a region hitherto so unexplored that scientists have only just
begun to grapple with the vital task of differentiating between the scien-
tific truth and superstition, —— and wanting people to realise that within -
the symbolism of alchemy, for example, lies a profound psychological
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validity. This play is therefore an aticmpt to restore the equilibrium, and
to readjust a pendulum that has swung too far. In the epilogue to this
play, Al Hakim says: “Man’s behaviour in this world is very strange.
He always asks and expects a delinite answer to every question. If the
universe remains silent and does not provide the answer, he will be
entitled to think that it lacks sense and purpose. He wants to have the
world destroyed unless he is given a frank answer, but the world is
destroyed only in his eyes, [or it remains as it was, saying nothing, though
it says everything.”

\eq



i

L

..“;é ((R:.Sb\.xﬂ\)) Artoonmd L SJJJ#. ,\{53 T,.,a\;- ‘L:).@_AA Cfi :\...J‘-Lg::g-Y\} Zb&{d\
calodd

.

Sy b byl 3 r._,<;L\ 3 ol oy S5 U YA e o

vﬂﬂl\ uﬁ)g‘“l‘\ ;_.JF—\ oA A .‘_SJ::LA J;}A ot \A).‘.EH fda ::..i)

s.'JJ.'!H ;\st '-GJD-‘\‘ L“;"U\ J.‘:‘?‘<H J};ﬁl“ \:);)-\i Uv»-l“ &lﬂ)'\' i«p\..ﬂl) v u',jpb‘l\
. J_,.ing

| S92 Ol 5l e waall N e <‘\«,<.=L\ Sob g7 as 4l g L e,
Jobdly ol wle] 4 2 W& woledl el (woarsy haug
s pm by e g diall B

3

e oF 5,0 pSH Gy Jasl 5 7y L3 OF gl e

DO Lam Gade b oV ars] 316 bl

VS u.ﬁ:!} Adsbadly lalew dul o 3 Aoy Lad (-ﬂJzL\ P t\.,p J5
el fe b ey il 6 SV e Jie Ul el ok LY
Jo ,_g;.\H C:m“ Sl st“: Ot e Ay @T)La\é}\; (AU: 4z 4 éfﬂ\
LA} I L o SalS” NYalas \»LST k“5..'\,“} »_")L,.:a“.) cM\JH 45\{1 i
cgale g

ble) Wle Slamt § Bladll a85lie, DLl da DY 057 a3
c,..\p‘\' 425 ézr- [ o)j.é.\b .\M' g__',o.:ﬁ‘-‘ é_} cﬁ\u}“ J,:; e ‘_‘3. JJ;\.J-;\ ‘}:q.&

v

-



Solddnae v \;)'g- g’L\ u\:— SJ‘\QSMS\ 4ol ~=;.,\S\ éjxm!\ J\A:Lu 2A (.:b-
\5&5- e C)}A C_',.S‘J\ L \_;S\ lz?a»i\s\ UMiH JYT t}nﬁ"‘}ﬂ J.B) V.L«U
. oA \.La\:\ﬁ \; ,»U\ e o)«.‘f il de
2358 Ay A Gl by el 5 5 paidly sl el At
Coom o2l O 3 LN el 4 g peindl (g Sl b sl

Jé)l: C‘J.«o ‘si,!A : § 2Ll o (W'Y J.‘.‘é’} ;Q.AML\ slale J>'-D

@l aal o Caiplt o LAl e M s il ) Sa

O IS ekl (3 4 e LIS BBkt iy 51 ol e

Sju\ ol ulm»ﬂl{ f.\&e;mi \-—.\.iﬁ} o S oy Y UL&A.HJ. a3} Qg'c- Y L

kil 5 bl ol ek oy L sy e blad gl CJUT

de sl da Al 3 5ladt 5 ) el Ll 2ol u\wvux $ At
g \_”_,L\; ab g Bl \;l J.N\

i il g pladl WSy 0 San 5tz ST Slelr s O |
OJL,GJ-\ J\U.AA.J‘ J&J‘im_’ﬁ\_j.)u\\)\\w\\)}a) A} M)a“}
aslll das” o ?.4\3\ Sty jall

O O dny OF gamky rlall o o oSH 54 st 3,
CMJAAJMJJ\ ._,J..J\J,u\al.;\ L;-\HVBK::}H {H.c} :\.La-\rl
@alﬁ-\“ fia do;b- dyle 5 S Wl L I S - I Vg
—-J,U..\.&_J.); §S‘((4L5J4uu\))duu,ao)’-Y\Au\ ‘L.\,..GA.
\.-\..;. A%Y\ Ldb L,ﬁ"‘“ ‘._...>- U )L’Ji"" W b).a.) \..\gh . A%\’\ ‘l\a.

Ay Gl ks ST a5y 1N 3 b

b‘))wdy..b- OJM}AJ_CS \‘l\purf‘_}..a_waqugs
b)‘y fﬂ)d‘c_;?s& ‘1:};\;41,.9‘)\Crp‘,;&j._up)\ﬂ,;,‘w U""

ARR



YY1 ey 1 ém S

Jall oy \hda L] sedd o ddaladll y A ale 2 ﬁﬁ;\ S5 A5
R V}l;'\ ¢,.¢ VL?— )4 At)‘u\?'}“} ‘\:‘.Jh‘d“ )’\);'\ j?—?b. \_9."?. )A} . \'_.un}
) e oS 3 5 el Jimsly s Sl oda 39

S 8457 50 Sl T al S8 Ay g laked anad e -y 83 pob
-l

3 U L s 8 ana] 21T 050t ) AU @g.\ RVt
N P YA I I C‘fﬂu S A 10O AN e ) shee ) AlST
C)ig R ol )i AN .ﬂ\}.ij Iy gﬁAJ A;L‘?"IM Jﬁ-\_,i O A J \5-9-
Sby slaze NI 4L s ol JJJJ\{, - JA )A A Jl okl
eSS 00 i el A el dad L85 Loy o 2ty Jaall L Sl
() (( rAL’Lﬁ‘— Oﬁ.-} v_@,; ! O ‘_Sibj g;‘“iyu;) 3 J\ﬂ;)ﬁﬂ“}

doams. 05 s o Y a e @,<A.& Sladles 1 dm e
o s OF S Y (Wl OF Lol gy« Ay Dol g 34T o
v,m:ib' vl; ng..s 6Jb uLLzL.u o 4).&3 La JfL)LML'“ \ﬂ—\:'-:-w‘ a8 'L_S,'}JH
U’Jﬂ 'p _5\ ‘J‘G"’" L__‘Lg; ,ajg) Q\ J.Q.S Jm’ ‘\A")D : "“L‘?. J&i 3\-’-&’ J:-J.I;
,gﬁ Y f),;“) Lgbu.\ u‘.du-\%u\' JD . ..\>-_9 5&}_}5\9)-\ 5);
LA 113 il Wy () 035 o 31 S5 of

o w pall 1da e ,_; JUARPY Jpmis &f‘ N sla
L Raki Uy o el EISCEN e b 0515

v ae i -l (V)
YA ) C""'J“ (")

VWY



o ST S G5 IS 5 18 il a b Ly s oI di a3

05 e ot O Lgna gty Y 83502 5508 53 ooy Jadl O o

oo o i b ST iz oF i OF sla¥ s oy O ooy L i g
ezl y SVl aagusx'&m{ bl ) Toeli 0T Dol 1 8 ol

FRW cpT 8 ) 40 u&i 0 ph 4> ~"g SJh.&H} Jﬁ“ O C))'\):S\ Iia
O Janl 125 13 a3l U] 133 gm 01 et e s 0 st
il oy Janll Glst o (Yl 0 ggde Lyl Jile My L Slpkl pid
. k}b)H LS"LMJ

W oYl S slaa ol a 051420l Audd Jsbs A bl OF e
Jad 4 01 015,480 5 ol OIS G b . LW alloel 6 Cal U1 okiad
ol ks O a Il ¢ oY1 iy s gilas e B all 21 i

ol wgde s O oS o s £ e oo all Baigal A
a5y sha (M Nl il ol s Dsll)

Sl Le g \,gj>‘-1 30 aalie o) LBy, O f}gé-\ dale 1S,

¢ Al GLAYT a5 any e CanS 0L S pivay f_i;s,
t..,..m>=§ J’}:-\ﬂ-; »-\.AT L 2ladall “.—\J. Aa) (_9;- JTY‘ dl g_,'d-}&,'lgf é L;.\a\,m OF
Lol Taghl dolall G220 Sy 5l e Byl Regll ellyy 0 USG,
. 4:&:&-9 ;‘::m.&s 4\.3:.a>- QLC— ("5}.\2;3‘ “ia ;\:&3§H 34 JT LJ"L““ ﬂ)“\i JT O}'\f.Ji)

C}.\a?((J)»\L{» C‘)\..al_; 3 3 gl 33\9}( aale — 03 i"&ﬂk\ oda y

c i

O 3 Ol CaBgay ) 43 e Badie 3 “:§:Ll Gy Jak

1

Gt |.J&.9 ,\J'l)g— L_s‘al‘::’. C)U J\-.m:!_ Ob V.lg:i ol \,C“J Ay AJJ_ . el L—.QSJA

VA Y



Ol s i £ Zuall e e diwie suy wi] L 0,y 01 aie 0,80
LS Ik § 8 ST o slanl Blaly 8™ i Lt Jedd
ouie 1338 § 13] gkl glas T 0,501 1 (lexf 13 shixial Jo o)
Jsi YVt @6 ai] o lai § V) oy Y 0,801 0805 L eyl ol

. b ((i-‘?'gi?Jf J)Eidﬂs C:}A)... \f\:,&

. Yo uﬁﬁﬁi”dﬂoha.’-_lwbv\ia (\)

A\REA



Sl

Glof b 0 oy S G ada L adlally ST ﬁg.; Gyl

Wb S dadie 3 el S (ol 505 4B 4il] agr s g JI S 8 8 o
(BY T 4S5 15 4] JU, oAy 3Ll (8 ande e &1 3 ol
L2 O S o Wl a5 G DL s S5 e gt S T sdny
RV N K P TP [ paimbl o el axd s B ¢ Ky
ool dunsl oMbetl 4l GO ) 0 cadlly akoy (SC ol e

ol L el 26 1 S dwits bt OF Cal 511 J gl 5
oS (gl 1 e Ul Lagad] ST AUl G szad) e e edel B

. (_59\..».27,-\“ ng:ml‘)

ot OVl 4 tun il 0,801 Of oS 6 J DREEmU
sha e b OLGYB L Jolaally 051l Lo anlal g gdy Ol s O
. e L} iS5\ }T . Ao u»é')i“ Mg A O 9N ol A Y ué_)ﬁ“
s S5 T ps (6 S e Al wils Ly 6V p b S
den et 13 ¢l (3T 8 8T Ly Wi ottt ST 051530
O eladl el gl el gzalayl O 51 3
il gkl Jslbaie Gl 6lS™ a o § 4wl OLIYH OF Gl 3N 60
b ns 48] 1. o3be 7 g Eam e DLV tm caST YT el

Voo oe dalall (1)

Vo



Ma Jorl BB 5 Sl n Dol &7 o il a b waially
ST sl ST 650 e L i 8 ST 58 I O ¢ Jatac
Sleal LSS5 156 L Sl sl idy Septll Lol S ay
Ll e Ol fbu Asys DO e By o) ~_.,gjn
Ja 5T 8 ol gty K s T Sk L 6y dhgd

c Ol S dala LayT o ekl oy SaLA Y, L A

L;'TJ J — L.é;{ ad>eds J;. ol 3 Ol uLﬁ Jalazll tda \:.,_Jzzl.l Yo

‘\S.'A;)I_";' Jakeall 0 aita) s Caﬁ 3. aledety Ll OF gl 5 — ) 5M
gl y LSy )5l

el 3 oLy O] p,<:L\ J 2 C)}gﬂ o Gpddt OLIYE CaB g e

(t\.C e 4)\ PR ;}?}S\ \u\k F\M 4\}\} ngn \u\h f ‘\s k‘,Ler:' Y O-\P“} ‘\5‘({ )]
L el

L}G k..a)-«\;—\ _;"""*H ‘\;— . J\:Jy‘ S\a: L}C ﬁés. ng\“ ¢ u‘);-\ \.:\?-J
P sl r,),uﬂ,,ﬂ.u\, .m<WL\ o ¢ e il L W ey 4
iy panll o oY (s A1 at Oa &l e il Mb—)}lﬂ-,«d A5 ¢ dsall
% PP X WS U AN P HEUR O PR RPN P (P RS Y
BN sl AL o

o= W8O8 @l Jalatl O g ¢ bty el € 8B 5 el Lo
SR bl oyl o Ay a5y e sl 0,31 alla
D Jad Al ol lant L g el dia” et 48 O b

Jyas leel Jam G idsball pe Cilr alsbs df Gl M ass-

Vi =\ e deddd sdaall (1)
VY = 4 e dedd ohaall (V)



Eadsr O bS] 8 CLally Jaall c aldhestly Jstazll e
Sl J&T ¢ g_;?—ﬂa

b 8 e Glbll Sl oy adkastly Lasd dolasll Vs o
o 47 53> 4 0\5:11 ZKA.A _)U:’l L} Kja-r.:a. « J,@; ) \_’3 ~ag éﬂjo\xn QU.":_Y\J
Y (313 gl \,9“2",)"""' E e

b gy LVl kil dSs, \,«_{\;1 Bl el g gdl e Ll
lia Jﬁ Ou\'\ 8l o tuﬁ'.‘;- Wl o-LaZ:u la \;\ 6“3‘:;"} J.’&SU J\;-.\ N J\MJY‘
L}YJ\&Q 4 )L@,«H} J.«UK Js.;-‘} J““‘H d‘ L}J‘) J )] J)A,.A J.}Lﬂ.” (5_9-"«“
J‘-ﬂa‘ AJY ‘JL“,V‘ JJY‘ }A “ d}<} ~\,J . uw\ \ “T u_)-—\) N_’
Jf J ‘-QJJJ&” ul-k” L_,ad . uL.U J )jaﬂj‘ LA QLJ)\ (.5'0\”“\‘“ j}‘\)
Sl ol L5 il ada. shé 5] ] anboy LY igaey 241 Dl g M
. J‘.."” S—‘v‘.i‘_

2 e b e 85 a8 el il Lo U, il 07 LSS
’Y _/nas‘ )ﬂ qi 6\)-»\.‘2 ” jﬁ- o)jh.v J Mnxl\ § ) . ,::.S\ _)f.a.e 4:3\.:00

. ()(( J)a” Cf: PL j;»‘ Jm{ J.‘:\ai) ‘.)J.\J‘:'.J‘

M\} . MN ) L;l ‘:;.531 J-\.f'.\“/a jx_J-\ S g2 8 QT u}jl\ JS'.LJ
Ay iy B0l 6L Ol g Y iy L1 0N L Ol els
@Y b Y g el oK

La..:\ 4 ) 9% c:;"zlb C:.:aJ.\ i o g0 0 .Qn L -b-): \§ _;\.A».é.”j
b ‘JMJ J‘.u \@..a; 4ha a5\ )& L’:‘ ¢ Ju.s‘ }s- JA?:..J ‘l YJ& d 4 ))M
' J.sla*l\ &~ .\:NJ C‘pj c:‘p)ﬂ 42:—@‘,'-‘3{! u\)j*i\ (j"‘" ...-'&} ._§J>-\

V4 e i il (¥)

§Y o andi ezl (1)

ARR%



-l Jull S Al e

Jori SN Gl a0 sl Dl be Wiy
Aalondl 0 DLl Ol gt Va2 3855 W0 il B fanr U g 2Ll e
eI g )b Bt WSy 3l Jabe sT 1 0507 ey Y A sl
A Y R Bl S L LW S8 B el s b i) O

o p Sl 88 (S8 8 Ly sl T 051 e L]
5157 a0, 0T Y e d ¢ o Jolasll 0 431 sl 5 LT

. W (« v.UQS\} up.J"H {;rkJ.

54 M g3l 5 dll 8t 1 grs 0,5 O el drkor & ks
)M Ay JLAT 8 s 7 golall STrlie e uny Bitaan Bl tm O
055 O by B8 oy L 3 dne 8l Jf bl 85,2 Dolduay 5kl e
L} C)Jgi b (()L.E.’Z,w\)) ‘;ﬁé}‘ \.C S‘J“HJ ¢ 3\:>~ O g}}\ U-' C)U C:.:;J!T)J:m:
> My I 53 ekl o~ salall SLGYE T L 5 S0 e T i
C)_jb:” lda y,a JG LQ«‘A\:?" (nj.t'if JT wa..a_.d éja'iu d,é.h LS}_ ﬁ_\J».:U le?:l-‘}
[BES o J:\S J«:ﬁ- “gag‘:‘.’ Jﬁ sz; QL&L«J—.U .:\J,éﬁ“ 3‘.::» Y C.::v:w . ‘a},.ujli
AR é L_J\}fa' 355 s | g™ NEIFHIRRVIN)CEY o ‘_"SS} ()}\}:H
sas gl el Sl ST G5k o g PUNIWN T Sl e kel
b a8 i e 3B

O35 e Tl s e tamy OF aglatny T T Lo GO :_.,ﬂ\ ol
\9“5 L”;‘ JJQ».” \._',..H.ﬁ . J«é’\ Cj.:‘ﬁ ‘_Al &E:H fb Q:L-i k_:,i.NLé . J.\Lﬂl“‘,
. j\gﬂ'y\ L’Jﬂ J»:fi{ J\:>-‘Y\ g_..».l.é-\ é 4:§ \.&5}.4 AM.&LS L:\}:i«e oﬁcj daa.:.ﬁ-

a8 oY o ded) deall (v)

VYA



Ppad B

zal 8350 Blay o Oy L oA e 58 Lt ST )
Jom oip T Loy o50) oy Jhndn G 1l ad (o ,4 il ol
- bl ol ab

emdll fand Enlw VY o_,o-Y\ Sl gl g gkl s STl iy
c NNy el £ azs o ey s Al ailady g 4l u}n“
\rl.\»\) Gl Olaasd s laale of Lol a1 sl Ce.s Ay
0 i) gartll b gy 5ot Dl 13 ey g 1y say B Y5
o yily ] ey s ol atll dagb

¢ Cruntlly Balazll o U 4B 515 T 05l Y ga a b s
(el g Lo all 15 u‘)\:)u oda jan Jaxd &l s To &S Ol
Ty I et e Ll JlazeY!

O RS G ol s gy £ B s Dlaabetll &l OF LWl
OV 23 Sha flsda IS Jomss OF ey Bt Zndl 1 el ol
G rledV1 Ay 23RN o Jgiae a5 U s, O s Al Gt
l.v Lod g, L;.bU.l Wl gine e Calzg S sima Mol 5a 10 o g feme] Cfbn
. &.Jf.a‘:“ u,a.m 28 )‘j;‘ J; NG g_,.)\;—

DAk ) L»gj:l{l'yl Ji

el i St o031 Wl Y 6T Y —

D lamaze JB € oS 3] g il s

AR



[ rbows 04157 e O L g Jer e

D Juy vﬁ; bt s EY1 6 e i
B3 Ml eV 5 s 3] Bl ei) —

Py Ol ol 1Y Ll

i eI i b Ml sY 38 0 1 s —
Vo oS LA By 65 £Y1 & o

Vool 8z d el n gty oY —

Das il Ol

R N PR PR I PR
t bty B2 A e 4] sl

DasTh yn by &y b 2655 ) —

PURJF BPA

TR LU R O R S AP IV P+ v

G L) DS O 1 aliay Y aly Lgalkay 40 ¢ 58T el iy Saly

o C_')\;u:-d:- . f:.a\; va,w fda ! r.lxi “9) At é 5_,5.”) ! Hai‘y)‘v-}

) ABJa,AJ \..,.i)!\.?:: L‘,A A QVTBJ..‘XG;_.MU_) n\:é v\ﬁ.f A.:E CJS-“_, s.'yjk
. L:SJ-&inb; Jésgdﬂ e

c B alloda g 2 4 G e DAl e Sy 0 D ft a0l

L‘)’: — \;.S vaci le Lia e 4:5-‘L>.— L.)',.i Q,a V.kai '}[ Fal Aamumid g_,.i)L?r.l“ aik}

s yib iy Coatll s b 67 gt r ollaelll 5 — g5V

N nt " - . s
@hzwi S e B b 3 le Joms Sl Pl NS J.:b S Adada

Y-



o pn i e WLl Gl OO Sl o el
o Y gay bt AN 3 wiand g o guall A 4nb5 ¢35 Al

by (ST O lil 6 ol e NV oda OT 4% s |y ol Y
N AP i

LIS Ly Lkl e S By ] T 0436 03 o
S 0,5 Y B ¢ dab e ik Bl N (O] JUL Lo
P T R TR W IV S U R PPy
oS dall By 6 3l STy sl e e Lyl O] L
dsdaw AN 5 1 a e Y Uo e AUl O il o pzar SIS gl ¢ bl
!s\”sf&dfdﬂs{}_}kdiyu o S e

L e 8 OF — sl Gadl ey Y1 oF — oliled e ST O
Sl e o I L Sl S 043 ¢ guband] o N L dCAE o pat
Dbt Wb ol 4 i bl

Sl al d 89 0l 0 e ey il 6 A ) 2osY)

! rlxi JT )«.ju' 4-&-’\.«-\:’. U‘b“" Y}

i sl a5 el e et ey Bl e g3
B e Wl sl o W 0Tt s pd) A S 1 il
L4l gBY (ol b

. Lo—gé:ﬁ JJ'Zi ELE) dp‘;.ﬁ.i“{ 6J.\ls£>" w(,.h NLAT

B T B

sl d\i, L] A:S'J! Gacnd M,B-L

Mo Candy 6,25 U] L0 8 s b g Sk 8 gl —
¢ eisT udl L. OV Catd

ARG



! é»:?_:.i‘; N ALAT LS'))\?-T L.,a.:)j) —

Jrcndll e e d GOV o e daldl DT OIS G by g —
T (Y X I S K VR s o T el ade s

¢ opgkl e ga b (b 5 —

el I tol ST S0 s g o el -

DAbls G 85 42 4 v ontll Mn n g il 1 )

P B RS eyl nslh sle @ o 2k I3l 8% s 4] il

V4SS pren b ol Lt —

LV e e J iaall A —

Doee o &) Ggl 1) annoly l51

¢ il —

il Y Gy ¢ 23 g 5 Y1 S Ly il g G
Bl O Sl ol

DM gl ST ¢ Bl

CNs e by Elesedy é ‘}_,3 ol (_5)? —
DBy oy gAYt adf i

Dy Coel -

\YY



DB ¢ g gl ST

Pl 133 uw_);w & Ll Of L s W) i el U ('M —_
o alS” Cntll M o Jnd I bl gall &l s O ez Y L)
b gay ¢ ble oyt MWL oY1 wsT fe Jogt O el 10
S el of b L gl e 34T oAl ¢ S e
F AW D208 0o 5 W a8 Gl 37 L el a ¥l s J1 A
i AL ey DBl feall ) s SO ]y .. Jers Blem e
PO JUSTE S S PR G SEPVNESS JFF1YT SNIR
o dV S SN ¢ s sl oy U8 2l S
Pl

*
[We] Jp:‘

JL—.&}” A.Qjal& ¢ JJ««:.«,‘ .,\}-‘} e J:»-‘ o J‘jh)\ rﬁv.\“ JL@.#Y‘J
I RPN I PRCY. SR AV 45Uy ity 5 oall

RIS fmw ade 1y A3 4MJ.S' &l aall dine !

C)'_,«.oT ‘ »L:\ O Sl a4 § L3 ) Clem a Loglde pm\ NS

‘,,.ﬁ.‘ )Lu‘ f‘ }&\ *M’J*H g..\\_)_.qb ‘ ’)L.q} e »\x: .-¢ \)MJ n?'b)\ﬁ
S| PR

CW“ RYS o JA.N u..l:-_,\ STl Y s A e LSE@T g:.,\iT_) JA —
Chlly L deall 5 JW\ 58 el Clandl G § Ses J el Y
Sy B el juaddl 5 e Jee s 5 ST Caley Nl am
. &..._JL’I&Y‘ u.d'xg & g\:u o :\AL:.SJ . 5)..:\“ e o SJMS'_, . d.u)li“
\g:\kﬁ Cw»\ o QJ;’.‘{‘YJ‘ (,A\pgiﬂs Cf’ . ffb B Sj,a.:w :\:madf
L YR

\yy



S N dse W sda oy, i WIS 2gin o, (01 S
D gy >kl 6 pesll o

WG VT Y Gde oyl e G 01 el 1Yl da e
LS ia (8800 0 gt 2 30N 5 DTS 3T L L6 oy B e B
|yt SNV Lo Wlee gl Ol s i 380 5n LT s 1 2
Jo oa D it Oy 4 s e Lo pe g Obanlly 35 20 1
Lot Lot gmel Lo A0 5 5LVl B, b ol 1l Y
Al as

Byl O] ¢ gl Sl cntll U gt Y O e Jt
Dol g e o8 Y] dumiiy Yy ¢ 43 Bl

¢ o le

gkl —

alorls . Kab 1 o1 LVl lalmal (g0, N 805 ] g YT Jd
D gia day gyl

O55s v aglly adblye IS 4 o v 4t o N 25 dcaly oal —
odmiadl il Slalerdl ol Wb omms Y 815 e L B e, 4
DO a¥l e o 216 jmag JT15] doeaiall il

(i Sl gdt OF - diams Uttt (ol — p plall Egadf LI e sl 59
or U T Col (T fslont il e 5 SN JB LT olen

L3

565 OV NIS iy WL OGN e 5 0 30 el L BN 21

g = oy e il C;JJIS.\J,L (1)

e



& bl Sk G 3,2 (ol UV e i e T 5 oS
b iy SV Lde ks Bngday Y aal) o Uit By L 6l T a4y g
NN &A.-M‘JJ.L‘,-J‘A» @Jhg ;\:.&-\J“ E,&:MS\ ﬁjau. O )AEH fia 4:5
. K:’__)L-A'?)v) AWM_‘ 3

((K?:h\iﬂh) PR él (\_§=L\ Gy &A O CL.:-;,:S\ u__,..>-\.¢: ojf'a Lo Lol
U STy lmint g sl 0 5 CaBhga din SIS e B 5 0305000
b IRV S PFR R s\ﬁj o S J e

W ais Lpalny S35 87 o8l oot Salr 4k (0 Cntli s 0] —
Al &Y dilomy o hee 4 rl#i) Sl e i ) ?‘J}é\“ oo ahday
Y s Jaall 5 o Bl oY 5 45 ong O s dday (ola ¥y 5
Y gl Al B paes i ULtk o W OT G sl
AL tl.i-

gy O oo Lol Cmleo 6 L Glican tgalsty J1a1 ol 3y
oSy 8 el Gy ¢ ally Jaall G Ul gag 0T 08 Sk
o LS alaxel slaxe W) (3] s 2y 5,915 )Lkl O izel y L 3 r\;T o
A I Bl I A S Tl 5 il 5 eyl y el

Y e 3 Y el bzl £y s W5 Lkt () 5l eds OF LT,
O o ¢ cal gl L}p gl 5 ko L;S\ AUl O s PRIPRE J,E.-Jlg
C«J};M u...)jJB ¢ Q[..;}h“ \:3 QL{\)JH oA QJ.G‘B e g_.ljx“ uji}..’l“
Q3§ mazmll Ma O3 Wy L Bl dy )1 Ladl e adi e

DA goal 5 87l ye adl M

plais N e 4 3 r,;x 2 el 85y dy ol il el W

Gl saall (1)

\Yo



B ‘y:\si"‘r@;sﬁl Wty . G VI BUEY o G wiy e Sl
6 AT Loy Bl 1), 5Lkt Sl i aims Ol pe gl el
obadly gl ob i dlast oF Wty L Sl pally sl g
I Adm Lol ady sl o Loz b olas Ylatl S5 § 28t 29,8
ode Gaei 0 OISy . SR £1 g Al 8 ey Slamtd o o all ity
BLH e Sy Ll a8 e o jall il e ST G OT B
o=l B2 e Uye (adiy o1 Gl 3gm 50 3 O gy Ladle y &g 3l
gredall o 0Ty L Ryadt 5 ladt by BV S e sl
Oly S0 by Gl ) sl Las ol 8yladd 1y, of des

C Sl e S alere N1y LA aW1 S SCal 5 dual Bpallls L e

Ma e az ) lery Jandl db e onsbed) Gegdl ga 0o 4y
Sla ks | Lo 5 5lao Dl dagla) bemmus | goad 0,55 01 S8 Y ol

Loy Janl dpend b g Olaazadl y OLGYI Bl é idold > gl Lol e

R I e R N

Ol e o el il

A YR



S oy shae

sl & oA 5 bl L;J;S|s)u,~¢4ii)opﬁ§;\ggj: o~
S e Wi df e s dll e N asT Ol e 13l e skeasn
C,,S.“ ;.)JAH 8‘.;&: 42:.‘,0') &:JB-JU JL:S- o JJJ‘.\H &3 LC' ﬁL@l\ Ida ub..:—l

Byed o B3Oy lie ga | Judt B ) a8 JUET LT
e OF Geel &) sl sus FS9 Y A1 e o] L s Sl L
L llslly e s ) 0 ol J gt o T8 e 1 alels™ aL) 5L
Oy e 5T Ule ol 1 gos e o s el I BRA 6 jonall O]
. )\a.zi. )L('T L Dl 113 ¢ sl dluer doual (o33 A0
‘l\a“ e g ! msladkls” IV bYl il fdj)\ ghs c>-\..3' Ol el
¢ elowdl « u dl Nl o Jimty 2Tl tar OF 5 a1 coollanl
¢ S G N SLSH ada e Lo, Ule 5 5 ed |
oz o 14 O Liabazad Lo 57 1 2231 W] gt dH G Sles ¢ G
(.J:H w2l ol qu L}l ,elendl iS0e dasl o &L‘w Y v C‘p k)
o Gagd Lo (S3 L ailel sty am] y LSy alal ¢ LLST) ) oiis e
TN G b gl e Yl eV il )
@l O] 1 slandl (oo Gy u‘; By N I
ol C\hw‘ RN I u\.u-\“ £ (,.l>- els™ &l e of CUa,.w!
Aoy Gl does B L al (g ytuna G g A gb ¢ (,.li\ RE-2 o

\YY



ALY dnol (sl 3 a2 o3 Y UST @ a6 ) ALV S
A U \.@i.j)

AT s 3 O] sy

éL_G Yl \,}"“"*” L)\ .uw cmm Y M-\J—‘ MJ}Y\ OJML‘ d‘ )

Codle 8Osk bl Clan LT dcudl ol lad Lbe 0] uely
.\m’né rla\i)\é SA3 o M\ erS\J . r,\xS\SJLéA\e,\k:Q);,LaS

\@-.«M\ u.)\_)L.,a:L\ g_,.“d LSJ"'V\ OL\;—\ L,..C ‘)}vﬁ\k_)b"b‘) JAJ}JH
RN Ol ladl i

bty ¢ g W) abT e sk s Bl Ly Ty LT S0
¢ LSS AR Ahes ( Uyl PR I EVI 7 PR VNP R
RV :lM\; Ll Y] Ngims Y A:JUT FPNER LY

ol § sl mads 1 oty e b Al el 5 sl 0ds )
ooyt Logd SO LTy L 3l ¢ ey Sl b gt oy Lo
Sl gl OT ] e o ey Yy o L Vsl § Callil
oS G galatt (K St b anliiy o b ¢ A1 g e
L 380y

ot el L 5 LY i e 85 e by 55T 0355 0T (21 ]
Lo el Ol o dajl kb ¢ s s i ik U H)
2D Lzt OF Lgd) Jt s g (3 ki Bt 700 L ko)
U 4 4 ,:xg.U\ oy gy — als” Coudl Lale L')TJ . l>-ﬂ. Y Cd
¢ Odmay b st o ) b Beall el e e o — A 2
EAWPE TPE WU AV P Y ot G ekl Cas

Vet =V ve go B A ge sheae (1)

YA



Py, sl s Lo elhy i L b

Sy CE gy el sl W8 Ul Dad) SIS o
ble cla & Kl ¢ g 13U ¢ de 13U, § ls st L
b Bl e sl Ok Y] ot b 1 Bl B, peb gl cbla
Be_pall 0dn ppr alizl @l pa § ol (1) 42bitily LA de e L
D bl oy S5 A el pra ¢ gl 0 Bei 8 5 gall
Je ¢ &bkl m»,n GGGt A ¢ el uns I Ay il BT L
¢ Aalsdl L‘ng,«l r,w ¢ Al |5 J Ji¢ ¥l aldd b
. dalsdl L(.b_,\ L_gj

ALl goli il 3 5 st LSy ¢ el ™ o
Y ( dmodally

Doy SO e U OV 6y 6 1S 50 6 2050 4l

3,8 e A))T @il Sy L’)mi} by el el ‘.,,Jj i
LS gtV Al elaie Jos e i dalss fL»T Jrd & ¢ Ol

4M-<A al dslay e g Ly s Sl YT oF = S Ole Yl ..\:)\ Cand
‘ULCJ. ! Ou‘y‘d)_)\ul.il})y}‘

stla*) |3l Lals | gm'}b-)\’lw\,‘w :)J\ o) ¢ qu:.hp bal
s 5 oY ladla) lezw: lghstls e s LS"'YJ ¢ Lyl GIPE:) QJAV\

oo Y] L STy g bl y Ll ) o< oda (lgliey J) ]
DL G L dla J) L eladl G ol K] ¢ W

L

WA Ve e gl suall (1)
VAY (o desdi sbeal] ()

ARA)



pwibag N i 1 03 80 e paae ) ST e el ada 4

(Aalen 5 3 il Gl 50 O Dy Cobuased W e O lar I I
09SO oS lae Slip) i 2o 00 &l B 3,0 Jaly il
e Al el L daloy gudel Jall Sle S e 021 08 Z3LSY
Bals g il N ooy n ool 4 Lo Of als Mo 1 Jladly JA1 5 p4b
Skl plazaVl e il alem s ) a0 e sle 5 Cpndd LM
al 3l g ...)\ A ¢ C\s aom gy KoL)y ol y Sl _)Jo\ 2557 A} ladNt

. Ar\JS\J \_JJH

et 5 O ¢ Bkl 5 LAl £ed 5 ULl syl slal 0 T3],
o) Geadall 4] iy dall Jast Uy o QN ABAL Fe ) ) CIWH
ablne 3 OLiYl 050 Joany Lo J§ ) @Ay sl y & b I
iy Sl Bl AL pn ST 158 ity Oy 1 jpdor Ma JS7 0187 s L
S AN F" | ﬂ}u\, Bkl Ll e Taw o Y 0™
I hed g Ll e ST Lo Sy Ol 1o &l JS7 07y ¢ dslexNI
el s 53 A £ L) il dablodl e Jll (603 e ol gy puicll s
vf:)hél O e A L=9‘mJJl» L‘.sp'll\ T w}k;b O gdumy Cp L;JL‘JJ“
b o el 8 | | iy OF s Zewloadl T Be Loz N1 oy Ll
e

Ay b oS2 Jof O s M ot o it Olbs| e y
AR PX I PSR RV AR S

Jof oraby 76 & i Vo ol  Shem a0 e OB
TRV R R o O e R

pa g il @l & sS4l A ) pozert | ISy . ad] 82 pall mdaty
e G ) Sy dll (Al Blie B2l (Adl-y 0 sl L

Y



VO 3 de W iy il B e ade L b sy Byl e
o ol Al g 0 Ty iy Bl il

At g pall Gyl e ile aall Jurie g ue St e U
. o™ bl Gt e 887 s e cﬁj‘ slbliy ¢ AU e dlaJl B2
il e ¢ L S el 8 BILEL LY e L
SIS I dilog N 5 el el w ade s LSy L g
g r*{Jl*” 386 Ll ke G 0 OF o Jlo aalin d 4ay Wls anis
sola plisly ol 7 o aadl L Toazis Blay b sLhl dabo g ¢ adoy
- Slaall ol U ij':'} Uy

Sl okl u,,la dvuu,wnul Sl 5y i JhasTy u,

o JAAMAJ.,::J u 0 ) 4@ La c‘\l.tlau a\ l\ C:a_,) 4,.5 JMS‘ s\a..,.la} _H.L.o-
Sl Olom g 315 gas fudl dyluty B0 szl\ At ) olaud S J yuas

}a\.q} 4,.>-J.- 494:» C)JN (s\ Lo..él.\.d:.«:ﬁ uAJY‘ \.o.@..lp L.\J oS 4 JM”
e e 5590 gl By 3

D a6 3l 57 pgmn donin &) —

bWl ey d) ks P ¢ Dl s

I L g

: WOJ!J?“dc«dJ_’ ¢ azilal lgul 3] 5 ol as
¢ ogmallla 7L a st b Lt ooty
ol 8 olebe G Jawi ol L L) —

O Adeall CJ.E A ngT OlsTy ¢ 4::.1 Sk 4a ¢ n\quT ) el Ji
$ o L;é Cl.,d 4£JJST dJ; Cx.w Loto . L@Ja.wt.:i CJﬁ“J’: dl Ag‘_, A a-lg‘

1V



1B Yl ga L] ¢ Yep cons oy f 1 O § Ry e ULy
c oAl O Gy T IS B W3 L sl e ey L BN
- Ol J55 Ll o 043 gutan 31 3T o ey dall o bgr 53 2 o

ot W 1 L s Wl e oS4 4 13) — 35t 57 OF s Y
S ada 5 gmy Sy ¢ e Dol lablas y LN W~ o jlas
Lnois s 314y Jleally Joall AlSCa . Loyt T 5 Lkl @5 oMy gms N
okl Mt a g L 5 jLad 8 Gl V) LA e dad iy Sl
)\ L_)‘L.aj-“ RYS ot \_,\uflf 3)\«4;-\ J.S:-' 1 (.5)’;‘\ U\:\?-\ 1:.«4\:“5\) :\._&LQ.:>-Y1

JU ﬁajh.é}\.ﬁa\fY\ O Lo bt Uas k{j.\pﬁ f\ii.,\;-\ SJL,&.J—\ 3l UJES 151
Jo W ol ¥ 1 Glaaly onSall el e Gl of L b 0,5
s AN lam S g gl el (§ Cadles

Wt S Slasetll dngl B oS- a5 5 01 adan US™
BT IV WAL - VR - W1 PR R @ [ P PYN -G | PR
S gy L 1S (S G g VN ¢ amds Cal Ul b ge fe SUs
Gldomlly (6 ,Sll (6 sl s &1y 0 22l DLzl — oS- Y1 el A7l Joom
ULy Lo L T ghol WDl e g Bidaets Goaietd

tr—va ge audd a1 (1)

\YY



DSkl 8 4a

8 il Ly gl — S aime (3 — ypead A s rw\m,ﬂ»
Ol e s B Tt 3] aSay a2 034 gl AL Al ¢ Dol
ol y 6391 ST U eadll T Y

Gelys Wliel Lo iy ) ddite 3l (5 g calte b ol o
e oV AL o i 00 ot Ll 8 i 2astlall ) Y1 e ol sl
. Aloenll of La

gllgg_ — Sladlsdl Lg.b-? V.f\:— FLEE L@:’T o l.é.‘:»h} fu\i:g' o8
il 2 ey okl U e g of ab 3 Jls RES ]
— & gloedl sblovedl (S p 5 — U CalSy sball &l 15 & and ol
ikl e ¢ e OF a2 Jlory A

b s sl dls Gebadl G w2l £y J] (D ol 0dn 255
Baad) oSy . ol Wy e skl e e Ty ¢ skl Wy e S 8
gl JJully Jadly Lo sleeWi iz LN g ¢ &l 3 catSs
s Ieds Jie 3 Loadm

H:ﬁ)—\ 4l JJ.@S\ JC« ol nE oy J..Zxﬂ C)T ‘é c.._.la;| L“QTJ J‘.:.C‘ Ly
Pl ad JESTJ OJ&HGC)\S‘ (AM ij.a édwd&b&i_\ngd);

¢ ALl Jaally 3 e STl 4 gy L O gadiniey ol —
Al ALl Of L e s ool Y] L Ll U ynie 0,50 OF gt
Mg e B G e ¢ R AL e ) il U ¢ e s

\ry



L glsze ) gmg 8l ¢ Ko 0 gl 0 gl 2o OF i 2 20 )

ancdy sl g all e 5T Bl Wl g Adad o QW 1A e
b Lol 8 ity Tl 3 hadll o Janlly QA G a3

bty L Bl 0 L e G 1 e ) — e
ity Ol s ¢ Adle i 93 Olui] 8] 1 ASG ) el

Nide oSy .. dredd d Shalusly ¢ bajlaet U gol b &l 5 — i
O

L6 el s 57 ¢ okl ida 57 IS € B0 lblas YT — ddadd
€ o gh g OF Jd ol a5 1 ells 4] poay Lo i i d 4]

S el U L o ] L 5 Ol S ey )y — e
bty i g slaly T el dlL ol e Gl sl
B LT el WS ot Y Y L dak LS ekt gY vl
5 3] £ g B 5 B ISy aubol e el G 2 pdl Cos )
eyl ol ol palul e

¢ oaldl Of g e pull g 6 B of g s bl s — 1
! rA\DT g:,\.'\é U})T ‘..3\

VL aled gy o s Al O L Tl s gn s — dledd

(V-
C O e sda o gl L Gl

Voo o2 G~ (1)
YA= ¥ oo i bl (1)

VYe



8 mill Al |

Aol te 5 it Al by A eSS G S (8)
ol e DA e e Slimed 50 3 o el Cadl gk
Sl o na

Entompall 4 el e I i - Ll 2 Lo Eoall o ns
oot Ll 3 e b sly Yy Rl S e Oleast Yy els
:)‘53 L u‘*g"; iom el ;’»gb > dl(; XU'T Sl as ] Bl e “':’).)"“
A Bkt 5Ll OF e o ol Gl e ool L sty a
e aelusly odiine b 4B ¢l 08 Bl DLV o i i
gl izt ¥ S5 5l adyy QLY palas] ) suad b £l
oS 0 oS o Bl plasecad ST Slaasetll daks o Sl
I Sy gane ndll a1y, sl ey L d5adl LA (dte
R Zal oy 50 o Sl £y 6 pesll las] J?UT ey Ja:“ﬁhh
3T Ty 0 el s e, Sy Jlesd A8 S g O 09

t::.:xn ze O ity Of o s Zedia e G 5 sl

Ol ol 7 ¢ 2ol y Bl 15 538 515 o 0T 5 oY1 o i

Sl of Gt aall § lnarr Ol 48 e (gl plall Ll alay
ol AN shall e el

. 4;4—\.‘:# &:é \‘\”g;‘ d:éj; J}.&)

\Yo



31;31.5..51 :)'U: Ls

5_/.5.{ Maa g”; oola

.
;“52": w8 u..:...l:--

el 2k

Cﬂ) . Ny .))‘\‘ Q‘ Q,J.H Lg.a:\s FL) L LS \9.5;.4 ‘\:'}‘\g“ {14 Ja‘h

. UJ§\{ s 4-\).5.)),1 US\) La) 0955 b 1::;@“} J\.&‘pi‘\ o \JL:>-&\ ‘_)\.9 IR

hd

) vé.&) Y AJ'TJ Gl o W75 Lhs OlSTy — a5 Jrprews ijw'-T e AB s
f' £y .8 o)) djs 5 4 dla Jy 7 ol A)\_) Jj,u\\ 7E 0 cu\) . \S’"
CE.E.:M{ \A'>*\§H fia »_J AP UL I T 8 52 \?‘ 035, Gllail s
NENES e.\p e pemail gl dall la L sl Al s S 05 andly 253
I s adlaia Gaead A1 ot Gl s adl A L Coadd il e
b 5 B jud.\“ C.wab “ \_,Ja L\} \3,\3.\ ‘A YJ\ DJ,:sr..\S\ A.\L.a-u_; \_.AK} J:A—X

C.QJJ’&M“J ‘ %J}.-.p C.f.} AMJM_} . ‘\.J..\S’ ;uz)b 5-'- k..abu“) [4 M_)S é\x.d)
) -(\)“:h‘”

AES T s Gty 43 gead e Cgdtdd 3l 25 allall Al OIS 13
ety J gaeatll U eVl o aAS P u\)S\ e _,DA
Dy lelin] Uy il ghinly ¢ B U5
e Uy (ol e ontlly cdll Lle @ e 6 S5 JST OB L Buptr
. (u\ﬁl\

e 5 ool BBl e edmry oy ,E 0 el » OIS 13)
L3 pon b« g By Ey e wl Wl (s A G e

P q — A g= 5 el dl.b " (\)4‘1

YT



A1 B T G el e ke ) (gl S
ool

Oltabl iy oy 31,1 o) g el Sl el 07
Gy sl Ut 85 6 0 ¢ st el ST Y e
s s LaSUl g Sy jall Lonbibl bty ill 0 €8 0 20 6 1Y
iy Slela I L,

Ul Jl5 6 g o omall Uy galll ol 3] LS 150
A5 01 36y Jb e s adll ez oF 3 Zadl il G5 Loy
il Qb i o 4T ¢ okt Dl o Do g M puall 2l Y
andh MBIy 5 dl Sl Ja6 GH Gl W=y e ol ¢ ALy 3L
O Lt LS N[ S| RSN NP PN R )

nally |l Vil Dl 6 ladll e b 4~ atl) Ly
Ll e ofy L s Jyay ailade iy 010 5 e Ll J i — 0,
lade Ll be < o pend Blusy ‘;.A G35 Alw s V] ) Ul et (5
e Jyle g@wn Ll O ells | plghd Bl Slilly & youta
Kos ¢ Jar sl naii gl e e lg) gl gl JLd) L
Lyl Qo G ¥ 6l gl el L S Bl e L]
M gl o 3 LY 5, S o el L g ol

um:l-" o Codd UAH SR IPRY Jf:f i SJQM’;“C{U: by Ao mans
il e Tl LiL] € BUT ) n Wy v 3 gl gall Slaaind Lgd
28 W ga g Balall i guo 3 Sy 0 Lilatay o8l 5 gl |l lo

VW= Vo g dmdi shall (1)

%
Y1— Yo e giladl saall (¥)

»

VYV



oty WA L Lol Saall el o S 2801, By ad s ik
Dl DoV il el il g 8 Ll B

“{..._:\.A )‘X’\ vﬁ.-{ Jvup‘}é \_\?.--9; ‘\)’Jﬂ . &:}IMM Ou-.\)’b 23. JBL'M "\%-j; y W
S 5 V1 VIV I P B I | (PR ORI
$ g ey (ASas Ll e S BT g el
JS L b &bl ey N L i e s b ST SE N S e
- .\é.’m ﬁiéi‘}" v\x)"U_ CJ;'_", 4,~:)")Sj 4361 o..\:.‘\ 3\.4‘9-‘)#23 R::»-J.\Ml‘é k_,p}ufb
s S Aeny Dhal g Gaeelly Ak 2 GV Sl Lls e 13K,
aslel lgnidl Ao Bhdie s () gl (:JU-H b oagls gl L adle
el l el as

by T 2l Coudd s v 5 gy sl g Sl y Bl e
: ;.AJlA—.‘) J.Zal‘ n e f\::-ﬂl‘

¢ bl dlhuw Castl o — GRsl

A e U ilsedld3 e dole — daald
Sl il — Gasll
. um::\“ f,mT(l —  dasldd

-

o Q) el Gy~ il
Chmill G e s gl ke el
€8 il Gt o B ghy oy — sl

G ade (o35 Loke — Lesld
Celidw ade (ool sy - Gad
Bkl 3 Al by lte Ll

AYA



ikl Gl by s — Giall

Celd G & i beie — Zasldd

Cols b g8 ey — sl

b 3 dagall iy s os e @;T lake  —  desld)

) yedy ol ddsladly TJ.J M i 3 JUl sl &l a8
Bkl 42 il e su) g all LY ol ey s alsy o 6_.<;.| Gy
el 50 a0 ST Ty el LBy Jaladl e i 5 3l
S b Ty i A L b e S o S5 ST Ao L
A5 0 Zbenl) Alsa ¥ IVt e Jglst — Jaall 6 g e shmiel | ey JUL
o o B g slimtl oyl (nsSG OF 5ad J57 8 Wby OT 5w I
«..:»lwﬁ Y dakall aleal Sy L aeey Jo Q.U” OF faizes ‘-ﬁ-;i
k‘»tg‘;.)_} stt,:” LG.LLF— J:{ LC ulﬁmail 4.‘:;‘ LC’l_, ¢ L@..L"\A K:.Z.Lz;» 3))?‘
-zl Lol LIBMe 5 disull

Gloe e 0B LIS ) el ol Gall Lis il 8 0l 13,
ey . bl Candl =5 a8 bl — 1T, 5 — Ledad V587 5 5
654-\ G55 gl G Bkl L5l &y ol 65 Gl ada b U L]
¥ e A Gl S Bl okt ol ol Ll

Y4



Advocacy
Approach
Aware
Concept
Confront
Conjuring

Corresponding

Contemporary
Deduction
Dominate
Emphasis
Epilogue
Evidence
Folk-tales
Fundamental
Handle
Impact
Inclined
Induction
Intellect
Intermediate
Justification
Majority
Obsession

Sl gl g cta Al Clas

L‘L g_jF‘D — 2 :{JL"A
JI iy~ dsln
C‘J —_ ‘_\_)-Ll

¢ e

ol y

33Ja..5 .

_):]aS . qL‘L -~ J}U
ol

E}:}:a\ — JY.L':.A

& oSy~ Jo Sl
WS

(Sl gy Sl 3 ) Sl A
Wl ol

Loand WL
ot

C”"‘l = J sl

de s A

3 dl

pl‘)i:wl

Jie — S5

dew sy

A

e

ks Eﬁ

VE -



Output P31
[

Playwright apaily
Poise Jlzel — Ol 5ot
Prompting e
Rationalist (Gstis ) Jall (82 o 3
Recess dat aiaia | Al
Region alata
Revelation ety
Reverse the process u; Sl Sas
Stab oalas
Supernatural -
Suspend "L;.i.i
Swung (P. Swing) bor db o ghes
Theme Ean 5SS
* Kk %

VED












THE CHANGING ROLE OF THE FEMALE

By Dr, Fatma Moussa

The changing face of socity has been minutely recorded in the
course of the Arabic novel. One of its most interesting aspects is the
change in the social and domestic position of women. The role played
by female characters in the novel reflects the current attitude towards
women at the time. The fact that this role remained unchanged for many
decades, is a sign of the force of social customs involving the relation
between the sexes. This particular area of social relations is one of the
last strongholds of conservative opinion. Female characters were naturally
depicted in their usual roles of mothers, sisters, etc,, but it is the cha-
racter of the sweet-heart or love-object that is the most significant.

The heroine in the early novels ranges from the type of the passive
victim of social customs and parental tyranny, like Zeinab"” who dies of
frustrated love, to the idealized female, courted or rather worshipped by

the sensitive artist or thinker in the novels of Tawfik al-Hakim. He was
probably responsible for the cult of the heroine as 'idel’, prevalent in
many of the early novels. Saneyya?, the heroine of Awdat al-Roh well
represents his ideal of the new woman half a century back. She is a great
advance on her mother for she can read and write; she reads novels and
plays the piano and 'waits for a proper husband. Behind the backs of her

parents, she takes a hand in encouraging a particular suitor, with whom
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shie conducts a clandestine but safe relationship across windows and-bal-
conies. Her role is mainly that of "inspirator’. She inspires her suitor with
the strength to work in trade rather than seek a safe but obscure govern-
ment job. Tawfik al-Hakim’s beautiful, intelligent and rather enigmatic
women have touches of Scheherazade and of Isis. Each of them is a kind
of Goddess but we hardly see them as wives or as fulfilled lovers. They
seem inaccessible as far as the narrator is concerned and so we are never
allowed 1o see them off their pedestal.

The work of Naguib Mahfouz gives a much more realistic picture
of Egyptian female characters. The novels of his middle period would
provide any sociologist with valuable information on the place of women
in Egyptian society. The mother is probably the most important female
character in his novels. She is often presented as a tower of strength,
physically gentle or fragile, ignorant and uneducated, but showing unsus-
pected resources of lirmness and strength of character? The younger

women present different aspects: they live sheltered within the family
circle, protecied by male depotism from any contact with the world out-
side the home. They may inspire love in the heart of a relative or a
neighbour and fancy themselves in love, but it is the father who finally
arranges the match and decides whom they may marry. When the pro-
teclive shadow of the father disappears through death or because the
gitl has 1o go out to work for any reason, the female is at once in danger

of falling.

Another side of the picture is the world of cheap artistes and prosti-
tutes, who provide the men with entertainment and companionship away
from the domestic circle in a severely segregated society. The ranks of
this class are regularly replenished by women, who lose their male sup-
porters or by flighty girls, easily seduced by wicked or simply irrespon-

sible lovers, or just by their love of finery or greed for money.
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in thé last part of the Trilogy, first published in 1958, Mahfouz
presents for the first time an idealized image of the new woman, Sawsan,
a girl of working-class origin who works in the office of a progressive
newspaper. She is handsome, modest and independent. Her marriage is
based on a full understanding between equal partners. We get further
glimpses of the new woman in his later novels, serious girls, who reso-
lutely take a hand in shaping their own destiny. Their characters are still
rather sketchy, however, they are nol to be compared to the vivid
portraits of the old types we find in his earlier works.

The truth is, the new woman was an established fact, long before
she could win the sympathy of Egyptian novelists. Apart from militant
partisans like Qasim Amin, who very early in the century advocated the
emancipation of women, men of letters were generally hostile to the
feminist claim for equality.

The forties and fifties witnessed an unprecedented growth of female
education. An cqually increasing number of middle-class women gra-
duates seeking careers in medicine, teaching, administration, engineering
and journalism were bound to upset the old pattern of relations between
the sexes. The rising cost of living has progressively run to the advantage
of the working woman in the marriage market. The old split between
matriage and a girl’s career has disappeared, and even reactionary fathers
had to agree to their daughters seeking education and later a career, as
the best means of insuring their future. This, together with the new tide
of progressive thought, introduced here during the Second World War.
has made a visible change in the attitude of many writers towards the

working woman.

The female in her new role as breadwinner was depicted in the
work of some authors like Abdul-Rahman al-Sharqawi and Yussef Idris.
The latter was particularly fascinated by this subject. His novel al-Haram,
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The Sin (1958) was one of a number of analytical novels depicting ~
women in, their new role. For peasant women and for the poor urban
classes, it was far from new. Only the sympathetic light shed on it was
new.
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THE FISHERMAN AND THE JINNI

From “The Thousand nights and one night”

IT IS RELATED, O auspicious King, that there was once a fisher-
man, very old and poor, who was married and had three children.

He used to cast his net four times a day, never more often. Now
once, when he had gone to the shore at noon, he set down his basket
and, casting his net, waited for it to sink to the bottom. When it had
done so he twitched the cords and found it so heavy that he could not
pull it in. So, bringing the ends to the shore, he made them fast to a wood-
en stake. Then he undressed and, diving into the sea, laboured till he had
hauled the net ashore. Dressing himself again in high good humour he
examined the net and found that it contained a dead ass. Disgusted at this
sight, he exclaimed : “Be it as Alidh wills!” and added: “Yet it is strange
gift that Alldh has seen good to send me.” Then he recited this verse:

Blind diver in the dark

Of night and loss,

Luck delights not in energy;
Cease, and be still.

After he had freed the net and squeezed the water out of it, he
waded into the sea and cast it again, invoking the name of All3h. When
the net had sunk to the bottom, he again tried to pull it ashore but this
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time it was even heavier and harder to shift. Thinking that he had
caught some great fish, he fastened the ends to the stake and, undressing
again, dived in and carried the net to the shore. This time he found a great
earthen jar full of mud and sand. In his disappointment at this sight, he
proclaimed these verses :

I had wished that fortune would die or fly away.
Who lets a man be virtuous and then keeps back his pay.
I left my house to look for luck
(A search I now abandon);
She dropped the wise man in the muck
For all the fools to stand on,
And, having fixed this state of things,
She either died or sprouted wings.

Then he threw away the jar and cleaned his net, asking pardon from
Allah the while for his lack of submission to the divine will, And finally,
coming down to the sea, he cast for the third time and waited for the
net to sink. When he hauled in this time, the net was full of broken pots
and pieces of glass. Seeing this, he recited the stanza of a certain poet:

Be not astonished that the golden wind
Blows the world forward, leaving you behind;

There are no dindrs in a rose-wood pen
For any but a merchant’s hand to find

Then lifting his face to the sky, he cried: “Alldh, Alldh! Thou
knowest that I cast my net but four times in the day, and see! 1 have
already cast it thrice.” After this, he once more cast his net into the sea,
again invoking the name of Alldh, and waited for it to sink, This time, in
spite of all his efforts, he could not move the net an inch, so hard was

it held against the tocks below the water, Again he undressed, crying:
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“Be it as Alldh wills!” and, diving for the fourth time, began to work the
net until he had freed it and brought it to shore. This time he found in
it a great jar of yellow copper, heavy and unhurt, its mouth, stopped
with lead and sealed with the seal of the Lord Sulaiman, son of Daid.
Seeing this, the fisherman was delighted and said: “Here is something that
I can sell at the market of the coppersmiths. It must be worth at least ten
dindrs of gold.” Then, after trying to shake the jar and finding it #00
heavy, he continued: “First I had better open the jar and hide whatever
it contains in my basket; then I shall be able to sell the thing itself to the
coppersmiths,” So he took his knife and began to work the lead until
he thad removed it. Then he turned the jar over and shook it, but nothing
came out except a cloud of smoke which rose to the blue sky and also
spread along the earth, Finally the smoke, to the utter amazement of the
fisherman, came clear of the vase and, shaking and thickening, turned to
an Ifrit whose top reached to the clouds while his feet were on the
ground. The head of this Ifrit was like a dome, his hands like pitchforks,
his legs like the masts of a ship, and his mouth like a cave in which the
teeth 'had the appearance of great stones. His nostrils were like jugs, his
eyes like torches, and his hair was dusty and matted. At the appearance of
this being the fisherman was so frightened that his muscles quivered, his
teeth chattered together, and he stood with burning mouth and eyes that
could mot see the light,

When the Jinni, in his turn, saw the fisherman, he cried: “There is
no other -God but Allgh, and Sulaim@n is Alldh’s prophet!” Then, speak-
ing directly to -the fisherman, he said: “O great Sulaimén, O thou
prophet of AMah, slay me not. Never again will I be disobedient or
mutiny against thy just decrees.” Then said the fisherman: “Darest thou,
O blasphemous giant, to call Sulaim@n the prophet of Alldh? Sulaimén
has been dead for eighteen hundred years and we have come to the end
of the world’s time. What tale is this ? How did you come to be in the

.,jar:?” At these words the )inni altered his tone and said : “There is no
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other God but Allah. I bring good news, O fisherman!” “What news
is that?” asked the poor man. And the Jinni answered: “News of your
death. instant and most horrible.” “Let Allih be far from rewarding
you for such news, Prince of the Aférit! Why do you wish my death
and how have I deserved it? I delivered you out of your jar, breaking
your long imprisonment in the sea.” But the Ifrit only answered: “Con-
sider and choose the manner of death you would prefer and the way that
I shall kill you.” “But what is my fault? What is my fault?” repeated
the wretched fisherman. “Listen to my story and you shall know,” said
the Ifrit. “Speak then, and make your tale a short one,” said the fisher-
man, “for my soul is ready to run out of my feet for evry fear.” So the
Ifrit began :

Know that I am Sakhr al-Jinni, one of the rebel Afarit who mutinied
against Sulaimin, son of DAalid. There was a time when Sulaimin sent
his wazir As@f ibn Barakhyd against me, who overpowered me in spite
of all my strength and led me into the presence of Sulaimin. You may
believe that at that moment I humbled myself very very low. Sulaimén,
seeing me, prayed to Allah and conjured me both to take that faith and
to promise him obedience. When I refused, he had this jar brought before
him and imprisoned me within it. Then he sealed it with lead and impres-
sed on it the Most High Name. Lastly, certain faithful Jinn took me
upon their shoulders at his order and cast me into the middle of the sea.
I stayed in the water for a hundred years and kept on saying: “I shall
give eternal riches to him who sets me free!” But the hundred years
passed and no one set me free. So, when I was entering on the second
hundred years, I swore: “To him who sets me free will I both show
and give all the treasures upon earth!” Bui no one freed me, and four
hundred years passed away, and I said : “To him who frees me I will
give the three wishes of his heart!” But still no one set me free. So I
flew into a heat of passion in my jar and swore: “Now I will kill the

man who {rees me, my only gift being the choice of the death!” And it
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is you, O fisherman, who have set me free; therefore I let you choose

the death you die.

Hearing the Ifiit speak in this way, the fisherman could not help
exclaiming : “O Alldh, the bad luck of it ! It would have been left for
me to do this freeing! Spare me, O Jinni, and Allah will spare you; kill
me, and be very sure that He will raise up one to slay you also.” Then
said the Ifrit: “I shall kill you because you freed me. There is no help
for it.” On this the fisherman exclaimed: “Prince of the Afirit indeed!
Is this how you repay good with evil ? The proverb does not e which

says:

If you would know the tasie of bitterness
Seek sorrow out and comfart her distress,
You need not feed a jackal cub to see

Just how ungrateful gratitude can be.”

But the Ifrit said: “You have used words enough. Prepare to meet your
end.” Then the fishcrman reasoned with himself in this way: “Though
I'am a man and he is a Jinni, yet Alldh has given me my share of brains.
I think I see a trick, a stroke of subtlety, which may undo him yet.” Then
aloud to the Ifrit he said: “You are determined that I shall die?” And
when the other said: “No doubt of that!” the fisherman solemnly addres-
sed him thus: “I conjure you by the Most High Name graved on the seal
of Sulaimin to answer me one question truthfully!” And when the Ifrit,
dashed by hearing the Most High Name, promised that he would answer
truthfully, the fisherman asked: “How could this jar which, as it is,
scarcely could hold a foot or hand of yours, have ever held the whole of
you?” “Can it be that you doubt this thing?” asked the Ifrit. And the
other answered: “Never would I believe it unless I saw you with my

own eyes entering the jar!”
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But at this point Shahraziid saw the coming of morning and feIP
silent.

AND WHEN
THE FOURTH NIGHT HAD COME

SHE said:

IT IS RELATED, O auspicious King, that, when the fisherman told
the Ifrit that he would not believe the thing unless he saw it with his
own eyes, the Ifrit began to shake and waver to and fro until he became
a smoke again. This smoke, after first sweeping to the sky, began to
_condense and creep little by little into the jar until it had all disappeared.
Immediately the fisherman snatched up the leaden cap, sealed with the
seal of Sulaimén, and stopped the neck of the jar with it. Then he
called to the Ifrit, saying: “You there! Consider and choose the manner
of death you would prefer, otherwise I am going to throw you into the
sea and build a house for myself upon the shore of it. I will prevent
anyone {rom fishing by saying: ‘An Iftit is in the water there. If anyone
pulls him out he will give them a choice of deaths as a reward!””
When the Ifrit heard the jeers of the fisherman, he iried to get out, but
could not; and he felt that he was fastened down again with the seal
of Sulaimén above him, that seal no Jinnl might prevail against. Feeling
also that the fisherman was carrying him down to the sea, he called out:
“No, no, no, I say!” To which the fisherman only answered: “Yes, yes,
yes!” So the Jinni began to smooth his works and asked humbly what was
to be done with him. “I am going to throw you into the sea!” said
the fisherman. “Eighteen hundred years you have lain there and I shall
see 10 it that you He there until the Judgment Day. Did I not beg you
to spare me that Alldh might spare you, not to slay me that Alldh might
slay you not! But you spurned my prayer and used me wickedly, Therefore

Alléh has delivered you into my hands and I have bested you.” Then

Vit



wailed the Ifrit: “Open the jar and I will heap benefits upon you!”
“You lie, O thing of treachery!” answered the fisherman. “It is between
you and me as it passed between the wazir of King Yiindn and Rayyin
the doctor.”

“What passed between the wazir of King Y0nén and Rayyén the
doctor?” asked the Iffit, “And what tale is this?”
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The Peasant,
the King und the Sheikh

Retold by Amina Shah

ONCE UPON A TIME a certain Persian came to the city of Cairo to
put his wits against all the wise men of the royal court, for he said that
he was a learned vizier in his own land.

So the King of Egypt sent for him and, because of his reputation,
raised him to a high position at court.

Then the great men of Al Azhar, came and said to the King :

“O Great Shadow of Allah upon Earth, Gateway to Wisdom and
Jewel of the World, let this foreigner ask us a question which we cannot
answer and we shall acknowledge him to be our superior.

“If he cannot, then we must request that he be sent back to his own
country.”

The King agreed, and ordered his nobles to join him in the Hall of
Audience,

There was soon a huge assembly in the great hall, and all the
celeverest men in the land were there. The, Persian sage rose from his
seat.at the King’s command and made a gesture towards them, without

VA«



saying anything at all. The clever ones of Cairo were all confused and
said, “O Sire, we cannot guess what this learned Persian means. Grant
us a delay of six days that we may talk among ourselves and try to

undetstand this thing.”

The King allowed them six days in which to unravel the problem
and they all went their separate ways.

In the coffee-houses and studies of the learned sheikhs the question
was asked again and again: “What could the Persian sage mean? How
could he be answered and sent back to his own country?” But though
the beards wagged night and day there seemed to be no answer. Then
one sheikh said, “Let us find a village lad who does not know anything
about learning and ask him what this might mean. Perhaps in his
ignorance he might stumble upon the answer, as we have seen that

children sometimes do.”

So one old Sheikh went out into the bazaars of Cairo, and lo, just
outside the gates of Al Azhar, he came upon a peasant straight from the
fields who was selling some carrots and an egg. He caught him by the
shoulder and said, “O my son, come with me, I wish to talk to you.”

The poor peasant was very frightened, and his face went grey.
He hid the egg and the bunch of carrots in his shirt, as he thought that
the long-bearded old Sheikh was going to ask him to give them up, for
he had no idea what to expect in the great city.

The Sheikh saw that the lad was [rightened, so he tried to soothe
him and asked, “What is your name, my good fellow?” To which the
lad answered, “Abdulla, O great Sheikh,” and fell silent, wondering
if it were possible for him to make a break for it and run, for he felt
awkward standing there talking to a long-beard of such wisdom and
knowledge as this Sheikh. .
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“Now, Abdulla,” said the Sheikh, “I want you to come with me
to a Persian gentleman who talks only by signs, and I want you to
reply to him in the same way. For this Persian has challenged us here
in Cairo to a contest, yet he will not speak, only make signs. Now, if
you will do this and carry it out successfully, you shall be richer by
several piastres.”

“Oh, sir, may you live for ever!” cried Abdulla. “I shall be most
happy to oblige, for 1 am several piastres in debt and cannot sell my
carrots today, or this egg, no maiter how much 1 try.”

“Capital fellow!” said the Sheikh. “Come with me and I shall let
you meet all the other sheikhs and sages with whom the Persian has
already disputed in sign language without success.”

When the other sheikhs saw the village peasant they almost collapsed
with laughter, for he was a comical sight with his long, coarse face,
patched shirt, bare feet and horny hands. However, they put a long cloak
upon his back, a turban on his head, and fine leather slippers upon his
feet. His bunch of carrots and the egg he would not allow to be taken
from him, and he kept them hidden inside his shirt, close to his chest.
Thus arrayed, Abdulla was led out to do battle with the Persian in the
great Hall of Audience, with viziers and amirs in a large circle around
the King,

The King sat on his marble throne, and said, “In the name of Aliah
the Merciful, let the discussion start.”

The black slaves beat upon gongs, and the proceedings began.

The Persian rose from his cushion, bowed, and sat down again. And
the peasant sat down, too, on a low divan, with no more concern than

if he were in a cattle-pen.
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Then the Persian arose ‘ftom his cushion and pointed with one
finger at the peasant, and Abdulla answered by pointing two fingers, The

courtiers watched with bated breath.

The Persian put his hand up and kept it there for a few seconds.
Whereupon the peasant placed his hand on the floor, deliberately.

The Persian took out a box, opened it, and pulled a hen out. He
threw it to the peasant. Abdulla put his hand inside his shirt and took

out his egg, which he threw to the Persian,

At this the Persian shook his head and said to all the wise ones
present, “Lo, this sheikh of yours has answered my question, and I am

now one of his pupils.”

Then the King was well pleased, and rewarded the simple Abdulla
with a bagful of piastres, which would be enough to keep him in comfort
for many moons. The courtiers went home as mystified as when they had
arrived at the Hall of Audience in the first place.

Before he returned to his village. the Sheikh who had brought
Abdulla into the Hall of Audience said, “You did well and valiantly,
my dear young man, but do tell me, what did all those gestures mean

which you and the Persian made during the argument ?”

“Well, sir,” said Abdulla, “this was how T understood it. T thought
when the gentleman pointed his finger at me it meant that he was saying,
'If you don’t keep your eye open, I shall poke my finger into it—so.’ And
then T replied by two fingers—which 1 meant to represent, ‘1 shall
poke out your two eyes if you start anything.” Then when he lifted his
hand up and kept it there for a few seconds, 1 thought that he was say-
ing, "I you overcome me [ shall hang you from the roof.’ When he made
this gesture I became angry and replied by putting my hand on the floor,
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which I meant to mean, ‘M you-treat me like this I shall dash you to the
ground and bash your brains out’ Then when he saw me getting the
better of him he took that box containing the hen out of his pocket, and
threw it to me in order to say that he was in the habit of eating the finest
flesh of chickens. Whereupon I threw him the egg I had been carrying
about with me in order to show him that I too was in the habit of eating
good things, that is, boiled eggs and suchlike. As you know, he was then
convinced of my logic and said he would become one of my pupils.”

Now, the Persian was going home to Ispahan by the next caravan,
so the Sheikh went to see him off and said, “O Knowledgeable Persian,
do tell me how it was that our young friend was able to dispute with you
when he knew not a word of your language. Tell me, what meaning did

you take from his gestures?”

“Only the correct meanings, of course,” answered the Persian. “Your
voung man was clever indeed. In all the countries to which I have gone
in order to dispute I have never yet, until today, found one who could

correctly answer my questions.”

“Please tell me, in order that T may benefit,” pleaded the other, and

the Persian told him :

“Know, O Sheikh, that when T raised my finger towards him the
first time it was as of to say, ‘There is no God but Allah the One !’
Whereupon by raising his two fingers he gave me to understand that
Allah was God but Mohammed was His Prophet. When I raised my hand

aloft to the roof for a few seconds it was as if to say, 'Allah supports
the heavens without pillars.” And he put his hand on the floor as much
as to reply that Allah was God of the Earth as well as the sky. Then I
threw the hen towards him to tell him that Allah causes the living to be

produced from the dead. He replied by showing me the egg, which means
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that He also produces the dead from the living. Thus it was that I
received the answers to my questions, which T have asked in every capi-
tal in Asia, and never got the correct replies until now, which has
pleased me very much. What a great braiq your freind must have indeed;
Allah’s Blessings be upon him !”

So the Sheikh of Al Azhar went his way wondering at the strang-
eness of life, and how curious it was that two people, so different in mind
as the Persian and the peasant, should be able to converse in gesture
entirely to each other’s satisfaction without meaning the same thing at all.
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MANFALUTI AND THE NEW STYLE

by H.A. GIBB

The inquiet, struggling, groping spirit of the age found characteristic
literary expression in the work of Sayyid Mustafa Lutfi al-Manfaluti
(1876-1924), Of half-Turkish, half-Arab stock, Manfaluti received the
usual theological training in the college of al-Azhar. After distinguishing
himself as a poet he began his career as a prose writer under Shaikh Ali
Yusuf's wing in the Muayyad. From the very first he was distinguished
by a width of interests foreign to the conservative theologian. His writ-
ings show how deeply he had been influenced by the work on the one
hand of the Syrian school, and even of Farah Antun (for he knew no
European languages), and by the religious reform movement, and the
rise of Egyptian nationalism on the other. He seemed to epitomize all the
contradictory tendencies of his time, and his essays, republished as an-
Nazarat (1910} and supplemented in subsequent editions, have survived
the furious attacks of both conservatives and niodernists, and remain
down to the present the most widely read work in modern Arabic
literature.

It is not difficult to explain the auraction of the Nuzarat for Arab
readers. Nothing like these racy and sparkling essays had ever appeared
beforae in Arabic literature. The style, the subiect, the manner of presen-
tation, all possessed an immediate appeal to an Arab audience. For this
Manfaluli was indebted to no superior power of psvehological insight,
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nor even to o carclfully chosen literary art; he Tooked within himself,.
and put down on paper, with native Egyptian wil, in the style and
lunpuage of a trained scholar, heedless of inconsistencics and with perfect

sincerity, his own mind.

As a yeligious reformer, he attacked conscrvatism and its sanctuary,
and condemned saint worship, the darwish orders, ete., vet went out of
his way to insult his master Muhammad Abduh, and having blamed
him for introducing modern interpretations of the Koran, went on in
the very next paragraph to make drastic interpretations himself. Together
with a fervent Islamic patriotism, which Ted him at one time to condemn
il Western studies and at another 1o protest against Armenian massacres
he betrayed on almost every page of his work the influence of Western
currents of thought. No more striking proof of the permeation of the
Arabic world by such European currents could be given than this fact,
that a man entirely cut off as he was from direct contact with the West
thould yet have been so completely under the influence of Rousseau and
Victor Hugo. Equally cloquent of Western influences is his attraction
towards Abul-Al-Ala, whose verses he quoted, and whose Risalat al-Ghuj-
rar he not only summarized in one essay, but imitated ni another. At the
same time his Islamic patriotism had to admit a growing rival in Egyptian
national pride, which claimed to be the heir of Thebes no less than of
Baghdad, but with characteristic candor he acknowledged the decp debt
of gratitude which Egypt owes to the Syrians,

His social outlook was dominated by the idealistic and doctrinaire
naturalism of the eighteenth century and the French Romanticists, mediat-

[X1s

cd through Farah Antun. “The City of Happiness” represents an early
attempt to systematize his vague socialism, but for the most part their
ideas hover sentimentally above his pages, as when he contrasts the
“freedom” of the animal creation with the unnatural servitude of man.!
But his sympathies were called out above all by the weak and the defence-

less, and ity essay after essay he preached the duty of charity (iksan),
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especially lowards wronged and persccuted women, Yet he' ‘attacked
Qasim Amin as the corrupter of Egyptian womanhood, and assértftd the
intellectual inferiority «f women to men, The natural tendency in him to
melancholy end sentimentality led him to take the most pessimistic view
of humanity, Life was indeed to him a vale of tears, from which he
sought an escape in imagination. *“I love beauty in imagination more than
in reality,” he writes, “The description of a garden gives me more pleasure
than to view il. I like 10 read about fine cities... and care not at all to sce
them, as though I wished to preserve unspoilt this imaginative delight.
and were afraid that the reality would rob me of it.” But too olten his
sense of social injustice issucd in an ungualificd cynicism, which was
the gravest fault in his character as » writer. Nothing escaped his lash:
even the reformers fared no better than the wealthy and power{ul, and
in his impaticnce he denied human lovalty altogether. But it was against
politicians that his bitterest scorn was directed. “Can a man be a politic-
ian without being a liar and a knave 7?7 he exclaims. in seeking to justify
his abstention from political debalc.

It was less the content of his essavs, however, than the style in
which they were written that won for Manfuluti his singular pre-
eminence. OF this it is perhaps difficult for a Furopean to judge quite
fairly. Manfaluti had a clear perception of the need for a change in
Arabic literary methods and repeatedlv expressed his conviction that the
secret of style lay in the truthful representation 1o the reader of the ideas
which occupied the writer’s mind. With this he held strongly to the
necessity of studying the great models of Arabic eloquence, asseiting thut
the poverty of so much contemporary writing was due to ignorance und
lack of confidence. For himself he disclaimed any sort of imitation; he

' expressed his ideas with complete freedom in the language which pleascd
his own ear.

This resulted, as might be expected, is a characteristic mixture- of
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medieval and modern. Modern is the general smoothness of his-wrting,
especially in narrative passages, and the framework of the essays. He
delights to begin with a homely illustration or.a simple parable, which
serves as the text of his discourse, and is often expanded into a complete
story. Modern, too, are his imaginative metaphors and similes, though
Furopean readers may often fail to realize how novel they are in Arabic,
The influence of the Syro-Americans is obvious in the passages of “prose
poetry” to be found in his earlier work, but in spite of the popularity of
these passages. the ptose poem seems to have followed regular poetry
into the limbo of neglect.

With all this, he could not completely throw off inherited man-
nerisms. Though he criticized rhymed prose, he fell into it automatically
whenever the emotional tone of his writing rose. The effect is often not
unpleasing, and to those who regard rhymed prose as a natural and
legitimate ornament of Arabic style, it gives, when properly used, a
cadence and a finish that is sadly lacking in most of his contemporaries.
But the use of rhvmed piose is open to criticism when it is employed
simply for its own sake, and becomes mere highfalutin—a fault from
which Manufuluti was by no means free. A still more insidious fault,
which he shared with almost all Arabic writers, was the habit of balanc-
ing words and phrases by rhyming or unrhymed synonvins, which add
nothing to the sense, and hinder the development of the narrative or

thought. Occasionally, but not often. his excess of detail resulted in

clumsy sentences

The Tater essays differ fo some extent from the carlier. both in style
and matter. but in an unfavourable sense. The writing i more mechanical
and less humarous, the decoration more artificial: there is moroe effort
at symmety and balance, His imagination has no longer the same wide
play, and the didactic purpose is more stressed, Along with this went a

celtain stereotyping of his ideas.



Nevertheless, taken as a whole, Manfaluti’s work marks an immense
advance on that of all his predecessors. It was the first really s_{lccessful
-attempt to adapt the classical tradition to the new demands of popular

literature, however much room it left for improvement. There is certainly
little in modern Arabic writing that affords so much pleasure as the
Nazarat, and its brilliant qualities frequently disguise the inadequacy and
lack of originality of the ideas which it clothes. Only when it is read in
bulk does the repetition of ideas, of phrases, even of metaphors, and
still more critical tone which pervades it from cover to cover, pall at
length on the reader, and leave him with the feeling that with the Nazarat
Manfaluti had worked himself out.

As the peculiar virtues of Manfaluti’s style must largely be lost in
translation, the contrast which he offers to his Syrian predecessors may
perhaps be best illustrated by comparing two essays which show a general
similarity of plan in developing the text that “Riches do not confer happi-
ness.”

Gurgi Zaydan begins his essay with a simple warning that happiness
must not be sought in riches, though there is nothing reprehensible in
the acquisition of wealth by rightful means. To marry for money, on the
other hand, brings evil moral and material consequences in its train.
“Do not be dazzled by the outward pomp of wealth,” he says in effect,
“but come with me and visit one of these imposing palaces,” and having
drawn a picture of a dispirited husband, whose wife cares only for dress
and spends the night out dancing with more attractive partners, he returns
to draw the lessons of the danger of riches. The tone never rises above
a pleasant conversational level, with an occasional touch of lightness.

Manfaluti, on the other hand, opens with two pages of brilliant
description of a luxurious palace? “whose towering battlements soar to

the heavenly spheres,” written in elaborate rhyming prose. He then
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passes 1o a picture in simple but dignified lapguage of a Jdymg man await-
ing through the night the return of his {rivolous wile and depraved son.
From a faithful servant he learns that their callousness is the direct out-
come of his earlier life of dissipation. A< he leans out o drink in the
fresh dawn brecze he overhears the gardener and his wife contrasting
their simple happiness with his wealth and misery. and in his death agony
sees the wieckage of his life fall about him. The contrast between the two
writers s intensitied by Manfaluti's melodramatic exaggeration and
absence of shading 1 his charvacters, who are lttle more than personifica-

tions of virtues or vices.

The other prosc writings of Manfaluti consist of a volume of short
stories entitled al-Abarat (“Tears”) and several versions of French ro-
mances, presumably made {rom Arabic drafts. Several of the stories in
the Abagrat are also based on translaied material, as arc several essays in
the Nazarat. But it seems that the translations in the Nuzarat are intended
partly as object lessons or experiments in the capacity of Arabic to render
exalted passages of Western literary style (e.g.., Hugo's discourse on
Voitaire, and the speeches of Brutus and Antony from “Julius Caesar’),
In the Abarat, on the other hand, Manfaluti abandoned himself to the
scmtimental pessimism of the extreme romantic school, with the same
absence of light and shade in his character drawing which he had already
displayed in the Nazarat. In spite of the popularity which the work has
enjoyed, largely on account of its stylistic qualities, it ranks very far
below the Nazarat as a contribution to modern Arabic literatute.
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Abandon (himself to)
Acquistion (of wealth)
Adapt

{Death) Agony

Betray (the influence of)
Candor

Callousness

Clumsy (sentences)
Confer (happiness)
Consequences

Content

Condradictory
Contrast

Conviction

Cynicism

Depraved (son)
Didactic

Disguisc

Display

Dissipation

Elaborate (rhyming prose)
Iloquent

Epitemize

Excess"t‘
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Framework
Fervent
Frivolous
Groping
Heir
Highfalutin
Hinder
Hover
Immense

Imposing (palaces)

Inadequacy
Indebted
Inquiet
Interpretation
Intensity
Knave

Lash

Limbo (of neglect)

Luxurious
Massacre
Metaphor
Nevertheless
Novel
Obvious
Occasionally
Qutcome
Overhear
Pall
Permeation
Persecuted
Personification

Pervade
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Pessimism

Popularity

Preach

Predecessors
Pre-eminence
Servitude

Simile

Singular

Soar

Sphere

Striking (proof)

Stock

Subsequent

Survive

Synonyms

System

Racy

Reform

Riches

Rhymed prose
Render (passages into)
Reprehensible

Thebes

Unqualified (cynicism)
Vague

Vice

Worked (himself out)
Wreckage (of his life)
Wronged
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TAHA HUSAIN

By H.A. Gibb

Taha Husain was born into a home which preserved all the tradi-
tional features of up-river village life. At an early age his sight was
completely lost, and he was destined for a theological career. After the
usual elementary instruction in the village kuttab he was entered as a
student at al-Azhar and spent some years there, in the course of which
he acquired a thorough grasp of Arabic from the linguistic side. Under
the guidance of Shaikh Sayyid b. Ali al-Marsafi he began to show a
special partiality for Arabic literature, and subsequently continued his
studies under European professors in the newly-founded Egyptian Univer-
sity. Here he was initiated into modern western methods of literary criti-
cism and historical study, and he rapidly threw off the prejudices and
cramped outlook of the Azharite. The first fruits of these studies was a
thesis on Abul-Ala al-Maarri, in the introduction to which he already
displayed his characteristic audacity by attacking the methods of teaching
Arabic literature in Egypt. During the war years he studied at the Sor-
bonne, specializing in French literature and literary criticism, and in
classics. His university career, after a narrow escape from disaster on
account of an impetuous criticism which gave some offence in Egypt,
closed in 1919, with the production of a doctoral thesis on Ibn Khaldun,
On his return to Egypt he was appointed to the chair of Classical (Greek

and Roman) History at the Egyptian University, and on the reconstitution
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of the university was transferred to the Professorship of Ancient Arabic

literature.

At the very outset of his teaching career the new professor had need
of all his natural courage. His appointment gave the signal for the opening
of a campaign divected against him and hjs work on the part of all the
conservative educational elements in Egypt. The main attack was directed
against the new chair, probably the first of the kind in any Muslim
institution. For although every student of the Middle Ages is aware of
the debt which Islamic civilization owed to Hellenism, it was a debt
which the Islamic world never recognized, and in any case that aesthetic
legacy of Greece which so profoundly influenced the evolution of modern
Europe had found no acceptance in the Orient. Even when the modern
westernizing movement gained momentum in Egypt and Syria and passed
from the stage of translation to that of imitation and closer study, it was
only the outward modern manifestations of western thought and literature
that were studied. Gradually the history of European thought began to be
better appreciated, but the foundations still remained unknown. The first
attempt to familiarize the Arabic world with something of the classical
literary background was made by Sulayman al-Bustani in his translation
of the Iliud. The attempt was perhaps premature, and the subject ill-
chosen. Epic poetry has never attracted the Arab, whose language lacks
even a suitable metrical scheme for poems of such length and quality,
and the technical difficulties were enhanced by the necessity of transliter-
ating and fitting into Arabic mcter all the Greek names. The result was
that Bustani’s translation was appreciated more as a tour de force than
for the intrinsic qualities of either the original or the Arabic version.

Egypt, striving after western democracy and western science, remained
ignorant of and indifferent to, cven a little contemptuous towards, their

source.
This paradox was brought vividly home to Dr. Taha Husain, Hi:
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students at first showed some hostility to the new imposition, as they
regarded it, but gradually his eloquence and enthusiasm began to effect
a change, Now he came boldly forward with the claim that if Egypt was
to gain self-respect and was to progress in the ways of modern life, she
must go to school and begin again with.the foundations. In a series of
works intended for the general public he stressed again and again the
necessity of classical studies as the basis of a living culture. “We cannot
live in this age demanding all the political and intellectual independence
enjoyed by the peoples of Europe, while we remain dependent on. them
for all that nourishes the intellect and the feelings in science, philosophy,
literature, and the arts, It might perhaps have gone hard with him had
the attention of Egypt not been distracted by the political crisis through
which it was passing: as it was, however, he found strong support in a
section of educated opinion and especially among his own colleagues.
Indeed, at this very time, the Director of the University, Ahmad Lutfi
Bey as-Sayyid, was engaged in a translation, from the French, of the
Nicomachean Ethics, which appeared in 1924. But if the political situa-
tion eased his path, it also affected the success of his propaganda, and
with his transference to the chair of Arabic literature, the projected.
continuations of his classical studies came to an untimely and regrettable
end. It is too soon yet to say that the effort to bring classical studies to
bear on Arabic literature has failed; it is to be hoped at least that the
professor’s example of enthusiasm for learning and intellectual: courage
has not been lost on the rising generation.

Even after his transference to Arabic studies, however, Dr. Taha
Husain was not to find himself in smoother waters. Following up his
principle of introducing modern French methods of critical study into
Egypt, he began to apply a sort of Cartesian analysis to Arabic literature,
with results which became more and more vadical. So far from emulating
Dr. Haykal’s cautious adaptation of European methods to the existing

level of general education in Egypt, he jumped down the throats. of the
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.conservatives, and at length carried the method of philosophic doubt to
a point for which Egyptian opinion was totally unprepared. His gradual
progress towards radicalism can be (raced in the [irst two series of stu-
dies which he published on Arabic poets; on the publication of the
third, however, entitled On Pre-Islamic Poetry, such an outcry was raised
that the book had to be withdrawn, and a process for heresy was begun
against the author. Again his good lortune saved him from the worst
effects of his audacity, and the result of the aliempted persecution of the
conoservatives was only to cnhance his popularity and prestige with the
liberals and make him the idol of the students. Not daunted, there-
fore, he republished the work, slightly revised as a concession to public
opinion, and considerably enlarged, under a diffcrent title (On Pre-Isla-

mic Literature) in the following vear.

Scholastic though all these works arc, they form an important con-
tribution to contemporary Egyptian literature, not only by their qualities
of style and method, but by the skilful way in which the needs of a
wider public are kept in view. The style is peculiar in the sense that,
being dictated, not written, it presents characteristics, such as frequent
repetition of phrases, which belong to oratory rather than to prose. Yet
the happy choice of words, the smoothness and facility of the argument,
and the humorous and masterly handling of the subject, give it an attrac-
tive quality which is rarely equaled in Egyptian. writing. Nevertheless, it
is in their educational aspect that the main value of these studies lies, and
whether or not all the conclusions to which Dr. Taha Husain has come
are accepted, the wide influence which he enjoys must in due course

lead to the strengthening in Arabic thought and literature of the principles

for which he stands.

It is not only in virtue of these works, however, that Dr. Taha
Husain occupies an outstanding position in contemporary letters. Outside

the sphere of his professional studies, he has found the time to make
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fairly extensive contributions to periodical literature, among which may
be mentioned the lengthy critical analyses of modern French plays, pub-
lished in al-Hilal, a number of which have been reprinted in book form.
In 1922 he issued a translation of Gustave le Bon’s Psychologie de I'Edu-
cation. Much more important from every point of view is the literary
autobiography, entitled Al-Ayyam (“Days’™), a work which is justly
praised for its depth of feeling and for the truth of its descriptions, and
has a good claim to be regarded as the finest work of art yet produced
in modern Egyptian literature.,
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Acquire
Adaptation
Aesthetic
Apply
Attempt
Audacity
Bear on
Boldly
Campaign
Cartesian
Cautious
Closed
Conservative
Considerably
Contemptuous
Cramped (outlook)
Daunted
Destined (to...)
Disaster
Display
Distract
Eloquence
Emulate
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‘Enhance
Enthusiasm

Gained momentum
(acquired) a grasp of
Guidance
Handling

Heresy

Hostility
Impetuous (attack)
Imposition

{He was) Initiated into
Institution
Intrinsic (qualities)
(1t) Lacks

Legacy
Manifestations
Offence

On account of
Oratory

Outery

Qutset
Qutstanding (position)
Outward

Paradox

Partiality

Prejudice
Premature
Preserve

Prestige

Profound

Radical (change)
Radical
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Rapidly
Recognise
Skillul

Strive

Source

Transfer
Transference
Thesis

Untimely (end)
Up-river
(Arabic) Version
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MODERN ARABIC LITERATURE
AND THE WEST

By Dr. G. 1. Gabra

Two generations ago Amin al-Rihéni, a briiliant phrase maker, said
he would willingly barter the poetry of the East'for the airplanes of the
West. That was the time when all Arabs were still under foreign domina-
tion, with hardly. any armies, and certainly no planes, of their own. The
intense desire to he part of the 20th century, however, was not to be
fulfilled by merely resorting to burier: we wanted to do things in the
“modern” manner and were wondering whether our addiction to poetry
was not an {mpedimens o it all, In the thirties we had teachers who,
though poets themselves, also complained that poetry meant, largely love-
making or weeping, neither of which did us much good as o nation: but
then th East was alwavs spiritual and the West material, Tt was a naive
misunderstanding ol (he funection of civilization, rather common even
today. In a moment of holy anger al Riham would denounce the ‘spirit’
(which was all ours) in tavour ol airplanes, and the matter would rest
there. Younger wrilers, however, were to discoveer the [alsity of such
a distinction and consider the skill of making poems would perhaps
improve with the acquisition o the skill of making planes: they were
complementary, not opposites, For the West, despite its so-called material-
ism. was sull producmg great poems which our generation wanted to

read,
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Fortunately, poets have played a role in public life "which has
maintained the importance and relevance of the art of poetry. Until World
. War 11, all great Arab poets werc noted for their patriotism. Poets might
write love poetry, often sad and despairing, but their fiery nationalist
poetry was the mark of their prominence: from Egypt's Barudl and
Mutrén, to Palestine’s Ibr@him Tilqan and ‘Abdul-Rahim Mahmid, to
Irag’s Rasafl and Jawahirl. A great deal of their poetry was oratorical,
militant, and of an immediate effect. The oppressor, in the person of a
foreign ruler, was very much there, a tempting target. Very few writers
would pause to think whether they were of the right or the left: the
nation, in an almost primordial innocence struggling against a visible and
powerful alien ruler, had not yet suffered the inner split which was to
come in the fifties and sixties. Poetry might be condemned as too weak
a toy against guns, but in actual fact it was often as good as dynamite.
It gave point to a whole nation’s suffering and anger. It crystallized
political positions in telling lines which, memorized by old and young,
stiffened popular resistance and provided rallying slogans, in an age
when radic and television were still unknown.

So much else, however, was written which in essence was an echo
of the great poetry of the Abbasids, but with a difference. The wordiness,

the poetic diction, was a continuation of a tradition of scholasticisim in
which dictionary learning fended to be of superior urgency to private
visions. The love of language was heady, ecstatic. The poets carried on
with the task or reviving words, phrases, and ideas that had remained
dormant during five or six centuries of intellectual stagnation. But their
poetry, whenever it abandoned the great patriotic themes, was often
plagued with sugariness and sentimentality. Although it was popular
and lent itself to pleasant quotation, the spread of education and the
increasing contact with foreign literatures made it seem less and less #

satisfactory, and capable critics like ‘Aqqdd and Tahi Husain began
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scrutinising its weaknesses and calling for an utterance of greater ofgénic
unity and relevance to individual experience. A change was bound to
come, and when at last it came ahout twenty years ago it was devastating.
For the change meant a change in form as well as content; indeed
content seemed intractable without doing violence to form.

In the mid-twenties, in a masterly and argumentative introduction
to his book “Pre-Islamic Literature” Dr. Tah& Husain described how
he had noted, just before World War I, two different methods of teaching
Arabic literature in Egypt. One was the traditional method of Sayyid
Marsafl, which emphasized language and the “critical” (that is rhetorical)
approach of ancient writers; the other was “the European method intro-
duced by Professor Nallino and other Orientalists” which, we gather
later, was the humanistic and analytical approach that leaned heavily
on a comparative knowledge of other literatures. He then went on to say
that the study of literature should be a mixture of the two methods, the
traditional and the European, and took to task the Arab scholars of his
day for their ignorance not only of Latin and Greek authors but also
of the great writers of the West, from the Renaissance onwards, Taha
Husain’s own life work, with its immense diversity, proved to be an
illustration of this basic principle of fusing the traditional with the
Western, in spite of the accusations of the conservatives that he had

sold his soul to the European devil.

What Taha Husain did was not entirely new or exceptional: what
he achieved was to accelerate a piocess that had been in motion for
some time. Translation from Western languages, especially French, had
been energetic and was now even more so. Writers went abroad and
came back with ideas which were not always in harmony with Arab
classical thinking, but their voices were widely heard. Although in

saentific spheres progress was achieved without much interference, in
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litcrary matters a gradual dichotony was taking place between the tradi-
tional and the contemporary. As the stress increased on the modern, an

equal stiess was bound to increase in the opposite direction,

In the middle thirtics, writers were already beginning to talk about
md‘rakat wi-tajdid—""1he battle for the new”. And soon the battle was
to produce such men as Saldma Misd, who adopted an extreme position
and condemned all that was old, classical. or traditional in Arabic as

quite devoid of value or service to contemporary Arab society,

In lact, Saldma Misd, who was a student of Fabian socialism and
whose prophet for a fong time seemed to be Bernard Shaw, was to fump
togoether in his condemnation both the classicists and the moderate
“innovators” who had [ollowed Taha Husain's precept of fusing Arabic
traditionalism with Westernized ideas. He was against classical poetry
and all it stood for: he was particularlv against rhetoric, and all for a
“language of the people’ that would create a “literature foi the people”,
with ideas relevant to their times. His insistence, and that of his young
left-wing disciples became so loud, that they antagonized most of the
revered and long-established authors of the preceding thirty years, Taha
Husain came (inally under their fire, when in a number of newspaper
articles in the early fifties he had to re-assert his doctrine in categorical
derms. “Our modern Hife,” he sard in one of these articles, “has been
erected on the revival of Arabic literature together with the study of
modern European literaturcs. It shall alwavs be erected on these two
clements of fertile life, just as it was upon these two clements that the
lifc of ancient Arabs... was creeted: the 1evival of Arabic letters and the

study of the Toreign cultures of those davs™.

Taha Husain himsell had been vesponstble for an intense interest
among the younger generation in contemporary “foreign cultures”. [t

was largely under his auspices that the first serjous studies and transla-
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tions in Arabic were made of writers like Gide, Sartre and Camus. His
“two elements of fertile life” had indeed made possible what happened
later: for by 1950 the Arabic language had been revived and enriched
sufficiently to become a forceful medium for the new ideas that now
burst in upon the Arabic literary scene.

AR
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ARABIC THOUGHT IN LIBERAL AGE
THE FIRST GENERATION :
TAHTAWI, KHAYR AL-DIN

By
ALBERT HOURANI

By 1860 there had come into existence little groups of officials,
officers and teachers, alive to the importance of reforming the structure
of the empire, and convinced this could not be done unless some at least
of the forms of European society were borrowed. The reforming group
in Constantinople included few if any Arabs at this time, but the great
proclamations of reform and the laws which resulted from them had an
influence all over the empire, and Ottoman officials of the new way of
thought held positions in the Arab as in other provinces, In Egypt mem-
bers of the educational missions were already filling important posts, and
in 1863 one of them, Isma'il Pasha, came to the throne; in Tunis too the
leader of the young reformers, Khayr al-Din, was beginning to be impor-
tant in the affairs of the State. The Christian students of the mission
schools in Lebanon and Syria were unable to play so direct a part in the
government, but they already had some indirect influence as interpreters
in the local governments and foreign consulates, and in the 1860’s were
to acquire a new power as the first journalists of the Arab world, Among
all these groups, all involved in some way in the process of change, the
idea of reform had taken root, and in the 1860’ it found expression in a
movement of thought, directed in the first instance at the specific prob-
lems of the Near East, but raising once more by implication the general
questions of political theory : what is the good socity, the norm which
should direct the work of reform ? Can this norm be derived from the
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principles of Islamic law, or is it necessaty to go to the teachings and
practice of modern Europe ? Is there in fact any contradiction between
the two ? We can see such questions come to life in the minds of certain
writers of the time, committed as they are with all their hearts to the
movement of reform, but also in a sense upholders of Islamic tradition
and wishing to show that modern reform was not only a legitimate but a
necessary implication of the social teaching of Islam,

In Constantinople these themes had already been touched upon by
writers of the first hall of the nineteenth century, such as Sadik Rifat
Pasha, but they were first expounded fully by a younger group who
became prominent during the 1860’ : Sinasi, Ziya Pasha, Namik Kemal.
Acquainted as they were with the literature of Europe, conversant with
its ideas and admirers of its strength and progress, they were still not
whole-hearted westernizers. They were conscious of belonging to an Otlo-
man community which included non-Turks and non-Muslims; they wanted
the Ottoman Empire io enter the modern world; but they were aware
also of an Islamic fatherland in which they were rooted. They set high
value on the social morality of Islam ,and tried to justify the adoption of
western institutions in Islamic terms, as being not the introduction of
something new but a return to the true spirit of Islam. In political matters
they were democrats, believing that the modern parliamentary system was
a restatement of the system of consultation which had existed in early
Islam and was the sole guarantee of freedom; and this brought them into
conflict with the government, of which they criticized the -autocratic
nature even when they supported its reflorms, They found a channel for
their ideas and criticism in the Turkish newspapers which began to spring
up from 1860 onwards, both in the empire and in western Europe; and
in the mid-1860's they went a stage farther and made the first attempt to
organize a political group. Under the patronage of a member of the khe-
divial family of Egypt, Mustafa Fazil Pasha, a ‘Young Ottoman’ group,
with Ziya Pasha and Namik Kemal as members, was formed in Istanbul
and then moved to Paris; the journal they published had a certain influ-
ence, but after 1871, when the leaders were allowed to return from exile,
the group dissolved.

The Young Ottoman were liberals, but they were also patrioticr
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Turkish Muslims, and there was a hidden tension in their thought which
was only to become explicit in a later generation. In Cairo another group
was thinking similar thoughts, in which Ottoman Islamic liberalism was
intertwined with something else; but there the ‘something else’ was
Egyptian territorial patriotism. The writer who first made articulate the
idea of the Egyptian nation, and tried to explain and justify it in terms
of Islamic thought, was Rifa'a Badawi Rafi' al-Tahtawi (1801-73).! A
member of an ancient family with a tradition of religious learning, settled
in the town of Tahta in Upper Egypt, he found himself pushed by cir-
cumstances from the old world into the new. Muhammad 'Ali’s confisca-
tion of the leaseholds (iltizam) deprived his family of their wealth
although not their learned tastes ,and in 1817 the young Tahtawi went
like his ancesiors to study at the Azhar. There he pursued the normal
studies of the ancient curriculum, but perhaps had his first glimpse of a
new world. The teacher who had most influence on him was Shaykh
Hasan al-'Attar, one of the great scholars of the age, and twenty years
earlier Shaykh Hasan had been one of the Egyptians who had visited
Bonaparte’s Institut d’Egypte and seen there something of the new scien-
ces of Europe. Tahtawi may have learned something of them from him,
but he owed more than this to his teacher, for it was 'Attar who secured
his appointment as imam of a regiment in the new Egyptian army and
then as imam of the first substantial mission sent by Muhammad ‘Ali to
study in Paris. Both these experiences left their mark on him. The new
army was the nucleus of a new Egypt, and all his life Tahtawi remained
conscious of the military virtues and the achievements of Muhammad
'Ali’s soldiers. But Paris had a deeper effect on him: he remained there
five years, from 1826 to 1831, and they were the most important of his
life. Although sent there as imam and not as student, he threw himself
into study with enthusiasm and success. He acquired a precise knowledge
of the French language and the problems of translating from it into Ara-

bic. He read books on ancient history, Greek philosophy and mythology,
geography, arithmetic, and logic; a life of Napoleon, some French poetry,

including Racine, Lord Chesterfield’s letters to his son; and, most im-
portant, something of the French thought of the ecighteenth century —

1 For lives of Tahtawi cf. works by al-Shayyal, Bodawi, & Majdi listed in the
bibliography.
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Voltaire, Condillac, Rousscau’s Social Contract, and the main works of
Montesquieu.

The thought of the French Enlightenment left a permanent mark on
him, and through him on the Egyptian mind. Some of its leading ideas
would not indeed have been strange to one brought up in the tradition of
Islamic political thought : that man fulfils himself as a member of society,
that the good society is directed by a principle of justice, that the pur-
pose of government is the welfare of the ruled. Rousseau’s conception of
the legislator, the man who has the intellectual ability to conceive good
laws and is able to express them in the religious symbols which the gene-
rality of people can understand and recognize as valid, has some affinity
with the ideas of the Muslim philosophers about the nature and function
of the Prophet. But there were new ideas as well, of which the influence
can be seen throughout Tahtawi’s writings : that the people could and
should participate actively in the process of government; that they should
be educated for this purpose; that laws must change according to circum-
stances, and those which are good al one time and place may not be so
at others. The idea of the nation too he could have derived from Montes-
quieu. Montesquieu emphasized the importance of geographical condi-
tions in moulding laws, and this implies the reality of the geographically
limited community, the society constituted by living in one place; and he
taught too that the rise and fall of States was due to causes, that the
causes are to be found in the ‘spirit’ of the nation, and that the love of
country is the basis of the political virtues — 'I’'amour de la patrie conduit
a la bonté des moeurs’? and vice versa. These were more than abstract
ideas for Tahtawi. At the same time as he was becoming acquainted with
them, his experience in Paris was suggesting how they could be relevant
to his own society. He met the orientalists of his day, such as Silvestre de
Sacy, and no doubt it was through them he became aware of the disco-
veries of the Egyptologists in the first great age of that science. The idea
of ancient Egypt filled his mind and was to contribute an important ele-
ment to his thought,

1t was not Muhammad 2Ali’s wish that his students should see too

2 L’Esprit des lois, p. 40.
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much ofFrench life, but Tahtawi managed to make precise observations
,gf/th'é modern world as well as the ancient, and acquired a wide know-
ledge of the institutions and customs of the greatest and most flourishing
society of his day. Shortly after his return to Egypt he published a des-
cription of his stay in Paris, Takhlis al-ibriz ila talkhis Bariz. It achieved
great fame and was translated into Turkish. It contains many interesting
and accurate observations of the manners and customs of the modern
French. Tahtawi was not an uncritical admirer — the French, he thought,
were nearer to avarice than to generosity, and their men were slaves of
their women — but he found much to praise : cleanliness, the careful
and prolonged education of children, love of work and disapproval of
laziness, intellectual curiosity (‘they always want to get to the root of the
matter’), and above all their social morality. Loving change in outward
appearances, unstable in little things, they were steadfast in great : their
political convictions were unchanging, and in personal relations they
trusted each other and rarely betrayed.

When Tahtawi returned to Egypt, he worked for a time as translator
in the new specialist schools, and in 1836 was made head of the new
School of Languages, -1 up to prepare students for the * professional
schools and to train officials and translators. At the same time he acted
as inspector of schools, eraminer, member of educational commissions
and editor of the official newspaper, al-Waga’i® al-misriyya. But his most
important work was done as translator. In 1841 a bureau of translation
was attached to the School and placed under his direction; it had a num-
ber of translators doing their work subject to his revision. His own work
during this period included about twenty translations, most of them
books of geography, hisfory, and military science, but those he suggested
or supervised were far more numerous. Among them were histories of
the ancient world, the Middle Ages, and the kings of France; Voltaire’s
lives of Peter the Great and Charles XII of Sweden, and Robertson’s his-
tory of the Emperor Charles V; a book on the Greek philosophers, and
Montesquieuw’s Considérations sur les causes de la grandeur des Romains
et de leur décadence. This list shows the direction of his own interests as
well as those of his master. The ruler took a personal interest in the work

3 ‘Tahtawi, Takhlis, p. 60.
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of translation, and was fond of having read to him the lives of great rulers
and soldiers, whose careers might be compared with his or from whose
example he might learn something. But the choice of Montesquieu must
have been Tahtawi’s own, and shows his life-long precccupation with the
question of the greatness and decline of States, and the answer he would
give to it : ‘la vertu politique dans la république’ was ‘I’amour de la
parie’;* the Romans were distinguished by this, but ‘ils mélaient quelque
sentiment religieux & I'amour qu’ils avaient pour leur patrie’’

The favour shown to Tahtawi by his master was withdrawn when
Muhammad 'Ali died. His chosen successor Ibrahim had died before him,
and he was followed by his grandson ‘Abbas. In 1850 Tahtawi was sent
to open a school in Khartoum, and the next year his School of Languages
was closed He seems to have incurred the new ruler’s displeasure, and
he regarded his four years in Khartoum as years of exile, He occupied
himself with translating Fénélons’s Télémaque; but once more a change
of rulers brought a change of fortune, and when Sa‘id succeeded 'Abbas
in 1854 Tahtawi was allowed to return to Cairo. Once more he became
head of a school with an office of translation attached to jt. When Isma'il
succeeded Sa'id he remained in favour and was indeed one of the group
which planned the new educational system. He was a member of several
commissions, but still found time for his scholarly work, He encouraged
the Government Press at Bulaq to publish the Arabic classics; among
them was the work of Ibn Khaldun, and this too shows the bent of his

' mind. He continued also to direct the translation bureau, of which the
main work now was to put into Arabic the French legal codes. From
1870 until his death he edited a perioaical for the Ministry of Education,
and wrote a number of original articles for it. He also wrote several works
on a larger scale : the first two volumes of what was intended to be a
complete history of Egypt, a book on education (al-Mursih al-amin
Ii’l-banat wa’l-banin — which may be loosely rendered Guiding Truths
for Girls and Youths) and a general work on Egyptian society, Manahij al-
albab al-misriyya fi mabahij al-adab al-'asriyya (to translate loosely once

4 L’Esprit des lois, ‘avertissement’, p. 3.
5 Considérations, p. 103,
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motre, The Paths of Egyptian Hearts in the Joys of the Contemporary
Arts).

It is this last work which will most concern us here, for it contains
the most complete statement of Tahtawi’s views about the path which
Egypt should take. In form it is mainly a treatise on economic activity
(al-manafi' al-‘umumiyya) : what it is, how Egypt had it in the past and
then lost it, and how she can recover it. But it is far more than that. This
book, like all that Tahtawi wrote at this time, was designed to provide
edifying reading for the students in the new schools. It is written in an
old-fashioned discursive way, with digressions and long siories to prove
the points; and from what Tahtawi says can be deduced a theory of poli-
tics and of the nature and destiny of Egypt. It is a theory which deserves
notice because it makes articulate the ideas current among the new ruling
group of Egypt and which underlay the reforms of the age of Isma'il,

Tahtawi’s ideas about society and the State are neither a mere res-
tatement of a traditional view nor a simple reflection of the ideas he had
learn in Paris. The way in which his ideas are formulated is on the whole
traditional : at every point he makes appeal to the example of the Prophet
and his Companions, and his conceptions of political authority are within
the tradition of Islamic thought. But at points he gives them a new and
significant development.

In spite of what he has seen in Paris, his view of the State is not
that of a liberal of the ineteenth century. It is a conventional Islamic view.
The ruler possesses absolute executive power, but his use of it should be
tempered by respect for the law and those who preserve it. That govern-
ment should be in the hands of ‘the people’ was an idca familiar to him
from his reading and experience in France : he had witnessed the revolu-
tion of 1830 a,nd gives a long description of it in his book on Paris, But
it was not, he thought, an idea which was relevant to the problems of
Egypt. His country was 1uled by a Muslim autocrat, and the only hope of
effective reform was that the autocrat should use his powers properly.
The ups and downs of his own career showed what a difference the cha-
racter and intentions of the ruler could make. He felt much gratitude to
Muhammad 'Ali, who had sent him to Paris and, after his return, followed
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his career with undoubted personal interest; and also great admiration for
the man who had freed Egypt from the grip of the Mamlukes and set her
on the path of progress.® He called him the second Macedonian; Muham-
mad ‘Ali himself indeed was aware of the parallel with Alexander, whose
life he used to read with pleasure.” Later Tahtawi wrote of Sa'id and
Isma'il with discreet and conventional flatlery, but his attitude to ‘Abbas
was naturally unfriendly. It was not only perhaps the beauty of Fénélon's
style nor the interest of the story which led him to spend his years of exile
translating Télémaque. Written as moral reading for Fénélon’s pupil the
Duc de Bourgogne, it contains an implied criticism of the uncontrolled
despotism of Louis XIV, a moral lesson for autocrats which could well
be applied to ‘Abbas. The evocation of the happiness and beauty of
Egypt under Sesotris must have appealed to someone whose love of a
country was an warm as Tahtawi’s, but it might also serve to remind
‘Abbas of the state of Egypt under his predecessor :

ceite fertile terre d’Egypte, semblable & un jardin délicieux arrosé d’un
nombre infini de canaux... des villes opulentes... des terres qui se cou-
vraient tous les ans d’une moisson dorée, sans se réposer jamais, des prai-
ries pleins de troupeaux... des bergers qui faisaient répéter les doux sons
de leur fliites et de leurs chalumeaux & tous les échos d’alentour...

Heureux... le peuple qui est conduit par un sage roi !... Aimez vos
peuples comme vos enfants... Les rois qui ne songent qu’a se faire crain-
dre, et qu’a abattre leurs sujets pour les rendre plus sofimis, sont les fléaux
du genre humain, Ils sont craints... mais ils sont hais, détestés.?

In the warning that even good rulers tend to choose bad advisers,
flatters who do not fear to betray, and to withdraw their confidence from
‘wise and virtuous men whose virtue one fears’’ there can perhaps be
heard an echo of some personal intrigue which led to Tahtawi’s exile. On
the other hand, Fénélons advice about how to rule must have seemed to

Tahtawi, Manahij, p. 206.
Tbid, pp. 212 & 214,
Télémaque, Book i, pp. 26-27.
Ibid. Book x, p. 286.
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Tahtawi to be applicable to the Egypt of his time : rulers should have full
and direct knowledge of their country, they should encourage trade and
agriculture, pay due attention to education, produce the armaments neces-
sary for defence, and above all, respect the principles of moderation and
justice.®

If Tahtawi accepted the authority of the ruler, he laid emphasis too
on the limits imposed on him by the existence of moral norms. To explain
the Islamic idea of the Shari‘a as standing above the ruler he refers to
Montesquieu’s distinction of the ‘three powers’," and the idea of restraints
on the monarch’s absolute power was certainly strengthened by what he
saw in France : in writing of the revolution of 1830, he gives a clear
definition of limited monarchy and the republic. But in the Manahij his
argument for limits on the exercise of autohirty starts from a traditional
idea, that of the division of society inio 'orders’ or ‘estates’ each with a
specific function and status. Following a principle long established, he
distinguished four estates : the ruler, the men of religion and law, soldiers,
and those engaged in economic production.'? He gives special attention to
the second of these and its role in the State. The ruler should respect and
honour the ‘ulgma’; he should treat them as his helpers in the task of
government. This is a theme common 1o Islamic jurists, and perhaps for
Tahtawi, as for them, it had ‘nationalist’ undertones, for under Muham-
mad 'Al, as under Mamlukes and Ottomans, power lay in Turkish or
Caucasian hands ,and the body of ‘ulama’ formed the only institution
through which the indigenous population of Egypt could take an active
part in public affairs, By this time, however, 2 new educated group was
arising, nd it is in reflection of this that Tahtawi gives a new turn to the
idea of the ‘ulama’. In his view, they are not simply guardians of a fixed
and established tradition. Himself well-versed in the religious law, a
Shafi'i by legal rite, he believed it was necessary to adapt the Shari'a to
new circumstances and that it was legitimate to do so. The ‘door of
ijtihad’ had been closed, according to the traditional saying, and it was
for a later generation than his to push it open, but he took the first step

10 Ibid. pp. 298 ff.
11 Manahij. p. 349.
12 [bid. p. 348.
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in that direction. There was not much difference, he suggesied, between
the principles of Islamic law and those principles of 'matural law’ on
which the codes of modern Europe were based.” This suggestion implied
that Islamic law could be reinterpreted in the direction of conformity
with modern needs, and he suggested a principle which could be used to
justify this : that it is legitimate for a believer, in certain circumstances,
to accept an interpretation of the law drawn from a legal code other than
his own." Taken up by later writers, this suggestion was made use of in
the creation of a modern and unilorm system of Islamic law in Egypt and
elsewhere.

If the ‘ulama’ are to interpret the Shari‘a in the light of modern
neceds, they must know whai the modern world is. They must study the
sciences created by human reason. Tahtawi quotes from the intellectual
autobiography of a shaykh to show that the tradition of philosophy and
the rational sciences had been alive in the Muslim world until recently;"
but it had died, and the Azhar in the present age did not accept the new
sciences which were necessary for the welfare of the nation. The ‘ulama’
must come to0 terms with the new learning; and the specialists of that
learning should have the same social position as the ‘ulama’. Doctors, en-
gineers, all who had mastered sciences which were useful to the State,
should be honoured and consulted by the ruler.® In other words, the tra-
ditional idea of a partnership between ruler and ‘ulama’ has been brought
up to date, and the idea of the ‘ulama’ reinterpreted in terms of Saint-
Simon’s ‘priesthood’ of scientists.

Beyond rulers and ‘wlama’ alike lay something else, the community
as a whole. For Tahtawi as for other Muslim thinkers there was a sharp
distinction between the function of ruling and that of obeying. The ruler
was God’s representative, answerable to God alone, and under God his
own conscience was his only judge; his subjects owed him absolute obe-
dience.”” But sharply distinguished as they were in function, rulers and

13 Tahtawi, al-Murshid, p. 124,
14 Manahij, pp. 387-91.

15 Manahij, p. 372.

16 Ibid. p. 370.

17 Ibid. pp. 354 & 368.
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ruled were closely linked to each other by rights and duties. The subject
should obey, but the ruler should try to please his subjects within the
limits imposed by his obedience to God. Fear of God could impel the
ruler into good actions, but so too could fear of public opinion,® and in
the modern world opinion played an active part in the life of the State.
In the past, government had been a secret activity of the ruler, but in the
modern age it must be based on ‘good relations between rulers and
ruled’.¥ There must therefore be universal political education. Officials
should be properly trained, for even to be the headman of a village needed
training,® and the ordinary citizen who did not serve the State directly
should still understand its laws and know his rights and duties.

When Tahtawi emphasizes that the ‘wlama’ should have a modern
education and all citizens should have a political education, he is implying
that the nature of society and the function of government were different
from what they had been in the past, He would no doubt have accepted
in principle the Islamic idea of political stability, of the function of the
government as being to regulate the different orders of society and keep
them within the Shari'a. But we can sce breaking in on him a new idea,
of change as a principle of social life, and government as the necessary
instrument of change. In his book on Paris he records, as one of the
strange aspects of French character, the desire of each man to go further
than his ancestors : ‘Everyone who is master of a craft wishes to invent
something which was not known before, or to complete something which
has already been invented.®'In the same way the Manahij starts from the
assumption that society has two purposes : to do the will of God, but also
to achieve well-being in this world. So far there is nothing new; but what
is new is the mecaning given to welfare. It is identified with progress as
Europe of the nineteenth century conceived it, and in this sense welfare
has two bases : the first is ‘the training of character in religious and
human virtues’, and the second the economic activities which lead to

18 Ibid. p. 454.
19 Ibid. p. 352.
20 Ibid. p. 365.
21 Takhlis, p. 60.
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wealth and the improvement of conditions and contentment among the
people as a whole22

In the Manahij Tahtawi is mainly concerned with the second of
these bases, and since he is writing about Egypt, when he talks about
economic change he means first of all progress in agriculture. In Egypt,
as he well knows, the nature of economic life and therefore the state of
public welfare depend on the nature of government; good rulers of Egypt
have always been attentive to irrigation, and he gives a detailed descrip-
tion of Muhammad ‘Ali’s policy, as well as an analysis, drawn from a
European writer, of the economic possibilities of the country, which are
great and capable of full exploitation in a short time.”

But it is characteristic of his thought to insist that national wealth is
a product of virtue. When the social virtues have been strong Egypt has
been prosperous; and the key to virtue is education. Most of his life was
spent as a teacher and organizer of schools, and he had a clear view of
what should be done. He put forward his ideas in his book on education.
Teaching, he asserts, must be linked with the nature and problems of
society; it should aim at ‘nourishing in the hearts of the young the feelings
and principles which are current in their country.” Primary education
should be universal and the same for all, secondary education should be
ot high quality and the taste for it encouraged. Girls must be educated as
much as boys, and on the same footing : in saying this he was reflecting
the new interest and policy of Isma'il’s time, and indeed the cause of his
writing the book was an order from the Ministry of Education to write
something which would be equally suitable for teaching boys and girls.
The teaching of girls was necessary for three reasons : for harmonious
marriages arld the good upbringing of children; so that women could
work, as men work, within the limits of their capacity and to save them
rrom the emptiness of a life of gossip in the harem. (He does not seem
to suggest that they should come out of seclusion and take part in public
life, although there is a suggestive chapter on famous women rulers,
including Cleopatra, but he wishes them to be better treated in the fami-

22 Manahij, p. 1.
23  Manahij, pp. 225 & 285,
24  al-Murshid, p. 6.
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ly.) Polygamy is not forbidden, he maintains, but Islam only allows it if
the husband is capable of doing justice between his wives. By later
writers this point was taken up and turned into a virtual prohibition on
having more than one wife.”

The aim of education should be to form a personality, not simply to
transmit a body of knowledge; it should inculcate the importance of bodily
health, of the family and its duties, of friendship and above all of patrio-
tism — hubb al-watan, the love of country, the main motive which leads
men to build up a civilized community. In the Manahij, as in the book on
education, the word watan and the phrase hubb al-watan occur again and
again. The duties of citizens towards their country are enumerated : unity,
submission to law, sacrifice. So too are their rights, above all the right to
freedom, for freedom alone can create a real community and a strong
patriotism.® Sometimes when Tahtawi uses the term he seems to be
doing no more than teach in general terms the rights and duties of mem-
bers of any community; hubb-al-watan then has ‘the same meaning as
asabiyya in the doctrine of Ibn Khaldun — the sense of solidarity which
binds together those who live in the same community and is the basis of
social strength. But at other times he is using it in a more restricted and
a new sense. The emphasis is no longer on the passive duty of the subject
to accept authority, it is on the active role of the citizen in building a truly
civilized society; it is no longer exclusively on the mutual duties of mem-
bers of the Islamic umma, but also of those who live in the same country.
Hubb al-watan thus acquires the specific meaning of territorial patriotism
in the modern sense, and the mother-country — ‘la Patrie’ — becomes

the focus of those duties which, for Islamic jurists, bound together mem-
bers of the umma and that natural feeling which, for Ibn Khaldun, existed
between men related to each other by blood.

The transition to this new way of thought can be seen in a passage
of the Manahij, Tahtawi is talking of brotherhood in religion. He quotes
the hadith, ‘the Muslim is brother of the Muslim’, and then adds :

25 al-Murshid, pp. 62, 4, 66, 104, 148, 128,
26 Ibid. p. 128.
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and all that is binding on a believer in regard to his fellow believers is
binding also on members of the same watan in their mutual rights. For
there is a national brotherhood between them over and above the brother-
hood in religion. There is a moral obligation on those who share the same
watan to work together to improve it and perfect its organization in all
that concerns its honour and greatness and wealth.?

What is this natural community, this wafan to which Tahtawi refers?
It is Egyptian and not Arab. In his thought there is indeed some shadowy
idea of Arabism, but it belongs to the old rather than the new clement in
it. He praises and defends the part played by the Arabs in the history of
Islam;® when he talks of patriotism, however, he does not mean the feel-
ing shared by all who speak Arabic, but that shared by those who live in
the land of Egypt. Egypt for him is something distinct, and also something
historically continuous. Modern Egypt is the legitimate descendant of the
land of the Pharaohs. His imagination indeed was filled with the glories
of ancient Egypt, fitst seen, by a paradox, during his years in France. He
wrote poems in praise of the Pharaohs, and it is characteristic of his style
of thought that, when writing of the vice of idleness, he should first quote
the hadith and other Islamic texts, and then go on to talk of the way in
which lazy people are depicied in the art of ancient Egypt.? But ancient
Egypt for him was more than a source of pride; it had both the consti-
tuent elements of civilization, social morality and economic prosperity,®
and what it had possessed modern Egypt could regain, for ‘the physical
constitution of the people of these times is exactly that of the peoples of
times past ,and their disposition is one and the same.”™

If this is so, however, it is necessary to explain how it was that
Egypt lost the virtues and prosperity of ancient times. It was, Tahtawi
maintains, because of the historical accident of foreign rule : the rule of
the Mamlukes in the later Middle Ages and then, after a brief revival

27 Manahij, p. 99.

28 Ibid. pp. 150 ff.

29 TIbid. p. 120.

30 Tahtawi, Anwar Tawfig, pp. 13-14.

31 Manahij, p. 187.
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under the early Ottoman sultans, the long misrule of the Circassians. In
saying this he echoed the proclamations of Bonaparte, and started a line
of thought which was to be generally accepted by later Egyptian writers
and finally applied to the ruling family whom Tahtawi served,

Among the works of his later years, his two volumes on the history
of Egypt have been mentioned. They were intended to be the first two of
a series, which in the event his son [inished after his death, and to be a
work of national education, a summary of what the modern Egyptian
should know about his watan. It illustrates the blend of elements in his
thought that the first volume is a history of ancient Egypt, based on mo-
dern European sources, while the second is a life of the Prophet, drawn
from the traditional Muslim sources, used intelligently and not uncriti-
cally. In the modern western fashion, he divides history into two main
categories, ancient and modern; but as a Muslim, his dividing line is not
the fall of the Roman Empire but the rise of Islam. He regards this as the
most important event in history, but he still believes pre-Islamic history to
be worthy of study: Egypt is part of the Islamic umma, but she has also
been a separate umina, in ancient and modern times alike, and as such is
a distinct object of historical thought.” Although Muslim, she is not exclu-
sively so, for all who live in Egypt are part of the national community.
Once more, while the conclusion is modern, the train of thought is tradi-
tional : it begins with the Islamic concept of Christians and Jews as
‘protected peoples’, ahl al-dhimma, and argues for the most liberal attitude
towards them. They should be allowed entire religious freedom, and it is
legitimate for Muslims to frequent their company.®

Tahtawi’s patriotism was a warm personal feeling, not just a deduc-
tion from the principles of political philosophy. There is no mistaking his
pride in the past greatness of Egypt, his concern for her future. He wrote
a number of patriotic poems, wataniyyat, in which, mixed with praise of
the ruling family, there is praise of ancient Egypt and also of the Egyptian
army. But he is said also to have translated the Marseillaise, and this is
significant. When he uses the term walan, it is clearly the equivalent of

32 Anwar, pp. 8-10.
33 Manahif, p 405.
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the French patrie, and the patrie of the French Revolution was not the
self-regarding, self-worshipping nation of modern ideclogies, it was the
servant of the universal. For Tahtawi too the new Egypt could serve some-
thing beyond herself : the modern sciences, which were bringing in a new
age and changing the lives of the communities of the east.

Tahtawi lived and worked in a happy interlude of history, when the
religious tension between Islam and Christendom was being relaxed and
had not yet been replaced by the new political tension of east and west.
He was in France at the time of the occupation of Algiers, and wrote
about it in his book on Paris, but in his thought there is no sense of Eu-
rope’s being a political danger. France and Europe stood not for political
power and expansion but for science and material progress. His was an
age of great inventions, and he wrote of them with admiration : the Suez
Canal, the plan for a Panama Canal, the trans-continent] rilways in Ame-
rica. He seems indeed to have been particularly struck by the changes in
communications, and wrote a poem in praise of the steamship.* Such
innovations, he thought, marked the beginning of a process which would
continue, and must in the end lead tq the coming together of peoples and
their living together in peace. Egypt must adopt the modern sciences and
the innovations to which they would lead, and she could do so without
danger to her religion. For the sciences now spreading in Europe had once
been Islamic sciences : Europe had taken them from the Arabs, and in
taking them back Egypt would only be claiming what was her own. The
best way to do so was through easy intercourse with foreigners and good
‘reatment of them. They should be encouraged to settle in Egypt and
teach whatever they had to teach. Once more, Tahtawi uses an analogy
from ancient Egypt : had not Psammtek I encouraged Greeks to settle in
Egypt and treated them as if they were Egyptians ?* Once more, he sees
in Muhammad “Ali and his suCcessors the legitimate heirs of the Pharaohs,
trying to revive the glories of Egypt by following the same principles; they
too have given equality to all ,subjects and foreigners alike.

But civilization, we must remember, has two bases and not one only,

34 Ibid. p. 126.
35 Ibid. p. 188
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and moral virtue is more important than material welfare, for the latter
1s in the long run the product of certain virtues. Europe does not appear
to Tahtawi as a political danger, but he is conscious of a certain moral
danger. The French, he says, believe in human reason alone. Their consti-
tution does, it is true, embody a certain principle of justice, but it is far
from the percepts of the divine law.* They are Christians in name only,
and their real religion is quite different :

The French arc of those who believe that it is human reason which
ascribes goodness or badness to things. [Moreover] they deny that mi-
racles can occur and believe it is not possible for the laws of nature to
be broken. They believe too that religions have come only to encourage
men to do good and avoid what is opposed to it, that national welfare
and human progress can take the place of religion, and that... the intelli-
gence of their learned men is greater than that of the prophets.’

For thinkers of a later generation, this positivism was to be the trend
of European thought which interested them most, and they set themselves
to show that it was not incompatible with the principles of Islam rightly
understood. But Tahtawi is still deeply rooted in his inherited convictions,
and to him what is clear is the contradiction between the two, not their
possible reconciliation.

In the writings of Tahtawi we come for the first time on many
themes later to be familiar in Arabic and Islamic thought : that, within
the uinversal umma, there are national communities demanding the loyalty
of their subject; that the object of government is human welfare in this
world as well as the next; that human welfare consists in the creation of
civilization, which is the final worldly end of government; that modern
Europe, and specifically France, provides the norm of civilization; that
the secret of European sirength and greatness lies in the cultivation of the
rational sciences; that the Muslims, who had themselves studied the
rational sciences in the past, had neglected them and fallen behind because
_of the domination of Turks and Mamlukes; and that they could and

36 Takhlis, p. 81.
.37 1bid. p. 65.
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should enter the main stream of modern civilization, by adopting the
European sciences and their fruits. All these ideas were to become the
commonplaces of later thinkers, but some thinkers at least were to see
that they contained problems, not perhaps insoluble but at least needing
to be considered. How to reconcile the claims of divine revelation with
those of a human reason proclaiming itself the only adequate path to
knowlege; or those of the Shari'a with those of modern codes of law
springing from quite other principles; or the idea that the Shari‘a was
sovereign with the claims of governments to be sovereign, and to decide
freely in the light of expediency and human welfare; or loyalty to the reli-
gious community with loyalty to the nation ?

In another thinker of Tahtawi’s age, and one whose book was known
to him,® one at least of these problems was raised : that of divine and
human law. Although not absent from Tahtawi’s thought, it was not the
centre of his attention. For him, as for the Islamic thinkers of the later
Middle Ages, law was a negative restraining factor. It set the limits within
which the ruler must act, not the principles in accordance with which he
should act, Muhammad 'Ali and Isma'il did not infringe those limits. They
were benevolent autocrats of a type familiar to Islamic thought and
posing no new problems. They issued no new statement of principles
which might be, or seem to be, in contrast with those of the Shari'a, and
their innovations were mainly in the spheres of economic life and admi-
nistration, about which the Shari‘a says little, rather than in the basic
institutions of society or the realm of personal status, about which it says
much. Moreover, they were ruling a State where effective power had for
long been in the hands of a military group, and the ‘wlama’ could offer,
even if they would, no effective obstacle to its use. The question of how
far the changes were compatible with the Shari'a scarcely needed to be
raised. But in the main body of the empire and certain regions tributary
to it this was a real question. The Tanzimat aimed not only at changing
the military and administrative system of the empire but at giving it a new
moral and legal basis. They met with bitter opposition both from those
who disapproved in principle and those whose monopoly of the legal sys-

38 Cf. al-Murshid, p. 98.
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tem and possession of political and social influence were threatened. For
the defenders of the Tanzimat therefore the question of law was the cen-
tre of attention, They had to show that the reforms were not incompatible
with the Shari'a and indeed were enjoined by it. In Constantinople this
process took place in Turkish, and few echoes of it seem to have crept
into Arabic in the first half of the nineteenth century. But there was a
province of the empire where similar reforms were carried out and raised
similar objections : the ‘ahad al-aman in Tunis was also a statement of
new legal and political principles and so posed the problem of the law.
It is this problem which is the starting-point of the thinker we must now
consider, Khayr al-Din Pasha.

Born in 1810, in the Caucasus, of a Circassian family, Khayr al-Din
was taken to Istanbul in his youth, like so many of his countrymen, to
seek a military or political career as ‘slave’ or Mamluke of some leading
man.” Taken into the service of Ahmad Bey of Tunis, he was given a
modern as well as a religious education, and learnt French in addition to
Arabic. When his studies were finished he entered the army, where his
talents scon won him the favour of the Bey. He was for a time in charge
of the Military School, and in 1852 was sent by the Bey to Paris to deal
with a difficult problem, that of certain claims made by a former minister
against the government. He remained in Paris for four years, and for him
as for Tahtawi they wete a formative period. He observed the life of a
great political community and applied what he learnt to his own world.
On his return he became Minister of the Marine, and for six years was at
the centre of the movement for constitutional reform. He was a member
of the Commission which drafted the constitution of 1860, and was
appointed president of the Supreme Council while still keeping his posi-
tion as minister. This appointment showed the confidence of the Bey,
Sadiq, in him. He had’ already shown it in another way; soon after his
accession, in 1859, he sent Khéyr al-Din to Constantinople to announce
his succession and ask for the customry document of investiture. This
was Khayr al-Din’s public mission, but he also had a secret one. French

39 For the life of Khayr al-Din cf. Inal, pt. 6; the articles by Demeerseman listed
in the bibliography; and his own account, 'A mes enfants’, in R, tunisienne,
xviii-xx (1934).
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ambitions in Tunis were already obvious and menacing, and in order to
close the doot to them it seemed expedient to reaffirm the position of
Tunis as an autonomous part of the Ottoman Empire; in this way the
influence of France could be counterbalanced by calling in that of the sul-
tan, and also that of the Powers which wished to preserve the integrity of
the empire. Khayr al-Din’s secret object was therefore to persuade the
Porte to recognize the autonomy of Tunis and the hereditary right of the
Husaynid family, in return for the Bey’s acknowledgment of Ottoman so-
vereignty and the payment of tribute.

The sultan was not in a position to offend the French, and the mis-
sion failed, just as the constitutional experiment failed. But for the next
twenty years the two poles of Khayr al-Din’s policy were the attempt to
call in Turkey as a counterbalance to European influence, and the attempt
to establish some constitutional control over the power of the Bey. It was
this second line of policy which led to his losing the Bey’s favour. In 1862
he resigned as minister after a disagreement about whether ministers
should be responsible to the Bey or the Supreme Council. But the Bey
still needed his diplomatic skill, and in 1864 he went once more to Cons-
tantinople on the same mission, and once more without success. This
failure and that of the constitutional reforms impelled him to withdraw
for a time from political life, and in this period of withdrawal he wrote a
treatise on government, which was published in 1867.

In 1869 the worsening situation of the Tunisian finances led to the
creation of an International Commission to administer the revenues, and
Khayr al-Din became president of its executive section. In 1871 he was
sent yet again to Constantinople, and this time he was successful; weak-
ened by the war with Germany, France could make no effective opposi-
tion to the issue of a firman confirming the position of Tunis as an auto-
nomous part of the Ottoman Empire, although she never recognized it. By
this time Khayr al-Din had been made minister in control of the interior,
finance ,and foreign affairs, and in 1873 he became Prime Minister. He
held the position for four years, and used it to carry out many reforms :
improvement of administrative procedure, reorganization of the awgqaf
and of procedure in the religious courts, urban improvements, reform of
the teaching at the Zaytuna mosque, improvement and enlargement of the
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Government Press, the creation of a public library and of a modern
school, the Sadigiyya, where Turkish, French, and Italian were taught as
well as Arabic, and the modern sciences as well as those of the Islamic
religion.” But one more he came up against the same obstacles : the ambi-
tions and rivalries of the Powers, the desire of the Bey to preserve his

authority.

40 Cf. his own account in 'A mes enfants’, pp. 193 ff.
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